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Knights  Templar  and  the  Appendant  Orders. 


TWENTY-SIXTH  ANNUAL  CONCLAVE. 


City  of  Allentown,  May  27th,  1879. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  held 
its  Twenty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  in  the  Asylum  of 
Allen  Commandery,  No.  20,  K.  T.,  Seventh  and  Ham¬ 
ilton  streets,  Allentown,  on  Tuesday  evening,  May  27th, 
1879,  at  8  o’clock. 

Previous  to  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
His  Honor,  Bro.  Alfred  J.  Martin,  M.D.,  Mayor  of  the 
City  of  Allentown,  extended  to  the  Grand  Comman¬ 
dery  and  the  visiting  Knights  a  most  cordial  and 
hearty  welcome,  and  tendered  them  the  hospitalities 
of  the  city,  over  the  government  of  which  he  presided. 

The  address  was  responded  to  by  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander,  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick. 

After  which  the  roll  was  called,  and  there  being  a 
majority  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  repre¬ 
sented,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  was  pleased  to 

58375 


4 


Proceedings  Annual  Conclave,  1879. 


open  the  Grand  Commandery,  the  following  Officers 
and  Commanderies  being  represented: 


R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick,  .  . 

V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  .  . 

-E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll, 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle,  .  . 

E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  .  . 

E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  . 
E.  Sir  M.  Richards  Muckle,  . 
E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  . 

E.  Sir  Theodore  Cornman,  .  . 

E.  Sir  Edward  Masson,  .  .  . 

R.  E.  Sir  Jere.  L.  Hutchinson, 
E.  Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D., 


R .  E.  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 
E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Grand  Captain- General. 
Acting  E.  Grand  Predate. 

E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. ' 

E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Grand  Warder ,  p.  t. 

E.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


Past  Grand  Commanders. — R.  E.  Sirs  Christian  F.  Knapp,  H. 
Stanley  Goodwin,  Jere.  L.  Hutchinson,  John  Vallerchamp, 
Geter  C.  Shidle,  Grant  Weidman,  Charles  H.  Kingston, 
Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  William  H.  Egle,  M.D. 

Commanderies  Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  7,  8,  9,  10,  n,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16, 
17,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  25,  26,  27,  28,  29,  30,  31,  32,  33,  34, 
35,  36,  37,  38,  4D  42,  43,  44,  45,  46,  47,  48,  49,  5G  53>  54,  55, 
56,  57- 

Grand  Representatives  of  the  following  Grand  Commanderies: 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Kingston,  of  Connecticut. 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  F.  Knapp,  of  Indiana  and  Kentucky. 

R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle,  of  Iowa. 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  of  Maine. 

R.  E.  Sir  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson,  of  Maryland  and  New  Jersey. 

R.  E.  Sir  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  of  Texas. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  dispensed  with,  printed 
copies  having  been  furnished  the  members. 

On  motion,  all  Sir  Knights  in  good  Templar  stand¬ 
ing  were  admitted  to  the  general  sessions  of  this  Grand 
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Commandery,  except  during  the  time  of  holding  the 
election  of  the  Grand  Officers. 

The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  Roll 
Call  as  their  partial  report,  and  were  continued. 

R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick,  Grand  Commander,  then 
presented  his  Annual  Report,  which  was  on  motion 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  the  Grand 
Officers. 

Sir  Knights  :  One  year  since  you  intrusted  to  my  care  the  scep¬ 
tre  of  authority  as  your  Grand  Commander.  How  well  or  rightfully 
I  have  used  that  authority  you  will  have  to  judge  from  my  acts  as 
set  forth  in  the  report  of  my  official  doings,  as  during  my  term  of 
office,  first  through  public  cares  and  latterly  from  ill-health,  I  have 
been  unable  to  be  with  you  in  person.  I  have  endeavored  to  keep  the 
sceptre  untarnished  and  to  return  it  to  your  hands  with  its  lustre  un¬ 
dimmed.  The  Templar  year  has  not  been  entirely  an  uneventful 
one,  although  but  few  events  have  occurred  which  are  of  especial  in¬ 
terest  to  the  Grand  Commandery  at  large.  Notably,  however,  was  the 
active  and  liberal  response  to  the  appeals  of  our  suffering  brethren 
in  the  yellow-fever  districts  of  the  South,  to  which  you  so  nobly  and 
generously  responded,  as  will  be  shown  by  the  detailed  report  of 
the  contributions  and  their  distribution. 


TWENTY-FIFTH  ANNIVERSARY. 

Sir  Knights,  I  would  call  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  this  is 
the  twenty-fifth  anniversary  of  the  formation  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Pennsylvania.  The  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylva¬ 
nia,  under  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  was  organ¬ 
ized  April  1 2th,  1854,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Grand  Encampment, 
holding  its  powers  under  the  R.  W.  Grand  Lodge  of  Free  and  Ac¬ 
cepted  Masons  of  Pennsylvania,  was  organized  May  10th,  1854.  The 
former  with  eleven  Subordinates,  viz.,  No.  1,  Pittsburgh;  No.  2, 
Washington;  No.  5,  Waynesburg;  No.  7,  Uniontown  ;  No.  8,  Car¬ 
lisle;  No.  10,  Altoona;  No.  11,  Harrisburg;  No.  12,  Bloomsburg; 
No.  13,  Lancaster  ;  No.  14,  Carbondale  ;  No.  15,  Pottstown;  and  the 
latter  with  four  Commanderies,  viz.,  No.  3,  Philadelphia  ;  No.  4,  St. 
John’s,  Philadelphia;  No.  6,  Philadelphia;  No.  9,  Reading,  united 
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on  April  12th,  1857,  into  one  body  as  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Pennsylvania  of  Knights  Templar  and  Appendant  Orders. 

These  fifteen  Commanderies,  forming  the  union  of  the  two  Grand 
Commanderies,  are  now  known,  as  will  appear  in  the  proceedings 
subsequent  to  the  union,  as — 

No.  1,  Pittsburgh. 

No.  2,  Philadelphia. 

No.  3,  Washington. 

No.  4.  St.  John’s,  Philadelphia. 

No.  7,  St.  Omer,  Brownsville. 

No.  8,  St  John’s,  Carlisle. 

No.  9,  De  Molay,  Reading. 

No.  10,  Mountain,  Altoona. 

No.  11,  Pilgrim,  Harrisburg. 

No.  12,  Bloomsburg. 

No.  13,  Lancaster. 

No.  14,  Carbondale. 

No.  15,  Phcenixville. 

(The  Commanderies  at  Waynesburg,  No.  5,  Philadelphia,  No.  6, 
having  their  charters  suspended.) 

The  Commanderies,  by  mutual  agreement  made  in  1857,  take  rank 
according  to  the  above  numeration.  The  number  of  Commanderies 
in  the  last  twenty-five  years  has  been  increased  to  fifty-four,  with  a 
membership  of  nearly  6,000  Knights.  Since  the  organization  of  the 
Grand  Body  in  1854,  there  have  been  twenty-six  Grand  Comman¬ 
ders,  of  whom  all  are  living  except  M.  E.  Sir  Wm.  W.  Wilson,  of  No. 
1,  Pittsburgh;  M.  E.  Sir  Bayse  Newcomb,  of  No.  4,  Philadelphia; 
M.  E.  Sir  R.  Sterling  Wilson,  of  No.  4,  Philadelphia ;  R.  E.  Sir  A. 
Jordan  Swartz,  of  No.  9,  Reading.  Our  Grand  Commandery  has 
been  honored  by  the  election  of  one  of  her  Past  Grand  Command¬ 
ers,  R.  E.  Sir  James  Hernn  Hopkins,  as  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  The  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  is  to  be  congratulated  on  the  almost  universal  peace  and  good¬ 
will  which  has  prevailed  among  her  Subordinates  ever  since  organi¬ 
zation,  for  with  comparatively  few  and  trivial  exceptions  we  have 
had  nothing  to  disturb  the  peace  and  harmony  prevailing  within  our 
borders. 
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OFFICIAL  ACTION. 

On  June  3d,  1878,  I  issued,  in  accordance  with  the  custom  estab¬ 
lished  by  my  predecessors,  General  Orders,  No.  1,  dividing  the  State 
into  districts,  viz. : 


“  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania, 
Office  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 

Meadville,  June  3d,  1878. 

GENERAL  ORDERS,  No.  1. 

“The  following  Division  Commanders  have  been  appointed,  and 
will  be  respected  and  obeyed  accordingly  : 

Division  No.  1. — V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  of  Lebanon. 
Commanderies  Nos.  11,  12,  20,  24,  31,  37,  39,  and  41. 

Division  No.  2. — E.  Sir  D.  W.  C.  Carroll,  of  Pittsburgh. 
Commanderies  Nos.  1,  3,  7,  18,  35,  48,  and  49. 

Division  No.  3. — E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  3404  Hamilton 

Street,  Philadelphia. 

Commanderies  Nos.  2,  4,  15,  19,  23,  29,  32,  36,  47,  53,  and  54. 

Division  No.  4. — E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  of  Lancaster. 
Commanderies  Nos.  9,  13,  21,  26,  33,  34,  42,  55,  and  56. 

Division  No.  5. — E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  of  Pittsburgh. 
Commanderies  Nos.  10,  25,  38,  43,  and  44. 

Divisio?i  No.  6. — R.  E.  Sir  John  H.  Dusenbury,  of  Great  Bend. 
Commanderies  Nos.  14,  16,  17,  27,  28,  45,  and  57. 

Divisioti  No.  7. — E.  Sir  George  V.  Maus,  of  Erie. 
Commanderies  Nos.  22,  30,  40,  46,  50,  and  51. 

“Recorders  of  Commanderies  will  forward  without  fail  copies  of  all 
notices  issued  by  them,  as  follows  : 

“One  copy  to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Samuel  B.  Dick, 
Meadville,  Crawford  Co.,  Pa. 
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“One  copy  to  the  Grand  Recorder,  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Masonic 
Temple,  Philadelphia. 

“  One  copy  to  the  Division  Commander  in  whose  Division  the 
Commandery  is  stationed. 

“Application  having  been  made,  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
deems  it  eminently  proper  to  allow  such  of  the  Commanderies  as 
may  desire  it,  to  appear  in  public  in  full  Templar  uniform  on  the  oc¬ 
casion  of  the  Centennial  Celebration  at  Valley  Forge,  June  19th,  1878, 
and  the  Centennial  Celebration  at  Wilkesbarre,  on  July  4th,  1878. 

“TheE.  Commander  of  Commanderies  participating  will  report  to 
the  Division  Commander  in  whose  Division  the  Celebration  is  to 
take  place,  and  act  under  orders  from  him  as  the  immediate  repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Commander  for  the  time  being. 

“  By  orders  of 

“Samuel  B.  Dick, 

“  Attest  :  “  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

“  Grand  Recorder.” 


REPRESENTATIVE  APPOINTED. 

In  August,  1878,  I  issued  a  commission  to  E.  Sir  Harper  M.  Ora- 
hood,  appointing  him  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Pennsylvania  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Colorado. 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  GRAND  PRELATE. 

In  December,  1878, 1  received  the  annexed  letter  from  Grand  Prel¬ 
ate  Washburn,  tendering  his  resignation,  which  I  accepted,  and  is¬ 
sued  the  following  order,  appointing  R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle  as 
Grand  Prelate  to  fill  the  vacancy  caused  by  said  resignation. 

“  Maple  Grove,  N.  Y.,  October,  1878. 

“  To  the  M.  E.  Grand  Commander  and  R.  E.  Grand  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania. 

“ Courteous  and  Magnanimous  Sirs:  Constrained  by  circum¬ 
stances  that  render  it  impossible  for  me  to  take  part  in  person  with 
you  at  the  sessions  of  the  ensuing  portion  of  this  official  year,  I 
hereby  tender  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  Grand  Prelate.  Allow 
me  to  assure  you  all  of  my  high  esteem  and  of  my  grateful  apprecia- 
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tion  of  the  eminently  honorable  fellowship  that  I  have  officially  en¬ 
joyed  with  you.  Peace  be  with  you,  and  prosperity  throughout  your 
great  Keystone  jurisdiction,  pre-eminently  distinguished  as  it  is  for 
all  Knightly  excellence,  4  In  veritate  cam  a'micitia  sempiterna.’ 

44  Daniel  Washburn.” 

“  Office  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  the  Grand 

Commandery  of  Knights  Templar,  Pennsylvania, 

Meadvjlle,  January  4th,  1879. 

44  SPECIAL  ORDER. 

44  E.  Sir  Daniel  Washburn,  Grand  Prelate  of  the  Grand  Command- 
eiy  of  Pennsylvania,  having  removed  from  the  jurisdiction,  and  ten¬ 
dered  me  his  resignation,  which  has  been  accepted,  therefore,  by 
virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  in  me  vested,  I  have  appointed 
R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle,  of  Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1,  Grand 
Prelate  to  fill  said  vacancy. 

44  Witness  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  4th  day  of  January,  1879. 

44  Samuel  B.  Dick, 

j  Seal  of  J  “  Grand  Commander, 

f  Grand  Commander,  j 

**  A  true  copy. 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer, 

11  Grand  Recorder.” 


DISPENSATIONS. 

June  3d,  1878.  In  General  Orders,  I  issued  dispensation  to  all 
Commanderies  desiring  to  appear  in  public  at  the  Centennial  cele¬ 
brations  at  Valley  Forge,  June  19th,  1878,  and  Wilkesbarre,  July 
4th,  1878,  the  anniversary  of  the  Massacre  of  Wyoming,  in  full 
Templar  uniform,  as  these  occasions  were  national  in  their  character, 
and  commemorating  important  events  in  the  nation’s  history. 

June  17th,  1878.  To  Reading  Commandery,  No.  42,  at  Reading, 
to  make  a  pilgrimage  to  Atlantic  City,  July  17th. 

June  1 8th.  To  Rebecca  Commandery,  No.  50,  at  Sharon,  to  at¬ 
tend  the  celebration  at  Youngstown,  Ohio,  on  St*  John’s  Day. 

June  25th.  To  Clarence  Commandery,  No.  51,  at  Corry,  to  hold 
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a  special  election  for  officers,  the  election  not  having  been  held  at 
the  regular  time. 

June  25th.  To  Philadelphia  Commandery,  No.  2,  to  make  a  pil¬ 
grimage  to  Providence,  R.  I.,  and  Boston,  Mass.  ;  also  same  date  to 
St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  4,  of  Philadelphia,  to  make  a  pilgrim¬ 
age  to  Cape  May,  N.  J. 

August  13th.  To  St.  Alban,  No.  47,  Philadelphia,  to  appear  in 
full  Templar  uniform  on  August  17th,  to  receive  and  escort  Phila¬ 
delphia  Commandery,  No.  2,  on  their  return  from  Boston  and  Provi¬ 
dence  ;  also  to  same  Commandery  to  hold  a  drill  and  concert  in 
full  uniform,  October  10th,  1878. 

October  5th.  At  the  request  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of 
New  Jersey,  I  issued  dispensation  for  Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  7, 
of  Camden,  N.  J.,  to  invade  our  jurisdiction. 

October  21st.  At  same  request  to  Palestine  Commandery,  No.  3, 
of  Trenton,  to  invade  our  jurisdiction. 

October  29th.  To  Mt.  Olivet,  No.  30,  at  Erie,  to  appear  in 
public  in  full  Templar  uniform,  October  30th,  at  public  reception  and 
drill. 

December  18th.  To  St.  Alban  Commandery,  No.  47,  cf  Phila¬ 
delphia,  to  hold  Conclave  December  26th  instead  of  December  24th, 
their  regular  night  of  Conclave,  it  being  Christmas  eve. 

February  5th,  1879.  To  Tancred,  No.  48,  of  Pittsburgh,  to  hold 
a  public  reception  and  drill  on  April  15th,  1879. 

February  14th.  To  Kadosh,  No.  29,  of  Philadelphia,  to  receive 
and  act  on  petition  of  Frank  M.  Ashton  on  the  same  evening,  it  ap¬ 
pearing  that  he  was  about  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  for  a  term  of 
years,  in  the  naval  service  of  his  country. 

On  February  21st,  1879,  having  to  leave  the  jurisdiction  on  ac¬ 
count  of  ill-health,  I  directed  all  applications  for  dispensation,  etc., 
to  be  referred  to  V.  E.  Sir  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Deputy  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  who  will  report  on  such  dispensations  as  were  acted  upon 
by  him. 

On  June  7th,  1878,  I  received  a  request  from  Past  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander  George  Sheffield,  of  No.  38,  asking  for  permission  for  an 
unorganized  body  of  Templars  at  Bradford,  Pennsylvania,  to  pay  a 
visit  to  a  Commandery  at  Olean,  New  York,  in  full  uniform,  and 
have  a  public  parade,  which  request  I  refused,  for  reasons  that  must 
be  obvious  to  all  those  at  all  familiar  with  Templar  law. 
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DECISIONS. 

During  the  past  year  I  have  made  the  following  decisions : 

1.  The  Eminent  Commander  has  the  right- to  suspend  from  office 
any  officer  below  the  rank  of  Captain-General,  if  it  is  necessary  for 
the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  Commandery  and  the  proper  dis¬ 
charge  of  business.  Such  suspension  does  not  affect  the  member¬ 
ship,  and  is  subject  to  appeal. 

2.  Amendments  to  By-Laws  not  conflicting  with  the  Constitution, 
“  Rules  and  Regulations,”  and  “  Customs  and  Ritual  of  the  Order,” 
become  operative  at  the  stated  Conclave  after  their  adoption  by  the 
Commandery,  provided  they  are  approved  of  by  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander.  A  copy  of  the  amendment  to  be  forwarded  at  once 
to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  for  his  approval,  and  a  duplicate 
sent  to  the  Grand  Recorder. 

3.  “  A  commission  to  take  testimony  can  terminate  their  labors 
when  they  have  all  the  witnesses  examined  who  have  been  subpoe¬ 
naed,  but  in  case  the  commissioners  do  not  close  their  labors  in  a 
reasonable  time,  the  Commandery,  by  resolution,  can  fix  a  time 
when  they  must  close  the  case  and  report.” 

4.  “Sir  Knights  making  malicious  threats  to  blackball,  are  amena¬ 
ble  to  discipline.” 

5.  To  the  question,  Can  a  committee  refuse  to  take  testimony  and 
declare  it  irrelevant?  I  decided,  “That  page  165,  Book  of  the 
Law,  provides  that  the  E.  Commander  presides  and  decides  all 
questions  of  law  or  admissibility  of  evidence  when  the  trial  takes 
place  in  open  Commandery,  but  further  provides  that  the  testimony 
may  be  taken  by  a  committee,  and  I  therefore  decide  that  the  com¬ 
mittee  have  the  same  power  as  the  E.  Commander  in  deciding  as  to 
the  relevancy  of  testimony.” 

6.  To  the  question,  “  Can  a  Committee  close  a  case  especially 
after  notifying  the  defence  to  produce  witnesses,  and  they  (the  de¬ 
fence)  refuse  or  decline  upon  any  pretext  to  produce  them?”  answer, 
“  Undoubtedly  they  can.” 

7.  To  the  question,  “Do  we  first  vote,  is  the  charge  sustained  and, 
if  yea,  then  on  each  specification,  or  first  vote  on  each  specification, 
and  then  vote,  is  the  charge  sustained  ?”  answer,  “You  vote  on  each 
specification  separately  first,  and  then  sum  up  that  the  defendant  is 
guilty  on  such  specifications,  and  not  guilty  on  others.  Otherwise 
you  are  deciding  the  case  before  hearing  the  evidence.” 
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The  questions  on  which  decisions  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  6,  and  7  were 
asked  me  by  the  E.  Commander  of  Commandery  No.  53,  pending 
the  trial  of  one  of  its  members. 

In  November  last  I  received  communications  from  the  V.  E. 
Deputy  Grand  Commander  Sir  Knight  Gobin  and  E.  Sir  Knight 
Kendrick,  the  Division  Commander,  calling  my  attention  to  certain 
proceedings  had  in  Commandery  No.  53,  in  Philadelphia,  at  their 
last  Conclave,  which  in  my  judgment  were  entirely  irregular,  and  I 
therefore  issued  the  following  order  ; 

“  Meadville,  December  13th,  1878. 

“  To  the  E .  Commander ,  Officers ,  and  Members  of 

Corinthian  Chasseur  Commandery ,  No.  yj,  K.  T. 

“  Sir  Knights  :  The  attention  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
having  been  called  to  certain  irregularities  at  your  last  Conclave,  as 
appears  from  an  examination  of  your  minutes  of  November  18th, 
1878,  to  wit,  so  much  of  the  action  as  refers  to  the  balloting  on  the 
applications  of  Comps.  W.  J.  G.,  W.  B.,  and  H.  F.  B.,  and  the 
resolution  passed  pending  the  ballot,  excusing  the  members  from 
balloting. 

“It  becomes  my  duty,  therefore,  to  reverse  the  action  in  these 
cases,  and  to  declare  that  Comps.  W.  J.  G.,  W.  B.,  and  H.  F.  B. 
stand  rejected,  and  any  further  action  should  be  taken  according 
to  Templar  law. 

“It  is  not  competent  for  a  Commandery  to  pass  a  motion  excusing 
the  members  from  balloting  while  a  ballot  is  pending. 

“This  order  you  will  cause  to  be  read  at  your  next  stated  Conclave, 
and  spread  it  full  upon  your  records. 

“  Samuel  B.  Dick, 

f  Seal  of  \  “  R.  E.  Grand  Commander. ’1 

\  Grand  Commander.  / 

The  whole  subject-matter  of  the  troubles  which  have  arisen  in 
Commandery  No.  53  will  be  brought  before  the  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  at  the  present  session  on  appeals  from  No.  53’s  action,  and  not 
wishing  to  prejudge  the  case  in  any  way,  I  forbear  alluding  to  it 
further,  but  would  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  special  com¬ 
mittee,  to  whom  the  appeals  should  be  referred,  to  consist  of  five 
members  well  skilled  and  versed  in  Templar  law. 
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BY-LAWS. 

Subsequent  to  the  meeting  of  the  Grand'  Commandery,  requests 
were  constantly  arising  from  the  Subordinate  Gommanderies  for  relief 
in  some  manner  from  the  general  financial  distress  pervading  the 
country,  asking  permission  to  reduce  or  increase  their  dues  and  fees, 
so  that  the  Grand  Commander,  believing  it  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
Order,  was  induced  to  issue  Section  2d  of  Order  of  January  7th,  1879, 
making  such  order  more  general,  but  confining  its  action  strictly  to 
matters  that  would  not  conflict  with  the  Constitution,  Rules  and 
Edicts  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  Not  wishing  to  make  such  action 
a  precedent,  I  refer  it  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  such  action  for 
the  future  as  may  seem  desirable.  I  have  approved  under  this  ruling 
of  Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  Commanderies  Nos.  4,  15,  36, 
41,  and  53,  and  refused  my  approval  to  Article  II,  Section  2,  of  By- 
Laws  of  No.  53. 

EUROPEAN  PILGRIMAGE  OF  Nos.  35  AND  36. 

In  July  last  Commanderies  No.  35  and  36,  with  the  permission  of 
the  Grand  Commandery,  made  a  pilgrimage  to  Europe.  I  issued 
letters  of  credence  to  each  individual  Sir  Knight,  commending  them 
to  our  fraters  on  the  other  side  of  the  water,  and  from  the  glowing 
accounts  received  from  the  individual  members  who  participated  in 
the  pilgrimages,  they  must  have  had  an  enjoyable  time,  and  created 
a  favorable  impression  abroad  of  the  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania. 


RITUAL. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Commandery  the 
committee  appointed  to  revise  the  Ritual  met  in  Philadelphia  Sep¬ 
tember  3d,  all  the  committee  being  present  with  the  exception  of 
R.  E.  Sir  J.  H.  Dusenbury,  who  was  unavoidably  detained.  After 
long  and  arduous  labor  the  committee  agreed  upon  a  work,  which 
they  will  present  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  their  approval.  The 
work  of  the  committee  was  not  designed  to  form  a  new  Ritual,  but 
to  harmonize  the  existing  work  of  the  jurisdiction,  and  we  trust 
may  meet  with  the  approval  of  the  members  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery. 
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ELECTIONEERING  IN  THE  GRAND  AND  SUBORDINATE 

COMMANDERIES. 

The  attention  of  the  Grand  Commander  has  been  particularly 
called  by  the  Division  Commanders  to  the  public  manner  in  which 
the  zealous  friends  of  candidates  for  office  in  both  the  Grand  and 
Subordinate  Commanderies  press  their  claims.  “  What  is  not  per¬ 
mitted  is  prohibited/’  and  in  my  judgment  the  custom  of  sending 
postal  cards  and  circulars  through  the  mails,  or  using  the  public 
press,  urging  the  claims  of  the  respective  candidates,  is  one  which 
gives  a  publicity  to  our  affairs  which  should  not  be  permitted.  I 
would,  therefore,  suggest  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  positively  prohibiting  in  the  future  this  growing  evil. 

REPORTS  OF  DIVISION  COMMANDERS. 

The  Division  Commanders  report  a  careful  attention  to  the  affairs 
of  the  Commanderies  under  their  charge,  and,  although  in  many 
districts  great  financial  distress  has  prevailed,  yet  our  Subordinate 
Commanderies  seem  to  have  weathered  the  storm,  and  are  entering 
on  a  new  career  of  prosperity. 

The  onerous  duties  of  my  office  have  been  greatly  lightened  by 
the  zealous  and  efficient  manner  with  which  the  Division  Com¬ 
manders  have  performed  the  duties  required  of  them,  and  I  desire 
publicly  to  return  them  my  most  sincere  thanks  for  the  loyalty  and 
devotion  they  have  shown  me  during  my  service  as  Grand  Com¬ 
mander. 

PETITION  FOR  REMOVAL  OF  No.  51. 

I  have  received  an  application  from  Clarence  Commandery,  No. 
51,  at  Corry,  asking  for  permission  to  remove  to  the  town  of  Brad¬ 
ford,  McKean  County.  The  Grand  Commander  having  no  authority 
to  grant  such  permission,  it  is  referred  to  the  Grand  Commandery 
for  their  action. 

FINANCE. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  as  exhibited 
by  the  Reports  to  be  submitted  to  you  by  the  Grand  Treasurer, 
Grand  Recorder,  and  Committee  on  Finance,  is  exceedingly  grati¬ 
fying,  and  I  particularly  call  your  attention  to  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Finance  and  the  resolutions  thereto  attached. 
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DEATHS. 

t 

It  is  with  regret  that  I  announce  to  you  the  death  in  May  of  Past 
E.  Grand  Generalissimo  Henry  R.  Hawman, 

E.  Sir  Hawman  was  well  known  to  the. older  members  of  the 
Grand  Commandery,  and  by  them  highly  respected.  He  served  as 
Grand  Generalissimo  during  the  year  1 86 1-’ 62," but  latterly  he  has 
seldom  honored  the  Grand  Commandery  with  his  presence. 

I  have  also  to  announce  the  death  of  one  of  the  most  eminent  of 
the  Templars  of  this  country,  R.  E.  Sir  Thomas  J.  Corson,  M.D., 
Past  Grand  Commander  of  New  Jersey,  and  the  Grand  Recorder  at 
the  time  of  his  death.  He  was  the  Representative  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  near  that  of  New  Jersey,  which  posi¬ 
tion  he  filled  with  marked  ability.  It  will  be  long  before  any  one 
can  be  found  who  can  command  the  same  attention  to  his  annual 
reports  on  correspondence  that  R.  E.  Sir  Corson  did. 

* 

YELLOW  FEVER. 

On  the  27th  of  August  I  received  a  touching  appeal  from  the 
Grand  Commander  of  Mississippi,  asking  for  contributions  for  the 
relief  of  suffering  humanity  in  the  yellow- fever  districts,  and  know¬ 
ing  the  generous  feelings  always  manifested  by  our  valiant  Knights 
in  times  of  peril  and  distress,  I  immediately  issued  my  orders  by 
telegraph  to  the  Division  Commanders,  asking  them  to  have  the  Com- 
manderies  in  their  district  forward  contributions  to  the  Grand  Re¬ 
corder  for  such  purpose,  which  order  was  magnanimously  responded 
to,  and  the  sum  of  $1763.70  was  received  and  applied,  as  will  ap¬ 
pear  by  the  special  report  of  the  Grand  Recorder.  From  the 
grateful  acknowledgments  received  in  reply,  I  cannot  but  feel  that 
the  charity  was  well  and  worthily  bestowed. 

And  now,  Sir  Knights,  having  briefly  recounted  my  official  acts 
and  labors,  I  am  prepared  to  surrender  my  sceptre  into  such  hands 
as  you  in  your  wisdom  may  direct,  knowing  that  your  choice  will  fall 
on  one  much  more  worthy  and  well  qualified  for  the  performance  of 
its  duties  than  I  have  been. 

I  cannot,  however,  sever  my  official  connection  with  you,  after 
having  been  honored  by  you  for  seven  years  with  various  positions, 
which  finally  culminated  in  your  bestowing  on  me  the  highest  honor 
in  your  gift,  without  expressing  to  you  my  grateful  and  heartfelt 
thanks  for  the  many  honors  and  kindnesses  you  have  shown  me, 
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and  with  the  warmest  wishes  for  your  future  prosperity,  individually 
and  collectively, 

I  remain,  very  truly  and  courteously  yours, 

Samuel  B.  Dick, 

Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  Deputy  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  on 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of 
the  Grand  Officers: 

To  the  R.  E.  the  Grand  Co?nmandery 

of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania . 

It  being  made  the  duty  of  the  Deputy  Grand  Commander  by  Ar¬ 
ticle  VI  of  the  Constitution  to  act  as  the  Grand  Commander  in  cer¬ 
tain  defined  cases,  this  duty  during  a  portion  of  the  year  devolved 
upon  me  in  consequence  of  the  regretted  illness  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  his  order  to  me,  dated  February  20th,  1879,  to  assume 
charge  of  this  jurisdiction. 

The  following  matters  were  presented  and  decided  by  me  while 
thus  acting. 

BY-LAWS. 

By-Laws  of  St.  John’s,  No.  4,  were  approved. 

Certain  amendments  to  the  By-Laws  of  No.  2  were  presented  to 
me,  two  of  which  proposed  to  increase  the  number  of  officers  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  Four  Prelates,  three  Standard  Bearers,  three  Alternate  Guards. 
As  I  conceived  this  would  be  in  conflict  with  Section  7,  Article  XII, 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  Section  45,  of 
the  Constitution  of  Grand  Encampment,  I  returned  the  same  to  the 
Commandery  without  my  approval. 

DISPENSATIONS. 

Dispensations  were  granted  for  public  installations  to  Cyrene,  No. 
34,  at  Columbia;  Calvary,  No.  37,  at  Danville;  St.  Alban,  No.  47, 
at  Philadelphia;  Kensington,  No.  54,  at  Philadelphia;  Dieu  le 
Veut,  No.  45,  at  Wilkesbarre. 

All  the  Commanderies  stationed  in  Philadelphia  having  expressed 
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a  desire  to  attend  Divine  worship  in  Philadelphia  on  Good  Friday, 
April  nth,  a  dispensation  was  issued  for  that  purpose. 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  applied  for  to  receive  and  act  upon 
petitions  without  waiting  the  prescribed  time.'  In  view  of  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Section  3,  Article  XII,  of  the  Constitution,  and  the  pro¬ 
ceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery  in  1874,  I  declined  to  accede 
to  any  of  these  requests. 

The  Generalissimo  of  St.  John’s,  No.  8,  Carlisle,  having  refused  to 
serve,  on  application  being  made  I  authorized  an  election  to  be  held 
to  fill  the  vacancy. 

I  received  through  Grand  Captain-General  Kendrick  an  applica¬ 
tion  from  Kadosh  Commandery,  No.  29,  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  dis¬ 
pensation  to  change  the  night  of  stated  Conclave  in  April  of  this 
year  from  the  second  Friday,  nth  inst.,  to  the  first  Thursday,  3d 
inst.  Doubting  the  power  or  ability  to  make  the  required  change, 
as  that  could  in  no  event  be  stated  which  was  not  regular,  fixed,  and 
established,  I  communicated  my  views  thereon  to'E.  Sir  Kendrick. 
In  reply  thereto  he  quoted  precedents  of  previous  Grand  Command¬ 
ers  for  the  action  so  taken,  and  stated  that  the  Commandery,  rely¬ 
ing  upon  these  precedents,  had  taken  such  steps  as  would  seriously 
embarrass  them  if  now  compelled  to  change  their  plans.  The  object 
being  a  commendable  one,  that  of  uniting  with  their  Fraters  of  the 
various  Commanderies  stationed  in  Philadelphia  in  attendance  upon 
Divine  worship  on  Good  Friday  evening,  and  the  circumstances  pe¬ 
culiar,  I  yielded  my  views  to  the  precedents.  Not  desiring  it  to  be 
used  as  a  precedent,  however,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  present  the 
matter  to  the  Grand  Body  for  such  action  as  may  be  deemed  advisable. 

The  question  of  granting  dispensations  is  one  which  should  re¬ 
ceive  serious  consideration.  For  what  purposes  and  to  what  extent 
this  power  is  possessed  seems  to  be  a  question  of  disagreement.  An 
eminent  Masonic  author,  in  one  of  his  works,  says  the  powers  of  a 
Grand  Master  is  confined  to  only  four  circumstances. 

1.  To  open  and  hold  a  Lodge  until  the  next  communication  of 
Grand  Body. 

2.  Authorizing  more  than  the  defined  number  to  be  made  at  one 
communication. 

3.  Authorizing  a  Brother  to  belong  to  two  Lodges  at  the  same 
time. 

4.  To  install  officers  who  were  not  installed  at  the  prescribed  time. 

The  third  provision  is  not  permissible  in  this  jurisdiction,  but  is 
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expressly  prohibited.  Another  one  frequently  invoked  is  that  of 
the  power  to  act  upon  a  petition  without  waiting  the  prescribed  time. 
This  the  same  author  defines  as  a  landmark,  and  therefore  un¬ 
changeable. 

Our  Code  of  Statutes  and  Digests  of  Templar  Law  are  silent*  on 
the  subject,  and  I  therefore  deemed  the  matter  one  deserving  the 
attention  of  this  Grand  Body. 

QUESTIONS  ANSWERED. 

Of  those  questions  asked  me,  as  provided  by  Section  23  of  the 
Code,  I  only  notice  those  which  may  be  of  interest  to  some  of  the 
Knights. 

1.  The  section  of  the  By-Laws  providing  that  “the  Sentinel 
shall  receive  $  for  each  Assembly,”  provides  for  his  payment 
only  for  such  Conclaves  as  he  is  present  at  or  renders  the  requisite 
services. 

2.  That  the  duties  of  the  Recorder  as  prescribed  on  page  173, 
Book  of  the  Law,  must  be  performed  by  the  officer  during  whose 
term  the  proceedings  occurred.  That  the  word  must,  as  used  therein, 
is  peremptory,  and  that  a  Recorder  should  finish  all  business  trans¬ 
acted  during  his  term,  and  as  soon  after  its  occurrence  as  possible. 

Complaint  was  made  by  Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49,  to  E. 
Grand  Generalissimo  Carroll,  that  Kedron  Commandery,  No.  18,  of 
Greensburg,  was  guilty  of  oft-repeated  acts  of  violation  of  Section 
25,  Article  III,  of  Code,  relative  to  knighting  Companions  residing 
.outside  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  within  that  of  No.  49.  I  requested 
E.  Sir  Carroll  to  call  the  attention  of  No.  18  to  the  charge  made,  as,  if 
sustained,  the  conduct  was  in  direct  violation  of  the  Code  and  deci¬ 
sion  of  Grand  Commander  Howell  (see  Proceedings  of  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  1872).  I  further  held  that,  under  the  Law  as  at  present 
understood,  Templars  made  by  a  Commandery  of  Companions  who 
reside  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Commandery,  without  first 
obtaining  the  consent  of  such  Commandery,  are  not  lawfully  made, 
and  therefore  irregular. 

Congratulating  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  upon  his  restora¬ 
tion  to  health,  in  which  I  am  confident  the  entire  fraternity  unites, 
and  the  Order  in  this  jurisdiction  upon  the  increased  interest  mani¬ 
fested. 

Fraternally  yours, 

J.  P.  S.  Gobin, 

Deputy  Grand  Commander. 
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E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo, 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  on  motion 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of  the  Grand 
Officers: 

To  the  R .  E.  Grand  Commander ,  Officers ,  and  “ 

Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Again  we  meet  in  Annual  Conclave  to  renew  the  ties  of  brotherly 
love,  and  counsel  together  for  the  well-being  of  our  beloved  Order. 
How  many  there  are  who  have  laid  down  their  armor  the  past 
Templar  year,  gone  to  meet  the  rewards  that  await  the  valiant  soldier 
of  the  Cross.  Since  our  last  coming  together  many  have  been  the 
changes  and  vicissitudes  that  have  taken  place.  Those  of  us  who  re¬ 
main  should  strengthen  the  bond  of  union  and  fraternal  feeling, 
and  with  hearts  aglow  consecrate  anew  the  vows  so  oft  repeated. 
Looking  back  and  calmly  reviewing  the  work  that  should  have  been 
done  during  the  past  Templar  year  now  fast  closing,  I  had  firmly  re¬ 
solved  to  set  out  and  visit  each  Commandery  in  Division  No.  2. 
Very  much  to  my  regret  this  pleasure  had  to  be  foregone.  Temp- 
larism  in  this  jurisdiction  is  steadily  increasing  by  united  and 
thorough  work  ;  the  officers  and 'members  are  working  harmoniously  ; 
altogether  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  many  mercies 
vouchsafed  to  us  as  a  people.  Last  August,  at  the  bidding  of  the 
Grand  Commander,  the  Commanderies  of  this  Division  were  con¬ 
vened  for  the  purpose  of  taking  immediate  action  to  relieve  the 
wants  of  our  suffering  brethren  throughout  the  South  from  the 
dreadful  plague  then  devastating  their  cities.  The  response  was 
generous,  the  feeling  one  of  sadness. 

The  following  amounts  were  contributed  and  duly  handed  over  to 
our  worthy  Grand  Recorder,  E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer: 


Pittsburgh  Commandery, 

• 

w 

6 

& 

•  • 

.  $100 

00 

Allegheny  “ 

35’  • 

• 

.  IOO 

00 

Tancred  “ 

48,  . 

•  « 

.  IOO 

00 

St.  Omer  “ 

7,  • 

•  • 

25 

00 

Kedron  “ 

18,  . 

a  a 

•  36 

00 

Uniontown  “ 

49  5  • 

a  a 

.  20 

00 

Sir  Fred.  Gwinner, 

No.  35,  . 

•  • 

.  10 

00 

Courteously  submitted, 

D.  W.  C.  Carroll, 

Grand  General, 


Pittsburgh,  May  26th,  1879, 
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E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  E.  Grand  Captain- 
General,  presented  the  following  report,  which  was  on 
motion  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Doings  of 
the  Grand  Officers: 


Philadelphia,  May  27th,  1879. 
To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir  Knight  Companions  :  In  rendering  an  account  to  the  R.  E. 
Grand  Commander  as  Division  Commander  No.  3,  I  particularized 
my  action  so  fully  that  very  little  remains  to  be  done. 

The  officers  of  the  various  Commanderies  throughout  my  division 
are  well  skilled  in  the  duties  required  to  be  performed,  which  ren¬ 
dered  my  labors  easy  and  pleasant. 

It  is  truly  gratifying  to  know  that  my  efforts  were  kindly  appre¬ 
ciated,  and  in  all  my  visitations  Knightly  welcome  and  courteous 
hospitality  were  showered  upon  me. 

A  goodly  number  have  been  added  to  our  ranks ;  our  growth 
healthy  and  eminently  satisfactory. 

It  is  with  deep  regret  that  I  announce  the  performance  of  the  last 
sad  office  of  laying  away  in  the  grave  the  mortal  remains  of  E.  Sir 
Martin  Maloney,  Past  Commander  of  Hutchinson  Commandery, 
No.  32.  He  was  a  wise  and  accomplished  Mason.  Like  a  pilgrim 
warrior  he  was  faithful  unto  death.  . 

The  seven  Commanderies  of  Philadelphia,  together  with  Cyrene, 
of  Camden,  N.  J.,  attended  Divine  worship  on  Good  Friday,  April 
nth,  and  listened  to  a  commemorative  service  by  Rev.  Sir'  Knight 
R.  H.  Allen,  D.D.,  in  which  he  exemplified  the  beautiful  principles 
of  Templarism. 

In  all  my  installation  ceremonies  I  was  most  ably  assisted  by  the 
Grand  Sword  Bearer  E.  Sir  Edward  Masson  and  Sir  Joseph  Forster 
of  No.  4. 

I  would  take  this  opportunity  of  publicly  acknowledging  the  uni¬ 
form  kindness  and  cordial  greetings  which  have  been  extended  to 
me  by  all  the  Sir  Knights,  Courteously  submitted, 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 

Grand  Captain-General. 


E.  Sir  Mark  Richards  Muckle,  E.  Grand  Treasurer, 
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presented  the  following  report,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Finance: 


Sir  Mark  Richards  Muckle,  R.  E .  Grand  .Treasurer, 

in  account  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  K.  T. 


1878. 


Dr. 


May  1.  To  balance,  ......  $2,999  00 

27.  To  cash  received  from  the  R.  E.  Grand  Re- 


corder, 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

I,5°° 

00 

June  3. 

To 

do. 

do. 

do. 

75° 

00 

i879- 
Feb.  13. 

To 

do. 

do. 

do. 

55° 

00 

April  21. 

To 

do. 

do. 

do. 

379 

00 

29. 

To 

do. 

do. 

do. 

31 

83 

To  amount  received  for  account  of  Drill 


Book,  .......  338  05 

30.  To  balance  cash  transferred  as  per  resolution, 

from  defunct  Masonic  Home  account,  .  89  30 

To  12  months’  interest  on  $600  Masonic 

Loan  to  March  1st,  1879,  •  •  •  36  00 


1878. 


Cr. 


$6,673  18 


PAID  ON  MILEAGE  ACCOUNT. 

May  30.  W.  H.  Egle,  R.  E.  G.  Commander, 

S.  B.  Dick,  V.  E.  D.  G.  Commander,  . 

J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  E.  G.  Generalissimo, 

D.  W.  C.  Carroll,  E.  G.  Captain-General, 

D.  Washburn,  E.G.  Prelate,  . 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  E.  G.  S.  Warden, 

B.  F.  Breneman,  E.  G.  J.  Warden, 

M.  R.  Muckle,  E.  G.  Treasurer, 

C.  E.  Meyer,  E.  G.  Recorder, 

J.  L.  Young,  G.  Standard  Bearer,  . 

E.  Masson,  G.  Sword  Bearer, 

J.  A.  Smull,  E.  G.  Warder, 


$25  92 
30  00 

24  48 
22  02 

32  82 
29  22 

25  08 
29  22 

29  22 

26  22 
26  22 
16  92 
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W.  H.  Slack,  E.  G. 

Captain 

of  Guard,  . 

$ 16  02 

J.  H.  Murdoch,  Commandery  No.  1,  . 

16  02 

E.  H.  Hults, 

a 

2,  . 

26  22 

Edward  Little, 

tt 

3> 

17  86 

T.  M.  Thompson, 

tt 

4 ,  • 

26  22 

William  Chatland, 

tt 

7,  • 

16  80 

George  B.  Cole, 

tt 

8,  . 

19  32 

D.  C.  Clous, 

tt 

9,  • 

20  16 

William  Stimer, 

1 1 

10,  . 

9  00 

D.  K.  Rudy, 

it 

11,  . 

16  92 

C.  F.  Knapp, 

1 1 

12,  . 

21  66 

J.  Rohrer, 

tt 

J3,  • 

19  08 

H.  B.  Wilbur, 

tt 

14,  . 

25  92 

J.  M.  Buckwalter, 

tt 

J5»  • 

24  84 

E.  P.  Kingsbury, 

tt 

• 

28  32 

J.  S.  Welty, 

tt 

18,  . 

14  16 

J.  A.  Weaver, 

a 

19,  . 

23  4o 

J.  P.  Griffith, 

tt 

20, 

22  32 

I.  F.  Gross, 

it 

21,  . 

18  36 

D.  B.  Else, 

1 1 

22, 

14  52 

William  Lilly, 

tt 

23>  • 

24  06 

A.  F.  Siegrist, 

it 

24,  . 

18  48 

H.  Church, 

tt 

25,  • 

24  00 

C.  A.  Zerbe, 

a 

26, 

13  26 

J.  H.  Dusenbury, 

tt 

27,  . 

31  l4 

W.  W.  Reed, 

tt 

3°>  • 

22  08 

J.  Y.  Sollenberger, 

tt 

31,  • 

22  50 

George  A.  Lenzi, 

tt 

32?  • 

24  24 

S.  D.  Grey, 

tt 

33’  • 

11  88 

S.  S.  Clair, 

tt 

34,  • 

18  66 

L.  S.  Smith, 

it 

35>  • 

16  02 

J.  S.  Barber, 

1 1 

36,  • 

26  22 

A.  J.  Frick, 

tt 

37,  • 

24  00 

A.  Wolfinger, 

tt 

39,  • 

23  82 

A.  K.  Whitner, 

1 1 

41,  . 

22  26 

George  E.  Haak, 

tt 

42,  . 

20  16 

Edward  Smith, 

tt 

45.  • 

23  52 

J.  C.  C.  Whaley, 

tt 

46,  • 

13  08 

H.  P.  John, 

tt 

47,  • 

26  22 

B.  Darlington, 

tt 

48,  . 

16  02 
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R.  Williamson,  Commandery  No.  50, 

George  E.  Wagner,  “  53, 

William  B.  Fox,  “  54, 

William  Mcl. Ostrander, li  '57, 

S.  W.  Wray,  Chairman  Committee*on  Mileage 
and  Pay,  ...... 


$ 20  22 
26  22 

23  22 

24  06 

29  22 


Total  mileage  and  per  diem .  .  $1,259  02 


PAID  ON  MISCELLANEOUS  ACCOUNT. 

May  30.  Order  No.  1.  W.  H.  Slack,  official  expenses,  $15  00 
Order  No.  2.  B.  F.  Breneman,  official  expen¬ 
ses,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  «  19  75 

Order  No.  3.  Dean  &  Pircairn,  printing,  .  6  50 

Order  No.  4.  D.  W.  C.  Carroll,  official  ex¬ 
penses,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  50  °o 

Order  No.  5.  J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  official  expenses,  18  62 

Order  No.  6.  S.  B.  Dick,  official  expenses,  .  37  00 

Order  No.  7.  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  offi¬ 
cial  expenses,  .  .  .  .  .  .  15  00 

Order  No.  8.  A.  J.  Kauffman,  official  expen¬ 
ses,  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  34  1 8 

Order  No.  9.  W.  H.  Egle,  official  expenses,  .  117  50 

Order  No.  10.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing  Drill 

Book  (contract),  .  .  .  .  .  516  80 

Order  No.  1 1.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing  1200 

copies  Book  of  the  Law  (contract),  .  .  370  75 

Order  No.  12.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing,  .  70  00 

Order  No.  13.  D.  Washburn,  official  expenses,  16  00 

Order  No.  14.  M.  R.  Muckle,  postage,  etc.,  .  9  00 

Order  No.  15.  H.  Sartain,  printing  Egle’s 

plate*  ........  24  30 

Order  No.  16.  C.  E.  Meyer,  postage,  express¬ 
ing  freight,  etc.,  .....  33  3° 

Order  No  17.  J.  C.  Kreider,  rent  of  Opera 

House,  Altoona,  .....  50  00 

July  3.  Order  No.  18.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing  An¬ 
nual  Proceedings,  .....  363  80 

Order  No.  19.  W.  H.  Hoskins,  printing  and 

stationery, .  59  44 
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Order  No.  20.  Englehart  &  Son,  Past  Com¬ 
mander’s  jewel  for  W.  H.  Egle,  .  .  .  $49  50 

Order  No.  21.  Theo.  F.  Scheffer,  printing,  .  9  00 

Order  No.  22.  John  Thomson,  Grand  Sec¬ 
retary,  rent,  ......  40  00 

Order  No.  23.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing,  .  51  48 

Sep.  10.  Order  No.  24.  John  Thomson,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  rent,  .......  40  00 

Order  No.  25.  S.  B.  Dick,  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  expenses  of  Committee  on  Ritual,  186  92 
Order  No.  26.  Grand  Commander,  telegrams 

to  Division  Commanders,  etc.,  .  .  .  12  25 

Order  No.  27.  M.  S  Tracy,  papyrograph, 

etc.,  ........  40  00 

Oct.  15.  Order  No.  28.  D.  W.  C.  Carroll,  advertising, 

6tC.j  ••••••*•  I  ^  OO 

Dec.  13.  Order  No.  29.  T.  S.  Parvin,  Grand  Recorder, 

Grand  Encampment  annual  dues  for  1878,  .  299  00 

1879. 

Feb.  17.  Order  No.  30.  C.  E.  Meyer,  9  months’  salary 

as  Grand  Recorder  to  February  1st,  .  375  00 

Order  No.  31.  C.  E.  Meyer,  expenses  of  Grand 

Captain  General  to  Allentown,  .  .  19  25 

Order  No.  32.  C.  E.  Meyer,  postage,  express¬ 
ing,  etc.,  Annual  Proceedings  and  Drill 
Books,  .......  101  99 

Mar.  4.  Order  No.  33.  Grand  Recorder,  expenses  of 

Committee  on  Ritual,  Pittsburgh,  .  .  27  50 

April  28.  Order  No.  34.  John  Thomson,  Grand  Secre¬ 
tary,  rent,  .  .  .  .  .  .  40  00 

Order  No.  35.  Sherman  &  Co.,  printing,  .  no  00 

Order  No.  36.  C.  E.  Meyer,  3  months’  salary 

as  Grand  Recorder  to  April  30th,  .  .  125  00 

April  30.  Order  No.  37.  Isaac  Muff,  care  of  banners,  10  00 


$4,637  85 

May  1.  By  balance,  .......  2,035  33 


$6,673  18 
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1878. 

Dr. 

April  30.  To  balance, 

•  • 

.  .  .  $2,999  00 

1 879* 

May  1.  To  receipts, 

•  • 

•  k .  •  •  3>674  18 

$6,673  18 

1879. 

Cr. 

*•  - « - — * 

May  1.  By  payments, 

•  • 

.  $4,637  85 

By  balance, 

•  • 

2,035  33 

$6,673  18 

ASSETS  IN  THE  HANDS  OF  THE  GRAND  TREASURER. 

* 

Six  certificates  of  New  Masonic  Redemption  Loan,  .  $600  00 
Balance  cash  on  hand,  ......  2,035  33 

$2,635  33 


Respectfully  and  courteously  submitted, 

Mark  Richards  Muckle, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

Examined  and  compared  with  vouchers  and  Grand  Recorder’s 
book,  May  15th,  1879,  an(f  found  correct. 

Daniel  Sutter, 

H.  P.  John, 

John  Slingluff, 

Committee  on  Finance. 

I  regret  that  my  efforts  to  collect  the  sum  advanced  to  the  so- 
called  Masonic  Home  account  by  this  Grand  Commandery  has  been 
unsuccessful.  I  have  had  correspondence  with  the  Treasurer  and 
President  of  the  same,  receiving  from  the  former  a  statement,  from 
which  it  would  appear  that  of  the  amount  received  from  this  body, 
viz.,  $300,  and  other  moneys  collected  from  other  sources,  there  is 
only  $106.56  left  as  a  remaining  balance  in  his  hands.  E.  Sir  Knight 
Robert  Klotz,  the  Treasurer,  writes  that  he  is  prepared  to  pay  this 
balance  into  the  treasury  of  the  Grand  Commandery  if  the  Presi¬ 
dent,  M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins,  so  desires  it.  When  M.  E.  Sir 
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Hopkins  is  written  to,  he  states  that  he  has  no  authority  to  direct  its 
payment.  He  further  states  “  that  a  meeting  of  the  Board  will 
have  to  be  called,  or  E.  Sir  Knight  Klotz  will  have  to  act  on  his 
own  responsibility.” 

So  the  matter  rests,  and  little  prospect  appears  to  exist  for  recov¬ 
ering  any  of  the  money  intended  for  a  good  object.  In  my  estima¬ 
tion,  it  would  be  equally  as  safe  in  the  treasury  of  your  Grand 
Commandery  as  in  the  hands  of  individual  members,  where  it  is  at 
present. 

Correspondence  and  statement  is  herewith  submitted. 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 

Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  E.  Grand  Recorder,  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report,  which  was  on  motion  re¬ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance; 

To  the  Grand  Commandeiy  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  Grand  Recorder  would  report  that  the  following  amounts 
have  been  received  from  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  since  the 
last  published  Report  to  May  24th,  1879: 


From  Commandery  No.  1, 

$120  00 

a 

4  4 

2, 

215  5° 

1 1 

4  4 

4, 

3°°  85 

( e 

44 

7, 

14  5° 

a 

44 

s, 

0 

0 

VO 

11 

44 

9 , 

75  00 

n 

4  4 

10, 

32  5° 

1  ( 

44 

n, 

69  55 

u 

4  4 

1 2, 

55  5° 

te 

44 

112  50 

4  4 

4  4 

14, 

32  5° 

4  e 

4  4 

i5, 

28  00 

a 

4  4 

16, 

56  5° 

4  4 

44 

17, 

40  OO 

44 

44 

19, 

6l  50 

4  4 

4  4 

20, 

73  5° 

4  4 

4  4 

21, 

39  00 

44 

4  4 

22, 

M 

O 

O 

f 
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From  Commandery  No. 

23? 

$3 2  00 

CC 

cc 

24, 

43  *5 

1C 

cc 

c 

24, 

43  5° 

CC 

cc 

25? 

V 

4 

64  00 

cc 

cc 

26, 

•  . 

29  5° 

c c 

cc 

28, 

• 

7  5° 

c c 

cc 

29, 

140  00 

i  c 

0 

c  c 

3°? 

74  5° 

CC 

cc 

3D 

33  00 

CC 

c  c 

32, 

60  50 

cc 

cc 

33? 

45  5° 

cc 

cc 

34, 

34  00 

cc 

cc 

r  c 

35? 

114  33 

ce 

cc 

36? 

264  04 

ce 

c  c 

37, 

17  00 

ce 

c  c 

38, 

57  00 

it 

cc 

39? 

17  5° 

cc 

cc 

40, 

21  50 

ce 

cc 

40, 

21  50 

c  c 

c  c 

41, 

28  05 

cc 

cc 

42, 

88  50 

cc 

c  c 

43? 

48  12 

1C 

c  c 

44? 

32  82 

cc 

c  c 

46, 

28  53 

cc 

c  c 

46, 

32  5° 

c  c 

cc 

47? 

0 

0 

N 

M 

cc 

c  c 

48, 

117  OO 

c  c 

c  c 

49? 

IO  63 

cc 

cc 

5°? 

29  OO 

C  i 

cc 

51? 

15  5° 

cc 

c  c 

53? 

127  50 

cc 

cc 

54, 

72  00 

cc 

c  c 

56, 

13  00 

c  c 

cc 

57? 

f 

8  50 

Receipts  from  sale  of  Books  of  Tactics  and  Drill. 

From  Commandery  No.  47, 

• 

$10  00 

c  c 

c  c 

15? 

• 

• 

• 

• 

10  00 

c  c 

c  c 

20, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

3  75 

cc 

cc 

8, 

• 

• 

• 

• 

10  00 
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brom  Commandery  No. 

37, 

#1° 

00 

(  t 
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1 1 

3° 

tt 

it 

13, 

20 

00 

it 

a 
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00 
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00 

It 
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7, 
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00 

t  t 
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00 

t  t 
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20 

00 
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tt 

00 
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00 

tt 
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tt 

tt 

IO, 

10 

00 

t  t 

tt 

29, 

10 

00 

tt 

tt 

54, 

i5 

00 

t t 

tt 

34, 

10 

00 

tt 

tt 

35> 

5° 

00 

tt 

1 1 

26, 

13 

00 

tt 

tt 

19, 

10 

00 

tt 

tt 

25, 

15 

00 

( ( 

tt 

1, 

19 

00 

n 

tt 

53, 

1 

25 

iC 

it 

54, 

3 

00 

Individuals, 

18 

25 

Amendments  to  the  By-Laws  have  been  received  from  a  number 
of  Commanderies,  which  have  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
By-Laws. 

The  following  Statement  is  condensed  from  the  returns  of  Subor¬ 
dinate  Commanderies. 


Knighted  during  year  ending,  ; 

.  220 

Admitted  to  membership,  . 

.  20 

Dimited,  .  ...... 

84 

Died,  .  .  .  . 

73 

Suspended,  . 

236 

Degraded,  .  ...... 

8 

Rejected,  ....... 

17 

Restored,  ....... 

2 

Present  number  of  members  reported,  . 

•  5817  . 

The  Grand  Recorder  desires  to  make  report  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  of  the  receptions  given  to  the  American  Knights  Templar 
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representing  Alleghany,  No.  35,  and  Mary,  No.  36,  Commanderies, 
on  their  visit  to  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  in  July  and  August,  1878. 
The  most  unbounded  hospitalities  were  extended  by  all,  and  the 
warmest,  heartiest  welcome  awaited  them  wherever  they  went.  Per¬ 
sonally  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder  were  under  special 
obligations  to  Bros.  Neilson,  Grffin,  Flavelle,  Bickerton,  Millar, 
McElwee,  Walker,  Read,  Fisher,  Ferguson,  Lyons,  R.  S.  Brown, 
Robeson,  Inness,  Whytehead,  Cumberland,  Valentine,  Varey  (Lord 
Mayor),  Cooper,  Ellis,  Blair,  Webster,  Brown,  Nicholson,  Unwin, 
Kenning,  Woodford,  Hughan,  and  a  host  of  others,  who  greeted  us 
as  old  friends  and  brothers. 

In  accordance  with  directions  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  letters 
of  credence  were  issued  to  the  members  of  both  Commanderies. 
The  Grand  Recorder  is  under  great  obligations  to  E.  Sir  James  S. 
Barber  for  kindly  acting  in  his  stead  while  absent. 

A  special  report  has  been  prepared  and  will  be  submitted  relative 
to  the  yellow  fever  fund. 

Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Recorder. 


The  Grand  Recorder  presented  the  following  special 
report,  which  was  received,  and  on  motion  the  balance 
remaining  in  his  hands  was  placed  in  the  Treasury  of 
the  Grand  Commandery: 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir  Knights  :  The  Grand  Recorder  would  courteously  report  that 
in  accordance  with  directions  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
through  the  Division  Commanders,  the  following  amounts  have 
been  received  for  the  relief  of  the  yellow-fever  sufferers  during  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1878  : 


Dr. 


Received  from 

Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1, 

.  $IOO 

OO 

11 

Philadelphia 

“  2,  . 

IOO 

OO 

iC 

St.  Omer 

7,  • 

25 

OO 

(( 

De  Molay 

• 

•N 

On 

v» 

.  IO 

OO 

u 

Mountain 

“  IO, 

20 

OO 

ll 

Pilgrim 

“  II, 

2  S 

OO 
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Received  from  Lancaster  Commandery  No. 

i3> 

$ 5 0 

00 

tt 

Palestine 

14, 

100 

00 

te 

Kedron 

1 1 

18, 

36 

00 

tt 

York 

a 

21, 

40 

00 

t  t 

Baldwin  II 

a 

22, 

46 

00 

te 

Packer 

<t 

23> 

25 

00 

tt 

Individual  Knight 

s 

of  Hermit 

( e 

24, 

54 

00 

it 

Northwestern 

<( 

25> 

47 

00 

e : 

Great  Bend 

te 

27> 

35 

00 

te 

Kadosh 

a 

29> 

44 

00 

te 

Mt.  Olivet 

te 

3°> 

5° 

00 

tt 

Ivanhoe 

e  1 

3L 

37 

00 

(Members  at  Mahanoy  City,  32;  members  atTamaqua, 

50 

a. 

Hutchinson  Commandery, No.  32, 

16 

00 

te 

Constans 

1 1 

33> 

100 

00 

t t 

Cyrene 

tt 

34, 

25 

00 

tt 

Allegheny 

ce 

35? 

100 

00 

a 

Fred.  Gwinner, 

tt 

35? 

10 

00 

t t 

Mary 

1 1 

36? 

JI3 

55 

tt 

Calvary 

tt 

37? 

1 1 

40 

tt 

Knapp 

e  t 

40, 

14 

00 

tt 

Reading 

e  e 

42, 

25 

00 

tt 

Talbot 

tt 

43? 

3° 

00 

tt 

St.  Alban 

tt 

47? 

112 

5° 

tt 

Tancred 

tt 

48, 

100 

00 

te 

Uniontown 

t  e 

49? 

20 

00 

tt 

Rebecca 

a 

50, 

20 

00 

(( 

Clarence 

a 

51? 

16 

00 

( ( 

Kensington 

1 1 

54, 

61 

25 

( < 

Centennial 

1 1 

55? 

J5 

00 

{( 

Continental 

tt 

56? 

3° 

00 

<  ( 

St.  John’s 

tt 

4, 

• 

• 

100 

00 

$*7 63  7° 

In  accordance  with  instructions  given  by  the  Grand  Officers,  the 
Grand  Recorder  was  directed  to  forward  such  amounts  to  the  differ¬ 
ent  infected  sections  where  most  needed,  to  be  used  for  the  relief  of 
all  sufferers ;  the  option  being  given  to  select  either  money  or  other 
necessaries.  The  amounts  as  received  have  been  forwarded  as  fol- 
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lows,  and  were  continued  to  be  forwarded  equally  until  orders  were 
received  to  send  no  more,  as  through  the  overwhelming  benevo¬ 
lence  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity  and  Knights  Templars  and  the  people 
of  the  North,  more  money  was  received  than-  was  needed.  When 
orders  were  received  that  no  further  aid  was  needed,  there  remained 
a  small  balance  in  my  hands  subject  to  the  order  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery. 

Cr. 


Amount  forwarded  to  John  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 

Mississippi,  . 

“  “  Samuel  Alston,  Grand  Com¬ 

mander,  Louisiana, 

“  “  M.  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder, 

Tennessee,  . 

“  “  John  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 

Mississippi,  . 

“  “  M.  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder, 

Tennessee,  . 

“  “  John  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 

Mississippi,  . 

“  “  M.  B.  Howell,  Grand  Recorder, 

Tennessee,  . 

“  “  John  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 

Mississippi,  . 

<k  “  John  L.  Power,  Grand  Recorder, 

Mississippi,  . 

“  “  by  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No. 

4,  direct  to  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi,  . 


$200  00 
300  00 

200  00 

200  00 

300  00 

100  00 

100  00 

75  00 
100  00 

TOO  OO 


To  balance  on  hand, 


$1675  00 

88  70 


$1763  70 

The  correspondence,  etc.,  are  submitted  with  this  report. 

Courteously  submitted, 

Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Recorder. 


Examined  and  approved. 

Daniel  Sutter, 

H.  P.  John, 

John  Slingluff, 
Finance  Committee. 
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Appeals  were  presented  and  read  from  G.  R.,  H.  G. 
H.,  G.  H.  W.,  and  J.  E.  P.,  against  the  action  of  Com- 
mandery  No.  53;  at  the  suggestion  of  the  R.  E.  Grand 
Commander  they  were  on  motion  referred  to  a  special 
committee,  consisting  of  R.  E.  Sirs  Grant  Weidman, 
Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  Wm.  H.  Egle,  E.  Sirs  Samuel 
Harper,  and  Jacob  F.  Ouillman. 

An  appeal  was  received  from  J.  R.,  from  the  action 
of  Commandery  No.  53,  which  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

A  communication  was  received,  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  filed,  from  M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins,  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Masonic  Home  Association,  in  reference  to 
said  Home. 

A' communication  was  received  from  St.  John’s  Com¬ 
mandery,  No.  4,  asking  that  an  irregular  suspension  be 
removed,  which  was  on  motion  unanimously  granted. 

A  protest  of  several  members  of  Pilgrim  Comman¬ 
dery,  No.  11,  against  the  action  of  the  Commandery  in 
reference  to  Life  Membership  fees,  was  on  motion  laid 
upon  the  table,  no  notice  havingbeen  given  to  the  Com¬ 
mandery  of  the  protest. 

An  application  received  and  read  from  a  number  of 
the  members  of  Clarence  Commandery,  No.  51,  stationed 
at  Corry,  for  permission  to  remove  said  Commandery 
to  Bradford,  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Dispensations  and  Charters. 

t 

R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Egle,  M.D.,  presented  his  cre¬ 
dentials  as  Representative  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Colorado,  and  was  received  and  acknowledged  as 
such. 
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The  Grand  Commandery  at  io  o’clock  adjourned  to 
meet  at  9  o’clock  on  Wednesday  morning. 

V 

Wednesday  Morning,  May  28th,  1879. 

Promptly  at  9  o’clock  the  Grand  Commandery  was 
opened. 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  Roome,  Past  Grand  Commander 
of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York,  and  Special 
Representative  of  the  M.  E.  Grand  Master  of  Knights 
Templar  of  the  United  States  of  America  for  District 
No.  2,  was  introduced  to  the  Grand  Commandery  by 
V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin.  He  was  welcomed  by  the 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  when  R.  E.  Sir  Chas.  Roome 
was  pleased  to  reply  in  fitting  terms. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  was  pleased  to  ap¬ 
point  the  following  Sir  Knights  to  fill  vacancies  in  the 
several  committees: 

Credentials. 

Sir  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  No.  4, 

E.  Sir  Bernard  E.  Lehman,  No.  19. 

Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers . 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Kingston, 

“  John  Vallerchamp. 

Dispensations  and  Charters. 

E.  Sir  John  B.  Arnold,  No.  1, 

1  ‘  Charles  A.  Saylor,  No.  9, 

“  J.  G.  Bobb,  No.  8, 

“  J.  Frank  Knight,  No.  29. 

Grievances  and  Appeals. 

E.  Sir  Wesley  Hammer,  No.  31, 

“  John  L.  Young,  No.  36, 

“  A.  W.  Cox,  No.  43. 

3 
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Next  Place  of  Meeting. 

E.  Sir  E.  B.  Spencer,  No.  53, 

“  J-  M.  Lockwood,  No.  51, 
“  Charles  A.  .Zerbe,  No.  26, 
“  A.  R.  Hall,  No.  29. 


Templar  Jurisprudence. 

E.  Sir  Robert  E.  Patterson,  No.  29. 

The  hour  of  10  o’clock,  the  time  for  holding  the  An¬ 
nual  Election,  having  arrived,  tellers  were  appointed, 
and  the  Grand  Commandery  proceeded  with  that 
business.  The  following  Knights  were  declared  duly 
elected: 


V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  .  . 

E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  .  . 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 
E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  .  . 

E.  Sir  and  Rev.  A.  V.  C.  Schenck, 
E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  . 
E.  Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D., 
E.  Sir  Mark  Richards  Muckle, 
E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  . 


R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 
E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Grand  Captain- General. 

E.  Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Grand  Junior  Warden . 

E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Grand  Recorder. 


The  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters  pre¬ 
sented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted: 

Allentown,  Pa.,  May  28th,  1879. 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Coimnander,  Officers  and  Members 

of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Committee  on  Dispensations  and  Charters,  having  duly  con¬ 
sidered  the  matter  of  removal  of  Clarence  Commandery,  No.  51, 
K.  T.,  now  located  at  Corry,  to  Bradford,  McKean  County,  Pa., 
would  respectfully  report,  and  recommend  that  the  request  be  not 
granted. 

J.  B.  Arnold, 

Alex.  J.  Frick, 

J.  Frank  Knight, 
John  G.  Bobb. 
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The  Committee  on  By-Laws  presented  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

*  May  24th,  1879. 

4 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Officers  and  ‘Members  of 

the  Grand  Commandery  of  Knights  Templar  of  Pennsylvania  : 

— 

The  Committee  on  By-Laws  would  most  respectfully  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  matters  to  which  their  attention  was  di¬ 
rected  at  the  last  Annual  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
beg  leave  to  state  : 

1st.  That  the  article  in  the  Book  of  the  Law,  on  page  154,  has 
nothing  whatever  to  do  with  Life  Membership.  It  reads  as  follows  : 
“  A  Commandery  cannot  exempt  a  member  from  all  yearly  dues  by 
a  vote  to  that  effect,  or  by  electing  him  an  Honorary  Member.” 
Refer  also  to  page  156,  which  provides  for  a  plan  of  Life  Member¬ 
ship  as  approved  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States 
in  1874.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  a  Commandery  may  establish  a 
Life  Member  system  upon  payment  of  a  stipulated  sum. 

In  correspondence  with  one  of  the  Committee  of  Jurisprudence 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  he  writes  as  fol¬ 
lows  :  “  I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  that  decision  (viz.,  on  page 
154)  does  not  prevent  the  establishment  of  Life  Membership.  Such 
a  system  is  really  the  payment  of  dues  in  advance,  and  there  can¬ 
not  be  a  doubt  but  that  a  Commandery  may  establish  one.” 

2d.  The  time  of  appointing  and  the  reporting  of  the  Commit¬ 
tee  of  Accounts,  Article  IV,  Section  1,  in  the  printed  form  of  By- 
Laws,  is  undoubtedly  incorrect.  The  draft  for  form  of  By-Laws  was 
originally  adopted  in  1871,  at  which  time  the  Templar  year  com¬ 
menced  on  the  first  day  of  April  (see  Constitution  of  1872,  Article 
XII),  at  which  time  the  stated  Conclave  in  March  was  the  proper 
time  for  the  appointment  of  said  committee.  Since  then  the  com¬ 
mencement  of  the  Templar  year  has  been  changed  to  May  the  first ; 
hence,  according  to  all  business  and  Masonic  usage,  said  committee 
should  be  appointed  in  April  and  report  in  May.  The  Grand 
Commandery  has  changed  the  time  for  holding  its  Annual  Con¬ 
claves  so  often  that  the  committee  beg  leave  to  offer  the  following 
amendment  to  Article  IV  of  the  By-Laws:  Strike  out  “  at  the  stated 
Assembly  in  March,”  and  insert  “at  the  last  stated  Conclave  in  the 
Templar  year;”  also  strike  out  “  stated  Assembly  in  April,”  and  in¬ 
sert  “  next  stated  Conclave  of  the  Commandery.” 
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They  would  also  move  to  amend  Article  VI  of  the  By-Laws  by 
striking  out  Section  2,  and  inserting  Sections  6  and  7  of  Article 
XIII  of  the  Constitution  (which  is  relative  to  rejection). 

Also  to  amend  Section  3,  Article  III,  by  adding  the  word  Elect 
after  Commander  in  second  line,  when  it  will  then  read,  “At  the 
stated  Conclave  in  April,  the  Eminent  Commander  Elect  shall  ap¬ 
point,”  etc. 

They  would  also  recommend  that  after  the  form  of  By  Laws  have 
been  corrected  that  the  Grand  Recorder  be  directed  to  have  a  suf¬ 
ficient  number  of  copies  printed  and  distributed  to  the  various  Com- 
manderies  for  their  guidance  in  framing  new  By-Laws. 

The  committee  have  examined  the  By-Laws  of  the  following 
Commanderies :  Nos.  14,  2 1,  26,  32,  37,49,54.  They  recommend 
that  the  following  Commanderies  be  directed  to  make  corrections 
as  follows  : 

No.  14.  Strike  out  Article  V,  relative  to  appointment  of  Finance 
Committee. 

No.  21.  Article  IV,  Section  1,  strike  out  the  words  “ examine 
and.”  Article  X,  make  it  correspond  to  the  prescribed  form. 

No.  26.  Article  V,  Section  1,  strike  out  the  words  “  also  in 
which  he  holds  membership .” 

No.  32.  Make  correspond  to  Article  V,  Section  1  and  2  ;  to 
Article  IV,  Section  2  ;  to  Article  X. 

No.  54.  Article  III,  Section  4,  strike  out  “  1st  Monday  ”  and 
insert  “  1st  day.”  Article  V,  Section  1,  strike  out  “to  which  he 
belongs  ”  and  insert  “  in  which  he  received  the  degrees.”  Article 
X,  strike  out  all  of  Section  2,  relative  to  Committee  of  Grievance. 

No.  15,  37,  41,  49  need  no  correction. 

No.  37  have  a  system  of  Life  Membership  worthy  of  imitation. 
They  exempt  from  all  further  dues,  except  Grand  Commandery  dues 
and  assessments,  and  Grand  Encampment  assessments. 

They  have  examined  amendment  to  By-Laws  of  Commandery  36, 
viz.,  Article  VII,  Section  3,  adopted  May  8th,  and  recommend  that 
the  amendment  be  not  approved. 

Courteously  submitted, 

John  Hanold, 

Geo.  E.  Wagner, 
Daniel  B.  Else, 
Thos.  S.  McNair. 

The  reply  was  received  from  Commandery  No.  53 
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to  the  appeals  of  certain  members,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Special  Committee  having  charge  of  said  cases. 

V 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Correspondence  pre¬ 
sented  their  report,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
(See  Appendix.) 

The  Committee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  reported 
that  nothing  had  been  referred  to  them. 

o 


The  Committee  on  Finance  reported  as  follows,  and 
the  report  was  received  and  the  recommendations 
adopted: 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander ,  Officers  and  Members 

of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pe?insylvani a  : 

The  Committee  on  Finance  courteously  report  that  they  have  ex- 
,  amined  the  books  and  accounts  of  the  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand 
Recorder  for  the  year  ending  April  30th,  1879,  compared  their 
vouchers,  and  find  them  correct,  showing  the  following  receipts  and 
expenditures. 

GRAND  TREASURER’S  ACCOUNT. 

Dr. 

To  cash  on  hand  as  per  last  report,  .... 

“  received  from  Grand  Recorder,  fees  and  dues, 

“  “  et  “  “  Manual  of  Drill, 

“  interest  etc.,  ....... 

a  a 


$ 2,999  00 

3>2I°  83 
338  °5 
89  30 
36  00 


Cr. 

By  cash  paid  on  orders  of  Grand  Commandery, 


$6,6 73  18 
T637  85 


Cash  on  hand  in  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer,  .  .  $2,035  33 

Also  six  certificates  of  Masonic  Loan,  $100  each  .  600  00 


The  Grand  Recorder’s  books  show  an  itemized  account  of  cash 
receipts  from  each  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  for  fees,  dues, 
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and  sale  of  “Manual  of  Tactics  and  Drill,”  and  his  receipts  from 
the  Grand  Treasurer  correspond  with  the  annexed  statement. 

The  Grand  Treasurer’s  account — showing  the  cash  on  hand  at  last 
report,  and  amount  of  receipts  for  the  past  year,  and  balance  on 
hand  at  the  present  time,  as  per  annexed  statement,  and  his  vouchers — 
shows  the  various  sources  of  expenditure,  as  approved  by  your  com¬ 
mittee,  which  have  been  presented  to  you  in  his  detailed  report. 

The  investment  in  the  hands  of  Grand  Treasurer  consists  of  six 
certificates  of  Masonic  Loan,  one  hundred  dollars  each,  making  a 
total  of  six  hundred  dollars. 


The  following  is  an  estimate  of  receipts  for  the  year  ending  April 
30th, 1880  : 

From  dues,  ........ 

fees,  ........ 


<( 


(( 

cc 

n 

u 


Manual  of  Tactics  and  Drill,  . 
charters,  .... 

interest,  .... 

Grand  Encampment  assessment, 


12,700  00 
500  00 
300  00 
200  00 
36  00 
290  00 

,026  00 


Your  Committee  recommend  that  the  following  appropriations  be 
made  for  the  present  Templar  year,  beginning  May  1st,  1879  : 

Rent  of  office  for  Grand  Treasurer  and  Grand  Recorder,  $160  00 
Grand  Officers’  expenses,  ......  400  00 

Recorder’s  services,  ......  500  00 

290  00 
1300  00 
150  00 
850  00 


(( 


( ( 


Encampment  assessment, 

Mileage  and  pay,  ..... 
Incidentals,  Past  G.  C.  jewel,  etc.,  . 
Printing  Proceedings,  express,  postage,  etc., 


$3,650  00 

The  depression  of  the  past  few  years  still  continues  with  some  of 
the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  affecting  their  finances,  and  to 
lighten  their  burden  your  committee  recommend  that  an  allowance 
of  ten  per  cent,  be  made  on  the  dues  of  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries  for  their  members  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  the  year 
ending  April  30th,  1880. 

Daniel  Sutter, 
Hibbert  P.  John, 
John  Slingluff, 

Finance  Committee. 
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The  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  presented 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 

Allentown,  May  27th,  1879. 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Co?n?nander,  Officers  and  Members  of 

the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania, -Knights  Templar. 

Sir  Knights  :  Your  Committee  on  Printing  and  Publishing  re¬ 
spectfully  report  that  the  printing  for  the  past  year  was  by  them 
given  to  the  lowest  and  best  bidder  for  the  work,  which  appears  to 
have  been  performed  to  the  satisfaction  of  your  Committee  and  the 
Brotherhood  generally. 

The  amount  appropriated  for  the  work,  including  postage  and  ex¬ 
pressing,  was  $750,  being  $250  less  than  the  previous  year.  The 
expenditures  for  the  same  time  on  this  account  were  $853.81,  there¬ 
by  exceeding  the  estimated  appropriation  by  $103.81. 

The  sums  of  $516.80,  appropriated  for  electrotyping  and  printing 
the  “Manual  of  Tactics  and  Drill,”  and  $370.75,  for  printing  the 
“Book  of  the  Law,”  having  been  contracted  for  to  be  done  at  those 
figures,  the  entire  sums  were  expended. 

All  of  which  your  committee  respectfully  and  courteously  submit. 

M.  Richards  Muckle, 
Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Wm.  H.  Hoskins, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Doings  of  the  Grand  Officers 
presented  the  following  report,  which  was  received  and 
adopted: 

To  the  Grand  Co?nmandery  of  Pennsylvania  : 

The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  doings  of  the  Grand 
Officers  courteously  submit  their  report : 

That  they  recognize  with  full  force  the  arduous  labors  and  duties 
of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  who  having  served  full  seven  years 
as  an  officer  of  this  Grand  Body,  can  well  retire  with  the  plaudit 
“well  done.”  During  his  recent  illness,  he  had  the  heartfelt  sym¬ 
pathy  of  every  Sir  Knight  within  the  jurisdiction  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  on  his  recovery  to  health  the  congratulations  of  all. 

The  interesting  report  of  his  official  doings  submitted,  show  how 
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prosperously  this  Templar  body  has  increased  during  the  first  quarter 
of  a  century  of  its  existence,  and  how  bright  and  hopeful  are  its 
future  of  honor  and  its  career  of  usefulness. 

Without  entering  at  length  into  the  interesting  details  of  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  your  committee  would 
earnestly  call  the  attention  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  such  sug¬ 
gestions  as  having  been  passed  upon  form  part  of  the  regulations. 

The  decisions  as  numbered  Nos.  1,  3,  4,  5,  7,  and  8,  are  heartily 
approved,  being  in  consonance  with  Templar  law. 

In  lieu  of  Decision  II,  the  committee  would  recommend  the  fol¬ 
lowing  modification  for  adoption  : 

2.  Amendments  to  By-Laws  not  conflicting  with  the  Constitu¬ 
tion,  “Rules  and  Regulations,”  and  “  Customs  and  Ritual  of  the 
Order,”  become  operative  at  the  stated  Conclave  after  their  adoption 
by  the  Commandery,  provided  they  are  recommended  for  approval 
by  the  Standing  Committee  on  By-Laws  to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  and  approved  by  him.  A  copy  of  the  amendment  to  be 
forwarded  at  once  to  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  and  a  duplicate 
to  the  Grand  Recorder. 

Relative  to  Decision  VI,  in  answer  to  the  question,  “  Can  a  com¬ 
mittee  refuse  to  take  testimony  and  declare  it  irrelevant?”  the 
committee  beg  leave  to  differ  with  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
and  think  that  the  authority  given  in  the  Code  is  confined  to  the 
Eminent  Commander  in  open  Commandery  alone. 

The  committee  heartily  agree  with  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
in  his  condemnation  of  the  growing  evil  of  sending  postal  cards 
and  circulars  through  the  mails,  urging  the  claims  of  candidates  for 
positions  in  the  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies,  as  being 
unmasonic  and  unknightly,  and  should  not  be  tolerated. 

The  committee,  in  concluding  their  notice  of  the  report  of  the 
R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  offer  the  following: 

Resolved ,  That  the  proper  Jewel  of  this  Grand  Commandery  be 
prepared  and  suitably  engraved,  and  with  the  Past  Grand  Com¬ 
mander’s  shoulder-straps  be  presented  to  R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick, 
Past  Grand  Commander,  as  a  testimonial  of  his  ability  and  knightly 
services  in  this  Grand  Commandery. 

Owing  to  the  ill-health  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  during 
the  latter  portion  of  the  Templar  year,  the  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand 
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Commander  acted  in  his  stead.  Several  questions  were  submitted 
to  him  for  decision,  and  a  number  of  dispensations  granted. 

Relative  to  the  power  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  change  the 
night  of  a  stated  Conclave,  your  committee 'hold — 

That  no  alteration ,  a??iendment ,  or  setting  aside  of  any  By-Law  of  a 
Subordinate  Commandery  can  be  done ,  except  in  the  form  prescribed 
by  the  By-Laws  themselves. 

In  regard  to  the  complaint  by  Commandery  No.  49  against  Com¬ 
mandery  No.  18,  we  fully  indorse  the  opinion  of  the  V.  E.  Deputy 
Grand  Commander,  and  would  call  attention  to  Article  III,  Section 
25,  of  the  “Digest  of  Templar  Law,”  which  reads  as  follows: 

“It  is  not  lawful  for  a  Commandery  to  confer  the  Orders  upon 
any  one  residing  within  the  jurisdiction  of  another  Commandery 
without  first  obtaining  the  permission  of  such  Commandery.” 

The  action  of  the  V.  E.  Deputy  is  commended  in  refusing  dis¬ 
pensations  to  ballot  for  applicants  out  of  the  usual  time. 

Courteously  submitted, 

William  Henry  Egle,  M.D., 

A.  J.  Kauffman, 

J.  L.  Hutchinson, 

Charles  H.  Kingston, 

John  Yallerchamp, 

Committee. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  reported  as  follows,  which 
was  received: 

Grand  Commander ,  Officers  and  Sir  Knights  of  the 

Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  : 

Your  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Annual  Conclave  to  deter¬ 
mine  upon  a  Ritual,  the  object  of  which  was  to  harmonize  and  have 
the  work  of  the  Orders  of  the  Knighthood  uniform  throughout  the 
State,  have  endeavored  to  discharge  the  duty  imposed  upon  them. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  and  his  officers  met  the  committee 
in  Philadelphia  in  September,  1878,  and  after  two  days’  deliberation 
decided  upon  the  Ritual  which  your  committee  now  presents  to  this 
Grand  Commandery,  hoping  that  after  it  has  been  exemplified  by 
the  Grand  Officers  that  it  may  meet  the  approval  of  the  Sir  Knights 
of  this  body. 

Courteously  yours, 

Geter  C.  Shidle, 

For  Committee. 
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E.  Sir  John  A.  Smull  requested  permission  to  with¬ 
draw  his  proposed  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
changing  the  time  of  meeting  of  the  Grand  Comman- 
dery,  which  was  on  motion  granted,  and  the  amend¬ 
ment  was  then  withdrawn. 

The  proposed  amendment  to  Article  XII,  Section  8, 
was  then  considered,  and  on  motion  indefinitely  post- 

The  proposed  amendment  to  Article  XI,  Section  1, 
was  then  considered  and  not  adopted. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  decided  that  hereafter 
Past  Grand  Commanders  could  only  be  admitted  into 
the  Grand  Commandery  with  the  honors  of  their 
station. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  decided  that  the  pro¬ 
posed  resolution  allowing  Past  Grand  Officers  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  to  wear  shoulder-straps  with  the 
Maltese  Cross  thereon,  conflicted  with  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  resolution  was 
then  indefinitely  postponed. 

The  proposed  resolution  that  all  members  must  be 
present  at  their  election  or  appointment  to  office  in 
the  Grand  Commandery,  was  on  motion  laid  upon  the 
table. 

E.  Sir  Vosburg  N.  Shaffer  offered  the  following 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which  was  laid  over 
until  the  next  Annual  Conclave: 

Article  III,  Section  1.  Strike  out  “at  such  place  as  the  Grand 
Commandery  may  designate,”  and  insert  “  at  the  Maso?iic  Temple, 
Philadelphia. '  ’ 

Vosburg  N.  Shaffer, 

P.  E.  C.,  No.  15. 
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A  letter  from  M.  E.  Sir  Vincent  L.  Hurlburt,  M.  E. 
Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  was  then  read,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence. 

An  invitation  received  from  Allen  Commandery,  No. 
20,  to  a  grand  reception  at  the  Opera  House  this  even¬ 
ing,  was  on  motion  accepted  with  thanks. 

R.  E.  Sir  Martin  M.  Drohan,  R.  E.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  of  New  Jersey,  was  then  introduced  to  the 
Grand  Commandery  by  V.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin, 
and  he  was  welcomed  by  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander 
Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick.  R.  E.  Sir  Drohan  was  then  pleased 
to  reply  in  fitting  words,  and  invited  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  to  visit  them  at  Trenton  in  September  next. 

The  Grand  Commandery  adjourned  until  2  o’clock,  p.m. 

Wednesday,  May  28th,  1879. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  at  2  o’clock,  p.m. 

On  motion  of  E.  Sir  N.  P.  Ramsey,  the  Special 
Committee  having  charge  of  the  appeals  against  Com¬ 
mandery  No.  53,  were  requested  to  report  if  possible 
at  this  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

The  Committee  on  Next  Place  of  Meeting  reported 
as  follows: 

Allentown,  Pa.,  May  28th,  1879. 
To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

Sir  Knights  :  The  Committee  on  “  Next  Place  of  Meeting  M  have 
the  honor  to  recommend  that  the  next  Annual  Conclave  be  held  in 
the  City  of  Williamsport. 

Wm.  W.  Reed, 

Charles  A.  Zerbe, 
Frank  M.  Lockwood, 
Augustus  R.  Hall. 
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The  report  was  received  and  adopted. 

The  Special  Committee  on  Ritual  then  reported  the 
Ritual  as  agreed  upon.  The  report  was  considered 
by  the  Grand  Commandery. 

A  motion  was  offered  and  lost  to  make  the  Accolade 
with  one  stroke.  The  Grand  Commandery  then  de¬ 
cided  that  the  Accolade  was  only  to  be  given  with 
three  strokes  of  the  sword. 

After  one  amendment  in  the  Red  Cross  work,  on 
motion  it  was 

Resolved ,  That  the  work  as  reported  by  the  Special  Committee 
on  Ritual,  together  with  the  opening  and  closing  ceremonies  as  used 
at  this  Annual  Conclave,  be  adopted  as  the  exclusive  Ritual  of  this 
jurisdiction,  and  its  use  enjoined  upon  the  officers  of  all  the  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Commanderies,  and  that  the  Division  Commanders  be 
ordered  to  promulgate  the  work  as  soon  as  possible. 

The  Grand  Commandery  at  5  o’clock  adjourned  to 
Thursday,  May  29th,  1879,  at  9  o’clock,  a.m. 

[On  Wednesday  evening,  May  28th,  1879,  a  Grand 
Reception  was  given  the  officers  and  members  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  in  the  Opera  House  and  Malburg 
Hall,  by  Allen  Commandery,  No.  20.  Over  5000  per¬ 
sons  were  present,  and  mingled  in  the  pleasant  exer¬ 
cises  until  the  early  morning  kissed  the  parting  night] 
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Thursday,  May  29th,  1879. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  opened  at  9  o’clock, 
and  proceeded  with  its  business. 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Ritual  and  Jurispru¬ 
dence  reported  as  follows,  which  was  adopted: 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Officers  a?id 

Me??ibers  of  the  Grand  Commandery  : 

The  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence  respectfully  report  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved ,  That  the  communication  of  the  Grand  Master  be  printed 
in  the  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Grant  Weidman, 

Chairman. 

Masonic  Temple,  Philadelphia,  October  22cl,  1878. 
Vince?it  L.  Hurlburt ,  M.D., 

M.  E.  Grand  Master  K.  T.,  U  S.  of  A. 

By  direction  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  I  write 
you,  requesting  an  opinion  or  decision  on  the  resolution  as  will  be 
found  on  page  46  of  our  Proceedings  for  1878,  as  follows  : 

“  Can  a  Subordinate  Commandery  make  a  Life  Member  of  a  mem¬ 
ber  who  will  pay  into  its  treasury  a  sum  of  money  in  commutation 
of  yearly  dues,  and  in  consideration  thereof,  relieve  such  member 
from  the  payment  of  any  further  annual  dues.” 

I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  decision  of  the  Grand 
Commander  of  Pennsylvania,  R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Egle,  on  page 
15  of  the  same  Proceedings,  1878,  in  reference  to  Life  Membership. 

Again  I  would  call  yoftr  attention  to  Section  11  of  the  Supple¬ 
ment  to  the  Code  of  Statutes,  or  Digest  of  Templar  Law  of  Grand 
Encampment  of  the  United  States. 

Again  to  Section  17,  paragraph  4,  in  which  a  plan  of  Life 
Membership  is  approved. 

By  the  latter,  page  50,  Proceedings  1874,  Grand  Encampment  of 
the  United  States,  the  sum  made  payable  for  Life  Membership  is 
$150,  and  the  Commandery  receiving  the  same  is  bound  to  keep  the 
Sir  Knight  in  good  standing  in  any  Commandery  in  which  he  may 
become  a  member.  This  is  considered  by  many  as  the  only  form 
of  Life  Membership  or  commutation  of  annual  dues  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  approves  of. 
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An  early  answer  will  very  much  oblige  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Pennsylvania.  As  it  is  now  decided  by  our  Grand  Commander, 
the  Subordinates  cannot  by  vote  make  a  member  a  Life  Member  on 
the  payment  of  a  moderate  sum,  and  thus  exempt  him  from  all 
further  dues.  If  you  will  please  refer  to  page  32,  Article  VIII, 
Section  3,  of  our  Book  of  the  Law,  you  will  find  our  present  law  on 
the  subject. 

Awaiting  your  answer,  I  am  your  brother, 

Charles  E.  Meyer, 

Grand  Recorder. 


Grand  Encampment  of  Knights  Templar 

of  the  United  States  of  America, 

Office  of  the  Grand  Master, 

Chicago,  October  25th,  1878. 

Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer , 

Grand  Recorder ,  Philadelphia ,  Pa. 

My  dear  Sir  and  Frater  :  Your  letter  of  the  2  2d  is  before  me, 
in  which  you  say:  “By  direction  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Pennsylvania,  I  write  you,  requesting  an  opinion  or  decision  on  the 
resolution  as  will  be  found  on  page  46  of  our  Proceedings  for  1878, 
as  follows:  ‘  Can  a  Subordinate  Commandery  make  a  Life  Member 
of  a  member  who  will  pay  into  its  treasury  a  sum  of  money  in  com¬ 
mutation  of  yearly  dues,  and  in  consideration  thereof  relieve  such 
member  from  the  payment  of  any  further  annual  dues.’  ”  I  find  that 
the  resolution  passed  by  your  Grand  Commandery  also  instructs 
you  to  ask  me  for  “a  construction  of  Section  11,  dues,  Supplement 
to  the  Code.”  I  answer  the  question  of  the  resolution  quoted 
affirmatively : 

First.  Because  the  plan  of  Life  Membership  by  which  a  member, 
by  the  payment  of  a  sum  of  money  fixed  by  his  Commandery  in 
commutation  of  yearly  dues,  is  relieved  from  the  further  payment 
of  annual  dues,  seems  to  be  equitable  and  clearly  within  the  prov¬ 
ince  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  in  the  exercise  of  its  inherent 
rights  and  prerogatives. 

Second.  Because  this  plan  conflicts  with  no  law  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment.  Section  11  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Code  of  Statutes 
which  reads,  “A  Commandery  cannot  exempt  a  member  from  all 
yearly  dues  by  a  vote  to  that  effect,  or  by  electing  him  an  Honorary 
Member,”  has  no  bearing  upon  this  question,  and  needs  no  con¬ 
struction.  While  the  plan  of  Life  Membership,  under  carefully 
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guarded  conditions,  is  just  and  prudent,  giving  to  a  Sir  Knight  the 
privilege,  when  in  prosperity,  to  provide  against  the  day  of  possible 
adversity ;  it  is  also  as  safe  as  any  conceivable  plan  to  protect  the 
life  and  well-being  of  the  Commandery.  Each  Subordinate  Com¬ 
mandery  is  left  to  be  the  judge  of  certain  conditions  and  regulations 
adapted  to  its  surroundings.  It  can  determine  the  amount  to  be 
paid  by  a  petitioner  for  the  degrees,  and  the  amount  to  be  paid  by  a 
member  as  annual  dues,  and  it  has  the  right  to  increase  or  lessen 
these  sums  as  peculiar  emergencies  or  the  welfare  of  the  Commandery 
may  require.  So  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  Life  Membership  in  commu¬ 
tation  for  yearly  dues  will  depend  upon  the  conditions  and  sur¬ 
roundings  of  a  Commandery.  In  our  extended  jurisdiction,  in  which 
rates  of  interest  and  the  necessary  current  expenses  of  a  Commandery 
are  so  variable,  location  is  to  be  primarily  considered,  and  it  will 
readily  occur  to  the  thoughful,  that  a  sum  paid  for  Life  Membership 
in  one  Commandery,  and  which  would  be  ample  for  protecting  its 
interests,  would  be  utterly  inadequate  for  another  in  a  remote 
locality.  The  general  principle  involved  in  this  decision  seems  to 
be  fully  recognized  and  indorsed  by  Article  VIII,  Section  3,  of  the 
Book  of  the  Law  adopted  by  your  Grand  Commandery.  In  ap¬ 
proving  the  By-Law  adopted  by  De  Witt  Clinton  Commandery,  No. 
1,  Virginia  City,  Nevada  (see  Proceedings  “  Grand  Encampment,” 
1874),  I  understand  the  Grand  Master  and  the  “Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment”  approved  the  principle  of  Life  Membership  established  by 
that  By-Law,  but  did  not  determine  the  sum  to  be  paid  for  Life  Mem¬ 
bership,  but  left  that  to  the  discretion  of  each  Subordinate  Com¬ 
mandery.  The  language  of  M.  E.  Grand  Fellows  was:  “The  By- 
Law  was  ‘  heartily  approved  ’  by  the  Grand  Master,  he  having,  after 
an  advocacy  of  over  fifteen  years  in  Louisiana,  seen  it  adopted  in 
substance  in  most  of  the  Masonic  organizations  in  that  State,  and  with 
a  growing  and  deserved  popularity.”  The  words  I  have  underscored 
seem  to  justify  and  require  the  interpretation  I  have  given  of  the 
interest  and  scope  of  this  decision  of  Grand  Master  Fellows. 

Courteously  yours, 

Vincent  L.  Hurlburt, 

Grand  Master. 


The  Special  Committee  having  in  charge  the  appeals 
against  Commandery  No.  53,  reported  as  follows: 
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To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Officers  and  Sir  Knights 

of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  appeal  of  J. 
R.  from  the  action  of  Corinthian  Chasseur  Commandery,  No. 
53,  stationed  at  Philadelphia,  courteously  report: 

That  owing  to  the  mass  of  evidence  and  documents  submitted  to 
the  Committee,  they  find  it  impossible  to  fully  examine  into  the 
case  during  the  present  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and 
ask  permission  to  sit  during  the  year,  and  report  thereon  at  the  next 
Annual  Conclave. 

Courteously  submitted. 

Grant  Weidman, 

A.  J.  Kauffman, 

William  Henry  Egle,  M.D., 
Samuel  Harper, 

Jacob  F.  Quillman. 

Which  was  adopted. 

They  also  presented  the  following  report : 

To  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander ,  Officers  and  Sir  Knights 

of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  Special  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  appeals  of  G. 
R.,  G.  H.  W.,  H.  G.  H.,  and  J.  H.  P.,  from  the  action  of  suspen¬ 
sion  by  Corinthian  Chasseur  Commandery,  No.  53,  after  a  careful 
examination  of  all  the  records  and  papers  in  the  cases,  and  hearing 
argument  by  counsel  for  the  applicants  and  respondents,  unani¬ 
mously  agree  to  the  following : 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  cases  of  appeals  of  G.  R.,  G.  H.  W.,  H.  G.  H., 
and  J.  H.  P.,  the  judgments  appealed  from  be  reversed,  and  the 
Sir  Knights  be  restored  to  good  standing  and  membership  in  Corin¬ 
thian  Chasseur  Commandery,  No.  53,  stationed  at  Philadelphia. 

Courteously  submitted. 

Grant  Weidman, 

A.  J.  Kauffman, 

William  Henry  Egle,  M.D., 
Samuel  Harper, 

Jacob  F.  Quillman. 
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R.  E.  Sir  J.  L.  Hutchinson  moved  the  report  be  re¬ 
ceived  and  adopted. 

Sir  George  S.  Graham  moved  to  strike  out,  after  the 
word  resolved ,  and  insert  the  following: 

.  > 

Resolved ,  That  in  the  cases  of  G.  R.,  G.  H.  W.,  H.  G.  H.,  and 
J.  H.  P.,  we  find  irregularities,  and  recommend  that  they  be  re¬ 
stored  by  this  Grand  Commandery  to  good  Templar  standing  in  the 
Order. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  Commandery  No.  53  was  directed  to 
pay  back  to  the  foregoing  Knights  such  amounts  as 
they  may  have  paid  into  the  funds  of  said  Commandery 
for  life  membership. 

The  Grand  Commandery  was  then  adjourned  until 
3  o’clock  p.m.,  then  to  proceed  with  the  Installation  of 
Grand  Officers  at  the  Opera  House. 


The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  by  general  orders, 
issued  by  the  Grand  Captain-General,  George  W. 
Kendrick,  Jr.,  was  pleased  to  designate  Thursday, 
May  29th,  for  the  Annual  Parade  and  Review  of  the 
Knights  in  the  jurisdiction. 

The  following  orders  were  issued  by  Grand  Captain- 
General  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.: 

ANNUAL  PARADE  AND  REVIEW. 

General  Orders. 

By  authority  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Samuel  B. 
Dick,  the  following  orders  are  issued  : 

1.  Commanderies  will  form  for  parade  on  Thursday  morning, 
May  29th,  1879,  at  TO  o’clock,  on  Seventh  Street,  right  resting  on 
Centre  Square,  as  per  the  annexed  diagram. 

4 
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2.  The  lines  will  be  formed  at  the  sound  of  the  headquarters’ 
bugle,  at  10  o’clock  and  15  minutes,  prompt,  to  be  repeated  by 
bugles  stationed  along  the  line.  Each  Commander  will  then 
promptly  bring  his  Commandery  to  “attention,”  and  close  up  all 
intervals.  At  the  second  call,  each  commanding  officer  will  order — 
“Form  column  by  sections — right  wheel.”  At  the  third  call, 
“march.”  At  the  fourth  call,  column  will  move  at  10.30  o’clock, 
prompt.  The  sound  of  the  headquarters’  bugle  will  be  promptly 
repeated  along  the  line. 

Commanderies  desiring  to  form  crosses,  triangles,  or  other  figures, 
will  be  careful  neither  to  gain  or  lose  ground,  preserving  the  same 
intervals  between  the  front  and  rear  of  columns  or  crosses,  as  from 
right  to  left  of  Commandery  when  in  line.  The  division  aids  will 
be  held  responsible  for  compliance  with  this  order. 

The  route  will  be:  Form  on  Seventh  Street;  to  Hamilton,  to 
Fifth,  to  Walnut,  to  Ninth,  to  Turner,  to  Sixth,  to  south  side  of 
Hamilton,  to  Tenth,  countermarching  north  side  of  Hamilton  to 
Centre  Square,  and  there  dismiss. 

The  line  will  be  reviewed  by  the  Grand  Officers  from  Head¬ 
quarters,  Allen  House,  on  the  arrival  of  head  of  line  at  that  point. 

The  line  will  be  formed  as  follows : 

Grand  Captain- General. — George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr. 

Special  Aids. — William  N.  Viguers,  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D. 

Cornet. — Joseph  H.  Foster. 

FIRST  DIVISION. 

Division  Aid. — Thomas  M.  Thompson. 

Aids. — Charles  A.  Zerbe,  John  Hurd. 

Commanderies  Nos.  2,  4,  and  8,  west  side  of  Seventh,  north  of 
Centre  Square. 

SECOND  DIVISION. 

Division  Aid. — B.  Frank  Eshleman. 

Aids. — H.  C.  L.  Crecelius,  Bernard  E.  Lehman. 

Commanderies  Nos.  9,  10,  n,  13,  and  19,  south  side  of  Linden, 
west  of  Seventh. 

THIRD  DIVISION. 

.  Division  Aid. — Joseph  S.  Wright. 

Aids. — Charles  W.  Cooper,  Samuel  W.  Wray. 
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Commanderies  Nos.  20,  21,  22,  24,  25,  29,  31,  and  32,  north 
side  of  Linden,  east  of  Seventh. 

FOURTH  DIVISION. 

4 

Division  Aid. — John  L.  Young. 

Aids. — George  E.  Haak,  Isaac  D.  Lutz. 

Commanderies  Nos.  36,  42,  and  47,  west  side  of  Seventh,  north 
of  Linden. 

FIFTH  DIVISION. 

Division  Aid. — Isaac  Reilly  Bucher. 

Aids. — Jacob  Roberts,  M.D.,  John  Roberts. 

Commanderies  Nos.  53  and  54,  south  side  of  Turner,  west  of  Seventh. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr., 

Grand  Captain-General. 

In  accordance  with  the  foregoing,  the  line  of  parade 
was  formed,  and  at  io}4  o’clock,  prompt,  the  column 
began  moving,  in  the  following  order : 

No.  2.  Philadelphia,  of  Philadelphia. 

4.  St.  John’s,  of  Philadelphia. 

8.  St.  John’s,  of  Carlisle. 

9.  De  Molay,  of  Reading. 

10.  Mountain,  of  Altoona. 

11.  Pilgrim,  of  Harrisburg. 

13.  Lancaster,  of  Lancaster. 

19.  Hugh  de  Payens,  of  Easton. 

20.  Allen,  of  Allentown. 

21.  York,  of  York. 

22.  Baldwin  II,  of  Williamsport. 

24.  Hermit,  of  Lebanon. 

25.  Northwestern,  of  Meadville. 

29.  Kadosh,  of  Philadelphia. 

31.  Ivanhoe,  of  Tamaqua. 

32.  Hutchinson,  of  Norristown. 

36.  Mary,  of  Philadelphia. 

42.  Reading,  of  Reading. 

47.  St.  Alban,  of  Philadelphia. 

53.  Corinthian  “Chasseur,”  of  Philadelphia. 

54.  Kensington,  of  Philadelphia. 
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The  line  was  dismissed  at  12  o’clock,  m. 

[The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  desires  to  place  upon 
record  the  gratification  of  the  Grand  Officers  at  the 
splendid  appearance  presented  by  each  Commandery 
as  they  marched  past  the  reviewing  stand,  not  only  for 
their  martial  bearing,  but  for  their  strict  compliance 
with  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States  relating  to  the  uniform  of  a  Knight 
Templar.] 

At  3  o’clock  p.m.,  the  Grand  Commandery  assembled 
in  the  Opera  House  for  the  purpose  of  publicly  install¬ 
ing  the  Grand  Officers  elect. 

The  programme  was  as  follows: 

Overture — “Light  Cavalry,”  Suppe.  Allentown  Cornet  Band. 

W.  Grossman,  Director. 

Installation  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 

R.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin. 

“Gloria  Patria.” — Danks.  Choir. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  Gobin  then  delivered 
the  following  address : 

In  accepting  the  dignified  position  to  which  the  partiality  of  the 
members  of  this  grand  body  has  elevated  me,  and  in  giving  assent  to  the 
various  questions  which  the  Constitution  and  usages  of  our  Order  re¬ 
quire  to  be  propounded  to  and  answered  by  the  Knight  who  is  created 
Grand  Commander  of  Knights  Templar,  it  is  with  a  full  sense 
of  the  responsibility  imposed  and  the  difficulty  of  faithfully  exe¬ 
cuting  the  duties  enjoined.  Our  organization,  based  upon  the 
Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  can  but 
require  of  those  selected  to  direct  and  control  its  operations  the  full 
measure  of  their  abilities  and  best  judgments  ;  and  if  in  the  honest 
exercise  of  these  we  fail  to  accomplish  the  desired  result,  it  is  to 
that  charity  which  in  every  lesson  and  symbol  is  so  conspicuous,  our 
invocations  must  be  addressed.  That  our  brethren  will  exercise 
it  toward  me  is  the  consoling  thought  which  enables  me  to  take 
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courage  and  assume  the  duties  of  this  important  station.  It  cer¬ 
tainly  is  with  mingled  feelings  of  pleasure  and  doubt  ;  but  relying 
upon,  and  having  a  confiding  faith  in  the  Knightly  courtesy,  unstained 
honor,  and  generous  impulses  of  the  members  t>f  our  jurisdiction,  the 
step  is  taken.  My  ambition  shall  be  to  advance  the  prosperity  and 
increase  the  usefulness  of  our  noble  Order ;  my  prayer  that  our  ban¬ 
ner  may  wave  pre-eminent  wherever  kissed  by  God’s  sunshine;  and 
that  it  may  be  honored  wherever  it  is  unfolded.  Aided  by  my  breth¬ 
ren,  it  shall  be  my  aim  to  so  conduct  the  administration  that  by  no 
act  or  word  reproach  shall  be  brought  upon  the  emblems  we  follow, 
and  by  a  faithful,  impartial  exercise  of  the  functions  of  my  office,  I 
shall  endeavor  to  show  my  appreciation  of  the  honor  you  have  con¬ 
ferred  upon  me. 

Templar  Masonry,  to-day,  occupies  a  position  in  the  civilized 
world  second  only  to  the  Christian  religion.  Begotten  amid  the 
darkness  and  danger  of  the  past  ages,  its  effulgence  has  been  but 
obscured;  increasing  years  has  added  to  its  brilliancy;  and  in  this 
nineteenth  century  we  find  it  the  brightest  institution  transmitted 
to  us  from  the  early  centuries. 

The  union  of  the  Order  of  the  Temple  with  the  Fraternity  of  Free¬ 
masonry  was  simply  placing  within  the  lodges  of  that  ancient  and 
honorable  institution  a  body  of  men,  a  portion  of  its  membership, 
who,  in  addition  to  the  emblems  there  beheld,  added  that  of  the 
Cross,  and  proclaimed  as  their  motto,  ‘ ‘  In  hoc  signo  vinces.  ’  ’  An  ac¬ 
knowledgment  also  of  the  correctness  of  the  teaching  of  Ancient  Craft 
Masonry,  that  the  dedication  by  our  Ancient  Grand  Master  King  Sol¬ 
omon  of  the  Temple,  erected  by  him  to  the  glory  of  the  one  only  and 
everliving  God,  was  the  first  national  manifestation  of  an  only  God 
ever  erected.  From  the  pointed  bearing  of  this  fact,  and  as  this 
structure  was  a  masterpiece  of  gorgeous  architecture,  representing  in 
perfection  the  image  and  harmony  of  the  universe,  it  has  ever  sym¬ 
bolized  in  Freemasonry  the  moral  excellence  to  which  every  Brother 
is  in  duty  bound  to  carry  his  perfected  work. 

An  examination  of  the  basis  of  the  Charters  of  the  York  Ma¬ 
sons  reveals  the  facts  that  they  are  imbued  with  the  spirit  of 
the  first  Christian  communities,  whose  members,  having  separated 
themselves  from  those  who  were  animated  by  totally  different 
feelings,  had  surrendered  themselves  to  such  apostolic  teaching  as 
might  present  to  them  the  pure  doctrines  of  the  new  faith.  The 
fraternal  and  uniformly  equable  principles  of  the  ancient  laws  of  the 
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Roman  colleges  were  very  intimately  known  to  those  who  presented 
the  primitive  doctrine  of  Christ.  The  teachings  of  the  Hermit 
schools,  the  most  prominent  instructors  at  that  time  in  the  doctrines 
of  the  new  faith  in  Great  Britain,  were  found  by  the  assembly  of  Free¬ 
masons,  convened  at  York,  so  identical  with  the  principles  professed 
by  them  and  their  predecessors  for  nearly  five  hundred  years,  that 
they  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  envelope  such  teachings  in  new 
forms.  On  the  contrary,  in  forming  the  Constitution,  they  based 
it  on  the  ancient  humanitarian  principles,  which  were  in  entire  har¬ 
mony  with  universal  morality,  and  in  entire  conformity  with  the  early 
Christian  doctrine.  With  lessons  of  this  character  taught  in  the 
Masonic  Lodges  of  that  early  day,  is  it  at  all  surprising  that  occu¬ 
pancy  of  the  home  of  Christ,  the  scene  of  his  ministry  and  death, 
by  the  Moslem,  aroused  a  feeling  of  intense  indignation  throughout 
the  Christian  world  ?  Or  that,  in  response  to  eloquent  appeals  from 
the  pulpit  and  rostrum,  from  every  source  where  public  sentiment 
was  created,  thousands  enlisted  under  the  Banner  of  the  Cross  to  do 
battle  for  its  rescue  ?  The  valiant,  the  noble  by  birth  and  fortune, 
the  Church  and  State,  united  in  creating  armies  for  the  various  Cru¬ 
sades,  and  the  professed  religion  of  peace  joined  hands  with  armed 
force  to  wrest  from  the  dominion  of  the  Saracen  the  tomb  of  the 
Son  of  God.  In  this  warfare,  in  all  the  scenes  attendant  upon  the 
various  successes  and  reverses,  the  Knights  Templar  bore  a  most 
conspicuous  part,  and  the  memory  of  their  valorous  deeds  is  em¬ 
balmed  in  all  our  recollections  of  the  wars  of  the  Cross.  They  were 
the  bulwarks  of  the  Latin  Kingdom  of  Jerusalem  during  the  short 
period  of  its  existence,  and  the  last  band  of  Europe’s  host  that  con¬ 
tended  for  the  possession  of  Palestine.  To  the  vows  of  the  monk, 
and  the  austere  life  of  their  Order,  they  added  the  discipline  of  the 
camp  and  the  stern  duties  of  the  military  life,  thus  blending  the  vo¬ 
cation  of  the  sword  and  lance  with  the  holy  zeal  and  body-bending 
toil  of  a  poor  brotherhood.  The  vulgar  notion  that  they  were 
wicked  as  they  were  fearless  and  brave,  has  not  yet  been  entirely 
exploded  ;  but  justice  has  dispelled  many  unfounded  prejudices,  and 
succeeding  faithful  histories  have  tended  to  still  more  excite  admi¬ 
ration  for  their  constancy  and  courage,  and  of  pity  for  their  cruel 
and  unmerited  fate.  In  addition  to  this,  romance,  and  perhaps  fable, 
have  thrown  around  them  a  fascination  which  has  enlisted  the  sym¬ 
pathies  of  all  lovers  of  the  brave  and  heroic. 

Originally  a  purely  military  organization,  subject  to  the  strictest 
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military  discipline,  the  addition  of  the  Masonic  doctrines  did  not 
alter  its  distinctive  features.  They  remained  the  fundamental  prin¬ 
ciples  ;  and  it  is  error  to  suppose  that,  through  any  laxity  of  their 
enforcement,  they  no  longer  exist.  The  Templar  of  to-day,  as  of 
centuries  ago,  is  a  soldier  of  the  Cross,  and  his  vows  require  of  him 
the  strictest  obedience,  the  most  unbending  adherence  to  the  teach¬ 
ings,  duties,  and  requirements  of  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

The  Crusades  are  a  memory  of  the  past.  As  so  beautifully  expressed 
by  a  French  writer,  the  age  of  chivalry,  indeed,  is  gone ;  we  have 
piled  away  its  helmets  and  its  spears,  but  its  blazonry  is  invested 
with  a  more  poetic  charm  ;  still,  we  love  the  past,  we  love  the  heroic 
in  man’s  history,  we  hate  to  divest  it  even  of  its  fictions.  The  inde¬ 
pendent  spirit  of  chivalry,  bent  on  the  accomplishment  of  lofty 
ends,  without  calculation  of  chances  or  fear  of  failure,  so  generous 
in  action,  so  munificent  in  courtesy,  so  frank  in  friendship,  and  so 
gallant  in  danger,  must  ever  have  real  attractions  to  the  enthusiastic 
and  the  aspiring.  There  is  something  peculiarly  delightful  and  ex¬ 
citing  in  these  recitals,  which  represent  the  hero  of  the  Middle  Ages 
loyal  and  brave,  superbly  mounted,  cased  in  glittering  steel,  sur¬ 
rounded  by  his  men  at  arms,  and  issuing  forth  from  his  lordly  castle 
in  quest  of  adventures. 

Who  does  not  dwell  with  delight  on  the  gorgeous  description  of 
the  tournament,  where  the  place  inclosed  for  combat  is  surrounded 
with  sovereigns,  and  bishops,  and  barons,  and  all  that  rank  and 
beauty  had  assembled  among  the  fair,  when  the  combatants, 
covered  with  shining  armor,  and  only  known  by  a  device  or  emblaz¬ 
oned  shield,  issued  forth,  not  without  danger,  to  win  the  prize  of 
valor  bestowed  by  the  queen  of  beauty  amid  the  animating  music 
of  minstrels  and  the  shouts  of  the  assembled  multitude. 

The  power  and  wealth  of  this  organization  in  that  day  of  Papal  as¬ 
cendency  throughout  Europe,  naturally  aroused  the  cupidity  and 
jealousy  of  the  reigning  sovereigns.  Their  first  efforts  were  directed 
to  misleading  the  minds  of  the  people  ;  and  on  these  false  and  ma¬ 
licious  efforts,  many  of  the  stories  of  the  licentiousness  of  these 
people  are  founded.  To  a  great  extent  they  were  palpably  false.  That 
irregularities  and  luxuries  crept  into  the  community  may  be  con¬ 
ceded  ;  no  institution  has  ever  yet  reached  perfection ;  but  it  is  gener¬ 
ally  admitted  by  historians  that  the  enormous  wealth  and  property 
they  possessed  was  the  ostensible  cause  of  their  downfall.  Avarice 
and  desire  of  spoliation  may  have  actuated  Philip  of  France  \  the 
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secret  cause  of  the  rancorous  enmity  of  Clement  IV  and  the  Church 
of  Rome  can  only  be  conjectured.  The  Templars  approached 
nearer  to  the  primitive  Christians  than  any  sect  then  in  existence ; 
they  were  decidedly  anti-Papists;  the  Gospel  of  St.  John  was  the 
groundwork  of  their  faith,  the  patriarch  of  Jerusalem  their  spiritual 
chief.  How  offensive  this  must  have  been  can  readily  be  imagined  ; 
and  under  the  combined  attacks  of  these  crowned  heads,  perjury 
and  persecution  did  their  work.  The  Order  of  the  Temple  went  down, 
was  suppressed, — it  could  not  be  abolished ;  and  to-day  the  succes¬ 
sors  of  those  men  who  suffered  the  tortures  of  the  dungeon  and  stake 
for  the  faith  they  worshipped,  gather  around  their  altars  in  com¬ 
memoration  of  their  virtues  and  their  heroic  fortitude. 

The  Templar  of  the  present  day  is  not  summoned  by  the  shrill 
notes  of  the  bugle  to  mortal  combat ;  his  sword  rests  in  its  scabbard  ; 
the  appeals  of  the  oppressed,  the  defence  against  injustice  or  wrong 
are  the  motives  which  call  him  to  action.  While  full-armed  and 
erect,  with  the  evidence  of  God’s  favor  in  his  perfect  manhood,  his 
mission  is  one  of  peace. 

“  Peace  greatness  best  becomes.  Calm  power  doth  guide 
With  a  far  more  imperious  stateliness 
Than  all  the  swords  of  violence  can  do  ; 

And  easier  gains  those  ends  she  tends  unto.” 

In  the  asylum  are  gathered  representative  men,  whose  united  in¬ 
fluence  is  given  to  those  measures  which,  in  their  judgment,  best 
conserve  the  interests  of  their  brethren  and  their  Order. 

That  some  are  faithless,  is  but  to  rehearse  the  experience  of  every 
institution  and  the  infallibility  of  the  race.  We  can  but  remem¬ 
ber  that  men  are  human,  and  that  it  is  the  lot  of  humanity  to  err. 
Over  their  weakness  their  brethren  throw  the  broad  mantle  of  charity 
and  bid  them  sin  no  more.  Would  that  this  sentiment  prevailed  to 
a  much  greater  extent. 

One  of  the  fundamental  laws  of  the  earliest  Masons  required  : 
“You  should  be,  above  all,  faithful  among  yourselves ;  instructing  each 
other,  and  aiding  each  other ;  not  calumniating  one  another,  but 
doing  to  each  other  as  you  would  have  done  to  yourself;  so  that,  ac¬ 
cording  as  a  Brother  shall  have  failed  in  his  engagement  with  his  fel¬ 
low,  you  ought  to  help  him  to  repair  his  fault  in  order  that  he  may 
reform.” 

In  brief,  to  quote  another,  and  as  has  been  already  observed,  “  this 
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Order  is  founded  on  the  Christian  religion  and  the  practice  of  the 
Christian  virtues.  It  does  not  obtrude  itself  upon  the  Christian 
Church.  It  neither  seeks  to  supplant  it  or  offer  itself  as  its  rival ;  it 
does  not  claim  the  right  to  enter  the  Holy  of  Holies  and  interpret 
between  the  soul  and  its  God  ;  nor  with  unsandalled  feet  to  minister 
at  the  altar  in  the  worship  of  the  heart  While  it  prescribes  no  re¬ 
ligious  creed  for  its  votaries,  and  tolerates  all  seels  in  religion,  it  in¬ 
scribes  upon  its  banners  the  Cross,  as  the  emblem  of  its  faith,  and  ac¬ 
cepts  as  the  only  true  ideal  of  a  Christian  Knight,  the  life  of  the  Im¬ 
manuel,  flowering  out  at  every  step  with  tenderest  pity  and  love,  and 
manifesting  its  graciousness  in  those  ministrations  of  kindness,  cour¬ 
tesy,  and  beneficence,  which  renders  the  history  of  Jesus  transcen- 
dentally  the  most  wonderful  in  all  ages.  Its  sphere  is  in  the  world, 
with  the  men  of  the  world,  to  teach,  enforce,  and  illustrate  the 
practice  of  virtue.  It  seeks  to  purify  and  elevate  the  morals  to  the 
high  standard  set  by  the  Immaculate  One,  whom  it  ever  holds  forth 
as  the  true  exemplar.  It  teaches  courage,  fortitude,  constancy,  hospi¬ 
tality,  courtesy,  charity,  justice,  temperance,  truth,  mercy,  meekness, 
and  humility.  These  cardinal  virtues  are  impressively  illustrated  and 
enforced  in  all  the  forms  and  ceremcnies  as  the  solid  foundation  of 
character,  and  the  source  of  all  those  graces  which  round  off  life.” 

May  all,  whether  of  the  Inner  Temple  or  not,  give  us  their  sym¬ 
pathy,  and  aid  us  as  we  march  onward  in  our  Crusade. 

To  you,  Sir  Knights,  I  can  only  say,  keep  your  armor  bright ;  your 
souls  untarnished  with  thought  or  act  which  would  sully  the  stand¬ 
ard  you  follow ;  present  a  work  complete  to  the  Grand  Master 
above.  Sing  with  the  Templar  of  old  : 

“  Leap  forth,  good  swords;  stand,  warriors,  on  your  feet; 

In  serried  ranks  bear  one  another  up ; 

By  this  sign  conquer!  It  is  full,  complete. 

Ye  need  no  other  sign,  no  other  hope. 

And  when  from  nerveless  hand  the  sword  shall  fall, 

The  Master  will  reward  and  comfort  all.” 

“Gloria  in  Excelsis.” — Mozart.  Choir. 

The  following  Officers  were  then  installed  : 

E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  .  .  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  E.  Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  .  .  E.  Grand  Captain- General. 

E.  Sir  and  Rev.  Addison  V.  C. 

Schenck, . E.  Grand  Prelate. 
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E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  . 
E.  Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D., 
E.  Sir  Mark  Richards  Muckl£, 
E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  .  . 

E.  Sir  Joseph  M.  Selheimer, 

E.  Sir  John  Slingluff,  .  .  . 

E.  Sir  William  W.  Allen,  .  . 

E.  Sir  Frank  H.  Keller,  .  .  . 


E .  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Grand  Warder. 

E.  Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 


Proclamation  by  Grand  Warder. 
“Te  Deum.” — Thomas.  Choir. 
Charge  to  Grand  Commandery. 


“I  WILL  LIFT  UP  MINE  EYES  UNTO  THE  HILLS.” — Job.  Choir. 

Benediction. 


[The  choir  was  under  the  direction  of  Professor  Waldemar  Gross- 
man,  and  consisted  of 

Mrs.  Alfred  C.  Pretz  and  Mrs.  T.  W.  Saeger,  Sopranos. 

Miss  Agnes  L.  Swartz  and  Miss  Carrie  Grau,  Alto's. 

Edgar  Kunkle  and  Oscar  J.  Werley,  Tenors. 

T.  W.  Saeger  and  Alfred  C.  Pretz,  Bass. 

Organist. — Alfred  H.  Ettinger.J 


The  Grand  Commandery  was  called  on  for  the  fur¬ 
ther  dispatch  of  business  in  the  Asylum  at  5  o’clock  p.m. 

The  following  was  presented  for  a  decision  by  the 
Grand  Commander,  and  the  decision  was  reserved. 


Allentown,  Pa.,  May  27th,  1879. 

To  the  R.  E.  G.  C.  of  the  Grand  Commandery 

of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania ,  K.  T. 

Jerusalem  Commandery,  No.  15,  K.  T.,  stationed  at  Phoenixville, 
has  been  working  under  a  By-Law  providing  that  any  member  who 
shall  pay  the  regular  annual  dues  to  the  Commandery  for  five  con¬ 
secutive  years,  shall  be  thereby  constituted  a  Life  Member,  and  there¬ 
after  chargeable  with  Grand  Commandery  dues  only. 
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As  this  form  of  By-Law  leaves  a  Commandery  dependent  entirely 
upon  initiations  and  new  members,  your  opinion  on  its  legality  is 
desired.  Respectfully  and  fraternally, 

»  V.  N.  Shaffer, 

P.  E.  C.  15. 


The  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Pay  presented  the 
following  report,  which  was  received  and  adopted: 


Allentown,  Pa.,  May  29th,  1879. 

To  the  R.  Em.  Grand  Commander ,  Officers  and 

Members  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania, 


The  Committee  on  Mileage  and  Pay  would  respectfully  report 
they  have  issued  orders  as  follows,  viz. : 


R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick,  R.  E.  Grand 

Mileage. 

Pay. 

Commander,  ...... 

V.  E.  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  V.  E.  D.  Grand 

$25  98 

$18 

00 

Commander,  ...... 

E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  E.  Grand  Gen¬ 

3  84 

I5 

00 

eralissimo,  ...... 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  E.  Grand  Cap¬ 

20  28 

1 8 

00 

tain-General,  ...... 

R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle,  A.  E.  Grand 

3  54 

18 

00 

Prelate,  ....... 

E.  Sir  B.  F.  Breneman,  E.  Grand  Senior 

20  28 

*5 

00 

Warden,  ...... 

E.  Sir  C.  W.  Batchelor,  E,  Grand  Junior 

4  62 

i5 

00 

Warden,  ...... 

E.  Sir  M.  R.  Muckle,  E.  Grand  Treas¬ 

20  18 

*5 

00 

urer,  ....... 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  E.  Grand  Re¬ 

3  54 

18 

00 

corder,  ....... 

E.  Sir  T.  Cornman,  E.  Grand  Standard 

3  54 

18 

00 

Bearer,  ....... 

E,  Sir  Edward  Masson,  E.  Grand  Sword 

6  54 

l5 

00 

Bearer,  p.  t.,  . 

R.  E.  Sir  J.  L.  Hutchinson,  E.  Grand 

3  54 

*5 

00 

Warder,  p.  t., . 

3  54 

J5 

00 
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E.  Sir  E.  G.  Martin,  E.  Grand  Captain  of 

Mileage. 

Pay. 

Guard,  . 

•  •  •  • 

• 

$9  00 

Samuel  W.  Wray,  Chairman  Committee 

:  on 

Mileage  and  Pay, 

•  •  •  • 

• 

$3  54 

12  00 

John  B.  Arnold,  E.  Commander,  No. 

1, 

20  28 

15  00 

Amos  H.  Hall, 

( ( 

2, 

3  54 

9  00 

Edward  Little, 

(( 

3? 

22  14 

15  00 

D.  F.  Dealy, 

(Proxy), 

4, 

3  54 

9  00 

Wm,  Chatland,  E.  Commander, 

7> 

21  06 

15  00 

John  G.  Bobb, 

<  < 

8, 

6  54 

9  00 

John  E.  Hill, 

a 

9> 

2  16 

9  00 

N.  P.  Ramsey, 

<  1 

10, 

13  26 

12  00 

A.  E.  Kingport, 

a 

11, 

5  4o 

9  00 

John  C.  Rutter, 

u 

12, 

8  10 

9  00 

James  B.  Strine, 

i  e 

*3, 

4  62 

9  00 

Charles  0.  Mellen, 

t  ( 

14, 

6  24 

9  00 

D.  F.  Moore, 

C  ( 

15, 

2  70 

9  00 

James  H.  Codding, 

(Proxy), 

16, 

9  96 

9  00 

Edward  L.  Buck, 

(  C 

17, 

5  94 

9  00 

E.  H.  Bieber,  E. 

Commander, 

19, 

1  02 

9  00 

James  B.  Roeder, 

u 

20, 

9  00 

Samuel  J.  Adams, 

(( 

21, 

6  84 

9  00 

Wm.  L.  Parker, 

u 

22, 

10  32 

9  00 

Joseph  Kampman, 

(  c 

23, 

1  74 

6  00 

Benjamin  Kaufman, 

l  ( 

24, 

3  84 

9  00 

Henry  Church, 

i  c 

25, 

25  98 

15  00 

Alex.  H.  SheafTer, 

( ( 

26, 

9  0.6 

12  00 

George  B.  Osborn, 

(( 

27, 

8  76 

9  00 

Henry  W.  Williams 

a 

, 

28, 

15  18 

9  00 

R.  E.  Patterson, 

i  ( 

29, 

3  54 

9  00 

Wm.  W.  Reed, 

<  t 

3°, 

25  80 

15  00 

Wesley  Hammer, 

1  c 

3D 

4  26 

9  00 

Henry  A.  Derr, 

(( 

32, 

3  06 

9  00 

Wm.  McClellan, 

c  < 

33, 

M 

OJ 

00 

0 

1 2  00 

Simon  C.  Camp, 

(Proxy),' 

34, 

4  92 

9  00 

Jas.  I.  Mclllyar,  E. 

Commander, 

35, 

20  28 

15  00 

H.  R.  Coulomb, 

1 1 

36, 

3  54 

9  00 

Alexander  J.  Frick, 

(Proxy), 

37, 

7  62 

12  00 

Jas.  R.  Barber,  E. 

Commander, 

38, 

25  32 

15  00 

F.  D.  Sterner, 

( i 

41, 

4  32 

9  00 
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(( 


George  H.  Mengel,  E. Commander,  No.  42, 
A.  W.  Cox,  (Proxy), 

Henry  D.  Hulin,  E.  Commander, 

Lathan  W.  Jones, 

John  T.  Beardsley, 

Wm,  H.  Hoskins, 

Wm.  B.  Lupton, 

P.  M.  Hochheimer,  (Proxy), 

F.  M.  Lockwood,  E.  Commander, 

Edward  Perry, 

Griffith  O.  Storrie, 

Harvey  C.  Nields,  (Proxy), 

Henry  S.  Stoner, 

John  B.  Law, 


Courteously  submitted. 


i  i 


u 


a 


cc 


Mileage. 

Pay. 

42, 

$2  l6 

$9  00 

43, 

25  14 

15  OO 

44) 

v  2652 

15  OO 

45 » 

5  °4 

9  OO 

46, 

11  82 

12  OO 

47> 

~  3  54 

9  00 

48, 

20  34 

15  OO 

49) 

20  76 

15  OO 

5L 

23  64 

15  OO 

53) 

3  54 

9  00 

54, 

3  54 

9  OO 

55> 

5  82 

6  00 

56) 

8  52 

9  OO 

57) 

5  46 

9  OO 

$623  58 

$757  °o 

Samuel  W.  Wray, 

Chairman. 


The  Committee  on  Credentials  presented  the  follow¬ 
ing  report : 


ROLL  CALL  OF  COMMANDERIES. 

No.  1,  Pittsburgh — John  B.  Arnold,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  J.  Carson,  Generalissimo. 

John  B.  Arnold,  proxy. 

John  H.  Cooper,  Captain-General. 

John  B.  Arnold,  proxy. 


Past  Commanders . 

Geter  C.  Shidle,  Past  Grand  Commander,  Grand  Prelate. 
Charles  W.  Batchelor,  Grand  Junior  Warden. 

No.  2,  Philadelphia — Amos  H.  Hall*  Eminent  Commander. 

William  D.  Kendrick,  Generalissimo. 

William  H.  List,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders . 

Anthony  E.  Stocker,  Past  Grand  Master. 

M.  R.  Muckle,  proxy. 
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M.  Richards  Muckle,  Grand  Treasurer. 

Charles  H.  Kingston,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
William  N.  Viguers. 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  Grand  Captain-General. 
William  H.  Hooper,  M.D. 

John  A.  Wright,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

M.  R.  Muckle, proxy. 
y  Pherson  B.  Calvert. 

Ellsworth  H.  Hults. 

No.  3,  Jacques  De  Molay — Edward  Little,  Eminent  Commander. 

M.  S.  Longdon,  Generalissimo. 

E.  Little,  proxy. 

E.  L.  Christman,  Captain-General. 

E.  Little,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Alfred  Creigh,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Little,  proxy. 

No.  4,  St.  John’s — John  C.  Kelly,  Eminent  Commander. 

Dennis  F.  Dealy,  Generalissimo. 

John  W.  Cooper,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

William  H.  Allen,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

J.  L.  Hutchinson,  proxy. 

Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Edward  Masson,  Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

Charles  Laing. 

Thomas  M.  Thompson. 

No.  7,  St.  Omer — William  Chatland,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  Campbell,  Generalissimo. 

William  Chatland,  proxy. 

Dunham  D.  Williams,  Captain-General. 

William  Chatland,  proxy. 


No.  8,  St.  John’s,  Carlisle — John  G.  Bobb,  Eminent  Commander. 

Stacey  George  Slauser,  Generalissimo. 

Past  Commanders. 

William  Vance. 

Theodore  Cornman,  Grand  Standard  Bearer. 
George  B.  Cole. 
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No.  9,  De  Molay — John  E.  Hill,  Eminent  Commander. 

Edward  Burkholder,  Generalissimo. 

Oliver  P.  Stroh,  Captain-General. 

\ 

Past  Commanders. 

William  H.  Strickland,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

J.  E.  Hill, proxy. 

Henry  C.  L.  Crecelius. 

Charles  A.  Saylor. 

Henry  R.  Boyer. 

Henry  Weigel. 

Daniel  C.  Clous. 


No.  10,  Mountain — Nathaniel  P.  Ramsey,  Eminent  Commander. 

James  P.  Stewart,  Generalissimo. 

John  M.  Pressed,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

A.  H.  Maxwell. 

J.  L.  Reifsnyder. 

B.  F.  Irving. 

John  R.  Fraser. 

John  Hurd. 

William  Stimer. 


No.  11,  Pilgrim — Abraham  E.  Kingport,  Eminent  Commander. 

Daniel  W.  Cox,  Generalissimo. 

John  I.  Beggs,  Captain-General. 

Past  Co??imanders. 

William  H.  Egle,  M.D.,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
John  Vallerchamp,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

No.  12,  Crusade — John  C.  Rutter,  M.D.,  Eminent  Commander. 

Frank  E.  Brockway,  Generalissimo. 

J.  C.  Rutter,  proxy. 

John  V.  Logan,  Captain-General. 

J.  C.  Rutter,  proxy. 

Past  Com?nanders. 

Christian  Fred.  Knapp,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Homer  S.  Goodwin,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Washington  B.  Poust. 
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No.  13,  Lancaster — James  B.  Strine,  Eminent  Commander. 

Amos  G.  Manahan,  Generalissimo. 

David  H.  Wylie,  Captain-General. 

J.  B.  Strine, proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Charles  Miller  Howell,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

B.  F.  Breneman,  proxy. 

B.  Frank  Breneman,  Grand  Senior  Warden. 

No.  14,  Palestine — Charles  O.  Mellen,  Eminent  Commander. 

G.  T.  Swigert,  Generalissimo. 

C.  O.  Mellen,  proxy. 

S.  D.  Davis,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Washington  Burr. 

George  Burroll. 

Joseph  Alexander,  Jr. 

Edward  W.  Mills. 

Henry  B.  Wilbur.  . 

No.  15,  Jerusalem — Daniel  Foulke  Moore,  Eminent  Commander. 

I.  M.  Buckwalter,  Generalissimo. 

Plenry  A.  Spare,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders . 

Ernest  Knapp. 

Addison  S.  Vanderslice. 

Samuel  Diemer. 

Robert  McAdam. 

Yosburg  N.  Shaffer. 

Daniel  Rixstine. 

Joseph  Dobson. 

John  S.  Shearer. 

No.  16,  Northern — George  Kirby,  Eminent  Commander. 

J.  H.  Codding,  proxy. 

Clinton  S.  Fitch,  Generalissimo. 

J.  H.  Codding,  proxy. 

J.  Russ  Parsels,  Captain-General. 

J.  H.  Codding,  proxy. 

Past  Commander . 

J.  H.  Codding. 
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No.  17,  Cceur  de  Lion — Thomas  Barrowman,  Eminent  Commander. 

E.  L.  Buck,  proxy. 

Charles  B.  Derman,  Generalissimo. 

E.  L.  Buck, proxy . 

Daniel  Bartholomew,  Captain-General. 

E.  L.  Buck,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Edward  P.  Kingsbury. 

Edward  L.  Buck. 

No.  19,  Hugh  de  Payens — Edwin  H.  Bieber,  Eminent  Commander. 

John  Barnet  Murray,  Generalissimo. 

J.  A.  Weaver,  proxy. 

Amos  Dinkey,  Captain-General. 

J.  A.  Weaver,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Abraham  Miller,  Commander,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Com¬ 
mander. 

John  A.  Weaver,  proxy. 

Barnard  E.  Lehman. 

John  A.  Weaver. 

No.  20,  Allen — James  B.  Roeder,  Eminent  Commander. 

Jacob  P.  Griffith,  Generalissimo. 

Augustus  F.  Schick,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Charles  W.  Cooper. 

Henry  J.  Saeger. 

Edwin  G.  Martin,  M.D.,  (?rand  Captain  of  Guard. 

Jacob  S.  Dillinger. 

Henry  A.  Wiltberger. 

Henry  K.  Hartzell. 

Christian  F.  Schultz,  M.D. 

Benjamin  F.  Wonderly. 

Charles  E.  D.  Griffiths. 

Charles  H.  Heller. 

No.  21,  York — Samuel  I.  Adams,  Eminent  Commander, 

Edwin  B.  Myers,  Generalissimo. 

S.  I. -Adams,  proxy. 

Edwin  T.  Moul,  Captain-General, 

S.  J.  Adams, proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

Israel  F.  Gross, 
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No.  22,  Baldwin  II — William  Lundy  Parker,  Eminent  Commander. 

James  N.  Kline,  Generalissimo. 

W.  L.  Parker ,  proxy. 

John  F.  Laidlun,  Captain-General. 

W.  L.  Parker,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

F.  Hiram  Keller. 

Daniel  Bailey  Else. 

No.  23,  Packer — Joseph  Kampman,  Eminent  Commander. 

John  Fisher,  Generalissimo. 

J.  Kampman,  proxy. 

Eugene  H.  Blakelee,  Captain- General. 

J.  Kampman,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Thomas  S.  McNair. 

James  Allen  Dinkey. 

No.  24,  Hermit — Benjamin  Kaufman,  Eminent  Commander. 

Warder  Morris  Weidman,  Generalissimo. 
Charles  H.  Killinger,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Grant  Weidman,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  Deputy  Grand  Commander. 
Lucien  E.  Weimer. 

Joseph  L.  Lemberger. 

John  Matthis. 

No.  25,  Northwestern — Heny  Church,  Eminent  Commander. 

Warren  Needham,  Generalissimo. 

H.  Church,  proxy. 

Myron  P.  Davis,  Captain-General. 

H.  Church,  proxy. 

Past  Commander . 

Samuel  B.  Dick,  Grand  Commander. 

No.  26,  Lewistown — Alexander  H.  Sheaffer,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  H.  Swanzey,  Generalissimo. 

Henry  R.  Zerbe,  Captain-General. 

C.  A.  Zerbe,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

Joseph  M.  Selheimer. 

Charles  A.  Zerbe. 
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No.  27,  Great  Bend — George  B.  Osborn,  Eminent  Commander. 

Charles  Simpson,  Generalissimo. 

George  B.  Osborn, proxy. 

Stanley  N.  Mitchell,  Captain- General. 

George  B.  Osborn,  proxy. 

Past  Commanders. 

John  H.  Dusenbury,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
George  B.  Osborn,  proxy. 

No.  28,  Tyagaghton — Henry  W.  Williams,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  Roberts,  Generalissimo. 

No.  29,  Kadosh — Robert  Emmet  Patterson,  Eminent  Commander. 

Augustus  R.  Hall,  Generalissimo. 

Harrison  Gray  Clark,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

James  Henry  Wilson. 

Samuel  Wheaton  Wray. 

William  T.  Reynolds. 

J.  Frank  Knight. 

No.  30,  Mt.  Olivet — William  W.  Reed,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  Carroll,  Generalissimo. 

W.  W.  Reed,  proxy. 

Samuel  B.  Kennedy,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commander. 

Frank  P.  Longstreet. 

No.  31,  Ivanhoe — Wesley  Hammer,  Eminent  Commander. 

E.  S.  Solliday,  Captain-General. 

W.  Hammer, 

Past  Commander. 

Thomas  L.  Hess. 

No.  32,  Hutchinson — Henry  Augustus  Derr,  Eminent  Commander. 

Thomas  J.  Baker,  Generalissimo. 

Benjamin  F.  Solly,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Jacob  F.  Quillman. 

John  Slingluff. 

Edmund  A.  Kite. 

John  C.  Richardson. 

Franklin  T.  Beerer. 

William  E.  Moyer. 

George  A.  Lenzi. 
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No.  33,  Constans — William  McClellan,  Eminent  Commander. 

Lorenzo  T.  Munson,  Generalissimo. 

W.  McClellan,  proxy. 

Jackson  L.  Spary,  Captain-General. 

W.  McClellan,  proxy. 

No.  34,  Cyrene — John  A.  Slade,  Eminent  Commander. 

Isaac  D.  Landis,  Generalissimo. 

S.  C.  Camp,  proxy. 

Simon  C.  Camp,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  Past  Grand  Commander. 
Andrew  M.  Rambo. 

No.  35,  Allegheny — Rev.  James  Johnston  Mclllyar,  Eminent  Commander. 

Edward  Coates,  Generalissimo. 

J.  J.  Mclllyar,  proxy. 

James  Tullough  McIntosh,  Captain-General, 

No.  36,  Mary — Henry  K.  Coulomb,  Eminent  Commander. 

Americus  R.  Underdown,  Generalissimo. 

Frank  Mills,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

John  L.  Young. 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder. 

William  H.  Burkhardt. 

Charles  Dudley  Freeman, 

William  Hamilton  Heck, 

Daniel  Sutter. 

James  S.  Barber. 

No,  37,  Calvary — Michael  B.  Allebach,  Eminent  Commander, 

A,  J.  Frick,  proxy. 

Daniel  S.  Bloom,  Generalissimo. 

A.  J.  Frick,  proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

Alexander  J.  Frick, 

No.  38,  Rose  Croix — James  R.  Barber,  Eminent  Commander, 

Burton  F.  Edwards,  Generalissimo. 

J.  R.  Barber,  proxy. 

Stanislaus  P.  Franchot,  Captain- General. 

J.  R.  Barber,  proxy. 
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No.  41,  Constantine — Franklin  D.  Sterner,  Eminent  Commander. 

Levi  Huber,  Generalissimo. 

F.  D.  Sterner,  proxy. 

Samuel  Hower,  Captain-General. 

4 

Past  Commander. 

Abraham  K.  Whitner. 

No.  42,  Reading — George  H.  Mengel,  Eminent  Commander. 

Thomas  E.  Weber,  Generalissimo. 

G.  H.  Mengel ,  proxy. 

John  R.  Yeich,  Captain-General. 

v  G.  H.  Mengel,  proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

George  E.  Haak. 

No.  43,  Talbot — Thomas  R.  Cowell,  Eminent  Commander. 

A.  W.  Cox,  proxy. 

Nelson  H.  Brown,  Generalissimo. 

A.  W.  Cox,  proxy. 

H.  W.  Choate,  Captain-General. 

,  A.  W.  Cox,  proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

Andrew  W.  Cox. 

No.  44,  Franklin — Henry  D.  Hulin,  Eminent  Commander. 

David  D.  Grant,  Generalissimo. 

H.  D.  Hulin,  proxy. 

Philander  R.  Gratz,  Captain-General. 

H.  D.  Hulin,  proxy. 

No.  45,  Dieu  le  Veut — Lathan  W.  Jones,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  W.  Kirkendall,  Generalissimo. 

L.  W.  Jones,  proxy. 

Dana  P.  Ayars,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commander. 

Byron  Shoemaker. 

No.  46,  Hospitaller — John  T.  Beardsley,  Eminent  Commander. 

Frederick  Fickenscher,  Generalissimo. 

J.  T.  Beardsley,  proxy. 

Lucas  B.  Schuyler,  Captain-General. 

J.  T.  Beardsley,  proxy. 
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No.  47,  St.  Alban — William  H.  Hoskins,  Eminent  Commander. 

Isaac  C.  Price,  Generalissimo. 

Samuel  S.  Gaw,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

William  W.  Allen. 

Addison  V.  C.  Schenck. 

Joseph  S.  Wright. 

No.  48,  Tancred — William  B.  Lupton,  Eminent  Commander. 

James  H.  Reno,  Generalissimo. 

W.  B.  Lupton,  proxy. 

Americus  V.  Holmes,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Dewitt  C.  Carroll,  Grand  Generalissimo. 
Samuel  Harper. 

No.  49,  Uniontown — Charles  H.  Rush,  Eminent  Commander. 

P.  M.  Hochheimer,  proxy. 

Philip  M.  Hochheimer,  Generalissimo. 


No.  51,  Clarence — Frank  M.  Lockwood,  Eminent  Commander. 

O.  E.  Gleason,  Generalissimo. 

F.  M.  Lockwood, proxy. 

W.  A.  Jordan,  Captain-General. 

F.  M.  Lockwood,  proxy. 

No.  53,  Corinthian,  “Chasseur” — Edward  Perry,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  S.  Graham,  Generalissimo; 

J.  Spencer  Smith,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commanders. 

Edward  B.  Spencer. 

Charles  Cary. 

George  E.  Wagner. 

Jacob  Roberts,  M.D. 


No.  54,  Kensington — Griffith  O.  Storrie,  Eminent  Commander. 

Stephen  C.  Fraley,  Generalissimo. 

Isaac  Albertson,  Captain-General. 

Past  Commander . 

John  Roberts. 
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No.  55,  Centennial — Francis  G.  Parke,  Eminent  Commander. 

H.  C.  Nields,  proxy. 

Harvey  C.  Nields,  Generalissimo. 

Past  Commanders.  4 

Caleb  Brown. 

W.  Boyd. 

E.  P.  Dickenson. 

No.  56,  Continental — Hilkiah  R.  Gaff,  Eminent  Commander. 

PI.  S.  Stoner, proxy. 

Daniel  A.  Wertz,  Generalissimo. 

H.  S.  Stoner,  proxy. 

Hastings  Gehr,  Captain-General. 

H.  S.  Stoner, proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

Henry  S.  Stoner. 

No.  57,  Wyoming  Valley — Alexander  McDougal,  Eminent  Commander. 

J.  B.  'L.&w ,  proxy . 

George  W.  Hagadorn,  Generalissimo. 

J.  B.  Law,  proxy. 

Lewis  H.  Evans,  Captain-General. 

J.  B.  Law ,  proxy. 

Past  Commander. 

John  B.  Law. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  has  made  the  follow¬ 
ing  appointments : 

DIVISION  COMMANDERS. 

Division  No.  1. — V.  E.  Sir  Dewitt  C.  Carroll,  of  Pittsburgh. 
Commanderies  Nos.  1,  35,  and  48. 

Division  No.  2. — E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  3404  Hamilton 

Street,  Philadelphia. 

Commanderies  Nos.  2,  4,  29,  32,  36,  47,  53,  and  54. 

Division  No.  3. — E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  of  Lancaster. 
Commanderies  Nos.  9,  13,  21,  34,  42,  55,  and  56. 

Division  No.  4. — E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  of  Pittsburgh. 
Commanderies  Nos.  3,  7,  18,  49,  and  50. 
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Division  No.  5. — E.  Sir  Edwin  G.  Martin,  of  Allentown. 
Commanderies  Nos.  15,  19,  20,  23,  and  31. 

Division  No.  6. — R.  E.  Sir  John  H.  Dusenbury,  of  Great  Bend. 
Commanderies  Nos.  16,  17,  27,  and  28. 

Division  No.  7. — R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Egle,  M.D.,  of  Harrisburg. 
Commanderies  Nos.  8,  11,  12,  24,  37,  39,  and  41. 

Division  No.  8. — R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick  of  Meadville. 
Commanderies  Nos.  25,  30,  38,  43,  44,  and  51. 

Division  No.  9. — E.  Sir  F.  Hiram  Keller,  of  Williamsport. 
Commanderies  Nos.  22,  40,  and  46. 

Division  No.  10. — E.  Sir  Joseph  Alexander,  Jr.,  of  Carbondale. 
Commanderies  Nos.  14,  45,  and  57. 

Division  No.  11. — E.  Sir  Joseph  M.  Selheimer,  of  Lewistown. 
Commanderies  Nos.  10,  26,  and  33. 


COMMITTEES. 

Credentials. 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder, 

“  John  B.  Arnold,  No.  1, 

“  Lee  S.  Smith,  No.  35. 

Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  B.  Dick,  Past  Grand  Commander, 

“  A.  J.  Kauffman,  Past  Grand  Commander, 

“  William  H.  Egle,  M.D.,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
“  Charles  H.  Kingston,  Past  Grand  Commander, 
“  Jere  L.  Hutchinson,  Past  Grand  Commander. 

Dispensations  and  Charters. 

E.  Sir  T.  C.  Hippie,  No.  46, 

“  Adam  Rise,  No.  24, 

“  A.  J.  Frick,  No.  37, 

“  Edward  Welchans,  No.  13, 

“  Wesley  Hammer,  No.  31. 
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By-Laws. 

E.  Sir  John  Hanold,  No.  29, 

“  Wm.  H.  Burkhardt,  No.  36,. 
“  George  E.  Wagner,  No.  53, 
“  Daniel  B.  Else,  No.  22, 

“  Thomas  S.  McNair,  No.  23. 


Finance. 

E.  Sir  Daniel  Sutter,  No.  36, 

“  Hibbert  P.  John,  No.  47, 

“  Joseph  L.  Lemberger,  No.  24, 
“  P.  M.  Hochheimer,  No.  49, 

“  Edward  Little,  No.  3. 

Grievances  and  Appeals. 

E.  Sir  Ellsworth  H.  Hults,  No.  2, 

“  W.  W.  Reed,  No.  30, 

“  John  A.  Weaver,  No.  19, 

“  Vosburg  N.  Shaffer,  No.  15, 

“  Nathaniel  P.  Ramsey,  No.  10. 

Next  Place  of  Meeting. 

E.  Sir  Thomas  M.  Thompson,  No.  4, 

“  Edward  Smith,  No.  46, 

“  George  B.  Cole,  No.  8, 

“  A.  W.  Cox,  No.  43, 

“  Charles  A.  Saylor,  No.  9. 

Unfinished  Business. 

E.  Sir  John  C.  Rutter,  No.  12, 

“  H.  Church,  No.  25, 

“  C.  E.  D.  Griffith,  No.  20, 

“  Charles  A.  Zerbe,  No.  26, 

“  H.  S.  Stoner,  No.  56. 
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Te?nplar  Jurisprudence  and  Ritual. 

R.  E.  Sir  Grant  Weidman,  Past  Grand  Commander, 

“  Geter  C.  Shidle,  Past  Grand  Commander, 

E.  Sir  William  Chatland,  No.  7, 

“  E.  P.  Kingsbury,  No.  17, 

“  Henry  W.  Williams,  No.  28. 

Printing  and  Publishing. 

E.  Sir  Mark  Richards  Muckle,  Grand  Treasurer, 

“  Theodore  F.  Sheffer,  No.  11, 

“  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Grand  Recorder, 

“  William  H.  Hoskins,  No.  47, 

“  Dennis  F.  Dealy,  No.  4. 

Foreign  Correspondence. 

E.  Sir  Samuel  Harper,  No.  58, 

“  George  B.  Osborne,  No.  27, 

“  John  Roberts,  No.  54, 

“  Jacob  F.  Quillman,  No.  32, 

“  F.  D.  Sterner,  No.  41. 

Mileage  and  Pay. 

E.  Sir  Samuel  W.  Wray,  No.  29, 

“  James  S.  Barber,  No.  36, 

“  George  E.  Haak,  No.  42, 

“  James  H.  Codding,  No.  16, 

“  John  B.  Law,  No.  57. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
were  tendered  to  the  Mayor  and  citizens  of  Allentown 
for  their  hospitalities  shown  to  the  members  of  the 
Grand  Commandery;  also  to  the  leader  and  members 
of  the  choir  for  the  beautiful  music  furnished  this  day 
at  the  Installation  of  Grand  Officers. 
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Thanks  were  also  given  to  Allen  Commandery,  No. 
20,  K.  T.,  for  courteous  reception  tendered  to  the  Grand 
Commandery  at  the  present  Conclave. 

Orders  were  directed  to  be  drawn  as  follows: 


For  use  of  Masonic  Hall, . $50  00 

For  use  of*Opera  House  for  Installation, . 15  00 

For  services  of  Sentinel, . 10  00 


There  being  no  further  business,  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  was  closed  in  peace  at  5  o’clock  and  30 
minutes,  until  the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1880,  then  to  assemble  in  the  City  of 
Williamsport,  Lycoming  Co.,  Pennsylvania. 


R.  E.  Grand  Commander. 


Grand  Recorder. 


APPENDIX. 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 
STATISTICS  OF  COMMANDERIES. 


I 


REPORT  ON  CORRESPONDENCE. 

I 

To  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania. 

The  short  time  allowed  to  Sir  Meyer  to  prepare'the  last  Report  on 
Correspondence  resulted  in  the  omission  of  the  Proceedings  of  sev¬ 
eral  Grand  Commanderies,  nearly  all  of  which  have  been  placed 
upon  the  table  of  the  present  committee,  requiring  at  our  hands  the 
review  of  these  bodies  for  two  years.  Our  report  is,  in  consequence, 
of  much  greater  length  than  it  otherwise  would  be. 

We  were  about  to  say.  that  we  submit  this  report  reluctantly, 
knowing  its  manifest  and  numberless  imperfections ;  but  as  it  is 
written,  and  time  will  not  permit  some  one  else  to  write  a  worthier 
one,  we  leave  it  with  the  remark  that  we  have  worked  to  the  best  of 

m 

our  ability  under  the  disadvantages  of  our  situation  ;  and  if  any  one 
should  insist  that  it  ought  to  be  better  than  it  is,  we  freely  admit 
our  inability  to  make  it  so. 


We  have  received  and  reviewed  the  Proceedings  of  the  following 
Grand  Jurisdictions: 


Alabama, 

1878 

Massachusetts  and 

Arkansas, 

1877,  1879 

Rhode  Island, 

1878 

California, 

1877,  1878 

Michigan, 

1878 

Canada, 

1878 

Minnesota, 

1877,  1878 

Colorado, 

1878 

Mississippi, 

1878 

Connecticut, 

1878 

Missouri, 

1877,  1878 

England  and  Wales, 

1878 

Nebraska, 

1878 

Georgia, 

1878 

New  Hampshire, 

1878 

Illinois, 

1877,  1878 

New  Jersey, 

1878 

Indiana, 

1877,  1878 

New  York, 

1878 

Iowa, 

1877,  1878 

Ohio, 

1877,  i878 

Kansas, 

1877,  i878 

Tennessee, 

1878 

Kentucky, 

1877,  1878 

Texas, 

1878 

Louisiana,  1877, 

1878,  1879 

Vermont, 

1878 

Maine, 

1878 

Virginia, 

1878 

Maryland, 

1877,  1878 

West  Virginia,  1875, 

1876,  1877 

Wisconsin,  1877,  1878. 

West  Virginia  for  1878  alone  is  wanting  to  complete  the  array. 
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ALABAMA,  1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Eufaula  May  15th, 
R.  E.  Sir  John  Gilbert  Smith,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Seven  Commanderies  represented  ;  also  seven  Grand  Commanderies, 
Sir  Stephen  H.  Beasley  representing  Pennsylvania. 

The  annual  address  is  a  sensible  and  knightly  document,  and  is  es¬ 
pecially  noticeable  for  the  eloquence  of  its  opening  and  conclusion. 
From  the  former  we  quote  this  passage  : 

“ Sir  Knights,  ask  yourselves  this  question  to-day:  How  stands 
my  account  for  the  past — how  will  the  scales  of  justice  stand  when 
the  balance  is  drawn  ?  This  is  a  solemn  matter,  and,  as  Christian 
Knights,  it  demands  your  earnest  and  prayerful  consideration.  Let 
us  examine  ourselves,  and  determine  now  that  our  charities  and 
hospitalities  in  the  future  shall  make  amends  for  past  derelictions 
from  Templar  duty  to  the  needy  and  desolate — while  the  noble  pre¬ 
cepts  of  our  Order,  welcomed  with  renewed  zeal,  shall  purge  us  of 
dead  works,  and  awaken  us  to  newness  of  life  and  effort.” 

In  touching  language  the  Grand  Commander  announces  the  dead 
of  the  year,  including  Sir  Orrin  Welch. 

Owingto  unavoidable  business  engagements,  no  official  visits  were 
made. 

An  application  was  received  for  a  dispensation  to  ballot  on  a  pe¬ 
tition  under  the  following  statement  of  facts  : 

“  1  st.  That  the  applicant  was  a  dimitted  Master  and  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  made  so  in  Bucksport,  Maine. 

“  2d.  That  he  claimed  no  legal  residence  any  where,  himself  and 
family  having  resided  on  shipboard  for  the  past  six  years. 

“  3d.  That  Mobile,  Alabama,  was  the  only  place  at  which  the  ap¬ 
plicant  or  his  family  spent  any  time  on  shore,  and  that  his  vessel 
had  plied  for  the  past  six  years  between  Mobile  and  Liverpool.” 

The  Grand  Commander  says  : 

“I  decided  that  the  Companion  came  within  our  jurisdiction,  and 
issued  the  dispensation  with  the  following  proviso : 

“  1st.  That  as  a  Brother,  he  must  have  a  dimit  or  certificate  of  mem¬ 
bership  from  a  regularly  organized  Lodge  of  Master  Masons. 

“  2d.  That  as  a  Companion,  he  must  have  a  dimit  or  certificate  of 
membership  as  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  from  a  duly  organized  Chapter 
of  such ;  both  of  which  must  be  presented  to  Mobile  Commandery, 
No.  2,  and  duly  examined  before  the  candidate  is  ballotted  for. 

“  3d.  That  the  applicant  be  required  to  satisfy  a  Committee  of  said 
Commandery  of  his  proficiency  before  any  ballot  was  had.” 
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We  believe  the  decision  to  be  correct,  but  are  at  a  loss  to  under¬ 
stand  the  reason  of  the  proviso.  None  is  given,  and  we  cannot  im¬ 
agine  any. 

A  communication  was  received  from  R.  E.  Sir  Walter  L.  Bragg, 

4 

Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the  United  States,  and  the  official  Repre¬ 
sentative  of  the  Grand  Master,  announcing  his  inability  to  be  present, 
as  he  felt  it  to  be  his  duty  to  visit  officially  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Mississippi  (which  met  the  previous  day),  and  saying,  “For  I  am 
sure,  in  such  a  case,  you  would  not  have  had  me  give  the  preference 
to  a  Grand  Commandery  of  which  I  am  a  member  over  that  of  a 
sister  jurisdiction.” 

Sir  Daniel  Smith,  Grand  Captain  General,  made  a  report  of  his 
attendance  at  the  last  Triennial,  devoted  almost  exclusively  to  the 
proposed  new  Malta  Ritual.  He  is  opposed  to  it,  because  he  thinks 
it  is  impracticable  in  small  Commanderies  which  could  not  procure 
the  necessary  “new  working  regalia,”  or  always  have  present  the 
number  of  officers  required  to  do  the  work.  He  regards  its  unqual¬ 
ified  adoption  as  the  death -knell  of  the  majority  of  the  Commander¬ 
ies  in  that,  if  not  in  all  the  Southern  and  many  of  the  Western  States 
and  Territories  where  small  Commanderies  exist.  His  views  were 
concurred  in  by  the  adoption  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Re¬ 
ports  of  Grand  Officers. 

This  is  something  of  a  “tempest  in  a  tea-pot.”  We  have  a  pretty 
full  knowledge  of  this  Ritual,  and  regard  the  matter  of  expense  as 
inconsiderable,  and  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  if  a  Com- 
rnandery  has  a  sufficient  number  of  Sir  Knights  present  to  confer  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  properly ,  it  will  not  be  short-handed  in  working 
the  new  Malta. 

Our  Alabama  brethren  must  have  had  a  delightful  time  at  this 
Conclave.  There  was  a  carriage  ride,  a  visit  to  Sir  Moulthorp’s 
residence,  where  “for  about  an  hour  champagne  was  the  order  of 
the  day,  and  then  a  drill,”  after  which  the  carriages  were  resumed, 
and  then  another  halt,  at  the  residence  of  Sir  Shorter,  where,  “a 
magnificent  collation  was  laid  out  by  Mrs.  Shorter,  which  the  Sir 
Knights  did  their  best  to  consume,”  followed  by  pleasant  conversa¬ 
tion,  toasts,  speeches,  rambles,  music,  and  return  to  hotels.  Then, 
after  a  day  of  such  severe  duty,  there  was  a  banquet  at  night,  at 
Hart’s  Hall,  Eufaula  Commandery,  No.  9,  being  the  host,  at  which 
the  Sir  Knights  “  applied  themselves  vigorously  ”  for  about  three 
hours.  “  Champagne  again  flowed  abundantly,  toasts  were  drank, 
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speeches  were  made,  and  general  hilarity  prevailed,  and,”  says  the 
Grand  Recorder,  “  if  we  can  only  be  present  at  another  such  banquet 
before  we  die,  we  shall  think  we  have  not  lived  in  vain.” 

Two  floral  red  crosses  were  presented  by  Mrs.  Daniel  Sayre  and 
Miss  Sallie  E.  Hart. 

We  thought  we  were  done  with  the  festivities,  but  we  find  that 
the  second  day  concluded  with  a  “ball  and  supper  at  Hart’s  Hall, 
at  which  were  present  some  of  the  chivalrous  young  men  of  Eufaula, 
and  of  its  fair  and  beautiful  women.” 

Sir  Daniel  Sayre  is  again  on  hand  with  a  charming  report  on 
correspondence,  in  which  he  courteously  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
twenty-six  Grand  Bodies,  New  Hampshire  for  two  years.  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  is  kindly  treated  in  a  nearly  two  page  notice. 

Under  California  he  replies  to  Sir  Wiggin’s  idea  that  the  Council 
Degrees  should  be  relegated  to  the  Chapter  where  they  belong.  We 
copy  the  reply  because  it  contains  a  great  deal  of  good  common 
sense,  although  we  do  not  believe  that  the  Council  Degrees  should 
be  made  prerequisite  to  the  Orders  of  Knighthood. 

“We  should  be  glad  if  the  distinguished  Sir  Knight  would  tell  us 
where-  and  when — except  in  one  or  two  States  of  the  United  States, 
where  they  have  been  forced  into  a  false  position — the  Council 
Degrees  belonged  to  the  Chapter.  The  Royal  Arch  Degree  came 
from  England,  but  there  the  Council  Degrees  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  Chapter,  or  rather,  the  Chapter  has  nothing  to  do  with 
them.  And  the  Royal  Arch  itself  formerly  belonged  to  the  Blue 
Lodge.  If  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  does  not 
wish  to  make  them  prerequisite  to  the  Commandery,  that  is  its  busi¬ 
ness,  and  we  must  rest  satisfied  with  its  decision.  But  if  it  would, 
we  should  have,  in  the  United  States,  a  most  admirable  system  of 
Masonry — a  perfect  building,  consistent  in  all  its  parts.  As  it  is  now, 
every  one  that  intends  to  go  through  is  in  a  hurry  to  get  into  the 
Commandery,  and  would  ignore  everything  else  if  he  could.  Nor  is 
there  any  more  reason  why  the  Royal  Arch  should  be  necessary 
than  there  is  why  the  Council  Degrees  should  be  necessary.  The 
originators  of  the  Order  were  not  Masons  at  all,  and  the  making  the 
Royal  Arch  prerequisite  was  just  as  arbitrary  a  proceeding  as  the 
making  the  Council  Degrees  would  be. 

“  But  there  is  a  good  and  sufficient  reason  why  they  should  not  be 
put  into  the  Chapter.  That  body  already  has  as  many  degrees  as  it 
can  conveniently  confer,  and  the  adding  of  two  more  degrees — and 
in  some  jurisdictions  three — would  decidedly  be  too  much  for  one 
body.” 
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Under  New  Jersey  he  reaches  the  vitals  of  Sir  Corson  in  this 
wise  : 

“But  we  cannot  say  much  for  the  gallantry  of  these  New  Jersey 
Sir  Knights,  whose  proud  boast  it  is  to  wield  their  swords  in  defence 
of  innocent  maidens,  destitute  widows,  and  helpless  orphans ;  for 
the  account  adds  :  a  large  number  of  ladies  were  permitted  to  enjoy 
the  picture — not  the  dinner — from  the  ante-rooms.  Not  so  would 
the  gallant  knights  of  old  have  served  their  sweethearts  and  wives 
and  others  of  their  fair  countrywomen. 

“  And  then  there  was  another  dinner,  to  which  these  Sir  Knights 
sat  down  at  the  Park  House,  at  2  o’clock,  the  invitation  to  which  had 
been  unanimously  accepted;  but  the  ladies,  either  in  large  numbers 
or  small  numbers,  were  not  permitted  to  enjoy  this  picture  even  from 
the  ante-room. 

“And  yet  the  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  Knight  Corson,  writes  a  report 
on  Foreign  Correspondence  in  a  vein  which  would  indicate  that  he 
supposed  he  had  performed  his  whole  duty  toward  his  fair  country¬ 
women  and  the  balance  of  womankind.” 

Commanderies,  10;  Knighted,  9;  members,  210. 

Sir  William  S.  Foster,  Mobile,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir  Daniel 
Sayre,  Montgomery,  continued  Grand  Recorder. 


ARKANSAS,  1877-79. 

A  pamphlet  of  twenty-one  pages  contains  the  proceedings  of 

two  Annual  Conclaves.  The - Annual  Conclave  was  held  at 

Little  Rock,  October  3d,  1877,  R.  E.  Elbert  H.  English,  Grand 
Commander,  presiding.  Three  Commanderies  represented. 

No  formal  address  was  presented  owing  to  the  insufficiency  of  funds 
to  pay  for  printing  of  proceedings,  but  the  Grand  Commander  sub¬ 
mitted  a  verbal  report  of  his  official  acts,  with  an  interesting  account 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Cleveland. 

“  The  rule  requiring  members  to  be  in  full  dress  was  dispensed 
with  during  this  Conclave.”  We  have  elsewhere  intimated  our  views 
on  this  reprehensible  practice. 

The  proceedings  were  brief  and  without  interest.  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  English  was  re-elected. 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever,  the  Annual  Conclave  of 
1878  was  not  held,  but  the  Grand  Commandery  was  convened  in 
Special  Conclave  at  Little  Rock,  January  8th,  1879,  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  presiding,  with  all  four  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies 
represented. 
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A  very  brief  address  was  presented,  embracing  a  statement  of 
official  doings,  announcing  the  death,  among  others,  of  Sir  Orrin 
Welch,  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  Sir  Andrew 
J.  Wheeler,  of  Tennessee,  Editor  of  the  Masonic  Jewel ,  and  con¬ 
cluding  with  these  words  of  wisdom  : 

“I  have  no  special  legislation  to  recommend.  We  have  laws 
enough  if  we  faithfully  observe  them,  and  I  am  not  aware  that  we 
can  improve  upon  them.” 

A  Committee  on  Tactics  and  Drill  was  appointed  to  report  at  the 
next  Annual  Conclave.  The  other  proceedings  were  purely  routine. 
A  memorial  page  is  devoted  to  Sir  Wheeler. 

Commanderies,  4;  Knighted,  9;  members,  140. 

Sir  James  H.  Van  Hoose,  of  Fayetteville,  is  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  John  W.  Rison,  of  Little  Rock,  Grand  Recorder. 


CALIFORNIA,  1877. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  San  Francisco, 
April  13th,  R.  E.  Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Eleven  Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  the  record  of  a  busy 
year,  a  statement  of  important  duties  well  performed.  He  pays 
an  eloquent  tribute  to  those  “who  have  crossed  the  flood,”  includ¬ 
ing  Sir  Charles  Marsh,  a  Past  Grand  Commander  of  that  jurisdic¬ 
tion.  Two  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies  were  issued.  Ten 
of  the  thirteen  Commanderies  were  visited,  some  of  them  more 
than  once. 

Chico  Commandery  fixed  the  dues  of  its  members  at  one  dollar 
a  year,  but  the  Grand  Commander  refused  to  approve  the  By-Laws 
until  provision  should  be  made  for  the  payment  of  dues  at  a  rate  of 
not  less  than  fifty  cents  a  month. 

“Well  done,  good  and  faithful  servant.”  The  By-Laws  were 
changed  accordingly. 

Charters  were  granted  to  the  two  Commanderies  under  dispensa¬ 
tion. 

A  feeling  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Sir  George  Frank  Gouley 
was  adopted. 

The  report  on  correspondence  is  from  the  facile  pen  of  Sir 
Charles  Louis  Wiggin,  who  courteous  reviews  the  proceedings  of 
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thirty  Grand  Bodies.  It  is  a  fine  collection  of  eloquent  and  perti¬ 
nent  quotations,  liberally  interspersed  with  frank  and  intelligent 
discussion.  We  would  like  to  quote  many  of  the  good  things  we 
find  in  it,  but  our  report  is  already  unconscionably  long.  California 
did  not  come  to  our  table  willingly,  and  we  were  compelled  at  a 
late  day  to  write  for  these  reports  in  order  that  the  array  might  be 
complete.  They  are  the  last  to  report  themselves,  and  we  have 
barely  time  to  get  them  in  line. 

Here  is  a  thing  which  we  wish  could  be  said  of  every  jurisdiction : 

“  During  all  our  experieisce  in  this  jurisdiction  we  have  never  yet 
seen  a  Knight  Templar,  in  the  costume  of  the  Order,  in  a  liquor 
saloon,  or  in  any  degree  under  the  influence  of  liquor,  and  we  sin¬ 
cerely  hope  that  a  spectacle  so  degrading  may  never  be  brought  to 
our  notice.” 

Over  four  pages  of  courteous  criticism  is  devoted  to  Pennsylvania 
for  1876,  in  which  he  liberally  quotes  from  the  address  of  Grand 
Commander  Kingston. 

Our  report  from  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  relative  to  the 
non-payment  of  dues  by  Sir  Knights  withdrawing  from  one  Com¬ 
mandery  for  the  purpose  of  forming  another,  meets  with  his  “hearty 
concurrence.” 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  117;  members,  853. 

Sirs  Graves  and  Wiggin  were  re-elected  Grand  Commander  and 
Grand  Recorder  respectively. 

CALIFORNIA,  1878. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  San  Francisco, 
April  1 2th,  R.  E.  Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Twelve  Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  submitted  another  excellent  address,  de¬ 
voted  exclusively,  however,  to  local  matters.  He  suggests  that 
timely  steps  be  taken  to  secure  the  holding  of  the  Triennial  Con¬ 
clave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  San  Francisco  in  1883,  and  in 
accordance  with  the  suggestion,  a  Committee  was  appointed  to 
memorialize  that  body. 

A  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  issued  during  the  year 
was  continued  until  the  next  Annual  Conclave. 

We  regret  to  observe  that  Grand  Recorder  Wiggin  was  not  at  his 
post,  and  as  no  receipts  are  acknowledged,  and  action  was  had 
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looking  to  an  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Grand  Recorder’s 
office,  we  fear  that  “  there  is  another  good  man  gone  wrong.” 

Several  changes  were  made  in  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery. 

A  warm  tribute  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Orrin  Welch  was  adopted. 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence. 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  73;  members,  892. 

Sir  Hiram  Throop  Graves,  re-elected  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
Thomas  Hubbard  Caswell,  Grand  Recorder.  Address  of  both, 
San  Francisco. 


CANADA,  1878. 

The  Third  Annual  Assembly  of  the  National  Great  Priory,  was 
held  in  the  City  of  Montreal,  October  nth,  with  V.  H.  and  E.  Sir 
Knight  Col.  W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C.  T.,  Great  Prior,  on 
the  Throne.  Fourteen  Preceptories  represented.  Eight  visitors 
were  received  and  welcomed,  among  whom  was  Sir  George  O. 
Tyler,  Grand  Treasurer  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Vermont. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Great  Prior  is  lengthy,  but  very  inter¬ 
esting  and  ably  written.  In  its  local  references  it  contains  but  little 
that  is  of  interest  to  us.  There  is  much,  however,  in  it,  like  all 
that  the  Great  Prior  writes  on  Templar  subjects,  that  possesses  great 
interest. 

He  has  this  to  say  as  to  the  qualification  for  admittance  to  the 
Order : 

“The  prerequisite  Masonic  Degree  before  being  admitted  to  the 
Templar  Order  is  that  of  the  ‘  Royal  Arch,’  not  that  there  is  any 
connection  between  the  two  ceremonies,  but  from  its  being  with  us 
the  completion  of  the  craft,  and  therefore  forming  the  connecting 
link  with  the  purely  Masonic  degrees.  The  Royal  Arch  inculcates 
most  strongly  the  knowledge  of  the  sacred  name,  with  a  firm  belief 
and  trust  in  T.  G.  A.  O.  T.  U.,  to  whom  all  Masons  are  taught  to 
look  for  assistance  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and  is  therefore  the  proper 
prelude  to  the  Christian  Order  of  the  Temple,  in  which  we  volun¬ 
tarily  adopted  a  special  belief  in  the  blessed  Trinity,  declaring  our 
trust  for  eternal  salvation  in  Jesus  Christ  the  Mediator.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  we  should  incorporate  the  Red  Cross  of  the  United 
States  system,  as  also  the  Cryptic  degrees  of  Royal  and  Select  Mas¬ 
ters,  as  a  prerequisite.  I  most  distinctly  and  positively  disapprove 
of  any  such  innovation,  and  cannot  see  what  object  there  is  to  be 
gained  by  increasing  intermediate  degrees  that  have  no  connection 
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far  or  near  with  the  Templar  Order,  requiring  candidates  to  invol¬ 
untarily  take  upon  themselves  obligations  of  degrees  they  have  no 
wish  or  desire  to  become  acquainted  with.  All  that  is  necessary  to 
preserve  the  connection  with  the  universally  acknowledged  degrees 
of  ancient  Freemasonry  being  the  Royal  Arch,  the  Master  Mason  not 
being  considered  complete  without  it,  why ’then  should  we  wish  to 
debar  worthy  aspirants  from  joining  the  Order  who  are  unwilling 
to  enter  it  through  degrees  they  may  consider  unnecessary,  and 
which  at  best  are  but  offshots  from  genuine  Masonry,  and  have  no 
practical  purpose  of  utility  to  offer  ?  By  all  means  let  those  who 
wish  to  propagate  the  numerous  existing  rites  do  so  as  their  tastes 
and  feelings  dictate,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not, 
but  as  separate  and  distinct  degrees.” 

He  refers  at  length  to  the  action  of  our  Grand  Encampment  in 
declining  to  accept  the  Great  Priory  of  Canada  as  its  peer  on  the 
representative  question.  “  It  is  so  far  an  unwise  assumption  of  pre¬ 
tentious  superiority  that  it  is  likely  to  prevent  any  alliance  or  closer 
intercourse  between  the  two  jurisdictions.”  As  this  is  a  question 
belonging  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  it  is  not  our  province  to  dis¬ 
cuss  it,  but  we  cannot  avoid  bringing  into  contrast  the  expression, 
“unwise  assumption  of  pretentious  superiority,”  with  the  idea 
further  on  expressed  that  the  “  object  was  to  form  the  nucleus  of  a 
cosmopolitan  chivalric  fraternity,  which  it  was  hoped  all  English- 
speaking  Templars  would  gladly  join,  acknowledging  His  Royal 
Highness,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  as  the  only  Grand  Master.”  Our 
fingers  itch  to  add  something  right  here,  but  we  forbear,  as  we  have 
no  doubt  that  every  English-speaking  Templar  in  the  United  States 
feels  just  as  we  do  about  acknowledging  the  authority  of  His  Royal 
Highness  as  the  only  Grand  Master. 

The  Great  Prior  endeavors,  but  with  marked  ill  success,  to  meet 
the  point  made  by  Grand  Master  Hopkins,  that  the  Great  Priory  is 
subordinate  to  the  Convent  General,  and  consequently  cannot  be 
the  peer  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  which  is  a  supreme  body. 

He  says: 

“  ‘  Convent  General  ’  is  nothing  more  than  the  Parliament  of  the 
allied  Great  Priories,  composed  of  representatives  from  each  nation¬ 
ality.  It  neither  grants  warrants,  nor  interferes  directly  with  any 
Preceptory,  and  is  in  reality  not  analogous  to  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  of  the  United  States,  which  is  their  National  Templar  Body ; 
besides,  on  investigation  it  will  be  found  that  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  is  totally  different,  and  where  that  is  the 
case  identity  of  name  does  not  make  two  Orders  one.  The  present 
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‘Grand  Encampment’  was  created  in  1816  by  the  members  then 
comprising  eight  separate  encampments,  Templary  in  the  United 
States  receiving  its  impetus  from  the  Sup.  Council  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite 
330.  The  earliest  Grand  Encampment,  that  of  New  York,  being 
chartered  by  a  Consistory  320,  and  they  founded  their  constitutions 
on  the  Independence  of  the  United  States  in  civil  government, 
having  their  chief  head  and  chief  government  in  their  own  country, 
and  its  jurisdiction  bounded  only  by  the  civil  jurisdiction  of  such 
government,  adopting  regulations  they  considered  applicable  and 
advisable  to  the  requirements  of  the  Masonic  body  in  the  United 
States  without  reference  to  the  Templars  of  other  countries.  The 
Order  is  therefore  with  them  peculiarly  American,  derived  from  the 
‘ Kadosh ,’  the  30th  or  Templar  degree  of  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite,  in 
which  the  death  of  the  last  Grand  Master,  De  Molai  the  Martyr,  is 
commemorated  in  the  legends  of  the  degree,  and  black  insignia  worn 
as  a  symbol  of  mourning  to  his  memory.  It  is  an  ably  formed  or¬ 
ganization,  but  in  no  respect  does  it  assimilate  with  ours,  being  un¬ 
like  in  ceremony,  O.  B.,  usages  and  costume.  We  require  our  can¬ 
didates  to  profess  the  doctrines  of  the  Trinity;  they  do  not  ;  and  on 
that  ground  it  has  been  remarked  to  me,  ‘  How  can  we  conscien¬ 
tiously  consider  them  as  the  same  Order  to  admit  of  any  alliance?’ 
This  point  of  doctrine,  as  well  as  their  semi-military  organization, 
would  not  be  generally  acceptable  to  the  Great  Priories,  particularly 
to  that  of  Ireland,  where  the  wearing  of  arms  and  public  processions 
is  prohibited.  I  have  only  made  these  remarks  to  show  how  com¬ 
pletely  the  two  systems  vary  in  constitution  and  practice.  We  can 
always  find  enough  in  the  regulation  of  our  own  affairs  without  un¬ 
necessarily  impeaching  the  position  or  interfering  with  that  of 
others.” 

We  quote  his  historical  references: 

“The  opposers  of  the  Christian  degrees,  who  assert  that  there  is 
no  direct  evidence  to  connect  Christian  Knighthood  with  Masonry, 
seem  to  be  entirely  oblivious  of  the  fact  that  Freemasonry  was 
wholly  Christian  in  its  ceremonies  up  to  the  early  part  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  century,  but  with  marvellous  inconsistency  they  are  prepared  to 
accept  all  sorts  of  speculative  theories  regarding  the  very  early  history 
of  Masonry,  in  which  the  most  barefaced  fables  are  stated  as  ac¬ 
knowledged  facts,  because  they  are  supposed  to  add  lustre  to  the 
Craft ;  whilst  in  defence  of  the  Templar  Order,  facts  and  fancies  are 
alike  thrown  aside.  The  fact  is,  a  great  deal  of  nonsense  has  been 
written  and  said  about  the  Order,  and  many  who  have  considered 
themselves  censors  and  critics  should  have  been  content  to  observe 
the  motto  of  the  Craft,  Audi,  Vide,  Pace.  In  my  remarks  on 
Modern  Templary  (appendix  A),  I  stated  that  remnants  of  the 
Chivalric  Order  may  have  assumed  some  of  the  higher  degrees  and 
formed  bodies  of  their  own,  such  as  those  in  the  A.  and  A.  S.  Rite 
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330.  I  am  quite  aware  that  none  of  those  organizations  into  which 
the  Templar  Order  are  supposed  to  have  entered  had  any  being  as 
Masonic  degrees  until  long  after  the  time  when  it  would  have  been 
dangerous  for  the  Chivalric  Templars,  if  any  remained,  to  reorganize 
the  Order  openly  under  its  old  name,  or.’ any  necessity  to  retain 
under  the  mask  of  Freemasonry  a  secret  Templar  organization ; 
but  I  have  always  looked  upon  and  believe  that  some  of  them  are 
but  a  continuation  of  or  derived  from  the  4  secret  societies ’  of  the 
Middle  Ages.  It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  those  4  high  degrees  ’  were  all 
invented  and  sprung  suddenly  into  existence  at  the  commencement 
of  the  last  century  without  some  feasible  foundation  of  long  stand¬ 
ing  to  warrant  their  introduction. 

“I  am  free  to  confess  it  is  not  easy  to  account  satisfactorily  for 
the  absence  of  all  records  to  show  any  connection  with  Freemasonry 
from  the  time  of  the  Reformation,  when  the  combined  Orders  of 
the  Temple  and  Hospital  disappeared,  and  were  not  again  heard  of 
until  the  Masonic  revival  in  the  last  century ;  but  it  must  be  borne 
in  mind  that  an  additional  motive  for  the  secrecy  which  surrounded 
all  Masonic  proceedings  at  that  period  arose  from  the  desire  to  avoid 
exciting  the  strong  prejudices  then  existing  against  all  bodies  that 
had  been  connected  with  the  monastic  institutions  of  the  Romish 
Church.  For  the  same  reason,  there  is  little  doubt,  the  name  En¬ 
campment  was  adopted  instead  of  Preceptory  or  Priory,  the  latter 
being  terms  that  would  not  have  been  acceptable  to  the  prejudices 
and  associations  of  the  times. 

44  It  had  been  my  intention  to  point  out  several  inconsistencies 
and  incorrect  usages  of  Modern  Templary,  but  I  have  already  tres¬ 
passed  too  long  upon  your  patience.  I  cannot,  however,  help 
noticing  in  particular  what  has  so  often  called  forth  the  sneers  of  the 
outside  world,  that  is,  the  grandiloquent  titles  and  ostentatious 
modes  of  address  and  phraseology  indulged  in,  with  a  craving  after 
greater  mystery  where  none  exists,  which  is  too  much  the  practice 
in  many  Masonic  Rites. 

44  The  ancient  Templars  were  called  the  4  Brothers  of  the  Temple,’ 
or  4  Freres  Chevaliers.’  The  addition,  Sir,  as  a  title  to  the  name,  we, 
as  Masons,  have  no  claim  or  right  to  it  whatever ;  and  although  the 
pretentious  compound  word  of  two  syllables,  4  Sir-Knight,’  is  now 
commonly  adopted,  it  seems  to  have  been  only  applied  occasionally 
in  former  times,  when  speaking  of,  not  to,  a  person.  In  Macoy’s 
American  edition  of  Addison's  Templar  History ,  he  has  intro¬ 
duced  it,  changing  Addison’s  text  by  substituting  4  Sir-Knight  ’  for 
4  Brother  ’  without  any  authority.” 

As  appendices  to  the  address  are  three  papers  written  by  the  Great 
Prior,  and  published  in  the  Canadian  Craftsman  on  44  The  Modern 
Order  of  Knights  Templar,”  44 The  Order  of  Malta,”  and  “The 
Degree  of  Knights  Templar  Priest,”  the  latter  being  a  degree  not 
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practiced  in  this  country.  Although  highly  interesting,  the  great 
length  of  the  first  two  papers  forbid  their  reproduction  here. 

The  proceedings  were  of  local  interest  only. 

The  report  of  the  Grand  Council  on  the  Address  approves  the 
views  of  the  Great  Prior.  The  following  extracts  possess  more  than 
a  local  interest : 

“  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United 
States  should  have  declined  to  accept  our  Great  Priory  as  its  peer, 
thus  assuming  an  unwarranted  and  pretentious  superiority  which,  on 
a  careful  and  dispassionate  inquiry  into  the  position  we  hold,  could 
not  be  justified  ;  for,  undoubtedly,  this  Great  Priory  is  as  free  and 
independent  a  body  as  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  choosing  to  hold  a  joint  parliament  with  other  Great  Priories 
called  the  Convent  General,  we  do  not,  in  the  remotest  degree,  sur¬ 
render  our  national  sovereignty  as  a  Great  Priory.  Hence,  the  posi¬ 
tion  assumed  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States  is  un¬ 
justifiable. 

“  We  trust,  however,  that  wiser  councils  will  prevail  at  the  next 
meeting  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and  more 
in  harmony  with  the  divine  teaching  of  ‘  Do  unto  others  as  you 
would  wish  them  to  do  unto  you.’ 

“Your  Grand  Council  would  especially  refer  to  that  portion  of 
the  Great  Prior’s  address  which  refers  to  our  candidates  being  re¬ 
quired  to  profess  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity,  and  would  beg  to  record 
as  its  opinion,  that  inasmuch  as  said  doctrine  does  not  form  part  of 
the  United  States  Templar  system,  that  no  Prater  hailing  from  that 
body  should  be  permitted  to  visit  our  Preceptories  without  being 
called  upon  solemnly  to  declare  his  belief  in  the  Holy  Trinity. 

“  Whilst  concurring  with  the  Great  Prior  in  respect  to  the  position 
held  by  Templars  who  have  been  expelled  from  Craft  Masonry,  viz., 
that  they  can  no  longer  be  considered  fit  members  of  the  Order  of 
the  Temple;  yet  your  Grand  Council  are  of  opinion  that,  inasmuch 
as  a  Knight  can  only  be  tried  by  his  peers,  the  evidence  upon  which 
his  expulsion  from  Craft  Masonry  was  based  should  be  brought 
before  a  Court  composed  of  his  peers,  and  should  there  be  adjudi¬ 
cated  upon  before  proclaiming  his  expulsion  from  the  Order.” 

The  ritual  heretofore  used  was  discontinued,  and  the  revised  ritual, 
as  approved  by  the  Convent  General,  with  alterations  made  under 
the  direction  of  the  Great  Prior,  adopted. 

Montreal  was  fixed  as  the  permanent  place  of  meeting,  and  the 
Friday  after  the  second  Wednesday  in  October  as  the  time. 

Sir  George  O.  Tyler,  of  Vermont,  was  elected  an  Honorary 
member. 

A  scholarly  and  dignified  report  on  correspondence  was  submitted 
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by  J  George  H.  F.  Dartnell,  Provincial  Prior.  It  is  a  review  of  forty- 
four  volumes  of  Proceedings,  in  which  Pennsylvania  for  1878  is 
mentioned  in  fourteen  lines.  Owing  to  the  space  we  have  already 
occupied  in  giving  lengthy  extracts  from  the. address  of  the  Great 
Prior,  we  must  pass  this  able  report  with  a  single  extract  from  the 
conclusion : 

*• 

“There  is  much  in  the  proceedings  of  our  Brother  Knights  from 
the  United  States  which  is  not  of  any  interest  to  us.  Particularly 
may  be  named  discussions  and  dissertations  as  to  Masonic  law  as 
applied  to  the  Templar  Order.  Now,  one  difference  between  us  is 
this,  that  whereas  we  but  use  ancient  and  capitular  Freemasonry  as 
the  avenues  or  portals  of  admission  to  the  Order,  and  have  a  Con¬ 
stitution  or  Statutes  framed  upon  the  ancient  rules  of  the  Order, 
modified  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  times,  our  brethren  south 
of  the  lakes  are  hampered  and  weighted  by  the  whole  body  of  Ma¬ 
sonic  law,  which  they  have  engrafted  upon  their  system.  In  their 
ritual  and  forms,  too,  there  is  an  attempt  to  assimilate  them  to 
Masonic  forms,  instead  of  conforming  to  history  and  tradition. 
The  tendency  is  natural,  because  few  have  the  learning  or  afforded 
the  research  which  has  resulted  in  the  framing  of  the  present  English 
system,  and  of  the  forms  and  ceremonies  pertinent  thereto. 

“  It  may  not  be  amiss  to  call  the  attention  of  our  brethren,  that 
assent  to  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity  is  now  required  from  all  visit¬ 
ing  brethren.” 

The  returns  are  incomplete.  They  show  21  Preceptories,  40 
Knighted,  and  587  members. 

Colonel  J  W.  J.  B.  Macleod  Moore,  G.  C.  T..  Laprairie,  Quebec, 
is  Great  Prior,  and  J  Daniel  Spry,  Toronto,  Grand  Chancellor. 


COLORADO,  1878. 

The  Third  Annual  Conclave  of  our  youngest  sister  was  held  at 
Denver,  September  20th,  R.  E.  Sir  Webster  D.  Anthony,  Grand 
Commander,  presiding.  Three  Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  couched  in  graceful  language,  and  gives 
evidence  that  the  Grand  Commander  has  been  an  active  officer.  The 
appointment  of  representatives  to  twenty-two  Grand  Comman¬ 
deries,  including  R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Egle  to  Pennsylvania,  is 
announced.  Preparations  for  a  grand  pilgrimage  to  Chicago  in  1880 
is  recommended. 

A  letter  was  received  for  Sir  T.  J.  Anderson,  the  Representative 
of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  announcing  his 
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inability  to  be  present  because  of  “a  hot  political  fight”  he  had 
on  his  hands  at  his  home  in  Topeka,  Kansas. 

The  fee  payable  to  the  Grand  Commandery  for  each  candidate 
knighted  was  increased  from  three  to  five  dollars,  and  the  annual 
dues  on  each  member  from  fifty  cents  to  one  dollar. 

The  credentials  of  sixteen  representatives  from  Grand  Comman- 
deries  accredited  to  Colorado  were  presented,  including  those  of 
Sir  Harper  M.  Orahood  from  Pennsylvania,  and  the  representa¬ 
tives  were  courteously  received. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  but  as  a  committee  was 
appointed  we  shall  expect  one  next  year. 

Commanderies,  3;  Knighted,  12;  members,  141. 

Sir  Irving  W.  Stanton,  Pueblo,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Ed. 
C.  Parmalee,  Georgetown,  Grand  Recorder. 

CONNECTICUT,  1878. 

The - Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  New  London,  March 

19th,  R.  E.  Sir  H.  Wales  Lines,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Ten 
Commanderies  represented,  and  seventeen  representatives  of  other 
grand  bodies,  Pennsylvania  not  among  the  number,  present. 

The  annual  address  is  an  admirable  statement  of  official  acts, 
among  which,  however,  we  find  too  many  dispensations  to  ballot  on 
petitions  at  special  Conclaves.  Three  very  correct  decisions  are  re¬ 
ported.  A  goodly  number  of  visitations  to  Subordinate  Comman¬ 
deries  were  made. 

The  following  has  the  ring  of  the  true  metal : 

“We  have  had  less  parade  and  display  than  usual — been  less  in 
the  eye  and  in  the  speech  of  the  public — but  quietly  and  unnoticed, 
except  by  those  who  have  participated,  have  dispensed  our  charity 
and  hospitality  as  usual. 

“  While  we  count  not  our  gains  in  increase  of  wealth  or  member¬ 
ship,  yet  as  we  have  *  fed  the  hungry,  clothed  the  naked,’  ‘  defended 
the  innocent,  the  destitute,  and  the  helpless,’  so  far  the  year  has 
been  crowned  with  prosperity  and  success.” 

The  old,  old  story  is  again  referred  to : 

“Your  attention  has  been  frequently  directed  to  a  lack  of  uni¬ 
formity  in  the  drill  and  ritual.” 

And  this  is  what  is  said  about  it : 
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“  The  matter  of  drill  is  intrusted  to  a  competent  committee,  who 
are  expected  to  report  a  system  which  shall  merit  your  approval.  In 
regard  to  ritual,  four  of  our  older  Commanderies  received  their  in¬ 
structions  from  as  many  different  teachers.  The  various  Eminent 
Commanders  have  taken  the  liberty  to  introduce  into  their  work 
new  features,  under  the  impression  that  they  added  to  the  beauty 
and  effect  of  the  ceremony.  The  result  is,  while  uniform  in  essen¬ 
tials,  in  details  there  are  considerable  variations.  The  difficulty  is 
increasing.  Innovations  are  constantly  creeping  in,  gaining  foot¬ 
hold.  This  tendency  to  change  should  be  corrected.  We  should 
ascertain  the  correct  standard,  adopt  and  strictly  adhere  to  it.  I 
commend  this  matter  to  your  attention.” 

Referring  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Cleve¬ 
land,  he  says  of  an  excellent  friend  of  ours : 

“  The  Grand  Master,  in  the  selection  of  his  staff,  was  pleased  to 
appoint  Sir  Charles  W.  Carter  as  his  Grand  Sword  Bearer.  We 
heartily  congratulate  our  eminent  Frater,  and  trust  this  will  be  suc¬ 
ceeded  by  higher  honors.” 

And  we  as  heartily  re-echo  the  trust. 

The  matter  of  uniformity  of  ritual  was  referred  to  a  committee  of 
one  from  each  Commandery.  A  form  for  petition  for  the  Orders  of 
Knighthood  was  adopted,  which  does  not  conform  to  the  Code,  in 
that  it  does  not  “state  the  Lodge  and  Chapter  in  which  the  peti¬ 
tioner  received  his  degrees.”  It  is  true  that  it  requires  “age,  occu¬ 
pation,  residence,  Lodge,  Chapter  ”  to  be  given,  but  that  relates  of 
course  to  the  present  age,  etc.,  and  a  petitioner  will  naturally  give 
his  present  Lodge  and  Chapter,  and  not  those  in  which  he  received 
his  degrees. 

Garfield’s  system  of  Tactics  was  adopted. 

The  pamphlet  contains  lists  of  officers  and  members  of  the  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Commanderies,  and  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  of  the 
Grand  Commandery. 

The  report  on  Correspondence  is  submitted  by  Sir  John  W. 
Steadman  as  Grand  Recorder,  and  embraces  the  proceedings  of 
twenty-six  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  for  1877  being  among  the 
number.  There  is  entirely  too  little  pen-work  about  it  for  the 
amount  of  scissors  and  paste-pot  it  contains.  Sir  Steadman  exhibits 
fine  taste  and  judgment  in  his  selections,  but  we  would  like  to  have 
a  little  more  of  the  originality  which  we  know  he  possesses. 

Commanderies,  10;  Knighted,  33;  members,  1306. 
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Sir  Frederick  H.  Parmalee,  of  New  London,  Grand  Comman¬ 
der,  and  Sir  John  W.  Steadman,  of  Norwich,  Grand  Recorder. 

ENGLAND  AND  WALES,  1878. 

The  “National  Great  Priory  of  the  United  Religious  and  Mili¬ 
tary  Orders  of  the  Temple  and  of  St.  John  of  Jerusalem,  Palestine, 
Rhodes,  and  Malta,  in  England  and  Wales  and  the  Dependencies 
thereof,”  met  at  the  City  Terminus  Hotel,  London,  May  10th,  the 
Very  High  and  Eminent  Great  Prior,  Lord  Skelmersdale,  G.C.  T., 
on  the  Throne. 

There  were  present  the  Very  Eminent  Sub  Prior,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Shadwell  H.  Clerke,  eleven  Provincial  Priors,  six  National 
Great  officers,  nine  officers,  twenty-one  Past  Grand  officers,  and  rep¬ 
resentatives  from  fifty-seven  Preceptories  located  in  twenty-five 
provinces. 

The  Report  of  the  Council  was  read  by  the  Grand  Chancellor. 
It  is  devoted  solely  to  business.  Fourteen  Preceptories  are  reported 
delinquent  for  not  forwarding  their  annual  returns  and  dues  for 
1877,  and  eighteen  are  under  suspension  for  the  same  delinquency 
for  periods  ranging  from  two  to  nine  years.  The  Great  Priory  sus¬ 
tained  a  heavy  loss  by  the  stoppage  of  the  bankers  with  whom  its 
account  had  been  kept  for  many  years,  the  balance  at  the  time 
being  ^576  8^.  6d.  and  nearly  the  whole  of  the  available  funds  of 
the  body. 

The  Almoner  collected  the  alms,  amounting  to  ^4  5.?.  2 d. 

After  closing  the  Great  Priory,  a  Priory  of  the  Order  of  Malta 
was  opened. 

The  Great  Prior  assumed  the  Throne,  when  six  members  of  the 
Order  of  the  Temple  received  the  Mediterranean  Pass,  and  were 
admitted  into  the  Order  of  Malta. 

A  banquet  followed,  at  which  the  Great  Prior  presided. 

The  muster-roll  of  officers  for  1878,  and  a  roll  of  the  Preceptories, 
which  number  122,  are  published  with  the  proceedings. 

The  Great  Priory  again  met  at  the  same  place,  December  13th,  the 
Very  Eminent  Sub  Prior,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Shadwell  H.  Clerke, 
presiding  in  the  absence  of  Lord  Skelmersdale.  There  were  present 
the  usual  Provincial  Priors,  National  Great  officers,  and  officers. 
Forty-nine  Preceptories  located  in  twenty-one  Provinces  were  rep¬ 
resented. 
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Letters  of  regret  were  received  from  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
Prince  Leopold,  and  Lord  Skelmersdale. 

The  Report  of  the  Council  announces  the  decease  of  Sir  Freder¬ 
ick  Martin  Williams,  Bart.,  M.P.,  Provincial  Prior  of  Cornwall, 
and  Sir  Knight  Arthur  Macdonald  Ritchie,  lately  Provincial  Prior 
of  Madras.  Warrants  for  three  new  Preceptories  were  issued,  to  be 
holden  in  London,  Bengal,  and  New  Zealand,  respectively.  The 
loss  sustained  by  the  stoppage  of  the  bankers  of  the  Great  Priory 
was  not  as  great  as  was  at  first  anticipated.  The  sum  of  ^119  iox. 
n d.  deposited  in  checks  and  not  cleared  at  the  time  of  the  stoppage, 
was  returned  to  the  Treasurer,  and  on  the  balance  a  composition  of 
9^-.  in  the  pound  had  been  paid. 

The  fee  for  dispensations  was  increased  to  one  guinea,  except  for 
obligations  of  Serving  Brethren,  which  shall  be  five  shillings.  The 
price  of  the  Calendars  and  Reports  was  fixed  at  2 s.  for  the  year. 

The  sum  of  ^50  was  voted  from  the  Benevolent  Fund  in  favor  of 
the  two  orphan  daughters  of  the  late  Sir  Knight  W.  H.  Wright,  K. 
C.  T.  of  the  Province  of  Lancashire. 

The  alms  collected  amounted  to  ^3  ioj.  4 d. 

The  Great  Priory  was  closed,  after  which  a  Priory  of  the  Order 
of  Malta  was  opened,  when  nineteen  members  of  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  received  the  Mediterranean  Pass,  and  were  admitted  into 
the  Order  of  Malta,  the  ceremony  being  performed  by  the  Great 
Sub  Prior. 

The  address  of  the  Great  Priory  is  William  Tinckler,  Great 
Vice  Chancellor,  No.  22  Chancery  Lane,  London. 


GEORGIA,  1878. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Savannah,  May 
15th,  R.  E.  Sir  William  Johnston  Pollard,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Representatives  from  eight  Commanderies  and  fourteen 
Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  not  included,  present. 

Courteous  and  knightly  greetings  were  wired  to  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Alabama,  then  in  session  at  Eufala. 

Prior  to  the  assembling  of  the  Grand  Commandery  services  were 
had  at  the  Baptist  church,  when  the  Liturgy  of  the  Order  was  re¬ 
cited,  followed  by  an  address  by  P.  G.  C.  Sir  Thomas  J.  Harde¬ 
man,  Jr. 

The  annual  address  is  a  very  comprehensive  paper,  and  fills  twelve 
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closely  printed  pages.  It  is  all  that  could  be  asked  for  as  regards 
the  high  moral  tone  of  its  admonitions  and  the  excellent  manner 
in  which  the  administration  of  the  office  is  rehearsed.  We  have 
seldom  read  anything  which  pleased  us  better.  But  one  decision 
was  made.  A  protest  was  presented  against  St.  Omer  Commandery 
conferring  the  orders  upon  a  Companion  who  had  been  balloted  for 
and  elected.  Several  years  before  the  applicant  had  been  rejected 
in  the  same  Commandery,  and  the  petition  in  this  instance  failed  to 
set  forth  that  fact.  Another  point  in  the  protest  was  that  the  peti¬ 
tion  had  not  been  referred  to  a  committee.  On  both  points  the 
Grand  Commander  decided  that  the  action  of  the  Commandery 
was  null  and  void,  and  directed  that  new  proceedings  be  had  in  con¬ 
formity  to  the  Grand  Statutes. 

He  announces  in  kindly  terms  the  death  of  Sir  John  Robinson 
Cain,  Grand  Junior  Warden  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  Sir 
Orrin  Welch,  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Encampment. 

The  record  of  official  visitations  is  ample  and  satisfactory,  every 
Commandery  in  the  jurisdiction  but  one  having  been  visited,  the 
failure  to  visit  that  one  not  being  the  Grand  Commander’s.  The 
address  bears  evidence  that  Georgia  has  a  “  live”  Grand  Comman¬ 
der,  who  knows  his  duty  and  does  it. 

As  the  official  representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  the  Grand 
Commander  extended  the  courteous  greeting  of  his  chief. 

A  dress  parade  was  held  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  Order  of  the 
Temple  conferred  in  the  evening,  both  being  highly  satisfactory. 

Amendments  to  the  Statutes  were  adopted,  assessing  two  dollars 
lor  every  candidate  receiving  the  Order  of  the  Temple  during  the 
year,  and  two  dollars  for  every  Knight  Templar  who  is  a  member 
of  a  Commandery  at  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year,  and  withholding 
the  expenses  of  delegates  until  the  arrearages  of  their  Comman- 
deries  are  liquidated. 

At  the  next  Annual  Conclave  a  prize,  not  to  exceed  twenty-five 
dollars  in  cash,  is  to  be  given  to  the  best-drilled  Commandery. 

After  the  close  of  the  Conclave  there  was  an  excursion  down  the 
Savannah  River  to  Tybee  Island,  under  the  charge  of  Palestine 
Commandery,  No.  7. 

There  is  no  report  on  correspondence,  but  the  Grand  Recorder 
acknowledges  the  receipt  of  the  Proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies, 
including  Pennsylvania,  for  1877. 

Commanderies,  8;  Knighted,  27;  members,  310. 
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Sir  William  J.  Pollard,  Augusta,  was  re-elected  Grand  Comman¬ 
der,  and  Sir  Charles  R.  Armstrong,  Macon,  Grand  Recorder. 
Sir  Armstrong  has  filled  that  position  ever  since  the  organization  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  in  i860. 

ILLINOIS,  1877. 

The  Twenty-first  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Chicago,  October 
23d,  R.  E.  Sir  Philander  W.  Barclay  presiding.  All  the  Com- 
manderies  on  the  rolls,  forty-eight,  were  represented.  Representa¬ 
tives  from  twenty-one  Grand  Commanderies,  including  Sir  Eugene 
B.  Myers,  from  Pennsylvania,  were  present.  Grand  Master  Hurl- 
rut  was  received  with  appropriate  honors.  His  reply  to  the  ad¬ 
dress  of  welcome  is  like  everything  that  comes  from  him,  neat  and 
graceful,  although  we  think  the  following  passage  is  more  inflated 
than  is  usual  with  him  : 

“Illinois  is  among  the  first  in  Knightly  strength  and  influence, 
and  has  especial  reason  to  be  proud  of  the  recognition  she  has  re¬ 
ceived  in  our  National  Grand  Body.  Our  grandest  opportunity  is 
to  come.  This  city,  without  a  dissenting  voice,  was  chosen  as  the 
place  of  meeting  for  the  next  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand 
Encampment ;  and  that  occasion  can  be  made — -nay,  it  shall  be 
made — the  grandest  chapter  in  the  history  of  Knights  Templarism 
in  America.  The  Fraters  of  Chicago  will  do  their  part ;  but  they 
will  need,  and  will  have,  the  eager  co-operation  of  all  the  Fraters  in 
the  State  and  throughout  this  great  Northwestern  Empire  to  make 
that  the  ever-memorable  occasion  in  the  annals  of  our  Order.  ” 

The  annual  address  is  a  most  excellent  paper,  from  which  we 
would  like  to  quote,  but  as  we  have  Illinois  to  review  for  two  years 
we  must  confine  ourselves  to  matters  of  general  importance  only. 

The  following  decision  was  made  : 

“  A  Companion  having  been  elected  to  receive  the  Orders  fails  to 
present  himself  within  the  time  required  by  the  By-Laws  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery,  and  his  election  is  thereby  forfeited. 

“Does  the  Commandery  retain  jurisdiction  as  in  case  of  rejec¬ 
tion  ? 

“  Upon  investigation  I  failed  to  find  any  provision  of  our  statutes 
or  decisions  of  our  supreme  authorities  specifically  covering  the 
question. 

“I  decided  that,  as  in  the  case  of  rejection,  jurisdiction  once  at¬ 
tained  cannot  be  divested  except  by  consent.” 

We  are  sorry  to  say  that  this  is  in  harmony  with  the  Code,  Supp., 
Title  Jurisdiction,  II,  2.  In  regard  to  the  reason  of  the  thing  we 
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have  under  New  York  copied  approvingly  the  remarks  of  Sir 
Simons. 

A  special  committee  made  a  detailed  report  on  Equipments  that 
double  discounts  the  Edict  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  It  is  the 
most  complete  specimen  of  the  “man  millinery”  we  have  seen  for 
a  long  time.  In  very  many  particulars  it  utterly  disregards  the 
Edict  of  1862.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Ju¬ 
risprudence. 

The  following  resolution,  similar  to  one  rejected  at  our  last  Annual 
Conclave,  was  adopted  ; 

“ Resolved ,  That  the  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence  be 
requested  to  define  the  sovereign  powers  of  this  Grand  Comman- 
dery, -under  the  statutes  and  regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  report  at  the  next  Annual 
Conclave.” 

Nothing  came  of  it. 

A  Code  of  By-Laws  for  the  government  of  Subordinate  Com- 
manderies  was  adopted,  to  go  into  force  on  the  first  day  of  Decem¬ 
ber.  Although  Pennsylvania  has  such  a  system  we  are  unalterably 
opposed  to  it  as  an  invasion  of  the  inherent  rights  of  the  Subordi¬ 
nates.  We  need  not  refer  to  the  definition  of  the  word  “  By-Laws,” 
for  every  person  knows  that  it  includes  local  rules  only.  We  don’t 
adopt  the  theory  that  Grand  Commanderies  are  the  creatures  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  Subordinate  Commanderies  the  creatures  of 
Grand  Commanderies.  The  theory  should  be  reversed,  for,  as  every 
o.ne  knows,  there  were  what  are  now  known  as  Subordinate  Com¬ 
manderies  first ,  that  they  created  Grand  Commanderies,  and  Grand 
Commanderies  created  the  Grand  Encampment.  The  powers 
vested  in  the  Grand  Bodies  are  general  only,  and  were  never  in¬ 
tended  to  include  the  purely  local  and  personal  government  of  the 
Subordinates  or  powers  not  expressly  granted  to  the  Grand  Bodies. 
We  maintain  that  every  Commandery  has  an  inherent  right  to  frame  its 
own  By-Laws  in  such  language  and  terms  as  it  sees  proper  to  em¬ 
ploy,  and  that  the  only  limitation  upon  that  right  is  that  such  By- 
Laws  shall  not  conflict  with  the  organic  and  the  statute  laws  of  the 
Grand  Bodies.  Space  forbids  any  elaboration  of  our  views  on  this 
subject,  and  we  have  said  this  much  now  by  way  of  a  courteous  ad¬ 
monition  to  the  ruling  powers  that  the  reins  of  government  may  not 
be  strong  enough  to  stand  the  strain  of  the  tightening  process,  and 
that  after  awhile  the  fifty  thousand  educated  and  intelligent  Sir 
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Knights  of  the  Order  may  no  longer  submit  to  an  arbitrary  govern¬ 
ment  in  which  the  masses  have  no  voice,  or  suffer  themselves  to  be 
treated  as  machines. 

The  following  very  proper  resolution  was  not  agreed  to  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  wearing  emblems  other  than 
those  appertaining  to  the  Orders  of  Templar  Knighthood,  in  the 
Asylum  or  upon  public  occasions,  is  unauthorized  by  our  regulations, 
and  is  hereby  prohibited  in  this  Grand  Jurisdiction.” 

A  committee  appointed  at  the  former  Conclave  on  the  subject 
of  the  consolidation  of  weak  Commanderies  reported  that  they 
were  unable  to  devise  a  plan  by  which  the  object  could  be  carried 
out.  “  The  subject  bristles  with  difficulties  as  we  proceed.”  They 
recommend  no  action,  except  such  as  shall  be  based  upon  the  unani¬ 
mous  consent  of  the  members  of  each  Subordinate.  The  Commit¬ 
tee  could  not  properly  have  reported  otherwise. 

The  Finance  Committee  among  other  things  reported  as  follows : 

“  Your  Committee  also  recommend  that  members  of  regular  Com¬ 
mittees  in  attendance  at  this  Grand  Commandery,  not  paid  as  Rep¬ 
resentatives  or  Grand  Officers,  be  allowed  the  same  mileage  and  per 
diem  as  in  the  case  of  Representatives.” 

Which  we  think  is  a  very  proper  thing  to  do  as  long  as  the  per 
diem  and  mileage  system  is  maintained.  It  is  as  much  the  duty  of 
the  members  of  committees  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the  Grand 
Commandery  as  it  is  of  the  Grand  Officers,  and  we  are  unable  to  see 
why  there  should  be  any  distinction  made  between  them  in  the 
matter  of  pay. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  reported  a  Trial  Code  for  Sub¬ 
ordinates,  which  was  laid  over  for  a  year. 

The  officers  were  installed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  submitted  a  report  recommend¬ 
ing  the  adoption  of  the  Templar  overcoat,  reported  by  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Equipments. 

Sir  Theodore  T.  Gurney  presents  an  able  Report  on  Correspon¬ 
dence  in  sixty-nine  pages,  reviewing  in  a  positive  yet  courteous 
manner  the  proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  for 
two  years.  We  have  a  large  number  of  passages  marked,  but  our 
report  is  already  so  long  that  our  space  is  limited,  and  we  must 
content  ourselves  with  one  or  two  selections. 
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Under  Kansas  he  pertinently  says  : 

“When  there  are  no  distinguished  Sir  Knights  that  are  looking 
for  the  exalted  position  of  Grand  Master  we  may  possibly  get  a  Rit¬ 
ual  from  that  elevated  body,  and  not  before.  It  looks  to  us,  that 
an  organization  that  has  not  the  power  or  will  to  enforce  its  edicts, 
or  courage  to  adopt  a  Ritual,  is  an  unnecessary  appendage  to  Tem¬ 
plar  Masonry.  We  wait  anxiously  for  results  from  the  present  ad¬ 
ministration.  If  nothing  comes  of  it,  good-by  to  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment.  So  say  all  of  us.” 

Under  Pennsylvania  he  says  that  the  address  of  Grand  Comman¬ 
der  Kingston,  “  like  his  physical  proportions,  is  full  and  complete.” 
He  falls  into  error,  however,  in  saying  that  we  adopted  Welch’s 
tactics. 

The  committee  reported  in  favor  of  that  system  with  some  amend¬ 
ments,  but  the  whole  matter  was  referred  to  the  Grand  Officers  to 
prepare  a  system  of  tactics  on  the  basis  of  the  report,  which  was 
done. 

In  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  1877,  he  does  not  agree  with 
Grand  Commander  Kauffman  in  his  decision  that  an  unaffiliated 
Knight  Templar  is  not  entitled  to  the  honors  of  a  Knightly  burial, 
nor  to  a  Knightly  escort  at  his  burial  by  his  Lodge.  He  says  : 

“Our  impression  is,  that  the  ‘strict  interpretation’  of  which  Sir 
Kauffman  speaks  is  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  We  go 
further  than  this.  Our  view  is,  that  an  unaffiliated  Knight  can  be 
buried  with  the  honors  of  Knighthood,  provided  that  local  law  does 
not  interpose  an  objection.  A  Grand  Commandery  can  prohibit 
its  Subordinates  from  granting  any  such  consideration  ;  but  in  the 
absence  of  such  law,  the  statute  which  is  quoted  leaves  the  matter 
to  the  discretion  of  Commanderies,  by  simply  saying  that  the  un¬ 
affiliated  are  not  entitled  to  such  courtesies.” 

We  maintain  the  correctness  of  Grand  Commander  Kauffman’s 
decision.  There  is  no  discretion  as  Sir  Gurney  contends  for.  It 
is  a  law  speaking  in  the  negative,  “  not  entitled,”  and  does  not 
admit  of  an  affirmative  construction,  which  governs  the  subject. 
Section  VII,  of  the  Code,  relates  to  burial,  and  the  first  and  second 
paragraphs  legislate  in  regard  to  burial  by  the  Commandery ,  and 
clearly  provide  that  none  but  affiliated  Knights  are  entitled  to  the 
honors  of  such  burial.  The  third  paragraph  provides  for  a  Knight¬ 
ly  escort  when  the  burial  is  conducted  by  the  Lodge.  Evidently 
the  intent  is  that  an  unaffiliated  Knight  shall  not  at  his  burial  be  en- 
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titled  to  Knightly  honors,  and  it  would  result  in  a  great  inconsis¬ 
tency  to  say  that  while  he  is  not  entitled  to  Knightly  burial ,  he  may 

receive  the  honors  of  a  Knightly  escort  when  requested  by  his  Lodge. 

\ 

He  concludes  his  review  as  follows : 

u  The  Committee  on  Jurisprudence  decided  1  that  a  Frater,  to  be 
the  representative  of  a  foreign  Grand  Commandery,  near  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  must  possess  the  qualifications  of 
membership  in  the  Grand  Commandery,  according  to  its  regula¬ 
tions.’  Quite  proper. 

“  We  wish  to  congratulate  Sir  Meyer  on  the  beautiful  appearance 
of' his  record  ;  and  to  thank  the  Grand  Commandery  for  those  beau¬ 
tiful  portraits  of  Sirs  Hopkins,  Kauffman  and  Kingston. 

“  The  Report  on  Correspondence,  by  Sir  Church,  is  like  the  one 
of  last  year,  able,  fraternal,  and  courteous.  He  gives  us  kindly  no¬ 
tice  Thank  you,  sincerely.” 

You  are  heartily  welcome. 

Commanderies,  49  ;  Knighted,  325  ;  members,  3865. 

Sir  John  Fiske  Nash,  Ottawa,  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Gilbert 
W.  Barnard,  Chicago,  Grand  Recorder. 


ILLINOIS,  1878. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Chicago,  Oc¬ 
tober  2 2d,  R.  E.  Sir  John  Fiske  Nash,  Grand  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing.  Forty-nine  Commanderies,  all  on  the  rolls,  represented,  and 
twenty-one  Representatives  from  Grand  Commanderies  present. 
Sir  Eugene  B.  Myers  as  usual  ably  representing  this  jurisdiction. 

The  Grand  Master  again  visited  the  Grand  Commandery,  and  was 
received  and  welcomed  with  the  honors  due  to  his  high  station. 

The  annual  address  is  quite  lengthy,  but  is  a  very  strong  paper. 
The  Right  Eminent  reports  that 

“The  past  year  has  been  one  of  reasonable  prosperity.  Peace 
and  harmony  prevail  throughout  our  jurisdiction,  and  so  far  as  I 
know  no  cases  of  appeals  or  grievances  will  come  before  you  for 
adjudication  or  review.” 

The  death  of  several  Sir  Knights  is  announced  in  warm  and  feel¬ 
ing  words.  The  decease  of  Sir  Orrin  Welch  was  the  subject  of  a 
letter  of  condolence  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  York.  A 
number  of  dispensations  were  granted,  among  others  suspending  in 
the  case  of  Apollo  Commandery  a  section  of  the  new  Code  of  By- 
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Laws.  The  Code  began  to  pinch  very  soon.  Dispensations  for  two 
new  Commanderies  were  granted.  He  reports  that  the  action  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  in  reducing  the  dues  of  the  Subordinates 
from  one  dollar  to  fifty  cents  has  resulted  in  an  empty  treasury. 

The  adoption  of  the  Code  of  By-Laws  raised  something  of  a 
breeze.  After  its  promulgation,  the  Grand  Commander  received 
several  inquiries  as  to  whether  it  was  obligatory  upon  the  Comman¬ 
deries,  to  which  he  replied  in  the  affirmative.  This  produced  a  very 
sturdy  communication  from  the  Recorder  of  Beauseant  Comman¬ 
dery,  No.  11,  of  Quincy,  containing  a  resolution  of  the  Comman¬ 
dery,  in  which  it  is  said, 

“ —  it  must,  consistent  with  its  own  dignity,  decline  to  accept 
the  Code  as  presented  as  the  Code  of  By-Laws  governing  our  Com¬ 
mandery,  considering  the  same  in  principle  a  usurpation  of  the 
rights  of  Subordinate  Commanderies,  which  is  guaranteed  by  their 
charter  and  the  customs  of  the  Order.” 

This  was  followed  by  the  “thumb-screw”  policy,  the  Grand 
Commander  issuing  a  general  order  commanding  each  and  every 
Subordinate  to  adopt  the  Code  and  to  report  to  headquarters  the 
manner  in  which  they  execute  this  order.  The  Grand  Commander 
then  occupies  three  pages  of  his  address  in  discussing  the  power  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  to  adopt  a  Code  of  By-Laws,  and  in  parrying 
an  objection  that  such  a  Code  is  an  addition  to  the  Statutes  and 
Regulations,  and  could  not  be  acted  on  at  the  same  Conclave  at 
which  it  was  offered.  The  argument  on  both  points  is  unsatisfac¬ 
tory,  and  we  regret  that  we  cannot  afford  the  space  to  review  it. 
The  majority  of  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers  con¬ 
curred  in  the  Grand  Commander’s  views,  whilst  the  minority,  Sir 
Edward  S.  Mulliner,  presented  a  very  able  and  unanswerable  argu¬ 
ment  against  both  propositions.  We  quote  his  conclusion  on  the 
power  of  the  Grand  Commandery  to  adopt  the  Code  : 

“It  is  apparent  then  that  even  the  assumption  by  any  Grand 
Body  of  its  right  to  impose  By-Laws  is,  in  effect,  a  startling  innova¬ 
tion  upon  the  universally  conceded  rights  of  such  Subordinates — 
rights  which  are  natural  and  inherent — rights  established  from  time 
immemorial  by  custom  and  analogy,  if  not  by  statute.  But  when 
the  Grand  Body,  under  such  assumption,  actually  adopts  and  im¬ 
poses  By-Laws,  this  act  becomes  the  severest  reflection  upon  the  wis¬ 
dom,  intelligence,  and  competency  of  its  Subordinates,  alike  mor¬ 
tifying  to  it  and  them.” 
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From  the  conclusion  of  the  report  we  take  the  following  : 

“  We  are  firmly  convinced  that  a  magnanimous  exhibition  of  jus¬ 
tice  and  consideration  on  the  part  of  those  who  reign  begets  loyalty 
and  love  on  the  part  of  those  who  serve,  and  we  are  further  con¬ 
vinced  that  the  peculiar  dignity  which  attaches  to  Christian  Knight¬ 
hood,  and  which  as  Sir  Knights  we  delighfto  accord  to  it,  will  be 
better  preserved  by  respecting  those  broad  principles  of  fraternity 
which  underlie  the  structure,  and  which  will  finally  assert  their  con¬ 
trolling  power  over  men,  rather  than  by  assuming  the  role  of  the 
despot  and  imperiously  exercising  the  absolute  power  which  may 
possibly  be  maintained.” 

These  are  words  of  wisdom  fitly  spoken. 

The  subject  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Jurispru¬ 
dence.  At  a  subsequent  stage  of  the  proceedings  the  Committee, 
being  unable  to  harmonize  their  opinions,  reported  the  matter  back 
“  without  expressing  any  opinions  and  without  recommendation.” 
And  the  matter  was  laid  over  until  the  next  Conclave. 

The  Grand  Commander  asked  for  the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  on  the  questions,  1st.  “  Is  an  objection  to  the  advancement  of  a 
Red  Cross  Knight  absolute?”  which  was  answered,  “  Yes ;  until  re¬ 
moved  /”  2d,  “  Has  the  Commander  or  Commandery  any  discre¬ 
tion  in  the  matter,  or  must  the  objection  be  final  and  conclusive?” 
which  was  answered,  “  Neither  the  Commander  nor  Commandery 
has  any  discretion  in  the  matter,  unless  the  cause  of  objection  is  di¬ 
vulged  to  them  for  their  consideration  and  action.”  The  Right 
Eminent  accepts  the  decision  as  binding,  but  in  an  excellent  and 
satisfactory  argument  demonstrates  his  conviction  that  it  is  not 
founded  in  reason.  We  heartily  concur  in  his  conclusion,  but  are 
half  provoked  at  him  for  a  concession  he  makes.  The  decision  is 
supposed  to  be  based  on  Section  29  of  the  Code:  “A  member 
of  a  Commandery  in  good  standing  may  object  to  the  conferring  of 
the  Orders  upon  an  elected  candidate .  ”  The  Grand  Commander 
says : 

“  A  literal  construction  of  the  law  will,  it  is  conceded,  support 
the  opinion  of  the  Grand  Master;  a  liberal  construction  might 
possibly  raise  some  doubts.” 

Our  opinion  is  that  both  the  literal  and  liberal  construction  is 
squarely  against  the  decision.  The  Masonic  qualification  for  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  is  that  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  when 
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the  petition  of  such  a  one  is  approved  he  becomes  an  “  elected 
candidate  ;”  but  when  the  first  Order  is  conferred  upon  him  he  be¬ 
comes  a  Knight  of  the  Order  of  the  Red  Cross,  and  can  no  longer 
be  regarded  as  an  “elected  candidate”  merely,  liable  to  pay  dues, 
subject  to  Knightly  discipline,  and  entitled  to  be  present  at  all  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Commandery  when  opened  as  a  Red  Cross  Council.  We 
see  nothing  in  the  Code  which  alters  the  Blue  Lodge  rule  of  a 
unanimous  vote  to  enter,  a  majority  to  advance.  If  the  Code  read, 
“may  object  to  the  conferring  of  either  of  the  Orders,”  the  deci¬ 
sion  would  be  correct,  but  as  the  italicized  words  are  not  there,  we 
maintain  that  their  absence  cannot  give  the  same  interpretation  to 
the  law  that  their  presence  does.  This  we  think  is  a  fair  test  of  the 
accuracy  of  the  decision,  and  is  fatal  to  it. 

The  Grand  Commander  calls  attention  to  the  anomalous  situation 
of  a  Red  Cross  Knight  under  such  an  objection.  The  Grand  Mas¬ 
ter  says  the  objection  is  absolute  until  removed ,  but  the  Code  says 
that  an  objection  is  equivalent  to  the  rejection  of  the  candidate  by 
ballot,  and  that  in  such  case  a  new  petition  may  be  presented.  The 
situation  of  such  a  Sir  Knight  would  be  lamentable  indeed.  We 
trust  the  Grand  Master  will  reconsider  his  decision.  It  does  no 
credit  either  to  his  head  or  his  heart. 

The  Committee  on  Revision  of  the  Statutes  and  Regulations,  and 
Ritual  for  Installation,  made  report  at  length,  which  lies  over  for  a 
year. 

The  report  of  the  Finance  Committee,  which  was  approved,  rec¬ 
ommended  that  the  mileage  be  reduced  to  seven  cents  a  mile,  and 
that  the  per  diem  be  placed  at  two  dollars  for  one  day  only;  that 
twenty-five  cents  be  levied  on  each  member  of  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  to  pay  the  deficiency,  and  that  twenty-five  cents  ad¬ 
ditional  to  the  annual  assessment  of  fifty  cents  be  paid  with  the  re¬ 
turns  of  1879. 

Two  Commanderies  under  dispensation  were  chartered,  Tan- 
cred,  No.  50,  at  Belleville,  and  Constantine,  No.  51,  at  Lincoln. 
It  was  resolved  that  Apollo  Commandery  can  continue  under  its 
organization  “without  conflicting  particularly ”  with  the  Code  of 
By-Laws.  That  word  “  particularly”  evinces  a  lack  of  courage.  If 
there  is  any  conflict  at  all  it  should  be  removed,  either  by  compel¬ 
ling  Apollo  to  conform,  or  by  setting  forth  the  Code  as  a  model  for 
the  voluntary  adoption  of  the  Commanderies,  which  is  by  far  the 
wisest  and  most  practical  thing  to  do. 
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The  following  resolution  was  not  adopted  : 

“  That  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  be  permitted  to  use  the 
Grand  Commandery  Installation  ceremonydf  they  see  proper.” 

Again  we  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  the  address  and  pro¬ 
ceedings  that  but  little  remains  for  Sir  Gurney’s  admirable  Report 
on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  thirty  Grand 
Bodies,  California  and  Nebraska  for  two  years.  We  found  it  such 
pleasant  reading  that  we  have  read  it  thoroughly.  He  never  lets  a 
question  pass  him  without  stamping  his  opinion  on  it,  and  as  he 
always  reasons  well,  we  have  greatly  profited  by  our  reading.  Of 
course  we  don’t  always  agree  with  him,  but  we  do  so  so  frequently  that 
we  can  truly  say  that  he  is  a  man  after  our  own  heart. 

Under  Indiana  he  gives  Sir  Cruft  this  neat  hit  on  the  color  sub¬ 
ject  : 

“  There  is  but  one  avenue  to  a  Lodge,  Chapter  or  Commandery ; 
and  because  some  men  are  fortunate  in  being  born  black,  this  fact 
alone  should  not  entitle  them  to  immunities  that  are  withheld  from 
white  men.  It  has  probably  escaped  the  attention  of  Sir  Knight 
Cruft  that  all  men  are  now  1  equal  before  the  law.  ’  ’  ’ 

The  following  is  in  harmony  with  our  views  elsewhere  expressed  : 

“Jurisdiction  is  fundamental ;  and  as  we  understand  it,  the  juris¬ 
diction  of  a  Grand  Commandery  over  the  material  within  its  boun¬ 
daries  is  absolute,  and  which  a  Subordinate  cannot  dispose  of  to  the 
Subordinate  of  another  Grand  Body,  without  the  assent  of  its  Su¬ 
preme  Authorities.” 

And  so  is  this  in  relation  to  a  question  we  have  discussed  under 
Maryland  : 

“After  the  surrender  of  the  Charter,  and  its  acceptance  by  the 
Grand  Commandery,  these  thirteen  Knights  could  have  applied  for 
dispensation  to  institute  a  new  Body  ;  but  if  the  Charter  was  restored 
it  must  include  the  entire  membership  at  the  date  of  its  surrender, 
if  in  good  standing,  and  at  the  same  time  recognize  the  official  rela¬ 
tions  of  its  officers,  who  were  placed  in  charge  of  the  Comman¬ 
dery  ‘until  their  successors  were  elected  and  installed.’  ” 

Pennsylvania  for  1878  is  courteously  noticed,  although  Sir  Gur¬ 
ney  is  disposed  to  be  somewhat  critical  in  regard  to  Grand  Comman¬ 
der  Egle’s  quotation  from  the  Edict  of  1862  relating  to  uniform. 
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He  attempts  to  show  that  the  Edict  is  difficult  of  comprehension. 
He  says,  “  Turn  to  the  chapeau.  Its  length  or  height  is  not  provided 
for,  neither  the  color  or  kind  of  material  of  which  it  is  to  be  con¬ 
structed.”  The  Edict  says,  “The  military  chapeau,”  and  that  is 
reasonably  definite  for  any  one  who  wishes  to  be  right.  Sir  Gurney’s 
criticism  will  apply  with  equal  force  to  the  chapeau  described  in  the 
proposed  elaborate  Code  of  Illinois,  except  as  to  height.  From 
that  Code  we  learn  that  the  coat  is  “to  extend  from  two-thirds  to 
three-fourths,”  the  line  of  buttons  to  curve,  “making  a  distance  of 
about  seven  inches,”  the  collar  “  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  one 
and  one-half  inches  in  height,”  the  trowsers  to  be  cut  “medium 
size  in  leg,”  etc.  If  the  Code  must  be  adopted,  get  all  these  things 
down  to  a  cast-iron  certainty. 

This  is  a  most  courteous  remark : 

“  Our  attention  was  not  called  to  the  equipments  of  Pennsylvania 
Knights  at  Cleveland.  Their  bearing  was  of  that  exceptional  ele¬ 
gance  that  the  particular  pattern  of  coats,  chapeaux,  buckles,  clasps, 
and  crosses,  were  not  considered  or  thought  of.” 

Thank  you,  Sir  Gurney. 

And  so  is  this  one : 

“We  regret,  with  the  Grand  Commander,  the  resignation  of  Sir 
Knight  Church  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence.  Too 
much  cannot  be  said  of  him  as  a  courteous,  dignified,  and  scholarly 
Mason.” 

He  pronounces  the  Report  on  Correspondence  a  good  one,  and 
says  “  it  would  have  pleased  thousands  of  Templars  to  have  had  Sir 
Meyer  continued  as  correspondent.”  Illinois  was  omitted  from 
the  report,  and  Sir  Gurney  “went  ”  for  his  Grand  Recorder,  who 
insisted  that  the  Proceedings  were  duly  forwarded.  We  do  not 
know  how  that  may  be,  but  as  Illinois  had  not  made  its  appearance 
on  our  table,  we  wrote  directly  to  Sir  Barnard  on  the  28th  of  April, 
and  received  from  him,  May  1st,  the  Proceedings  for  both  years. 

The  conclusion  of  this  able  report  is  inexpressibly  beautiful,  and 
but  for  its  length  and  the  space  we  have  already  devoted  to  Illinois, 
we  would  gladly  insert  it  entire. 

Commanderies,  51;  Knighted,  293;  members,  3931. 

Sir  Robert  Lang  McKinley,  Paris,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir 
Barnard  continued  Grand  Recorder. 
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INDIANA,  1877. 

The  Twenty-third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Indianapolis, 
April  24th,  R.  E.  Erville  B.  Bishop,  Grahd  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing. 

All  of  the  Commanderies,  twenty-six,  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  a  well-prepared  paper,  and  shows  that  the 
Grand  Commander  was  not  idle  during  the  year. 

Sir  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle,  Past  Grand  Commander,  having  been 
appointed  Inspector-General,  submits  his  first  report.  He  evidently 
entered  upon  the  performance  of  the  task  assigned  him  with  a  keen 
appreciation  of  the  work  before  him,  for  in  dealing  with  the  diffi¬ 
culties  which  he  encountered,  embracing  defect  in  the  work,  dis¬ 
regard  of  drill,  ignorance  of  the  law,  forms  of  proceedings,  and 
ceremonies  of  opening,  he  does  it  without  gloves.  Severe  diseases 
require  severe  remedies,  and  he  administers  “heroic”  treatment. 
A  few  years  of  such  toeing  the  scratch  as  he  accomplished  in  one 
year,  will  produce  a  thorough  reformation.  He  submits  with  his 
report  a  tabulated  statement  showing  the  condition  of  the  various 
Commanderies.  It  is  very  complete  and  highly  instructive. 

The  following  resolutions  were  adopted,  and  will  meet  with  uni¬ 
versal  approval : 

“ Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  Sir  Knight  within  this  Grand  Juris¬ 
diction  shall  wear,  or  permit  to  be  worn,  his  Templar  uniform,  or 
any  portion  of  the  same,  upon  any  public  or  social  occasion,  ex¬ 
cept  he  be  in  the  line  of  his  Commandery,  or  otherwise  under  com¬ 
mand  of  his  proper  officers. 

“ Resolved ,  That  any  Sir  Knight  offending  against  the  provisions 
of  the  foregoing  resolution,  either  in  letter  or  spirit,  shall  be  prop¬ 
erly  disciplined  by  the  Commandery  under  whose  jurisdiction  the 
offence  shall  have  been  perpetrated.” 

A  charter  was  granted  to  Valparaiso  Commandery,  No.  28. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  by  Sir  Charles  Cruft  ably  re¬ 
views  the  Proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Bodies,  including 
Pennsylvania  for  1876. 


INDIANA,  1878. 

The  Twenty-fourth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  same  place, 
April  30th,  R.  E.  Augustus  D.  Lynch,  Grand  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing.  All  of  the  twenty-seven  Commanderies  represented. 
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The  annual  address,  covering  thirteen  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  is 
an  excellent  presentation  of  the  Grand  Commander’s  work.  He 
announces,  in  a  fitting  manner,  the  death  of  Sir  Harvey  G.  Hazel- 
rigg,  Past  Grand  Commander,  of  whom  he  says:  “For  twenty- 
three  years  and  six  months  he  was  the  Worshipful  Master  of  his 
Lodge,  and  for  the  period  of  thirty-three  years,  in  which  he  was  a 
member  of  the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was  never  absent  from  a  meeting. 
During  one  year  he  held  the  offices  of  Worshipful  Master,  High 
Priest,  Grand  Master,  Eminent  Commander,  and  Right  Eminent 
Grand  Commander.  He  was  a  true  Mason  and  a  good  man.  His 
life  was  made  up  of  ‘deeds  of  charity  and  pure  beneficence.’  ” 

He  reported  the  following  decisions,  which  were  approved  by  the 
Grand  Commandery : 

“Where  a  candidate  has  applied  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood, 
and  has  been  regularly  elected,  but  failed  to  present  himself  for  one 
year  or  more,  he  is  entitled  to  have  the  Orders  conferred  without 
again  petitioning  and  being  balloted  for;  provided  the  case  has 
not  in  any  way  been  disposed  of  by  the  Commandery  to  which 
application  was  made,  and  provided  no  objections  are  made  by  any 
Knight  in  good  standing  to  the  conferring  of  the  Orders  upon  the 
elected  candidate. 

“An  Eminent  Commander  can  only  summon  the  members  of 
his  Commandery  to  attend  a  Conclave  at  the  Asylum  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery,  and  at  no  other  place.  But  when  the  members  have  as¬ 
sembled  at  the  Asylum,  if  for  the  purpose  of  drill,  they  may  by 
their  own  action  adjourn  to  a  hall.” 

In  Indiana  the  three  first  officers  are  entitled  to  per  diem  and 
mileage  for  attending  the  Annual  Conclave.  A  proposition  was 
made  to  change  the  statutes  on  the  subject,  so  that  but  one  repre¬ 
sentative,  the  Eminent  Commander  or  his  proxy,  should  be  entitled 
to  pay.  The  Committee  on  Templar  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  it 
was  referred,  recommended  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed,  and 
that  was  its  fate.  As  that  is  a  purely  local  matter,  directly  concern¬ 
ing  the  Order  in  Indiana  alone,  it  may  be  unbecoming  in  us  to  say 
anything  about  it,  but  we  think  the  proposition  was  eminently  just 
and  right,  and  ought  to  have  been  acted  on  promptly,  and  either 
adopted  or  voted  down.  It  is  one  of  those  questions  that  should 
always  be  met  by  a  square  vote  on  its  merits. 

A  system  of  Tactics  and  Drill,  prepared  by  Sir  Ruckle,  was 
adopted,  and  the  following,  among  other  resolutions,  passed : 
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“Resolved,  That  Sir  Knight  Nicholas  R.  Ruckle  is  hereby  author¬ 
ized  to  publish,  at  his  personal  expense ,  the  system  of  ‘  Templar 
Tactics  and  Drill,’  known  as  Ruckle' s  Templar  Tactics ,  and  furnish 
the  same  to  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  of  Indiana.” 

Sir  Ruckle  must  be  charmed  by  the  permission  to  publish  and 
furnish  at  his  personal  expense.  The  resolution  would  be  complete 
if  the  word  “ ordered”  had  been  substituted  for  “authorized.” 


The  following  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Templar  Juris¬ 
prudence  : 

“Resolved,  That  the  use  of  wine  or  intoxicating  liquors,  of  any 
kind,  in  any  way,  in  connection  with  any  banquet  given  or  partici¬ 
pated  in  by  any  Commandery  under  this  jurisdiction,  is  hereby 
prohibited.” 

The  Committee  reported  : 

“That  it  is  of  doubtful  propriety,  not  to  say  authority,  for  this 
Grand  Commandery  to  dictate  what  our  Sir  Knights  shall  eat  or 
what  they  shall  drink  at  their  banquets  and  social  festivals,  further 
than  to  avoid  all  excess .  As  many  of  our  Commanderies  have  here¬ 
tofore  refrained  from  the  use  of  wines  and  other  stimulants  at  their 
festivals,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  all  may  soon  fall  into  line  in  this 
particular,  and  thus  the  evil,  if  such  there  be,  will  be  avoided.” 


And  the  report  was  approved.  The  evil  aimed  at  can  never  be 
remedied  by  legislation,  but  by  the  development  and  elevation  of 
the  moral  and  religious  natures  of  our  members. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  Sir  Cruft,  and  is 
fully  up  to  his  usual  elegant  standard.  Twenty-seven  Grand  Bodies 
are  reviewed,  Pennsylvania  for  1877  receiving  a  pleasant  notice. 

Under  Maine,  he  says  : 


“  In  this  connection  it  may  be  remarked  that  the  question  of  what 
to  do  with  the  various  organizations  of  Masonry  and  Templarism 
among  colored  men,  which  now  exist  and  are  springing  up  over  the 
country,  is  now  upon  us  and  must  be  met.  It  is  a  question  fraught 
with  many  difficulties,  and  one  which  evokes  bitter  discussion  in 
localities.  Shall  these  associations,  while  daily  starting  up  and 
strengthening  throughout  the  land,  simply  continue  to  be  denounced 
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as  clandestine  ;  or  shall  they  be  healed  and  made  part  of  the  various 
regular  Grand  Jurisdictions  of  the  United  States,  and  utilized  as  part 
of  the  great  and  growing  body  of  Freemasonry?” 


We  make  this  extract  because  it  contains  an  interrogatory  ad¬ 
dressed  to  us  as  much  as  to  any  one  else,  and  we  do  not  desire  to 
get  the  reputation  of  dodging  any  issue.  Our  answer  to  the  latter 
form  of  the  question  is,  No  !  We  don’t  propose  to  bother  our¬ 
selves  about  the  other  form. 

Under  Maryland,  he  has  the  following: 

“The  Code  of  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Encampment  does  not  ap¬ 
pear  to  require  the  consent  of  a  Grand  Commander  or  Grand 
Commandery  to  enable  a  Subordinate  to  waive  jurisdiction  over  a 
resident  within  its  own  boundaries.  This  matter  appears  to  be 
placed  within  the  sole  care  of  the  Subordinates.  It  is  hard  to  under¬ 
stand  what  business  a  Grand  Commandery  or  Commander  has  to 
interfere  with  the  question  of  the  express  jurisdiction  of  Subordinates. 
[Vide  Code,  xxix  (2)  (3)  ].  The  standing  resolution  of  Maryland 
may  be  wrong  on  this  subject.” 

In  our  judgment  the  Maryland  resolution  is  all  right.  Section 
25  of  the  Code  only  legislates  upon  the  question  of  jurisdiction  of 
Commanderies  in  the  same  State,  as  is  made  evident  by  paragraph 
1,  which  provides  that  in  no  case  can  the  jurisdiction  of  a  Com¬ 
mandery  “  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State,  Territory,  or 
District  in  which  it  is  located.”  Under  this  law  it  would  seem  that 
a  Commandery  in  Ohio  could  not  waive  jurisdiction  over  a  candi¬ 
date  in  favor  of  a  Commandery  in  Pennsylvania,  as  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  latter  can  in  no  case  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State, 
and  it  might  be  very  much  of  a  question  whether,  in  such  a  case, 
the  consent  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio  would  help  the 
matter  any.  But  as  we  have  already  said  we  regard  the  Code  as 
legislating  for  Commanderies  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  same 
Grand  Commandery,  we  hold  that  a  Grand  Commandery  has  juris¬ 
diction  over  all  Royal  Arch  Masons  within  its  territorial  limits,  and 
may  under  the  Code  regulate  the  jurisdiction  of  its  Subordinates. 
So  far  as  it  and  its  interests  are  concerned,  it  makes  no  difference 
whether  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  becomes  a  member  of  a  Commandery 
at  one  end  of  its  territory,  or  of  one  at  the  other  end.  He  is  equally 
subject  to  its  authority,  and  liable  to  all  the  assessments  it  may  levy. 
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A  Subordinate  Commandery  may  waive  its  own  jurisdiction,  but  not 
that  of  its  Grand  Commandery.  The  jurisdiction  of  a  Grand  Body 
is  absolute  and  complete,  and  it  would  be  an  anomaly  if  it  could  be 
legislated  away  by  a  Subordinate.  The  question  involved  in  this 
discussion  was  evidently  not  contemplated  by  the  framers  of  the 
Code,  and  is  clearly  not  affected  by  the  Code.  ~  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  must  be  recognized  as  solely  within  its  own 
control,  and  the  irresistible  conclusion  is  that  the  Maryland,  resolu¬ 
tion  is  eminently  right  and  proper. 

Commanderies,  27;  Knighted,  117;  members,  1929. 

Sir  Alexander  Thomas,  of  Terre  Haute,  Grand  Commander; 
Sir  John  M.  Bramwell,  of  Indianapolis,  Grand  Recorder. 


IOWA,  1877. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Davenport,  October  4th, 
R.  E.  Sir  John  C.  Parish,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  with  nine¬ 
teen  Commanderies,  and  three  under  dispensation  represented. 

The  annual  address  contains  a  very  admirable  statement  of  the 
administrative  doings  of  the  year,  told  in  a  pleasant  genial  way. 
The  death  of  Past  Grand  Commander,  Sir  William  Leffingwell, 
is  touchingly  announced.  Three  dispensations  for  new  Command¬ 
eries  were  issued.  Two  decisions  are  reported,  the  most  important 
one  being  that  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  with  but  one  arm  cannot  legally 
receive  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  the  same  rule  obtaining  in  this 
Order  as  in  the  other  grades  of  Masonry.  The  Grand  Commander 
was  at  Cleveland,  and  he  concludes  that  ‘‘the  legislation  of  the 
Grand  Encampment  was  rather  noteworthy  for  what  was  not  done 
than  for  what  was.” 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  : 

“  I  am  now  happy  to  say  that  I  have  obtained  all  the  Proceedings 
that  have  been  printed  by  the  various  Grand  Commanderies  in  the 
United  States,  excepting  the  issues  of  Pennsylvania  for  June,  1854, 
1855,  and  i860.  It  is  much  to  be  desired  that  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  would  reprint  the  first  few  years  of  her  Proceedings,  which 
appear  to  be  otherwise  entirely  unobtainable.” 


Past  Grand  Commander  Parvin,  as  the  special  proxy  of  the  Grand 
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Master,  delivered  an  interesting  address,  from  which  we  quote  the 
following  very  pertinent  and  well-timed  remarks  ; 

“  Following  three  steps,  which  are  common  to  all  Grand  and  Sub¬ 
ordinate  Jurisdictions,  comes  a  fourth.  What  are  the  Templars  of 
the  United  States  doing  as  an  organization — commanding  at  this 
hour  more  general  and  deeper  interest  than  any  other — to  deserve 
the  respect  awarded  them  by  the  public?  Ere  many  years  shall  have 
elapsed  the  novelty  and  display  of  these  annual  and  triennial  gather¬ 
ings  will  have  passed  away,  and  then  the  question  will  again  come 
home  with  force  and  effect,  what  have  we  accomplished?  And  the 
further  inquiry,  what  has  become  of  the  money  so  lavishly  spent  ? 
The  money  spent  at  Cleveland — all  for  pleasure,  none  for  profit — 
would  have  endowed  an  institution  in  which  all  the  aged  and  infirm 
Templars  of  the  land,  and  all  the  children,  of  both  sexes,  of  Tem¬ 
plars  in  moderate  circumstances,  could  have  been  cared  for  and  ed- 
u  cated.” 

Charters  were  granted  to  the  three  Commanderies  under  dispen¬ 
sation. 

The  Grand  Commandery,  with  St.  Simon  of  Cyrene,  No.  9,  acted 
as  escort  to  the  Grand  Lodge  in  laying  the  corner-stone  of  the  Dav¬ 
enport  Academy  of  Sciences. 

The  following  was  in  response  to  a  recommendation  of  the  Grand 
Commander ; 

“Resolved,  that  theR.  E. Grand  Commander  appoint  a  committee  of 
three,  who  shall  devise  some  way  of  raising  funds  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  this  Grand  Commandery  at  the  next  triennial  conclave  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  which  is  to  meet  in 
Chicago  in  1880,  and  report  at  the  next  annual  convocation  of  this 
Grand  Commandery.” 

This  is  taking  time  by  the  forelock. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  was  presented  in  printed  form.  It 
is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  W.  B.  Langridge,  Grand  Recorder,  and  re¬ 
views  twenty-eight  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  for  1876  and  1877 
receiving  courteous  attention.  It  is  very  pleasant  reading  and  in¬ 
structive.  We  have  room  but  for  a  single  paragraph. 

“The  general  outlook  of  Templar  Masonry  is  prosperous.  .  The 
monetary  pressure  has  had  some  effect  in  preventing  its  increase, 
but  not  a  great  deal,  while  its  great  popularity  and  the  rush  into  its 
ranks  threatens  to  overwhelm  it  with  its  own  success.  It  would  be 
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far  better  to  preserve  its  exclusiveness.  When  a  rite  or  a  grade  be¬ 
comes  so  popular  as  to  attract  and  admit  the  multitude,  its  spirit 
becomes  weakened.  But  there  is  no  use  moralizing,  as  the  prophet 
who  does  not  foretell  agreeable  things  is  always  disregarded.” 


IOWA,  1878. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Marshalltown,  October 
17th,  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  Sir  Frank  W.  Angel  pre¬ 
siding,  in  the  absence  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  Sir  George 
B.  Van  Saun,  who  was  confined  to  his  house  by  a  severe  accident. 

The  annual  address  of  the  Grand  Commander,  which  was  read  by 
the  Grand  Recorder,  is  an  excellent  paper,  admirably  calculated  to 
awaken  all  thoughtless  Sir  Knights  to  the  importance  of  renewed 
zeal  in  illustrating  the  sublime  principles  of  our  Order  in  their  daily 
walk  and  conversation.  Although  the  Grand  Commander  feels  war¬ 
ranted  in  saying  that  our  Order  has  maintained  its  high  position  as 
an  order  of  Christian  Knighthood,  he  fears  that  as  a  body  we  “  fall 
very  far  short  of  fully  exhibiting  before  the  wrorld  those  grand  prin¬ 
ciples  of  love  to  God,  and  good  works  before  men,  which  our  pro¬ 
fession  inculcates  and  makes  obligatory  upon  every  Knight  who  en¬ 
ters  the  portals  of  our  asylums.  .  .  .  The  prosperity  of  an  institution 
does  not  depend  upon  members  alone,  but  more  particularly  on  the 
zeal  and  the  consistent  life  of  its  individual  members.  It  is  this  bear¬ 
ing  of  fruit  that  endows  every  organization  with  vitality,  strength, 
and  prosperity,  and  thus  it  becomesa  power  of  good  to  humanity  at 
large.”  In  the  concluding  part  of  his  address  he  points  out  to  some 
Sir  Knights  in  his  jurisdiction  two  particular  vices  which  seem  to  have 
too  strong  a  hold  upon  them,  to  wit,  profanity  and  intemperance. 
It  is  irreconcilable  to  his  mind  that  a  “  Knight  Templar  can  so  far  for¬ 
get  the  dignity  of  his  profession  and  so  violate  the  vows  he  has  taken, 
as  to  become  guilty  of  taking  the  name  of  his  God  in  vain,  and  seem¬ 
ing  to  glory  in  the  act.”  Intemperance  is  akin  to  it,  and  lowers  “  the 
dignity  and  contaminates  the  purity  of  the  individual  Knight,  and  thus 
brings  obloquy  and  reproach  upon  our  institution.” 

The  Grand  Commander  announces  in  feeling  terms  the  decease 
of  Sir  Henry  Coe  Leighton,  Past  Grand  Captain  General  of  his 
Grand  Commandery;  Sir  William  A.  Fairchild,  Past  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mississippi ;  Sir  Andrew  J. 
Wheeler,  Eminent  Commander  of  St.  Elmo  Commandery,  at  Mem- 
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phis  ;  and  Sir  Edward  R.  T.  Worsham,  Past  Grand  Commander  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Tennessee  ;  the  latter  three  of  whom 
having  fallen  victims  to  the  yellow  fever  whilst  they  were  nobly 
laboring  for  the  relief  of  their  fever-stricken  communities  ;  and  Sir 
Orrin  Welch,  Grand  Warder  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States. 

Three  new  Commanderies  were  constituted  during  the  year,  and 
dispensations  for  three  others  issued,  while  a  petition  for  a  fourth 
was  not  acted  on,  but  referred  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  being 
received  but  a  few  days  before  the  Conclave. 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  issued  for  Commanderies  to  ap¬ 
pear  in  public,  some  of  which  were  proper,  but  most  of  them  highly 
improper.  The  appearing  in  public  on  Decoration  Day  we  utterly 
object  to.  A  service  of  nearly  three  years  in  the  Union  Army,  and 
a  continuing  devotion  to  the  cause  for  which  it  struggled,  give  us 
a  right  to  regard  the  decoration  of  the  graves  of  Union  soldiers  as 
a  hallowed  service  which  we  hope  may  be  perpetuated,  but  we  do 
not  desire  to  see  Knights  Templar,  as  such,  celebrating  any  event  or 
occasion  which  all  the  Knights  Templar  of  the  United  States  cannot 
join  in.  Although  we  have  a  profound  regard  for  the  valor  and 
courage  of  the  Confederate  soldiers,  and  of  their  devotion  to  the 
cause  for  which  they  fought,  we  are  not  disposed  to  show  such  ap¬ 
proval  of  that  cause  as  would  be  inferred  from  joining  in  the  decora¬ 
tion  of  the  graves  of  their  dead,  and  what  we  are  not  prepared  to  do 
ourselves  we  certainly  have  no  right  to  ask  others  to  do.  Let  Decora¬ 
tion  Day  be  what  it  was  intended  to  be — the  day  of  the  people,  and 
let  such  Knights  Templar  as  may  desire  to  join  the  people  in  that 
pious  duty  do  it  as  citizens. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  none  of  his  decisions,  as  he  does 
not  wish  his  successor  entangled  with  any  semblance  or  color  of  law 
by  their  adoption.  He  is  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  better  that  the 
decisions  of  the  Grand  Commander  should  only  decide  the  particu¬ 
lar  cases,  and  not  be  brought  before  the  Grand  Commandery  unless 
upon  appeal.  “  Our  experience,”  says  he,  “  in  all  our  bodies,  is  that 
the  decisions  of  the  presiding  officers — mere  interpretations  of  the 
statutes — often  change  and  overlay  the  law  itself,  and  by  being  given 
force  by  the  action  of  the  Grand  Body,  receive  a  quite  fictitious 
importance.” 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  that  the  contributions  for  the  yellow 
fever  sufferers,  including  those  from  Lodges,  Chapters,  etc.,  amounted 


Grand  Commandery  K.  T.  of  Pennsylvania.  1 1 5 

to  $1091.75,  all  of  which  was  sent  to  Grand  Recorder  Power, 
of  Mississippi.  The  Grand  Commander  having  recommended  the 
adoption  of  a  system  of  drill,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  examine 
the  different  codes  in  use,  and  recommend  one  for  adoption  at  this 
Conclave.  The  committee  subsequently  reported  in  favor  of  the 
work  compiled  by  Sir  H.  B.  Grant,  of  Louisville,  and  it  was 
adopted.  Charters  were  granted  to  the  three  Commanderies  under 
dispensation,  increasing  the  number  on  the  roll  to  thirty-four. 

Twelve  pages  of  this  pamphlet  contain  articles  from  a  large  num¬ 
ber  of  Iowa  newspapers  in  regard  to  the  death  of  Sir  Henry  C. 
Leighton,  who  was  the  editor-in-chief  of  the  Oskaloosa  Herald. 
They  are  elegant  tributes  to  the  memory  of  a  fellow  journalist,  and 
show  that  the  sad  event  has  cast  a  shadow  over  nearly  the  entire  State. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  William  B. 
Langridge.  It  contains  fifty-two  pages,  and  in  very  pleasant  style 
reviews  thirty-six  annual  Proceedings.  The  two  pages  devoted  to 
Pennsylvania  might  as  well  have  been  omitted,  for  they  lack  the 
courteous  spirit  which  distinguishes  a  Knight  Templar.  The  reporter 
may  not  have  intended  to  deal  in  ridicule,  but  if  he  did  not  he  cer¬ 
tainly  forgot  himself  for  the  time  being  when  he  refers  to  “Penn¬ 
sylvania  notions,”  and  uses  language  such  as  follows:  “  The  ritual 
was  £  all  wrong,’  that  is  to  say,  unlike  what  ‘  we  in  Pennsylvania  use,’ 
which  is  the  same  thing.”  We  have  the  notion  that  in  Pennsylvania, 
the  second  largest  jurisdiction  in  the  country,  we  have  some  natural 
right  to  formulate  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  ritual  and  jurispru¬ 
dence  of  the  Order,  and  to  express  it  when  we  find  a  violation  of 
one  or  the  other,  or  both,  as  we  did  at  Cleveland.  We  have  here¬ 
tofore  exercised  our  rights  of  opinion  and  expression,  and  intend  to 
do  so  for  all  time  to  come.  We  do  not  claim  to  be  infallible,  but 
honest.  We  disavow  the  belief  that  Sir  Langridge  intended  one- 
half  that  his  language  expresses,  and  we  only  notice  the  matter  in 
the  spirit  we  have  to  call  his  attention  to  what  we  believe  was  written 
unintentionally. 

Commanderies,  34;  Knighted,  134;  members,  1636. 

Sir  Frank  Neely,  Waterloo,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir 
William  B.  Langridge,  Muscatine,  Grand  Recorder. 

KANSAS,  1877. 

The  Ninth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Topeka,  May  1,  R.  E. 
Silas  E.  Sheldon,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
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Eight  Commanderies  represented. 

An  invitation  from  Topeka  Commandery,  No.  5,  to  join  in  devo¬ 
tional  exercises  peculiar  to  the  Christian  Order  of  Knighthood,  and 
also  to  attend  a  “  Royal  Banquet,”  was  accepted. 

The  annual  address  is  both  eloquent  and  practical. 

We  quote  and  commend  the  following: 

u  No  man  can  learn  that  gentleness  and  suavity  are  ever  concomi¬ 
tants  of  true  courage  ;  that  unfailing  courtesy  is  compatible  with 
perfect  independence  and  firmness  of  character  ;  that  selfishness 
and  ingratitude  are  the  basest  of  human  qualities ;  that  he  who  is 
not  ignorant  of  misfortune  in  his  own  life  learns  to  succor  the  un¬ 
fortunate ;  that  charity  and  hospitality  are  the  central  brilliants  in 
the  coronet  of  Knightly  virtues  ;  no  man,  I  say,  can  learn  these  salu¬ 
tary  and  elevating  lessons,  so  that  of  his  life  they  shall  become  the 
warp  and  woof,  without  being  himself  nobler  and  better,  and  shed¬ 
ding  a  beneficent  light  upon  all  around  him.” 

«]/  -J/ 

<7*  «T*  *?>  'T'  sf* 

“  There  is  no  honor  or  distinction  without  its  corresponding 
duties  and  responsibilities ;  and  as  the  honor  conferred  upon  the 
Templar  is  a  high  and  holy  one,  so  will  much  be  required  at  his’ 
hands,  not  only  by  his  fellow  Knights,  but  by  the  world  ;  for  he 
has  espoused  by  his  vows,  and  become  the  exponent  of  a  chivalry  to 
which  all  now  look  confidently  for  worthy  and  Knightly  deeds.  He 
has,  by  his  profession,  eschewed  all  grovelling  attributes ;  he  has,  by 
his  profession,  purged  his  thoughts  of  all  uncleanness,  and  has  vowed 
to  keep  his  mind  and  body  pure.  Temptations  should  assail  the 
true  Knight  in  vain.  Whisperings  of  dishonor  should  pass  him  by 
as  the  idle  wind  that  harms  not.  His  eye  should  be  radiant  with 
the  light  of  truth,  and  his  brow  clothed  on  with  the  majesty  of  vir¬ 
tue.  It  is  thus  that  the  world  looks  upon  those,  the  precepts  of 
whose  faith  were  first  divinely  uttered  on  the  Mount  of  Olives,  whose 
Knightly  trials  take  on  a  crimson  glory  from  the  agony  of  Geth- 
semane  and  the  suffering  on  the  Cross.” 

vh*  <J#  \l/  «1/ 

“  The  mere  taking  of  the  vows  of  a  Knight,  the  mere  investment 
of  the  Knightly  title  and  honors,  makes  no  man  purer  or  better. 
The  Knightly  armor  may  inclose  a  heart  unpurified  of  passion  and 
unannealed  of  sin.  If  a  man’s  soul  does  not  kneel  to  receive  and 
rise  with  his  body  endowed  with  the  honors  and  attributes  of  true 
Knighthood,  the  title  has  been  unworthily  conferred  or  not  at  all. 
So  it  lies  with  you,  Fraters,  to  preserve  the  Order  by  not,  in  the  first 
place,  lightly  conferring  the  honors  of  Knighthood  on  those  who 
may  soil  its  escutcheon,  and  especially  does  it  rest  upon  each  of  you 
to  sustain  and  vindicate  your  noble  calling  by  the  unfailing  purity 
and  propriety  of  your  lives  in  all  your  relations  with  both  initiate 
and  profane.” 
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The  Grand  Commander  reports  that  peace  and  prosperity  every¬ 
where  prevail.  Dispensations  were  granted  “  to  appear  in  public  in 
full  uniform  as  an  escort  during  the  ceremonies  of  Decoration  Day,” 
and  to  appear  in  public  on  the  Fourth  of  July;  also  to  act  on  peti¬ 
tions  “without  regard  to  time,  it  having  been  made  to  appear  to  me 
that  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  the  Order.”  ..  A  dispensation  was 
issued  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Newton,  Harvey  County. 

Myers’  Chicago  Drill  and  Tactics,  as  modified,  was  continued  as 
the  official  standard.  A  Charter  to  Newton  Commandery  was 
granted.  The  time  for  holding  the  annual  Conclave  was  changed 
from  the  first  to  the  second  Tuesday  of  May.  The  Grand  Prelate 
was  requested  to  prepare  a  Templar  service  to  be  observed  by  the 
Subordinate  Commanderies. 

A  sermon  preached  the  first  day  of  the  Conclave  by  Rev.  and 
Sir  John  A.  Anderson  is  published  with  the  proceedings.  It  is  both 
eloquent  and  instructive. 

No  report  on  correspondence. 


KANSAS,  1878. 

The  Tenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Lawrence,  May  14th,  R. 
E.  Sir  Owen  A.  Bassett,  Grand  Commander,  presiding,  nine  Com¬ 
manderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  submitted  as  “  an  official  statement  of  the 
doings  of  your  Grand  Commander  for  the  current  year,”  and  the 
statement  is  made  in  a  business-like  way.  Dispensations  for  new 
Commanderies  at  Independence  and  Ottawa  were  issued.  The 
Grand  Commander  thinks  we  have  too  much  law — that  the  world 
is  governed  too  much — that  all  law  is  so  much  in  detail  that  men 
become  mere  machines,  and  that  this  is  applicable  to  Grand 
Bodies,  Subordinates  and  individuals.  Templar  law  is  but  little 
studied  and  imperfectly  understood  by  a  large  majority  of  those  who 
are  called  upon  to  make  the  laws  or  administer  them.  He  recom¬ 
mends,  however,  a  revision  of  the  local  laws,  as  many  of  them  are 
in  conflict  with  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Encampment.  He  devotes 
some  attention  to  the  subject  of  ritual,  and  points  out  that  although 
he  38th  Section  of  the  Code  provides,  “  The  ritual,  as  promulgated  by 
the  Grand  Encampment,  cannot  be  altered  or  abridged  by  the  Grand 
Master,  Grand  Commander,  or  Grand  Commandery,”  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  has  either  never  promulgated  a  ritual,  or  “it  is  safely 
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lodged  where  even  the  Grand  Master  cannot  find  it.”  He  inquires, 
“If  he,  having  authority,  cannot,  how  shall  we  be  able  to  bring  it  from 
its  place  of  concealment  ?”  We  give  it  up. 

A  competitive  drill  was  held  on  the  parade-ground,  preparatory 
to  which  a  line  was  formed  in  the  following  order:  “The  Univer¬ 
sity  Cadets;  De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  4;  Topeka  Command- 
ery,  No.  5  ;  Lawrence  Encampment  (I.  O.  O.  F.) ;  and  the  Grand 
Commandery.”  We  are  utterly  opposed  to  such  an  incongruous 
medley.  The  day  is  promised  when  the  lion  and  the  lamb  shall  lie 
down  together,  but  until  then  all  such  consorting  as  this  should  be 
avoided.  The  two  Commanderies  named  competed  for  a  silver 
cup.  which  was  awarded  to  Topeka,  No.  5. 

The  following  day  the  Grand  Standard  was  consecrated  in  public 
at  Liberty  Hall,  according  to  a  ceremonial  “almost  wholly  taken 
from  a  ritual  prepared  by  a  distinguished  Knight,  now  a  Past  Grand 
Master  of  Templars,  the  Most  Eminent  William  Sewell  Gardner, 
of  Massachusetts.  The  ceremony  was  concluded  by  an  address  by 
the  Grand  Commander.  Then  followed  the  awarding  of  the  prize 
cup,  which  was  presented  to  the  successful  competitor  by  Sir  Thomas 
H.  Annable  in  a  neat  and  appropriate  speech.  We  are  sorry  we 
cannot  say  as  much  for  the  reply,  more  than  half  of  which  should 
not  have  been  uttered,  or  at  least  not  published  in  the  Proceedings. 

A  resolution  for  the  repeal  of  the  action  of  the  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  in  1875  adopting  Myers’s  Drill  and  Tactics  was  introduced 
and  discussed.  It  was  laid  over  until  the  afternoon,  when,  after  “a 
lively  discussion,”  it  was  indefinitely  postponed.  The  Committee 
on  Appeals  and  Grievances  had  before  them  an  appeal  of  an  ex¬ 
pelled  member.  We  note  the  fact  merely  to  say  that  we  do  not  like 
the  idea  of  publishing  names  in  connection  with  such  matters. 
Doubtless  the  Sir  Knight  merited  his  punishment,  but  the  day  may 
come  when  he  shall  atone  for  the  past  and  again  become  worthy  of 
confidence.  The  publication  of  his  name  in  full  in  the  Proceedings 
would  remain  a  terrible  blot. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  report  that  it  was  intended 
to  prepare  a  thorough  review  of  the  doings  of  the  Grand  Command¬ 
eries,  but  in  view  of  a  depleted  treasury,  they  thought  it  would  be 
unwise  to  incur  the  additional  expense  incident  to  a  report.  They 
hope  the  financial  condition  may  be  better  another  year.  With  all 
our  heart  we  hope  so  too. 

Charters  were  issued  to  St.  Bernard,  No.  10,  at  Independence  ; 
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Tancred,  No.  11,  at  Ottawa;  and  Mt.  Olivet,  No.  12,  at  Wichita. 
The  latter  was  the  subject  of  “an  animated  discussion,”  and  likely 
of  a  well-founded  objection,  for  we  observe  that  the  Committee  say 
that  it  “will  not  materially  interfere  with  the  well-being  and  pros¬ 
perity  of  Newton  Commandery,  No.  9,  at  Newton.”  It  seems  to 
us  that  the  case  should  have  been  clear  enough,  to  have  enabled  the 
Committee  to  report  without  the  qualifying  word  “materially.” 
Newton,  No.  9,  was  chartered  in  1877,  and  now  reports  but  twenty- 
nine  members,  and  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  interfere  with 
its  well-being  and  prosperity  at  all,  at  least  until  it  has  increased  its 
membership  somewhat. 

The  Committee  on  Ritual  made  a  report,  which  was  referred  to 
a  Committee  of  Conference,  consisting  of  the  past  and  present 
Eminent  Commanders  and  the  Committee  on  Ritual,  and  on  their 
recommendation  the  ritual,  as  exemplified,  was  approved.  The 
Grand  Commander  is  the  custodian  of  the  ritual,  and  it  is  made 
his  duty  to  see  that  each  Eminent  Commander  is  in  possession  of  it, 
and  that  no  other  ritual  be  practiced  in  the  jurisdiction.  A  Com¬ 
mittee  was  appointed  to  revise  the  Statutes  of  the  Grand  Command¬ 
ery  and  the  approved  decisions  of  the  Grand  Commanders. 

The  following  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous  vote : 

“ Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  engaging  in  the  sale  of  intoxi¬ 
cating  liquors  as  a  beverage  is  unknightly,  and  contrary  to  the  sub¬ 
lime  teachings  of  our  Christian  Order  of  Knighthood,  and  is  so  far 
to  be  deprecated  that  each  Subordinate  Commandery  of  this  Grand 
Jurisdiction  is  hereby  required  to  purge  itself  of  all  such  grievous 
offenders.” 

Commanderies,  12;  Knighted,  49;  members,  422. 

Sir  Benjamin  J.  F.  Hanna  is  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  John 
H.  Brown,  of  Wyandotte,  Grand  Recorder. 

KENTUCKY,  1877. 

The  Thirtieth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  May  9th,  at  Carlisle, 
R.  E.  Sir  Samuel  S.  Parker,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Fif¬ 
teen  Commanderies  represented,  and  Representatives  from  nine 
Grand  Bodies  present.  In  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  pub¬ 
lished  in  the  pamphlet,  we  find  that  Kentucky  has  a  Representative 
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near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania,  but  the  latter  has 
none  accredited  to  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Kentucky. 

Sir  Charles  R.  Woodruff,  Grand  Junior  Warden  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  was  introduced,  and  received  with  appropriate  honors. 

The  annual  address  is  an  excellent  document,  very  pleasantly 
written.  In  his  opening  the  Right  Eminent  says: 

“  I  most  heartily  congratulate  you  upon  the  continued  prosperity 
of  our  Order  in  this  jurisdiction  and  throughout  the  country,  which 
here,  as  elsewhere,  is  blessed  with  peace  and  abounds  in  good  will, 
and  it  is  our  duty,  as  it  should  be  our  pleasure,  to  most  humbly  ac¬ 
knowledge  our  dependence  upon  Almighty  God,  and  our  gratitude 
to  Him  for  the  manifold  blessings  that  have  been  vouchsafed  to  us.” 

The  death  of  Sir  Leander  C.  Steadman,  P.  G.  C.,  is  announced 
in  touching  terms. 

We  heartily  commend  the  following,  and  hope  it  may  take  deep 
root  everywhere : 

“  No  applications  have  been  made  to  me  for  dispensations  to  form 
new  Commanderies,  and,  except,  perhaps,  at  Bowling  Green,  I  am 
firmly  of  the  opinion  that  this  jurisdiction  is  fully  supplied,  and 
more  than  supplied,  with  Commanderies ;  and  I  would  earnestly 
deprecate  any  efforts  to  establish  new  Commanderies  at  any  time, 
unless  the  resources  for  both  desirable  materials  and  liberal  finances 
are  amply  assured.” 

A  number  of  dispensations  were  granted  for  different  purposes, 
including  that  of  conferring  the  Orders  “out  of  time,”  and  then 
follows  the  usual, 

“It  will  be  seen  from  the  list  of  special  dispensations  that  there 
is  a  growing  disposition  to  hurry  up  the  conference  of  the  Orders. 
While  emergencies  may  rarely  occur,  I  consider  it  in  the  main  ex¬ 
ceedingly  injudicious  to  favor  or  permit  any  such  haste.” 


Then  why  did  you  encourage  this  “  growing  disposition  to  hurry 
up?” 

The  Grand  Commander  decided  that 


“  Charges  made  and  pending  against  a  Sir  Knight  do  not  debar 
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him  from  the  usual  rights  of  members,  such  as  balloting  in  all  cases, 
and  voting  also  in  all  cases,  except  on  his  own  guilt  or  innocence  of 
the  charges  against  him.  The  accused  is  to  be  considered  innocent, 
and  is  entitled  to  all  Masonic  privileges  until  proved  to  be  guilty.” 


A  correct  decision,  except  that  we  think  that  the  word  Templar 
should  be  substituted  for  Masonic,  which,  no  doubt,  was  intended. 

In  regard  to  ritual,  he  says  : 

“  It  is  very  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  the  adoption  of  an  au¬ 
thentic  ritual  by  the  Grand  Encampment  has  been  postponed  and 
avoided  from  one  Triennial  Conclave  to  another  until  the  matter  has 
become  a  crying  evil,  and  the  necessity  for  positive  legislation  by 
that  body  is  now  demanded  to  arrest  any  further  4  improvement 7 
and  ‘embellishment.’” 

Of  tactics  and  drill  he  has  this  to  say  : 

“  Commanderies  not  unfrequently  are  found  where  there  is  little 
or  no  proficiency  in  this  regard,  and  in  large  Commanderies  the 
members  are  often  enthusiastic  soldiers,  and  naturally  desire  the 
display  and  eclat  of  fancy  movements,  so  that  after  all  the  question 
is  governed  entirely  by  the  competency  and  enthusiasm  of  the  offi¬ 
cers  and  the  interest  of  the  members,  and  I  therefore  do  not  see  the 
importance  of  the  drill-master  of  a  Commandery  being  required  to 
confine  himself  very  strictly  to  particular  system.” 

We  entirely  concur.  We  favor  the  adoption  of  a  system  of  gener¬ 
alities  which  would  result  in  entire  harmony  as  to  the  basis  of  the 
tactical  system,  but  believe  that  in  details  considerable  latitude 
should  be  allowed.  Nearly  all  the  existing  systems  are  founded  upon 
the  same  general  idea,  and  it  would  be  exceedingly  unwise  to  at¬ 
tempt  to  force  any  one  of  them  upon  the  Order.  It  would  repress 
rather  than  encourage  the  enthusiasm  for  drill. 

The  Reunion  at  Philadelphia  in  1876  is  kindly  mentioned.  The 
Grand  Commander  was  unable  to  attend,  but  the  Kentucky  Sir 
Knights  who  were  present  “bear  enthusiastic  testimony  of  the 
grandeur  of  the  entire  arrangement.”  He  deprecates  the  evil  of 
soliciting  petitions  for  the  Orders,  which  he  regrets  to  say  prevails 
to  a  great  extent  in  some  of  the  Commanderies  in  the  jurisdiction, 
and  comments  upon  the  evil  in  a  very  hearty  manner.  “  Proselyting 
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and  petition  begging”  is  the  way  he  puts  it.  It  is  very  repulsive 
in  that  shape. 

The  officers  were  publicly  installed  in  the  Christian  Church.  It 
was  preceded  by  a  very  beautiful  address  of  welcome  by  Sir  Hiram 
Bassett,  P  G.  C.,  which  was  felicitously  responded  to  by  the  Grand 
Commander.  A  dispensation  was  granted  for  a  new  Commandery 
at  Flemingsburg,  Fleming  County,  thus  taking  the  earliest  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  “sit  down”  on  one  of  the  Grand  Commander’s  most 
valuable  suggestions.  We  are  all  stronger  in  theory  than  in  practice. 

There  was  a  banquet  at  “Piper’s  Hall”  to  which  the  visiting 
Sir  Knights  and  their  ladies  were  invited.  An  extract  from  the 
Carlisle  Mercury  is  given,  testifying  that  it  was  a  “  royal  ”  enter¬ 
tainment,  “gotten  up  in  princely  style,”  and  concluding  with  the 
following  in  italics  !  “  The  absence  of  w  me  was  a  noticeable  feature.  ’  ’ 
If  it  were  not  for  the  italics  we  would  suppose  that  the  absence  of 
wine  was  not  new  in  Kentucky.  It  occurs  to  us  just  now  that  there 
is  no  note  made  of  the  absence  of  Bourbon,  and  that  that  explains 
the  italics. 

The  usual  resolutions  of  thanks  were  adopted.  Memorial  pages 
are  devoted  to  Past  Grand  Commander  Steadman,  Sir  John  L. 
Anderson,  Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Richard  R. 
Rees,  who  represented  Kentucky  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Kansas.  At  the  close  of  the  Conclave  a  contest  took  place  between 
three  Commanderies  for  a  prize  banner,  which  was  awarded  to 
Richmond,  No  19.  The  new  Grand  Commander  issued  an  order 
proscribing  metal  buttons. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  from  the  pen  of  Sir  Charles  R. 
Woodruff,  and  is  an  admirable  review  of  all  the  Grand  Comman¬ 
deries  except  Nebraska  and  West  Virginia.  Pennsylvania  for  1876 
is  courteously  noticed. 

Commanderies,  18;  Knighted,  63;  members,  1129. 

Sir  Jacob  Swigert,  of  Frankfort,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir 
Lorenzo  D.  Croninger,  of  Covington,  is  again  Grand  Recorder. 

KENTUCKY,  1878. 

The  Thirty-first  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Danville,  May  8th, 
R.  E.  Sir  Jacob  Swigert,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Seven¬ 
teen  Commanderies  were  represented,  and  Representatives  of  nine 
Grand  Bodies  were  present. 
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The  annual  address  is  brief  and  to  the  point.  Quite  a  number 
of  applications  to  ballot  out  of  the  usual  time  were  received,  some 
of  which  we  are  gratified  to  learn  were  refused.  More  attention  to 
the  military  feature  of  our  Order  is  urged.  The  Right  Eminent 
visited,  amongst  others,  Covington  Commandery,  No.  7,  and  was 
elegantly  entertained.  He  has  this  to  say  : 

“One  feature  of  the  entertainment  I  noticed  with  great  gratifica¬ 
tion,  and  which  I  think  calls  for  commendation  in  the  independent 
Knights  who  endeavor  to  improve  mankind  by  teaching  Christian 
virtues,  and  who  by  discarding  wine  from  their  banquets  act  con¬ 
trary  to  a  time-honored  custom,  but  by  so  doing  remove  one  of  the 
many  temptations  which  beset  us  on  every  hand,  and  make  us  more 
certain  of  victory  in  our  long  years  of  warfare.  We  as  Knights 
Templar  are  not  exempt  from  the  great  evil  of  intemperance,  and 
may  not  know  how  far  we  as  a  body  are  responsible  for  the  fall  of  a 
Frater  thus  cut  off.” 

Hereafter  no  Commandery  can  take  part  in  the  competitive  drill 
for  the  prize  banner  unless  two-thirds  of  those  in  its  ranks  are  its 
own  members.  Grant’s  Tactics  was  adopted.  One  Commandery 
under  dispensation  was  chartered  as  John  C.  Breckinridge,  No.  2. 
There  was  a  public  installation  of  officers,  preceded  by  an  eloquent 
address  by  Sir  Robert  Morris,  during  which  he  recited  three  new 
original  poems.  We  would  like  to  reproduce  the  full  address,  but 
space  forbids,  and  mere  extracts  would  give  but  a  feeble  idea  of  its 
beauty  and  richness.  Following  the  installation,  a  splendidly  col¬ 
ored  and  handsomely  framed  coat  of  arms  of  the  Swigert  family  was 
presented  by  Ryan  Commandery,  No.  17,  to  the  retiring  Right  Em¬ 
inent.  And  then  Miss  Sallie  Ryan,  of  Louisville,  presented  a  ban¬ 
ner  to  Ryan  Commandery  in  a  well-chosen  speech,  which  was  ac¬ 
cepted  by  Rev.  Sir  John  Deering,  Prelate  of  the  Commandery,  in  a 
speech  elegantly  conceived  and  abounding  in  historical  illustrations, 
after  which  the  banner  was  consecrated. 

A  banquet  was  spread  by  Ryan  Commandery,  to  which  visiting 
Sir  Knights  and  their  ladies  were  invited. 

The  Recorder,  as  seems  to  be  his  custom,  inserts  a  newspaper  ex¬ 
tract  in  which  it  is  stated,  “the  bill  of  fare  was  most  inviting,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  fact  that  there  was  no  wineP  Again  the  italics 
are  not  ours. 

The  addresses  referred  to  were  directed  to  be  and  are  published 
with  the  proceedings.  The  usual  competitive  drill  took  place, 
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Frankfort,  No.  4,  and  De  Molay,  No.  12,  participating.  The  ban¬ 
ner  was  awarded  to  the  former. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  a  courteous  and  dignified  re¬ 
view  of  thirty-one  Grand  Bodies,  including  the  Grand  Encampment. 
Pennsylvania  for  1877  has  kindly  mention.  Sir  Church’s  report 
is  called  “sprightly  and  entertaining.”  Sir  Woodruff  has  in  this 
report,  as  is  usual  with  him,  given  a  remarkably  clear  synopsis  of  all 
that  is  important  and  interesting  in  the  proceedings.  We  take  the 
following  from  his  conclusion  : 

“  No  new  subjects  of  moment  are  developed  in  the  proceedings 
noticed,  and  our  Order  pursues  the  even  tenor  of  its  way,  pausing 
frequently  to  mourn  the  departure  of  an  honored  Brother,  to  moral¬ 
ize  on  the  mutability  of  all  things  human,  to  exhort  the  Fraterstoa 
higher  and  purer  life,  to  enforce  discipline,  to  ventilate  errors,  affec¬ 
tations,  and  discrepancies,  to  animate  and  encourage,  to  instruct  and 
elevate  all  those  of  its  members  who  may  be  wise  enough  to  heed 
and  reflect.” 

The  two  volumes  from  Kentucky  are  among  the  very  handsomest 
which  have  reached  our  table.  The  type,  arrangement  of  matter, 
paper,  and  press-work  are  all  excellent,  and  with  the  beautifully  il¬ 
luminated  enamelled  cover,  reflect  great  credit  upon  both  the  Grand 
Recorder  and  printer.  It  is  a  pleasure  to  read  a  well-printed  book, 
and  we  have  had  infinite  delight  in  perusing  these  volumes. 

Commanderies,  19;  Knighted,  93;  members  1150. 

Sir  W.  La  Rue  Thomas,  of  Danville,  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
Lorenzo  D.  Croninger,  of  Covington,  re-elected  Grand  Re¬ 
corder. 

LOUISIANA,  1877,  1878. 

The  proceedings  of  1877  and  1878  come  to  us  in  one  pamphlet 
of  forty-four  pages. 

The  Fourteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  New  Orleans,  Feb¬ 
ruary  16th,  1877,  R.  E.  Berry  Russell,  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding.  Four  Commanderies  represented,  and  Representatives  pres¬ 
ent  from  eighteen  Grand  Bodies,  including  Pennsylvania. 

The  annual  address  is  brief  and  to  the  point.  It  reports  the  con¬ 
dition  of  the  Order  in  the  jurisdiction  as  fairly  satisfactory.  Want 
of  uniformity  in  the  ritual  exists.  The  Grand  Commander  has 
noticed  for  the  past  few  years  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  “  each 
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Eminent  Commander  in  conferring  the  Orders  to  use  such  a  work 
or  ritual  as  seemed  to  him  most  appropriate,  and  to  make  such  little 
additions  and  alterations  as  he  chose.”  He  recommends  that  the 
Grand  Encampment  regulations  as  to  uniform  be  strictly  adhered  to 
“until  such  time  as  we  may  be  allowed  to  enforce  our  own  regula¬ 
tions.” 

The  proceedings  were  strictly  local.  Grand  Commander  Russell 
was  re-elected.  An  eloquent  sermon,  by  Rev.  J.  Hazard  Hartzell, 
delivered  in  the  Church  of  the  Messiah,  New  Orleans,  before  the 
Grand  Commandery,  June  24th,  1877,  is  published  as  an  appendix. 

The  Fifteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  same  place,  Feb¬ 
ruary  15th,  1878,  R.  E.  Sir  Berry  Russell,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Four  Commanderies  represented,  and  Representatives 
from  seventeen  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  included,  present. 

Sir  B.  B.  Richardson,  P.  G.  C.  of  Texas,  and  J.  G.  W.  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  was  received  and  welcomed  with  appropriate 
honors. 

The  annual  address  is  short  and  contains  nothing  requiring  special 
mention,  except  the  following  decided  hit  in  referring  to  the  Grand 
Encampment  at  Cleveland :  • 

“  The  matter  of  our  regulation  uniform  was  for  the  time  disposed 
of ;  but  judging  from  the  variety  of  uniforms  there  presented,  I  should 
incline  to  the  belief  that  it  had  been  quietly  understood,  that  al¬ 
though  the  Grand  Encampment  might  say  one  thing,  each  indi¬ 
vidual  member  was  at  liberty  to  decide  the  matter  to  suit  himself, 
and  dress  as  his  own  individual  fancy  might  dictate.” 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  having  received  the  Proceedings  of 
twenty-six  Grand  Bodies,  and  that  the  returns  from  Subordinate 
Commanderies  for  the  year  1877  show  a  loss  in  membership  of 
thirteen. 

The  committee  appointed  at  the  last  Conclave  to  consider  the  ap¬ 
peal  of  a  member  of  Jacques  De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  2,  from 
an  assessment  levied  by  that  Commandery,  made  a  written  report, 
which  was  approved.  As  there  is  nothing  to  show  the  object  for 
which  the  assessment  was  levied  we  are  unable  to  say  whether  the 
decision  was  correct  or  not ;  but  if  the  purpose  was  clearly  within 
the  power  of  the  Commandery,  as  we  suppose  we  ought  to  assume 
it  was,  the  Grand  Commandery  was  right  in  deciding  the  assessment 
to  be  binding. 
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It  was  resolved  that  all  Life  Members  now  on  the  rolls  of  the  Com- 
manderies  be  exempt  from  the  payment  of  dues  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery,  but  hereafter  no  Sir  Knight  will  be  recognized  as  a  Life 
Member  or  be  exempt  from  such  dues  who  has  not  served  ten  con¬ 
secutive  years,  and  paid  dues  during  that  time. 

Sir  Samuel  Alston  was  elected  Grand  Commander. 


LOUISIANA,  1879. 

In  another  pamphlet  we  have  the  proceedings  of  the  Sixteenth 
Annual  Conclave,  which  was  held  at  the  same  place,  February  14th, 
1879,  Grand  Commander  Alston,  presiding.  Three  Commanderies 
represented,  and  Representatives  from  twenty-one  Grand  Bodies, 
Pennsylvania  again  included,  present. 

The  address  opens  with  a  reference  to  the  yellow  fever,  and  thanks 
to  several  Grand  and  Subordinate  Commanderies,  our  Grand  Com- 
mandery  being  among  the  number,  for  contributions.  The  total 
amount  received  was  $1113,  of  which  $152  remains  on  hand 
unexpended.  The  usual  religious  services  were  held  on  St.  John’s 
Day,  in  June  of  the  year  preceding,  at  Trinity  Church,  the  services 
being  conducted  by  the  rector,  the  Rev.  and  Sir  Hugh  Miller 
Thompson,  of  Wisconsin  Commandery,  of  Milwaukee.  It  is  recom¬ 
mended  that  this  service  be  hereafter  held  on  Easter  Sunday.  Atten¬ 
tion  is  called  to  the  fact  that  the  action  of  the  previous  year,  exempt¬ 
ing  Life  Members  from  the  payment  of  dues,  had  materially  affected 
the  income  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  There  are  106  Life  Mem¬ 
bers  and  246  paying  members,  the  latter  paying  to  the  Grand  Body 
fifty  cents  each  ;  in  all  $123.  “  This  is  our  income.” 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  that  he  has  received  the  Proceedings 
of  twenty-eight  Grand  Bodies.  The  returns  show  that  no  work  was 
done,  and  that  the  membership  has  decreased  thirty-one. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  annual  address  made 
report,  to  which  was  appended  a  series  of  resolutions,  one  returning 
thanks  for  donations  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  in  the  recent  epi¬ 
demic,  and  another  changing  the  annual  parade  and  ceremonies  from 
St.  John  the  Baptist’s  Day  to  St.  John  the  Evangelist’s  Day,  except 
when  that  occurs  on  Sunday  it  shall  take  place  on  the  following  day. 
Whether  the  resolutions  were  adopted,  the  Proceedings  do  not  say, 
but  it  is  likely  they  were. 

The  Finance  Committee  made  a  recommendation,  which  was 
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adopted,  that  the  fifty  cents  per  capita  “be  extended  to  cover  all 
members  borne  upon  the  rolls  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.” 

There  was  no  report  on  correspondence  submitted  at  either  of 
these  Conclaves. 

Commanderies,  4;  Knighted,  none;  members,  352. 

Sir  Edward  Baker,  is  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Richard 
Lambert,  of  New  Orleans,  Grand  Recorder. 


MAINE,  1878. 

The  Twenty-seventh  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Portland,  May 
8th,  R.  E.  Sir  Augustus  B.  Farnham,  Grand  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing.  Thirteen  Commanderies  represented,  being  all  that  are  upon 
the  rolls.  Also  Representatives  from  nineteen  Grand  Command¬ 
eries,  Pennsylvania  among  the  number. 

The  Sir  Knights  present  were  excused  from  wearing  the  “  regu¬ 
lation  costume”  during  the  Conclave.  Will  Sir  Drummond  explain 
how  this  can  be  reconciled  with  the  law? 

The  annual  address  is  a  well-written  and  dignified  paper,  devoted 
almost  wholly  to  local  affairs.  The  Grand  Commander  has  had  oc¬ 
casion  to  “notice  a  slight  lack  of  uniformity  in  the  work.”  While 
in  most  cases  the  ritual  has  been  followed  it  appears  that  the  details 
have  been  somewhat  neglected.  He  thinks  a  frequent  exchange  of 
visits  between  the  Commanderies  would  go  far  towards  remedying 
the  difficulty,  and  recommends  that  some  one  of  the  Commanders 
should  be  selected  and  requested  to  exemplify  the  work  before  the 
Grand  Commandery. 

V.  E.  Sir  J.  H.  Drummond,  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  submit¬ 
ted  one  of  the  very  best  and  most  satisfactory  reports  we  have  met 
with  during  the  year.  It  is  especially  noteworthy  for  its  clear,  suc¬ 
cinct  and  intelligent  statement  of  the  last  Triennial  Conclave  of 
the  Grand  Encampment.  We  are  sorry,  however,  that  the  intense 
heat  did  not  allow  him  to  remain  to  witness  the  work  as  exemplified 
by  Oriental  Commandery,  for  we  should  like  to  have  his  opinion 
as  to  the  ritual  used.  We  have  always  endeavored  to  make  our  work 
conform  to  the  lawful  standard,  and  are  anxious  to  be  right ;  but  if 
the  work  at  Cleveland  is  the  Simon  Pure  article,  we  frankly  confess 
that  we  have  never  received  or  conferred  the  genuine  Orders  of 
Knighthood. 
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A  Committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a  history  of  Templar  Ma¬ 
sonry  in  Maine.  The  other  proceedings  were  of  a  purely  local 
character. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  injected  into  the  body  of  the 
Proceedings,  where  to  our  mind  it  is  very  much  out  of  place.  It 
is  needless  to  say,  however,  that  as  it  is  the  work  of  Sir  Stephen 
Berry,  it  is  a  document  of  far  more  than  average  merit.  It  cour¬ 
teously  reviews  thirty-two  pamphlets  of  proceedings,  including  that 
of  Pennsylvania  for  1877.  As  we  are  bound  to  copy  Sir  Berry’s 
statistics,  which  are  of  great  value,  we  have  no  space  for  the  many 
other  good  things  we  would  like  to  quote. 

The  Grand  Commandery  did  itself  the  distinguished  honor  of 
electing  as  Grand  Commander  that  genial  gentleman  and  renowned 
Mason,  Sir  Josiah  H.  Drummond,  whom  it  is  also  our  good  fortune 
to  reckon  among  our  personal  friends.  Good  luck  to  you,  Sir 
Drummond. 

statistics. 

In  this  country,  including  Canada,  there  are  Master  Masons, 
592,443  ;  Royal  Arch  Masons,  133,648,  and  Knights  Templar,  49,- 
260.  There  is  a  loss  in  the  number  of  Master  Masons  of  9646, 
and  an  increase  of  Templars  of  121.  The  number  of  Templars  has 
decreased  in  Alabama,  Arkansas,  Connecticut,  Georgia,  Indiana, 
Louisiana,  Maryland,  Minnesota,  Mississippi,  Missouri,  Nebraska, 
New  Jersey,  New  York,  and  Tennessee. 
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GRAND  COMMAN DKRIES. 

Returns  for. 

ORGANIZED. 

No..of  ' 

subordinates. 

- » - - - — - 

No. 

of  members. 

No.  knighted. 

Our  last  report. 

Alabama . 

1878 

Nov.  29,  1860. 

9 

210 

9 

236 

Arkansas . 

1877 

March  23,  1872. 

4 

113 

3 

143 

California . . . 

1878 

Aug.  10,  1858. 

13 

892 

73 

743 

Colorado . 

1877 

March  14,  1876. 

3 

136 

10 

136 

Connecticut . 

1878 

Sept.  13,  1827. 

10 

1,306 

33 

1,327 

Georgia . 

1878 

April  25,  1860. 

8 

310 

27 

320 

Illinois . 

1877 

Oci.  27,  1857. 

49 

3,865 

325 

3,664 

Indiana . 

1878 

May  16,  1854. 

27 

1,929 

117 

1,932 

Iowa . . 

1877 

June  6,  1864. 

31 

1,534 

170 

1,445 

Kansas . 

1878 

Dec.  29.  1868. 

12 

440 

49 

341 

Kentucky . 

1878 

Oct,  5,  1847. 

19 

1,150 

93 

1,113 

Louisiana . 

1878 

Feb.  12,  1864. 

4 

370 

13 

392 

Maine . 

1878 

May  5,  1852. 

13 

1,562 

50 

1,555 

Maryland .  . 

1878 

Jau.  23,  1871. 

8 

766 

30 

787 

Mass,  and  Rhode  Island . 

1877 

May  6,  1805. 

39 

5,847 

211 

5,803 

Michigan . 

1878 

Jan.  15,  1857. 

30 

2,417 

155 

2,291 

Minnesota . 

1877 

Oct.  25,  1865. 

10 

588 

26 

600 

M  ississippi . . 

1878 

Jan.  21,  1857. 

14 

459 

27 

492 

Missouri . 

1877 

May  22,  1*60. 

29 

1,226 

82 

1,315 

Nebraska . 

1878 

Dec.  28,  1871. 

8 

346 

37 

332 

New  Hampshire . 

1877 

June  12,  1860. 

9 

1,034 

34 

1,065 

New  Jersey . 

1877 

Feb.  14  1860. 

12 

1,165 

42 

1,212 

New  York . 

1877 

June  18,  1814. 

53 

6,996 

345 

7,339 

Ohio . 

1877 

Oct.  24,  1843. 

29 

2,648 

242 

2,538 

Pennsylvania . 

1878 

April  14,  1854. 

54 

6,035 

308 

6,114 

Tennessee . 

1877 

Oct.  12,  1859. 

14 

719 

52 

790 

Texas . 

1878 

Jan.  19,  1855. 

13 

518 

68 

498 

Vermont . 

1877 

June  17,  1824. 

9 

632 

24 

624 

Virginia  . 

1877 

Nov.  27,  1822. 

14 

805 

62 

755 

West  Virginia . 

1877 

Feb.  25,  1874. 

6 

223 

42 

198 

Wisconsin . 

1877 

Oct,  29,  1859. 

13 

957 

81 

911 

Grand  Enc.  subordinates . 

1877 

June  21,  1816. 

19 

1,462 

108 

1,528 

Total  in  United  States . 

585 

48,660 

2,948 

48,539 

Canada  (estimated) . 

1877 

Oct.  9,  1855. 

20 

600 

'  80 

584 

England  and  Wales . 

1878 

About  1796. 

122 

2,200 

1,916 

Total  in  world . 

727 

51,460 

3,748 

51,039 

The  eminent  reviewer  is  in  error  in  placing  Pennsylvania  among 
the  jurisdictions  whose  membership  decreased  during  the  year.  His 
mistake  arises  from  placing  our  membership  at  6114  in  the  year 
1877,  when  in  fact  it  was  but  5964.  The  correct  figures  give  us 
an  increase  of  seventy-one.  There  is  no  use  in  being  placed  in  the 
retrograde  list  unless  the  facts  warrant  it. 

The  average  proportion  of  Templars  to  Master  Masons  is  1  to  42, 
distributed  as  follows: 

District  of  Columbia,  1  to  3  Virginia,  1  to  13 

Rhode  Island,  1  “  4  California,  1  “  14 
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Massachusetts, 

1 

t0  5 

Indiana, 

1 

to 

14 

Pennsylvania, 

1 

“  6 

Vermont, 

1 

tt 

14 

Maryland, 

1 

“  7 

West  Virginia, 

1 

tt 

15 

New  Hampshire, 

1 

“  7 

Kansas, 

1 

tt 

15 

Wyoming, 

1 

“  7 

Louisiana, 

1 

(( 

16 

Nebraska, 

1 

“  8 

Mississippi, 

1 

K 

17 

Delaware, 

1 

“  10 

Nevada, 

1 

( i 

17 

Illinois, 

1 

“  10 

Kentucky, 

1 

( ( 

18 

New  Jersey, 

1 

“  10 

Missouri, 

1 

<( 

20 

Colorado, 

1 

\ 

“  11 

Tennessee, 

1 

tt 

23 

Connecticut, 

1 

“  11 

Florida, 

1 

tt 

27 

Michigan, 

1 

“  11 

Texas, 

1 

tt 

32 

Minnesota, 

1 

“  11 

Alabama, 

1 

tt 

34 

Montana, 

1 

“  11 

Georgia, 

1 

tt 

4i 

New  York, 

1 

“  11 

Canada, 

1 

tt 

45 

Ohio, 

1 

“  11 

Oregon, 

1 

it 

64 

Utah, 

1 

“  11 

Arkansas, 

1 

1 1 

73 

Wisconsin, 

1 

“  11 

South  Carolina, 

1 

tt 

100 

Iowa, 

1 

“  12 

North  Carolina, 

1 

tt 

249 

Maine, 

1 

“  12 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  50;  members,  1562. 

Sir  Josiah  H.  Drummond  is  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Ira 
Berry  continued  Grand  Recorder.  Address  of  both  is  Portland. 


MARYLAND,  1877. 

The  Seventh  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Baltimore,  May  16th,  R.  E. 
Sir  Robert  Kirkwood  Martin,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Six 
Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  a  practical  business-like  paper,  devoted  al¬ 
most  exclusively  to  local  affairs.  It  presents  the  question  of  juris¬ 
diction  between  Grand  Commanderies,  which  we  have  discussed  in 
another  part  of  this  report. 

A  cape  for  protection  in  cold  weather  was  adopted. 

Sir  F.  J.  S.  Gorgas  contributes  a  very  valuable  Report  on  Corres¬ 
pondence,  covering  seventy-one  closely  printed  pages,  and  review¬ 
ing  thirty-three  volumes  of  proceedings.  He  is  wonderfully  suc¬ 
cessful  in  transferring  to  his  report  everything  of  beauty  and  inter¬ 
est  transpiring  in  all  the  Grand  Bodies,  and  his  report  is  a  perfect 
mirror  of  their  proceedings. 
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Pennsylvania  for  1876  is  in  the  troop  reviewed,  and  is  courteously 
and  kindly  mentioned.  “The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander 
(Sir  Kingston)  is  a  well-prepared  document,  and  reflects  credit  upon 
the  author.”  The  reviewer  falls  into  error  In  saying  that  Welch’s 
Tactics  was  adopted.  The  Committee  so  recommended,  but  the  mat¬ 
ter  went  over  until  next  year,  when  the  Grand  officers  were  author¬ 
ized  to  prepare  and  promulgate  a  system  of  tactics  based  upon  the 
Committee’s  report.  That  was  done  last  year,  and  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Pennsylvania  has  a  tactical  system  of  her  own. 

MARYLAND,  1878. 

A  Special  Conclave  was  held  at  Baltimore,  April  2 2d,  for  the 
purpose  of  installing  the  officers  elect  of  the  Subordinate  Command- 
eries. 

The  Eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  same  place  May  15th, 
Sir  Henry  White  Marston,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Seven  Commanderies  represented. 

Sir  Robert  E.  Withers,  Y.  E.  Grand  Senior  YJarden,  and  Rep¬ 
resentative  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  was  courteously  received  and  introduced. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  presents  the  work  of  the 
year  in  an  exceedingly  plain,  practical,  and  satisfactory  manner,  and 
shows  that  he  has  not  been  a  drone  in  the  Templar  hive.  He 
reports  Templar  Masonry  in  that  jurisdiction  as  in  a  prosperous  and 
good  condition.  The  accessions  to  membership  have  been  small, 
but  the  material  has  been  closely  scanned.  Hospitality  and  charity 
have  been  the  characteristics  in  the  Commanderies,  and  an  era  of 
sociability  and  friendship  has  been  inaugurated.  Numerous  official 
visits  were  made  during  the  year  to  witness  the  work,  as  well  as  to 
confer  the  Orders,  and  it  is  pleasant  to  note  that  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  in  referring  to  the  manner  in  which  the  work  was  done,  uses 
the  unqualified  expressions,  “  masterly  and  complete,”  “in  strict 
compliance  with  the  ritual,”  “  most  thorough  manner,”  “  complete 
manner,”  “  fully  and  ably  rendered.”  It  must  be  a  source  of  grati¬ 
fication  to  a  Grand  Commander  to  find  such  universal  excellence 
throughout  his  jurisdiction. 

Under  the  head  of  decisions,  he  reports  having,  on  the  petition  of 
thirteen  Sir  Knights,  former  members  of  the  Commandery,  restored 
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the  Charter  of  Jacques  de  Molay  Commandery,  No.  4,  at  Frederick, 
and  that,  in  this  connection,  he  made  his  only  official  decision  to 
the  effect  “that  the  Charter  was  restored  only  to  the  petitioners 
named  in  the  petition,  and  not  to  the  former  members  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery,  and  the  only  way  for  them  to  rejoin  their  Commandery 
would  be  through  the  regular  channel,  namely,  the  ballot.”  This 
action  was  approved  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  but  for  the  life  of 
us  we  cannot  see  upon  what  ground.  Before  the  Charter  was  ar¬ 
rested  it  covered  all  the  members  in  good  standing  alike,  and  when 
restored  by  the  Grand  Commander  it  returned  as  a  covering  to  all 
alike,  and  it  was  out  of  the  power  of  the  Grand  Commander  to  say 
that  the  restoration  should  be  enjoyed  by  some  and  refused  to  others. 
The  question  is  fully  provided  for  by  the  Digest  of  Templar  Law. 
Section  8,  paragraph  6,  provides : 

“A  Charter  surrendered  or  arrested  cannot  be  granted  to  form  a 
new  Commandery,  but  may  be  restored  to  the  former  members  in 
good  Te?nplar  standing  who  are  unaffiliated.” 

A  question,  similar  to  one  which  arose  in  the  Grand  Commandery 
of  Pennsylvania?  in  1875,  relating  to  the  qualification  of  a  Grand 
Representative,  occurred  during  the  year  by  the  Grand  Commander 
of  Iowa  appointing  as  Grand  Representative,  near  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Maryland,  one  who  was  not  a  member  of  that  Grand 
Body.  Grand  Commander  Marston,  doubtless  following  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Pennsylvania,  requested  that  the  credentials  be  re¬ 
called.  The  request  was  complied  with,  and  another  appointment 
made. 

The  Grand  Commander  recommended  the  revision  of  the  Con¬ 
stitution  to  conform  to  the  amended  Constitution  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  and  that,  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  the  work  uniform 
and  to  prevent  the  creeping  in  of  errors,  one  of  the  city  Com- 
manderies  at  each  Annual  Conclave  exemplify  the  Orders  before  the 
Grand  Body. 

Sir  J.  Henry  Weber  pronounced  an  eloquent  but  brief  eulogy  on 
Sir  George  Frank  Gouley,  which  was  ordered  to  be  printed  with 
the  proceedings.  In  speaking  of  the  loss  sustained  by  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Missouri,  he  truly  says:  “She  is  not,  however, 
alone  in  this  bereavement.”  The  dark  shadow  rests  upon  all  our 
Asylums  and  hearts. 

A  Committee  was  appointed  to  devise  a  suitable  drill,  to  be  sub- 
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mitted  for  approval  to  the  officers  of  the  Grand  Commandery.  The 
recommendation  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  relation  to  the  annual 
exemplification  of  the  Orders  was  approved.  The  recommendation 
in  relation  to  the  revision  of  the  Constitution,  and  a  proposed 
amendment  that  the  election  of  the  first  nine  officers  shall  be  by 
ballot  and  the  remainder  appointed,  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  and  Jurisprudence.  A  standing  resolution  was  adopted  that 
each  Commandery  shall  pay  to  the  Grand  Body  annually  two  dol¬ 
lars  for  each  Companion  Knighted  during  the  year,  and  one  dollar 
for  every  Knight  who  is  a  member  of  the  Commandery  on  the  1st 
day  of  May  preceding  the  Annual  Conclave.  Memorial  pages  are 
set  apart  to  Sir  George  Frank  Gouley,  of  Missouri,  and  Sir  John 
Dove,  of  Virginia. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  production  of  Sir  F.  J.  S. 
Gorgas,  who  has  a  right  to  feel  proud  of  his  work.  It  contains  one 
hundred  and  twenty-four  pages  of  closely-printed  matter,  and  re¬ 
views  in  a  graceful  and  exhaustive  style  the  proceedings  of  thirty- 
two  Grand  Bodies.  Sir  Gorgas  seems  to  have  a  perfect  faculty  for 
seeing  everything,  as  his  review  is  a  complete  mirror  of  the  trans¬ 
actions  of  all  the  Grand  Bodies  embraced  in  it.  Pennsylvania,  for 
1877,  has  a  courteous  notice  of  three  pages,  Sir  Church’s  report 
being  mentioned  as  “in  admirable  style.” 

Commanderies,  8;  Knighted,  30;  members,  729. 

Sir  Jacob  Emory  Krebs,  Baltimore,  Grand  Commander ;  Sir 
Charles  Thomas  Sisco,  Baltimore,  Grand  Recorder. 

MASSACHUSETTS  AND  RHODE  ISLAND,  1878. 

A  Semi-annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Boston,  May  29th,  R.  E.  Sir 
John  Dean,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  in  itself  brief,  well  writ¬ 
ten,  however,  and  dignified.  In  announcing  the  death  of  Sir  Orrin 
Welch  he  does  it  kindly,  as  a  hearty  friend,  giving  many  details  of 
the  Masonic  history  of  that  eminent  Brother.  He  also  announces 
the  sudden  death  of  Sir  William  J.  Sawin,  Eminent  Commander 
elect,  of  Springfield,  which  occurred  in  the  Asylum  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery.  The  deceased  had  entered  the  Asylum  and  assumed  his 
station,  and  while  in  the  act  of  putting  on  his  gloves,  without  any 
previous  exhibition  of  distress,  expired. 

The  consent  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  asked  to  the  formation 
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of  an  association  within  a  Commandery,  and  under  its  sanction,  for 
improvement  in  drill.  He  withheld  his  consent,  as  such  a  body 
suggested  to  his  mind  very  objectionable  features,  but  what  those 
features  are  he  does  not  say,  and  we  would  very  much  like  to  know. 
A  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  serve  as  an  escort  to  a  proces¬ 
sion  in  a  “  Carnival  of  Authors”  was  very  properly  refused. 

An  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  that  a  rejected  applicant  may 
again  petition  at  the  next  stated  Conclave  after  his  rejection,  was 
referred  to  an  appropriate  committee. 

Complimentary  action  was  had  in  regard  to  Sir  Henry  W.  Rugg, 
Past  Grand  Commander,  about  to  remove  from  the  jurisdiction  to 
take  up  his  residence  in  Halifax,  N.  S.  The  Order  of  the  Red  Cross 
and  the  Drill  were  exemplified  by  St.  Omer  Commandery. 

The  Sixty-eighth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  the  same  place 
October  30th,  Grand  Commander  Dean  presiding.  Thirty-four 
Commanderies  were  represented. 

A  note  in  front  of  the  pamphlet  informs  us : 

“By  an  error  of  long  standing  the  Annual  Assemblies  have  been 
numbered  incorrectly — this  appearing  in  print  as  the  Sixty-eighth 
Assembly.  It  should  read,  ‘The  Seventy-third  Annual  Assembly  of 
the  Grand  Commandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  1  in 
accordance  with  the  facts.” 

Grand  Commander  Dean  presented  another  delightfully  written 
address,  confined,  however,  to  local  matters.  It  shows  that  his 
official  duties  were  faithfully  performed.  He  represented  the  Grand 
Commandery  at  Worcester  on  the  reinterment,  with  civic  and  Ma¬ 
sonic  ceremonies,  of  the  remains  of  Isaiah  Thomas,  a  distinguished 
Mason  and  a  prominent  man  in  Revolutionary  times. 

He  discusses  the  financial  affairs  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
which  are  not  satisfactory — the  expenditures  having  exceeded  the 
receipts  for  several  years.  The  income  is  fluctuating,  consisting 
mainly  of  “  the  five  dollar  dues  from  each  Subordinate  Comman¬ 
dery,  and  of  the  four  dollar  dues  from  each  Knight  created.” 

The  death  of  Past  Deputy  Grand  Master  John  McClellan  is  feel¬ 
ingly  announced.  We  quote  from  the  conclusion  the  following: 

“Is  then  our  Knightly  mission  ended,  and  do  we  bear  our  swords 
in  vain  ?  Ah,  no  ;  our  mission  is  yet  loftier,  our  weapons  have  a 
diviner  service.  Of  the  warfare  ever  waging  between  good  and 
evil,  of  the  dangers  and  temptations  that  beset  our  march  towards 
the  heavenly  Jerusalem,  our  good  blades  are  symbolic.  They  recall 
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the  fierce  struggles  in  which  they  triumphed  for  the  Sepulchre  and 
the  Cross,  and,  freed  from  sanguine  stain,  they  speak  of  mightier 
victories,  won  through  chastity,  through  love  of  our  fellow-men, 
and  voices  raised  in  behalf  of  the  oppressed s 

“  We  have  fallen  upon  happier  days.  Our  labor  is  in  a  peaceful 
sphere  ;  but  even  more  gloriously  can  we  there  exemplify  the  prin¬ 
ciples  of  our  noble  Institution.  Founded,  as- it  is,  on  the  Chris¬ 
tian  religion,  and  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues,  wide  as 
the  world  in  its  tenets  and  philanthropy,  never  sectarian,  there  is 
hardly  a  limit  to  its  usefulness  in  family,  church,  and  state.  Rich 
in  sacred  and  glorious  associations,  illustrated  by  Knightly  deeds 
and  patient  suffering,  our  Order  appeals  to  the  noblest  qualities  of 
our  nature,  and  urges  us  to  the  performance  of  the  loftiest  duties — 
to  aid  the  distressed,  to  support  the  weak,  and  so  to  live  that  men, 
seeing  our  good  works,  may  glorify  our  Father. 

“Whether  we  are  in  conclave  or  in  banquet-hall  the  wondrous 
history  of  our  Order  is  an  inspiration ;  our  solemn  ceremonies 
subdue  us  and  move  us  toward  the  better  way.  Vigor  is  added  to  the 
performance  of  our  daily  duties ;  honor  controls  us;  our  lives  be¬ 
come  a  common  good.  Human  will  can  do  much,  but  the  strength 
that  receives  its  nurture  from  on  high  can  do  infinitely  more.  Let 
us  strive,  then,  to  quicken  our  lives  with  a  renewed  sense  of  the 
good  we  may  accomplish  to  ourselves  and  others.” 

The  Trustees  report  that  the  Grand  Fund  amounts  to  $16,316.92, 
The  Finance  Committee  consider  that  a  change  in  the  financial 
system  is  indispensable  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
and  it  is  to  take  the  matter  into  consideration  and  report  at  the  next 
Conclave. 

The  Grand  Recorder  submitted  a  valuable  report,  embracing 
Templar  statistics,  which  we  would  gladly  insert  here  were  it  not 
that  we  have  already  appropriated  the  Maine  statistics  and  have  not 
room  for  more.  He  concludes  : 

“Kindly  words  of  sympathy  and  of  duty  express  the  sense  of  ob¬ 
ligations  resting  upon  the  living.  The  printed  proceedings  record 
the  evidence  of  Templar  purification  abroad  as  at  home,  and  the 
need  of  mutual  help  and  mutual  forbearance  characterize  the  doings 
and  the  sayings  of  those  in  correspondence  with  this  office,  and 
make  us  grateful  for  these  associations.” 

The  Committee  on  Constitution  report  that  it  does  not  “regard 
it  as  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  as  a  loyal  Subordinate  of 
the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  to  subject  its  Consti¬ 
tution  to  all  the  vicissitudes  and  changes,  either  in  principle  or 
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policy,  which  may  arise  under  the  varying  legislations  or  official 
decisions  of  the  General  Grand  Body,  and  especially  when  funda¬ 
mental  doctrines  and  long-settled  usages  of  Masonry  are  ignored  by 
such  legislation  or  decision.” 

We  do  not  like  the  spirit  of  this  declaration,  for  if  it  means  any¬ 
thing,  it  is  that  the  Grand  Commandery  will  not  accept  such  legis¬ 
lation  of  the  Grand  Encampment  as  does  not  meet  its  approval. 
This  portends  something  worse  than  the  uniform  rebellion ;  for  if  that 
Grand  Commandery  may  repudiate  a  part  of  the  law,  it  may  repu¬ 
diate  the  whole,  and  so,  of  course,  may  every  other  Grand  Body  in 
the  United  States. 

The  Committee  recommended  several  changes  for  the  purpose  of 
conformity  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  nothing 
being  said  about  conforming  to  the  Code.  One  of  the  amendments 
provides: 

“If  a  candidate  be  rejected,  no  new  petition  for  the  Orders  shall 
be  presented  until  after  the  expiration  of  four  months  from  the  time 
of  such  rejection.” 

Obituaries  of  Sir  John  McClellan  and  of  Past  Grand  Master 
Charles  H.  Titus  were  presented. 

Sir  Benjamin  Dean,  Grand  Generalissimo  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment,  was  introduced,  and  welcomed  with  the  honors  due  his  ex¬ 
alted  station. 

Memorial  pages  are  devoted  to  Sirs  McClellan  and  Titus,  and 
also  to  Sir  Abraham  Annis  Dame,  Grand  Master  in  1835-36,  whose 
likeness  embellishes  the  volume.  Sir  Dame  died  November  14th, 
1878,  after  the  Annual  Conclave,  aged  eighty-six  years.  A  me¬ 
morial  sketch  is  given,  from  which  we  learn  that  he  was  made  a 
Mason  on  the  27th  March,  1818. 

Of  course  there  is  no  report  on  correspondence. 

Commanderies,  39;  Knighted,  214;  members,  5835. 

Sir  John  Dean,  Worcester,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Alfred 
F.  Chapman,  Boston,  Grand  Recorder,  re-elected. 

MICHIGAN,  1878. 

The  Twenty-second  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Detroit,  May 
14th,  R.  E.  Sir  Hugh  McCurdy,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
All  the  Commanderies,  thirty,  represented. 
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The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  both  interesting  and 
able.  A  large  part  is  devoted  to  the  last  Triennial  and  Michigan’s 
part  therein.  Seven  decisions  are  reported,  all  of  which  were  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  Two  of  them  are  of  general 
interest,  and  are  as  follows: 

“  No  Subordinate  Commandery  within  this  Jurisdiction  can  act 
upon  the  petition  of  a  Companion  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood, 
who  is  a  resident  of  another  Grand  Jurisdiction,  without  the  consent 
of  the  Grand  Commander  and  the  Subordinate  Commandery  within 
whose  Jurisdiction  the  petitioner  resides;  nor  can  a  Subordinate 
Commandery  of  this  Jurisdiction  waive  the  jurisdiction  of  its  mate¬ 
rial  in  favor  of  a  Subordinate  Commandery  of  a  Sister  Jurisdiction 
without  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Commander. 

“Under  Article  XXXIII,  of  the  Code  of  the  Grand  Encampment, 
an  objection  to  conferring  the  Orders  applies  only  to  a  Companion 
who  has  not  received  the  Order  of  Red  Cross  Knight;  after  that 
has  been  conferred,  an  objection  will  not  stop  his  advancement, 
unless  made  in  writing,  so  that  the  Knight  may  be  heard  in  his 
defence,  and  a  decision  had  thereon  by  the  Commandery.” 


Both  of  which’we  heartily  approve  ;  but,  as  will  be  seen  by  refer¬ 
ence  to  our  review  of  Illinois  for  1878,  the  Grand  Master  has  taken 
a  different  view  of  the  second  question,  and  decided  that  such  an 
objection  is  absolute  until  removed. 

In  tender  terms  the  Grand  Commander  announces  the  death  of 
Sir  Orrin  Welch  and  Sir  James  B.  Newton,  Grand  Junior  Warden 
of  Michigan,  to  whom  memorial  pages  are  devoted. 

The  Grand  Commander  takes  advanced  ground  in  favor  of  public 
parades,  and  we  are  not  sure  that  he  is  not  nearer  right  than  those 
who,  though  constantly  deploring  parades,  are  constantly  allowing 
them.  He  presents  a  clear,  courteous,  and  manly  statement  of  his 
views,  from  which  we  take  the  following : 

“  Knight  Templarism  is  imbedded  in  the  principles  of  military 
discipline,  and  to  forego  its  character  is  to  lose  sight  of  the  grand 
history  of  the  Crusades,  in  which  the  Order  was  literally  baptized  in 
blood  for  the  redemption  of  the  Holy  Land  and  the  protection  of  the 
Christian.  The  sword  and  plume  of  the  Knight  are  the  distinctive 
features  that  mark  us  from  all  other  orders  of  the  day,  and  to  repress 
public  parades  would  be  to  give  up  the  sword  to  corrosion  and  the 
plume  to  the  moth.  The  martial  spirit  of  the  Knighthood  is  no 
part  of  the  secret  work  of  the  Asylum,  but  it  is  essential  to  the  har¬ 
mony  of  the  fabric  and  the  traditions  of  centuries.  To  abandon 
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public  parade  and  the  authority  of  tactics  and  drill  would  be  to  rob 
the  Templar  of  his  lofty  character  by  reducing  him  to  the  status  of 
a  carpet  knight. 

“  Those  Grand  Commanders  who  regret  the  public  military  char¬ 
acter  of  the  Knights  Templar  seem  to  forget  that  the  Order  is  no 
part  of  Masonry  further  than  to  require  that  each  Knight  shall  have 
passed  the  ordeal  of  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  be  chosen  from  among 
the  specially  elect. 

“  Save  this  exaction,  Masonry  adds  no  force  to  Templarism  ;  nor 
does  the  former  depend  on  the  advance  and  work  of  Knighthood ; 
nor  can  the  public  parade  subtract  one  iota  from  the  vows  of  the 
Templar  or  his  duty  in  the  Asylum. 

“  Constituted  as  society  is  to-day,  the  fraternal  spirit  of  man  goes 
out  to  the  world  for  relaxation  from  the  stern  necessities  of  vow  and 
obligation,  to  linger  for  awhile  in  the  genial  sunbeam  of  public  ap¬ 
plause  and  general  admiration.  To  a  desire  for  excellence  we  are 
all  educated  in  every  phase  of  life — from  the  cradle  to  the  grave; 
and  if  the  ambition  of  the  Knight  finds  his  cynosure  is  the  beauty 
of  parade  and  the  excitement  of  the  drill,  it  is  but  the  cropping  out 
of  that  education  which  in  maturer  days  is  safely  blended  with  the 
sterner  duties  of  the  Cross  and  Crown.  We  must  take  man’s  nature 
as  it  is,  and  allow  it  full  play  in  the  divertisements  of  life.  If,  then, 
the  Knight  enjoys  the  innocent  and  congenial  excitement  of  public 
festal  and  tourney  competition  as  a  recreation,  where  is  he  more 
safe  than  amid  the  cultivated  Fraters,  who  keep  watch  and  guard 
each  over  the  other  ?  To  say  that  in  the  parade  he  loses  sight  of 
the  great  object  of  life,  is  to  affirm  that  the  devout  Christian,  in  the 
gayeties  and  cultured  enjoyment  of  earth,  forgets  his  faith  and  his 
duties  toward  that  other  land  where  life  becomes  immortal. 

“With  these  views  pressing  upon  me,  and  knowing  that  every 
Knight  Templar  is  called  from  the  elite  of  manhood,  and  chosen 
from  the  selected  few  who  have  passed  a  searching  ordeal,  I  am  de¬ 
cidedly  in  favor  of  fostering  the  so-called  military  spirit  of  our 
Order — the  very  essence  of  which  are  courteous  action,  grace  of 
movement,  precision,  promptitude,  and  subordination.” 


Grand  Master  Hurlbut  and  General  Grand  Recorder  Parvin 
made  an  official  visitation,  and  were  appropriately  and  formally  re¬ 
ceived  and  welcomed.  Official  jewels  were  presented  to  several 
Past  Grand  Commanders. 

A  singular  question  was  the  subject  of  a  report  from  the  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Grievances.  Ann  Arbor  Commandery,  No.  13,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  1871,  levied  an  assessment  on  its  members  of  five  dol¬ 
lars  each  for  the  purpose  of  paying  its  indebtedness.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  resolved  that  any  member  who  should  pay  ten  dollars 
should  be  exempt  from  the  assessment  and  from  the  payment  of 
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annual  dues  for  twenty  years.  The  annual  dues  were  one  dollar. 
Sixty  days  were  allowed  for  members  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
privilege,  but  the  time  was  extended  to  December  4th,  1871.  Feb¬ 
ruary  26th,  1872,  one  of  the  members  paid  to  the  Recorder  ten  dol¬ 
lars,  for  which  he  received  a  receipt  “  for  advance  dues  for  twenty 
years  from  April  4th,  1871.”  August  2d,  1875,  annual  dues 
were  increased  to  three  dollars,  and  on  the  theory  that  the  advanced 
payment  was  an  exemption  as  to  the  one  dollar  annual  dues,  he  was 
charged  with  two  dollars,  the  increased  amount  only,  which  he  re¬ 
fused  to  pay. 

The  Committee  held  that  the  facts  constitute  a  contract  by  the 
terms  of  which  the  Commandery  can  have  no  legal  claim  upon  the 
member  for  dues  before  April  4th,  1891.  Thirty-three  members 
availed  themselves  of  the  privilege,  and  the  Committee  say  : 

“  The  said  thirty-three  members  were,  at  the  time  of  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  these  resolutions,  a  large  majority  of  the  entire  membership  ; 
and  it  was  under  their  management  that  the  Commandery  became 
involved  in  debt;  and  it  was  through  their  arguments  and  by  their 
votes  that  this  action  was  taken.” 

The  Committee  recommended  that  the  member  be  charged  with 
the  regular  dues  provided  by  the  By-Laws,  and  credited  with  the  ten 
dollars  advanced.  The  report  of  the  Committee  was  approved,  and 
we  are  somewhat  afraid  that  what  the  Committee  regarded  as  a 
binding  contract  in  law  was  set  aside  upon  rather  slight  grounds  of 
equity.  The  result  does  not  surprise  us  as  much  as  the  fact  that  a 
Knight  Templar  would  insist  on  the  specific  performance  of  such  a 
contract — one  that  he  must  know  would  shortly  result  in  the  ruin  of 
his  Commandery.  Shylock’s  contention  becomes  respectable  at  last. 

A  revision  of  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  is  to  be  made.  The 
Tactics  compiled  by  Sir  Eugene  Robinson,  Captain-General  of  De¬ 
troit  Commandery,  was  adopted. 

The  Ann  Arbor  affair  resulted  in  the  adoption  of  the  following : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  dues  of  Subordinate  Commanderies  shall  be 
payable  at  fixed  periods,  to  be  defined  by  the  By-Laws;  that  the 
same  shall  not,  upon  any  pretence,  or  under  any  circumstances,  be 
commuted  or  discounted,  but  shall  remain  a  fixed  and  reliable  source 
of  revenue,  for  the  payment  of  current  expenses.” 

The  officers  were  installed  by  the  Grand  Master. 
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The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  gotten  up  in  the  peculiar  style  of 
the  Grand  Recorder,  Sir  William  P.  Innes.  It  fills  one  hundred 
and  seventy-three  pages,  and  pleasantly  and  courteously  reviews 
twenty-nine  jurisdictions,  including  Pennsylvania  for  1877.  He 
extracts  freely  from  the  Proceedings,  giving  a  very  accurate  and  full 
idea  of  what  is  going  on  and  being  said  everywhere. 

Here  are  two  specimens,  under  New  York  and  Ohio  respectively, 
on  a  very  familiar  subject  : 

“  Why  agitate  this  poor,  dead  subject  any  more?  Did  not  we  have 
styles  enough  of  uniforms  to  take  our  choice  from,  during  the  Mate 
gathering  at  Cleveland.’  As  for  ourselves,  we  thought  all  ought  to 
be  suited,  as  every  Commandery  represented  seemed  to  have  its  own 
peculiar  uniform,  from  top  boots,  spurs,  and  brass  buttons  down  to 
what  is  known  as  the  ‘  John  W.  Simons  Regulation  Uniform.’  ” 

‘‘Oh,  shame,  Sir  Enoch,  to  interfere  with  the  ‘boys’  leggings!’ 
Why  not  have  referred  the  matter  to  the  Committee  on  Uniform 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States?  They  would  have 
said,  ‘If  any  body  of  Templars  want  leggings,  and  only  make  fuss 
enough  about  it,  let  them  have  it.’  ” 

He  quotes  liberally  from  Grand  Commander  Kauffman’s  address 
and  from  Sir  Church’s  Report  on  Correspondence.  Of  Sir 
Church  he  savs : 

“  Sir  Knight  Church’s  reports  take  first  rank  among  the  many, 
and  to  read  them  is  to  learn  much  of  Templar  Law  and  Jurispru¬ 
dence.” 

Of  the  engraving  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hopkins  he  says : 

“  It  is  a  good  likeness  of  a  good  man,  and  true  and  courteous  Sir 
Knight.” 

And  we  can  say  the  same  of  the  likeness  of  Grand  Commander 
McCurdy,  which  graces  the  volume  before  us. 

Commanderies,  30 ;  Knighted,  155;  members,  2417. 

Sir  Hollis  F.  Knapp,  Jackson,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir 
William  P.  Innes,  as  usual,  Grand  Recorder. 

MINNESOTA,  1877,  1878. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Minneapolis,  June 
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25th,  1877,  Sir  Delos  A.  Monfort,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Nine  Commanderies  represented. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  a  business-like  paper, 

jt 

and  presented  the  doings  of  the  year  in  a  thoroughly  intelligent  man¬ 
ner.  The  labors  of  the  first  day  were  concluded  by  a  banquet, 
tendered  by  the  Sir  Knights  of  Zion  Commandery,  No.  2,  and 
Darius  Commandery,  No.  7.  We  find  this  very  dubious  reference 
to  the  banquet:  “Suffice  to  say  of  the  performance,  that  the  Sir 
Knights  of  the  Commanderies  named  were  abundantly  satisfied  that 
their  generous  hospitality  was  appreciated,  as  the  ‘  wee  sma  hours  ’ 
found  them  still  in  the  banquet  hall.”  We  were  at  first  disposed  to 
place  a  construction  on  this  sentence,  but  have  thought  better  of  it 
and  will  let  it  pass  as  it  is. 

A  communication  was  received  from  the  City  Council  tendering 
the  freedom  of  the  city,  which  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  commission  of  Sir  Robert  L.  McCormick  as  the  Represen¬ 
tative  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  was  presented, 
and  the  Sir  Knight  received  with  the  usual  honors. 

In  order  to  liquidate  the  indebtedness  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
the  Finance  Committee  recommended  an  assessment  of  twenty  cents 
upon  each  member  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies.  This  gave 
rise  to  considerable  discussion  as  to  the  power  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  to  levy  such  assessment,  but  the  question  was  settled  by  a 
delegate  from  each  Commandery  giving  his  personal  pledge  that  his 
Commandery  would  pay  twenty  cents  for  each  member  returned. 

The  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  was  re-elected,  but  thanking  the 
Grand  Commandery  for  the  honor,  positively  declined. 

The  Thirteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Winona,  June  24th, 
1878,  Sir  Elbridge  F.  Dodge,  K.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Nine  Commanderies  represented. 

Sir  John  W.  Woodhull,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  of  Wisconsin, 
commissioned  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master  of  the 
United  States,  was  received  with  honors.  We  are  not  favored  with 
the  address  of  welcome,  but  we  have  the  reply  of  Sir  Woodhull, 
and  are  pleased  with  the  exalted  spirit  which  pervades  it. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  was  well  written,  especially 
in  the  obituary  portion  of  it.  In  announcing  the  death  of  Sir 
Orrin  Welch,  Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  men¬ 
tions  him  as  “  III.  Bro.  Orrin  Welch,  330.”  The  fore  and  aft 
part  of  this  we  don’t  like.  They  are  terms  unknown  in  Templarism, 
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and  are  out  of  place.  Individually  we  have  some  acquaintance  with 
them,  but  prefer  they  should  be  relegated  to  where  they  belong  and 
not  blended  with  other  departments  of  the  fraternity.  The  Grand 
Commander  is  opposed  to  stated  dues.  He  says :  “  My  belief  is 
that  when  a  member  pays  for  his  degrees  or  orders,  unless  in  an 
emergency,  or  for  charity,  he  should  not  be  taxed  and  taxed,  and 
threatened  with  expulsion  for  non-compliance,  when  to  acknowledge 
his  incapacity  would  be  humility.”  The  Committee  to  whom  this 
portion  of  the  address  was  referred  reported  as  follows:  “That  the 
expressions  of  the  R.  E.  Grand  Commander  in  reference  to  the 
abolition  of  stated  dues  are  undoubtedly  correct  in  theory,  but  in 
the  opinion  of  your  Committee  the  result  of  the  practical  working 
of  the  theory  would  deprive,  not  only  this  Grand  Body,  but  every 
Subordinate  adopting  the  system,  of  the  revenue  necessary  for  its  ex¬ 
istence.  The  burden  of  supporting  the  Commandery  would  be 
borne  by  a  few,  while  the  benefits  derived  from  membership  would 
be  enjoyed  by  the  non-contributing  as  well  as  the  contributing  mem¬ 
bers.”  The  views  of  the  Committee  were  approved,  and  we  approve 
them,  too,  with  the  further  observation  that  the  theory  of  the  Grand 
Commander  will  never  develop  into  practice  until  the  millennium 
arrives,  not  a  day  sooner. 

The  Grand  Recorder  reports  that  he  forwarded  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  dues  to  the  General  Grand  Recorder  August  3d,  1877, 
and  received  an  acknowledgment,  stating  that  the  payment  would 
be  included  in  the  supplementary  report  to  the  Grand  Encampment 
and  appear  in  the  published  Proceedings.  The  payment  was  not 
included  in  the  supplementary  report,  nor  did  it  appear  in  the  pub¬ 
lished  Proceedings,  although  the  latter  did  not  appear  for  seven  or 
eight  months  thereafter,  and  the  consequence  is  that  Sir  Parvin  has 
to  submit  to  a  severe  racket  at  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Recorder  and 
the  Finance  Committee.  A  Charter  for  a  new  Commandery  was 
granted  which  ought  not  to  have  been  granted.  The  Commandery 
had  worked  under  dispensation,  and  the  Committee  reported  that 
“  the  records  show  that  it  has  been  a  common  practice  with  this 
Commandery  to  receive  petitions  and  allow  the  ballots  to  be  spread 
upon  the  same  at  the  same  Conclave  when  they  were  received ;  and 
in  some  cases  a  companion  has  petitioned  for  and  received  the  orders 
in  the  same  Conclave.”  The  Committee  excused  the  irregularity 
on  the  ground  that  it  “was  the  result  of  ignorance  of  the  law,  and 
not  intentional  violation.”  Our  notion  is  that  any  body  of  Sir 
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Knights  manifesting  such  gross  ignorance  of  the  law  is  unfit  to  be 
trusted  with  a  chartered  Commandery,  and  the  most  that  should 
have  been  done  was  the  continuance  of  the  dispensation  until  that 
ignorance  became  somewhat  dissipated. 

A  Special  Committee  on  the  representative  system  reported  favor¬ 
ably  the  conferring  of  the  brevet  rank  of  Grand  Generalissimo  upon 
all  Representatives  of  that  Commandery,  provided  that  such  Rep¬ 
resentatives  are  permanent  members  of  the  Grand  Body  to  which^ 
they  are  accredited.  The  Committee  expressed  the  further  opinion 
that  the  honor  of  such  appointments  should  be  distributed  among 
the  Sir  Knights  of  the  Grand  Body,  and  not  as  at  present  be  held  by 
a  very  few  in  number.  Resolutions  embodying  the  views  of  the 
Committee  were  presented  and  adopted. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  that  no  candidate  shall  receive  the 
Orders  of  Knighthood  until  he  has  provided  himself  with  a  uniform, 
or  deposited  with  the  Recorder  of  the  Commandery  a  sum  of  money 
sufficient  to  purchase  it,  and  requiring  all  Subordinate  Commander- 
ies  to  alter  their  By-Laws  to  conform  to  the  requirements  of  the  res¬ 
olution.  This  is  an  excellent  regulation,  but  must  be  rigidly  en¬ 
forced.  A  better  system  we  think  prevails  in  the  Commanderies  of 
Pittsburgh  and  Allegheny — one  which  works  without  theleast  friction. 
The  fee  for  dubbing  and  membership  is  placed  at  such  a  figure  as  to 
cover  the  cost  of  a  uniform,  which  is  supplied  by  the  Command¬ 
ery. 

The  Conclave  was  closed  with  a  banquet  tendered  by  Coeur  de 
Lion  Commandery,  No.  3,  after  which  two  hours  were  spent  in  so¬ 
cial  concourse,  enlivened  by  music  and  speeches.  A  pleasant  feature 
of  the  occasion  was  the  rendering  by  the  Grand  Prelate,  who  is  up¬ 
wards  of  eighty  years  of  age,  of  some  of  the  songs  that  were  sung  at 
Masonic  gatherings  in  his  younger  days,  and  reminiscences  of  the 
anti-Masonic  days. 

Sir  A.  T.  C.  Pierson  furnishes  the  Report  on  Correspondence.  It 
reviews  in  a  genial,  kindly  way,  thirty-one  Proceedings,  and  covers 
fifty-five  pages.  Pennsylvania  is  fraternally  treated  in  a  two-page 
notice.  We  had  several  passages  marked  for  special  mention,  but 
the  length  of  our  review  of  the  Proceedings  and  the  work  which  we 
have  yet  to  accomplish  stays  our  pen. 

Commanderies,  11  ;  Knighted,  71;  members,  677. 

Sir  William  Lochren,  Minneapolis,  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
A.  T.  C.  Pierson,  St.  Paul,  Grand  Recorder. 


144 


Proceedings  Annual  Conclave ,  1879. 


MISSISSIPPI,  1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Vicksburg,  May 
14th,  1878,  Sir  William  A.  Fairchild,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Thirteen  Commanderies  represented. 

Sir  Walter  L.  Bragg,  the  R.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Master  of  the 
^Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  being  present,  was  duly  es¬ 
corted  to  the  Grand  Commandery,  where  he  was  heartily  welcomed 
by  the  Grand  Commander. 

In  the  afternoon,  under  the  escort  of  Magnolia  Commandery,  No. 
2,  an  excursion  was  made  up  the  Mississippi  River,  through  Old 
River,  to  the  Yazoo,  a  distance  of  forty  miles  going  and  return¬ 
ing. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  quite  lengthy,  but  very- 
interesting  withal.  We  have  read  it  several  times  with  renewed  pleas* 
ure.  It  is  thoroughly  of  the  business  order,  and  that. is  why  we  like  it 
so  well.  Sir  Fairchild  is  evidently  a  man  of  wit.  He  had  early  been 
impressed  with  the  idea  that  Grand  Representatives  must  be  great 
men,  and  when  he  became  Grand  Commander  and  had  several  ap¬ 
pointments  to  make,  he  determined  to  ascertain  what  manner  of 
men  they  were.  Accordingly,  when  he  communicated  with  his  ap¬ 
pointees  he  solicited  their  photographs,  which  he  promptly  received 
and  presented  to  the  Grand  Commandery.  He  pronounces  them 
1 ‘  a  fine-looking  set.  ”  We  find  Past  Grand  Commander  Dusenberry 
among  them.  He  also  says  : 

“The  Committees  on  Foreign  Correspondence  of  the  various  juris¬ 
dictions  have  had  a  great  deal  to  say  about  this  system  of  Grand 
Representatives,  many  finding  no  use  for  them,  but  I  claim,  if  they 
are  all  like  ours,  they  will  do  to  make  pictures,  if  nothing  more ; 
and  considering  myself  competent  for  this,  I  have  accepted  a  com¬ 
mission  as  the  Grand  Representative  of  Iowa,  and  have  recom¬ 
mended  the  following  Sir  Knights  as  Grand  Representatives  for  the 
following  Grand  Jurisdictions,  without  vouching  as  to  their  qualifi¬ 
cations  in  this  particular .  ’  ’ 

He  ingeniously  adds  his  fear  that  the  Grand  Commander  of  Iowa 
does  not  agree  with  him  as  to  his  qualifications  in  that  respect,  as  no 
order  for  his  photograph  has  been  received. 

He  refers  to  the  Triennial  Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
at  Cleveland,  and  relates  the  general  transactions  of  that  body.  He 
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points  with  commendable  pride  to  the  fact  that  “Mississippi  had  a 
full  representation,  and  was  the  only  jurisdiction  from  the  South 
whose  banner  was  unfurled  at  that  place  and  borne  in  the  street- 
parade.”  In  closing  his  address  he  presented  to  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  a  gavel  made  of  wood  from  Mamre  and  Mt.  Olivet. 

In  laying  down  this  address  we  sadly  realize  that  the  warm  heart 
which  inspired  it  is  still  in  death.  In  four  brief  months  afterwards 
Sir  Fairchild  fell  nobly  at  the  post  of  duty.  During  the  preva¬ 
lence  of  the  yellow  fever,  which  fearfully  scourged  and  ravaged  so 
many  places  in  the  South  last  summer,  he  labored  with  sublime  hero¬ 
ism  and  noble  fortitude  to  relieve  the  suffering  and  distress  which 
prevailed  around  him,  steadily  refusing  to  leave  the  post  of  danger, 
because  to  him  it  was  the  post  of  duty ;  and  while  he  labored  un¬ 
conscious  of  self,  the  summons  came  to  him,  and  he  laid  down  his 
life  for  his  friends,  and  on  the  20th  of  September  his  heroic  spirit 
passed  away.  Surely  he  shall  receive  a  crown  of  life. 

From  a  correspondence  embodied  in  the  report  of  the  Grand  Re¬ 
corder,  we  learn  that  on  October  nth,  1877,  a  Committee  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  forwarded  to  the  Natchez  Protestant  Orphan 
Asylum  a  Templar  medal  of  silver,  “  to  be  worn  by  the  scholars  under 
such  regulations  as  the  lady  managers  may  deem  best,  report  to  be 
made  to  Grand  Commandery  annually.”  Under  date  of  May  nth, 
1878,  the  Secretary  of  the  Asylum  reports  that  the  medal  has  been  so 
highly  appreciated  and  has  excited  the  ambition  of  the  children  to 
such  a  degree  that  it  has  often  been  difficult  to  decide  to  whom  it 
should  be  awarded.  One  pupil  wore  it  in  November  and  December, 
another  in  the  three  following  months,  when  on  April  1st  it  passed 
to  a  third,  who  still  held  it.  The  orphans  generally  during  the  year, 
besides  good  deportment,  showed  an  increased  interest  in  their 
studies,  eight  of  whom  “have  had  perfect  reports  at  school.”  And 
these  good  results  are  attributed  to  the  Templar  medal.  The  Grand 
Recorder  adds  that  the  medal  was  paid  for  out  of  the  per  diem  and 
mileage  of  one  of  the  Grand  Officers,  whose  name  he  is  under  orders 
not  to  mention. 

The  Committee  on  Work,  appointed  two  years  before,  presented  a 
report,  in  which  they  say  they  visited  a  number  of  Commanderies  in 
different  jurisdictions,  and  conversed  with  some  of  the  best  ritualists 
they  could  find,  and  found  but  little  difference.  The  most  perfect 
work  in  their  estimation  is  that  of  Kentucky.  At  their  request  a 
Special  Committee  of  seven  was  appointed  to  examine  the  Kentucky 
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work  and  that  of  the  Order  of  Malta,  as  submitted  by  the  Grand 
Encampment,  with  a  view  to  theiradoption  if  the  Committee  approve. 
This  Committee  subsequently  reported  that  the  Kentucky  work  is  so 
similar  to  that  of  Mississippi  that  they  see  no  cause  to  change  the 
work,  except  to  add  “  a  few  very  elegant  embellishments  ”  which 
they  recommend.  They  approve  the  Malta  work,  and  recommend 
that  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  have  permission  to  confer  or 
communicate  it  as  they  may  elect.  After  some  discussion  the  report 
was  adopted.  And  now  for  the  “  few  very  elegant  embellishments.” 
We  have  no  sort  of  idea  what  they  are,  but  on  general  principles  we 
are  suspicious  of  them.  In  ninety-nine  cases  out  of  a  hundred  “  em¬ 
bellishments  ”  in  Masonic  and  Templar  ritual  are  mischievous.  The 
suggestion  of  the  bare  word  alarms  us,  but  when  in  front  of  it  is  put 
“  elegant,”  and  in  front  of  that  “very,”  and  we  read  “very  ele¬ 
gant  embellishments,”  it - well,  we  simply  don’t  like  it.  The 

changes,  we  hope,  are  not  as  bad  as  we  fear  they  are. 

Invitations  to  visit  the  public  schools  and  the  rooms  of  the  Young 
Men’s  Christian  Association  were  accepted.  We  find  that  the 
schools  were  visited,  but  have  looked  in  vain  for  the  evidence  that 
the  Sir  Knights  availed  themselves  of  the  latter  invitation,  although 
we  hope  they  did.  A  resolution  was  adopted  that  hereafter,  imme¬ 
diately  after  the  opening  of  each  Annual  Conclave,  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  will  in  a  body  attend  some  place  of  divine  worship  to  offer 
up  thanks  and  supplications  to  God,  according  to  the  ancient  usage 
of  the  Order,  and  a  Committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  prepare 
and  print  a  ritual  for  such  service.  A  Committee  was  appointed  to 
revise  and  determine  the  boundaries  of  the  Subordinate  Command¬ 
eries,  to  report  at  the  next  Annual  Conclave.  Suitable  resolutions 
of  thanks  to  the  Grand  Commander,  the  Sir  Knights  of  Magnolia 
Commandery,  No.  2,  the  citizens  of  Vicksburg,  the  firemen  of 
Vicksburg,  the  Firemen’s  Silver  Cornet  Band,  the  Superintendent 
and  Teachers  of  Main  Street  Public  School,  railroads,  steamboats, 
etc.,  were  adopted. 

Sir  E.  George  De  Lap,  in  thirty-eight  pages,  reviews  the  Pro¬ 
ceedings  of  twenty-five  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania,  for  1877,  re¬ 
ceiving  courteous  notice.  Sir  De  Lap  says  of  Sir  Church  that  he 
“  gets  up  a  first-class  report,  which  shows  a  faithful  discharge  of  the 
duty  assigned  him.”  Of  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  Consti¬ 
tution  providing  for  the  election  of  the  Senior  and  Junior  Wardens 
of  Subordinate  Commanderies,  he  says,  “We  fail  to  see  the  neces- 
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sity  or  wisdom  of  this  proposition  as  applied  to  Subordinate  Com¬ 
manderies,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  defeated.”  And  so  say  we.  The 
proposition  was  defeated  and  again  renewed.  It  seems  to  be  a 
pleasant  hobby  of  a  few  of  our  worthy  Sir  Knights,  which  they  will 
for  all  time  to  come  probably  set  up  annually  to  have  knocked  down. 

Sir  De  Lap  knows  how  to  write  a  report,  and  is  fearless  in  express¬ 
ing  his  opinions,  but  he  puts  entirely  too  much  “  gall  and  worm¬ 
wood  ”  into  them.  We  regret  that  for  that  reason  we  are  unable  to 
call  it  pleasant  reading.  The  apparently  indiscriminate  use  of  ugly 
words  makes  us  shudder.  We  say  this  very  sorrowfully. 

In  reviewing  Iowa  he  exhibits  a  marked  spirit  of  insubordination, 
not  only  to  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  also  to  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery.  He  says,  “Whenever  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  the 
State  Grand  Commanderies  presume  to  say  who  are  and  who  are  not 
members  of  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  they  exceed  the  limit 
of  their  just  powers,  and  we  cannot  and  will  not  obey."  This  is 
most  surprising  doctrine.  It  is  clearly  within  the  scope  of  the 
powers  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  determine  the  qualifications 
of  a  Knight  Templar,  and  the  conditions  under  which  the  rights  of 
membership  in  the  Order  are  forfeited,  and  under  which  they  may 
be  restored.  Hostility  to  the  Grand  Encampment  per  se,  such  as 
we  find  permeating  this  entire  report,  has  nothing  to  do  with  the 
question.  Our  admiration  for  that  body  is  not  very  ardent,  but  we 
are  steadfast  in  the  belief  that  it  is  our  duty  to  acknowledge  and  re¬ 
spect  its  rightful  authority.  We  hope  that  similar  views  may  soon 
take  root  in  Mississippi,  and  that  our  brethren  there  and  elsewhere 
who  do  not  love  the  Grand  Encampment  will  render  it  cheerful  and 
Knightly  obedience  until  it  becomes  an  institution  that  was  and  is 
no  more,  and  when  that  event  happens  we  promise  that  we  shall  not 
be  numbered  among  the  mourners. 

Commanderies,  14;  Knighted,  27;  members,  460. 

Sir  William  G.  Paxton,  of  Vicksburg,  is  Grand  Commander, 
and  Sir  J.  L.  Power,  of  Jackson,  continues  Grand  Recorder. 


MISSOURI,  1877. 

The  Seventeenth  Annual  Conclave  met  at  St.  Louis,  October  2d, 
R.  E.  Sir  Frederick  B.  Young,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Twenty-six  Commanderies  represented. 
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As  a  frontispiece,  the  volume  contains  an  admirable  likeness  of 
the  lamented  Gouley. 

The  annual  address  is  brief,  well  written,  and  elegant.  We  give 
its  conclusion  : 

“  In  conclusion  :  What  of  our  Order  in  Missouri  ?  What  of  its 
influence  in  the  great  Templar  field?  What  of  its  charities?  The 
spirit  of  our  age  is  fearfully,  impetuously,  irresistibly  progressive. 
Laws,  religions,  arts,  sciences,  literature,  are  in  the  line  of  extended 
development.  Shall  we  not  keep  pace  with  this  ‘  onward  march  ’ 
by  expanding  our  charities,  promoting  social  happiness,  extending 
moral  improvement,  developing  nobler  faculties  of  soul?  We  are 
growing  in  numbers,  in  power,  in  wealth,  in  influence.  Are  we 
strengthening  our  efforts  to  silence  the  wail  of  sorrow  in  our  land  ? 
Are  we  comforting  widowed  hearts  and  drying  up  the  tears  of  or¬ 
phanage  ?  If  not,  then,  we  are  false  to  our  professions,  and  recreant 
in  our  duties  as  Templar  Masons ;  our  mission  is  a  failure,  and 
time,  which  has  recorded  our  origin,  our  rise,  our  splendor,  will 
record,  also,  our  fall.  Let  each  one  of  us  here  to-day,  Sir  Knights, 
resolve  that  in  future  we  will  labor,  by  our  own  examples,  to  enforce 
upon  others  the  ‘  almighty  force  and  importance  of  truth  that  we 
will  be  guided  in  our  lives  by  that  sublime  system  of  morals  incor¬ 
porated  in  the  teachings  of  the  Christian  religion.  Then  will  our 
Order  grow  in  usefulness,  and  encircle  within  its  folds  the  wise  and 
good  of  earth  ;  then  will  peace  reign  within  the  Templar  heart, 
and  the  sweet  charities  of  our  natures  rise  to  overflow  the  scenes  of 
common  life  like  incense  from  an  altar.” 

Sir  William  H.  Mayo,  who  had  charge  of  the  remains  of  Sir 
Gouley  from  St.  Louis  to  Wilmington,  presented  a  report  in  which 
the  Sir  Knights  of  Pittsburgh  and  Philadelphia  are  kindly  mentioned 
for  courteous  attention. 

The  Charter  of  Hugh  de  Payens,  No.  4,  was  surrendered,  and  the 
number  4  assigned  to  St.  Joseph,  No.  29,  in  lieu  of  the  latter  number. 

A  Charter  was  granted  to  Prince  of  Peace  Commandery  under 
dispensation. 

A  memorial  page  is  devoted  to  Sir  Gouley,  and  the  volume  con¬ 
tains  the  full  memorial  service  in  honor  of  his  memory  observed  at 
the  annual  communication  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Missouri  on  the 
nth  day  of  October,  1877,  and  which  was  adopted  by  the  Grand 
Commandery.  It  is  a  magnificent  tribute  to  the  memory  of  a  noble 
man. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  embraces  a  review  of  forty  volumes 
of  Proceedings,  twenty-seven  of  which  are  by  the  ill-fated  Gouley, 
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and  thirteen  by  Sir  William  H.  Mayo,  who  succeeds  him  both  as 
Grand  Recorder  and  Reporter.  Pennsylvania  for  1876  is  reviewed 
by  the  former,  and  for  1877  by  the  latter,  and  both  very  pleasantly. 
Sir  Mayo  seems  to  have  got  himself  well  seated  in  the  saddle,  and 
gives  excellent  promise  of  maintaining  the  high  standard  established 
by  his  predecessor. 


MISSOURI,  1878. 

The  Eighteenth  Annual  Conclave  met  at  St.  Louis,  October  8th, 
R.  E.  Sir  JohnR.  Parson,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Twenty- 
eight  Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  a  very  readable  paper.  The  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  modestly  says:  “  It  has  been  my  privilege  as  well  as  pleas¬ 
ure  to  visit  every  Commandery  in  the  State  during  the  year.” 

The  Committee  to  whom  the  address  was  referred,  say  : 

“It  is  a  feat  which  has  never  before  been  accomplished  by  any 
of  his  predecessors  in  office,  and  it  is  worthy  of  the  highest  commen¬ 
dation.” 

Two  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies  were  issued.  In  regard 
to  one  at  Butler,  in  Bates  County,  he  says  : 

“  I  twice  declined  to  grant  the  request,  but  reversed  my  decision 
in  response  to  a  third  call,  and  granted  the  dispensation.  My  ob¬ 
jection  was  not  to  the  location,  nor  to  the  petitioners,  but  as  nine 
of  them  were  from  Bayard  Commandery,  I  feared  their  withdrawal 
would  seriously  cripple  that  Commandery.” 

Were  it  not  that  the  Commandery  has  taken  the  honored  name  of 
Gouley,  we  would  feel  like  saying  that  yielding  to  the  third  call 
was  an  exhibition  of  weakness,  which  we  would  not  have  expected 
from  so  able  a  Commander.  His  address  presents  the  cases  of  sev¬ 
eral  feeble  Commanderies,  and  recommends  the  arrest  of  the  charter 
of  one,  and  the  consolidation  of  four  others  into  two.  In  this  case 
he  may  have  been  influenced  by  a  desire  to  see  the  name  of  the  la¬ 
mented  Gouley  honored,  but  it  would  have  been  much  better  to 
wait  until  an  opportunity  occurred  not  only  to  honor  but  to  per¬ 
petuate  the  name. 

Five  decisions  were  made,  in  all  of  which  we  concur.  The  only 
one  of  general  interest  is  that  a  “  Commandery  cannot  act  as  escort 
for  a  Lodge  at  the  burial  of  one  of  its  members  who  is  not  a  Tern- 
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plar.”  Notwithstanding  the  disapproval  of  the  Committee  on  Juris¬ 
prudence,  the  decision  was  sustained  by  the  Grand  Commandery,  as 
it  ought  to  have  been. 

Charters  were  granted  to  the  two  Commanderies  under  dispensa¬ 
tion.  The  report  of  a  Committee  on  the  Revision  of  the  Statutes  was 
taken  up,  each  article  separately  adopted,  a  motion  to  adopt  as  a 
whole  rejected,  and  the  report  referred  back  to  the  committee  to  re¬ 
port  again  at  the  next  Annual  Conclave.  The  recommendation  as 
to  the  arrest  of  charter  and  consolidation  of  Commanderies  was  re¬ 
ferred  to  a  committee. 

A  pleasant  Report  on  Correspondence  was  submitted  by  Sir  William 
H.  Mayo,  reviewing  the  Proceedings  of  twenty-seven  Grand  Bodies, 
Pennsylvania  for  1878  in  the  number.  He  informs  us  that  he  is 
under  instructions  to  make  his  report  brief,  and  brief  it  is.  In  re¬ 
viewing  Pennsylvania,  he  launches  out  just  a  little,  and  says  that  the 
statement  of  Grand  Commander  Egle  that  Pennsylvania  alone 
showed  her  allegiance  on  the  question  of  uniform  at  Cleveland,  is 
not  borne  out  by  the  facts.  He  defies  Sir  Egle  or  any  one  else  to 
name  a  Missouri  Templar  out  of  about  two  hundred  at  Cleveland 
who  did  not  appear  in  the  uniform  prescribed  by  the  edict  of  1862. 
As  Sir  Mayo  puts  it  that  way,  we  confess  we  do  not  want  to  name 
one  if  we  could,  and  we  assure  him  that  Sir  Egle  is  too  noble  a  man 
to  do  an  intentional  injustice.  We  are  glad  to  know  that  there  were 
others  obedient  to  the  law,  and  we  hope  that  the  number  may  con¬ 
tinue  to  increase  until  it  includes  the  whole  body  of  Templars,  and 
until  every  law  shall  be  respected  and  obeyed  everywhere. 

Pennsylvania  is  otherwise  courteously  noticed,  Sir  Meyer,  our 
immediate  predecessor,  deservedly  complimented,  and  his  intro¬ 
duction  of  us  quoted  in  full,  which  courtesy  we  gratefully  acknowl¬ 
edge. 

Commanderies,  31  ;  Knighted,  77;  members,  1253. 

Sir  C.  J.  Atkins,  Louisiana,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  William 
H.  Mayo,  St.  Louis,  re-elected  Grand  Recorder. 


NEBRASKA,  1878. 

The  Sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Omaha,  April  30th,  Sir 
Daniel  H.  Wheeler,  V.  E.  Deputy  Grand  Commander,  presiding 
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in  the  absence  of  the  Grand  Commander.  Six  of  the  seven  Com- 
manderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  of  R.  E.  Sir  James  W.  Moore,  Grand  Com¬ 
mander,  presents  the  situation  of  the  Order  in  the  jurisdiction  in  a 
clear  and  satisfactory  manner.  A  dispensation  was  issued  for  a  new 
Commandery  at  Falls  City,  to  be  known  as  Mount  Sinai.  A  field 
encampment  was  held  on  the  3d,  4th,  and  5th  of  July,  1877,  at 
Bellevue,  Sarpy  County,  and  was  so  satisfactory  that  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  suggests  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  annual  field 
camp. 

The  Grand  Recorder  presents  a  report  embracing  several  practical 
suggestions.  He  does  not  recommend  any  curtailment  of  the  ex¬ 
penses,  as  he  thinks  they  have  in  the  main  been  judicious  and  bene¬ 
ficial.  Were  he  to  recommend  any  change  it  would  be  to  increase 
the  revenue — a  recommendation  he  could  make  without  any  hesita¬ 
tion,  as  he  has  not  appropriated  to  his  own  use  any  of  the  funds 
voted  to  him  at  any  time  by  the  Grand  Commandery.  He  favors 
the  system  previously  inaugurated  in  the  jurisdiction  of  having  the 
Report  on  Correspondence  prepared  by  the  Sir  Knights  holding 
commissions  from  other  Grand  Bodies  as  Representatives.  He  says, 
“The  plan  was  excellent,  and  it  is  not  to  our  credit  that  the  reports 
were  too  few  to  publish,”  which  means  in  plain  English  that  the 
plan  consists  solely  of  theory,  and  has  not  any  of  the  elements  of 
practice  in  it. 

A  reception  and  banquet  was  given  by  Mount  Calvary  Command¬ 
ery,  No.  1,  to  which  the  ladies  were  very  properly  admitted. 

A  proposition  was  introduced  to  repeal  a  resolution  of  1877, 
ordering  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  to  amend  their  By-Laws  by 
increasing  the  fees  for  the  Orders  $50,  in  order  to  provide  each 
candidate  a  full  uniform  of  the  value  of  at  least  that  amount.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Jurisprudence.  The  majority  re¬ 
ported  a  resolution  that  the  Order  of  Knight  Templar  shall  not  be 
conferred  until  the  uniform  of  the  candidate  is  in  possession  of  the 
Commandery.  The  minority  reported  in  favor  of  the  repeal,  and 
that  the  form  of  petition  be  amended  by  inserting  a  pledge  that  the 
applicant  will  uniform  himself  within  ninety  days  after  receiving 
the  orders.  The  minority  report  was  adopted,  and  so  the  Grand 
Commandery  made  progress  crab  fashion. 

The  sum  of  $125  was  placed  in  the  Grand  Commander’s  hands  to 
procure  a  suitable  testimonial  for  the  Grand  Recorder.  An  appro- 
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priation  of  $25  was  made  to  procure  a  prize  banner  to  be  contested 
for  in  the  Templar  Drill  at  each  meeting  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
at  its  annual  field  encampment.  A  resolution  making  a  special  as¬ 
sessment  of  forty  cents  on  each  member  for  the  expenses  of  the  En¬ 
campment,  although  recommended  by  the  Committee  on  Finance 
and  Accounts,  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of  fifteen  to  seventeen.  Mount 
Sinai  Commandery  was  chartered  as  No.  8. 

The  pamphlet  is  beautifully  printed,  and  is  embellished  with  a 
handsome  steel  engraved  portrait  of  Past  Grand  Commander  Moore. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence. 

Commanderies,  8;  Knighted,  37;  members,  346. 

Sir  Daniel  H.  Wheeler,  of  Plattsmouth,  Grand  Commander ; 
Sir  William  R.  Bowen,  Omaha,  Grand  Recorder. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE,  1878. 

The - Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Concord,  September  24th, 

R.  E.  Chauncy  H.  Greene,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Nine 
Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  brief,  and  devoted  mainly  to  the  doings  of 
the  Grand  Commander.  The  situation  in  that  jurisdiction  is  thus 
stated  : 

“The  past  year  has  been  one  of  uninterrupted  prosperity, to  the 
Order  in  this  jurisdiction.  I  congratulate  you  on  the  peace  and 
harmony  which  have  prevailed  among  us.  No  complaints  have,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  made ;  no  elements  of  discord  have  disturbed 
us  in  our  ‘meditations.’  The  additions  to  our  numbers  have  not 
been  large,  yet  the  returns  show  a  healthy  increase,  and  we  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  the  portals  have  been  well  guarded.” 

The  proceedings  were  purely  local  and  routine. 

An  excellent  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  of  twenty-eight  Grand  Bodies,  was  submitted  by  Sir  N.  P. 
Hunt.  Pennsylvania,  for  1878,  receives  a  full  share  of  attention, 
and  Sir  Meyer’s  Report  on  Correspondence  is  said  to  be  “a  good 
one  for  its  independence,  and  abounds  in  good  reasons  for  its  sug¬ 
gestions.” 

Sir  Sayre,  of  Alabama,  having  taken  the  reviewer  to  task  for  ad¬ 
vancing  the  opinion  that  Masonry  should  influence  the  decision  of 
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political  questions,  the  latter  having  stated  in  a  former  report  his 
belief  that  the  Order  of  the  Temple,  “  in  its  widespread  and 
rapidly  expanding  influence,  and  its  power  to  shape  the  destinies  of 
the  people  of  these  United  States,  may  assuredly  be  regarded  as 
second  to  none,”  Sir  Hunt  has  the  following  to  say  in  explanation, 
and  he  says  it  forcibly  and  well  : 

“Masonry  teaches  honesty,  temperance  and  justice,  as  well  as 
charity  and  hospitality.  It  strives  to  mould  the  characters  of  its  vo¬ 
taries  in  accordance  with  a  high  ideal ;  it  strives  to  direct  aright 
the  inner  ruling  principles  of  mankind ;  it  tells  us  that  the  stream 
cannot  be  pure  unless  the  fountain  is  pure ;  that  we  must  make  the 
tree  good  in  order  to  have  the  fruit  good  ;  it  presents  to  us  a  noble 
manhood  which  we  must  strive  to  attain,  and  the  nearer  we  attain 
to  this  standard  the  truer  Masons  do  we  become.  We  cannot  be 
true  Masons  without  at  the  same  time  being  good  citizens,  and  if  by 
our  connection  with  the  Order  we  become  better  citizens,  the  Order 
through  us  as  individuals  indirectly  tends  to  shape  the  destinies  of 
the  country  in  which  we  live.” 

Under  Louisiana  he  has  the  following  to  say  on  the  Grand  Rep¬ 
resentative  system : 

“In  the  list  of  officers  Grand  Representatives  are  reported  as 
representing  several  Grand  Jurisdictions  ;  one  Knight  is  announced 
as  Grand  Representative  for  six  different  States,  and  another 
for  five.  This  matter  of  ‘  Grand  Representation  *  is  more  orna¬ 
mental  than  otherwise,  but  if  there  is  anything  of  importance 
to  be  attached  to  the  system  it  is  quite  inconsistent  for  one  Knight 
to  represent  near  his  Grand  Commandery  more  than  one  Grand  Ju¬ 
risdiction.” 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  he  has  some  plain  talk  on 
the  granting  of  dispensations  to  ballot  on  applicants  in  less  than 
the  prescribed  time.  Hear  him : 

“  He  reports  having  granted  several  dispensations,  authorizing 
the  balloting  upon  applications  for  the  orders  within  the  time  fixed 
by  law,  and  at  the  same  time  expresses  the  hope  that  requests  for 
such  dispensations  may  be  few  and  far  between — a  hope  which  we 
confidently  believe  will  never  be  realized  until  Grand  Comman¬ 
ders  acquire  sufficient  independence  and  firmness  to  discontinue  a 
practice  which  at  the  same  time  they  always  take  occasion  to  con¬ 
demn.  Sir  Rugg  should,  and  undoubtedly  does,  know  that  these 
requests  are  made  because  they  have  been  and  are  likely  to  be 
granted.  If  a  Grand  Commander,  to  acquire  popularity,  or  to 
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favor  or  please  a  Subordinate,  yields  to  the  temptation  and  grants 
requests  of  this  kind,  his  weak  nature  may  perhaps  be  excusable,  but 
we  dislike  to  see  him  add  his  own  condemnation  to  acts  which, 
when  performing,  he  knew  to  be  wrong.  The  remedy  for  this  evil 
is  in  the  hands  of  the  Grand  Commanders.  Will  they  apply  it?” 

This  reprehensible  practice  might  be  stopped  in  time  if  Grand 
Commanders  would  report  in  every  case  the  reason  for  granting 
such  a  dispensation.  It  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  Grand  Com- 
manderies  to  pass  a  resolution  of  disapproval  occasionally.  A  few 
reproofs  would  suppress  the  mischief. 

Commanderies,  9  ;  Knighted,  65  ;  members,  1063. 

Sir  Albert  Scripture  Wait,  of  Newport,  is  Grand  Comman¬ 
der.  Sir  George  Perley  Cleaves,  of  Concord,  Grand  Recorder. 


NEW  JERSEY,  1878. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Trenton,  Septem¬ 
ber  10th,  R.  E.  Sir  Jonathan  E.  Forrester,  Grand  Commander, 
presiding.  Eleven  Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  is  not  only  an  eloquent  but  a  thoroughly 
practical  paper,  abounding  in  fine  passages.  The  Grand  Comman¬ 
der  received  a  petition  from  a  number  of  Sir  Knights  of  Cyrene 
Commandery,  No.  7,  of  Camden,  for  a  dispensation  to  open  a  new 
Commandery,  and  although  a  committee  waited  upon  him  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  motives  and  reasons  for  the  request,  he  concluded  that  it 
would  be  prejudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  Order  to  have  two  Com¬ 
manderies  in  a  city  where  there  is  but  one  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and 
he  declined  to  issue  the  dispensation. 

We  are  pleased  to  note  that  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand 
Officers,  whose  report  was  adopted,  “  fully  indorses”  this  action. 
Weak  Subordinates  inevitably  tend  to  enfeeble  Grand  Comman¬ 
deries,  and  no  new  Commandery  should  be  authorized  unless  there 
is  a  plain  and  reasonable  prospect  of  a  healthy  and  steady  growth, 
and  undoubted  ability,  willingness,  and  determination  upon  the  part 
of  the  members  to  make  it  a  success.  Too  much  has  already  been 
done  in  the  way  of  increasing  the  number  of  Subordinates  in  many 
if  not  in  all  jurisdictions,  and  we  confidently  believe  that  a  little 
judicious  consolidation,  as  proposed  in  Illinois  and  Missouri,  would 
be  productive  of  much  practical  good.  It  is  high  time  to  recognize 
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the  fact  that  the  strength  and  influence  of  our  fraternity  consists 
neither  in  the  number  of  Commanderies  or  of  members,  but  in  the 
thorough  education  of  both  mind  and  heart  in  the  sublime  prin¬ 
ciples  which  we  teach,  but  which  are  too  seldom  learned,  and  in  ex¬ 
emplifying  those  principles  in  every  thought,  speech,  and  action  of 
our  lives. 

Under  the  head  of  “Hindrances  to  Success”  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  remarks  that  his  official  visitations  convince  him  that  “  there 
is  a  great  lack  of  interest  in  the  older  and  once  prominent  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  Commanderies.”  He  courteously  addresses  such  mem¬ 
bers  with  kindly  words  of  admonition  to  be  more  frequent  at  the 
meetings  of  their  Commanderies,  that  they  may  cheer  and  assist  the 
younger  with  hearty,  manly,  Knightly  sympathy.  It  is  an  old  and 
a  very  general  complaint,  but  the  simples  have  not  yet  been  discov¬ 
ered  to  cure  it — would  they  were. 

Although  somewhat  lengthy  the  following  is  worth  reading  and 
remembering : 

“Another  hindrance  to  the  success  of  our  Commanderies  is  found 
in  the  frequent  changes  that  take  place  in  the  office  of  the  Eminent 
Commander  and  associate  officers.  Great  care  is  needed  in  the  se¬ 
lection  of  an  Eminent  Commander,  for  to  him  the  success  or  failure 
of  the  work  of  the  Commandery  is  largely  to  be  attributed.  Our 
habit  of  changing,  year  after  year,  grading  up  step  by  step,  is  as  un-* 
wise,  as  absolutely  foolish,  as  such  a  system  would  be  introduced  into 
the  President’s  Cabinet,  where  the  head  of  each  department  would 
be  changed  each  year,  without  any  regard  to  the  fitness  of  the  man  for 
the  place.  Because  a  man  is  a  good  Captain-General,  or  Prelate, 
or  Warden,  it  does  not  by  any  means  follow  that  he  will  be  a  good 
Eminent  Commander ;  and  if  a  man  fills  a  place  full,  why  need  he 
be  anxious  about  another  place  that  he  does  not  know  whether  he 
can  fill  or  not  ?  The  honor  of  the  position  is  in  the  quality  of  the 
work  done,  not  in  the  name  it  bears.  There  is  no  poor,  and  there 
is  no  subordinate  place,  when  rightly  understood,  in  this  grand  old 
Temple  of  ours.  The  humblest  station  may  be  so  nobly  used,  filled 
with  the  inspiration  of  so  much  zeal  and  love,  as  to  overshadow  all 
other  places  if  they  be  poorly  filled.  There  must  be  ranks  and 
orders  in  all  institutions  in  this  world,  as  there  are  ranks  and  orders 
in  the  higher  life  above,  God-given  and  God-blessed.  But  each 
part  is  necessary  to  a  perfect  whole,  and  each  station  is  necessary, 
and  cannot  be  merged  in  another.  If  Archimedes’s  thought  was 
grander  than  his  lever,  the  lever  was  necessary  to  the  full  sweep  of 
his  thought.  The  head  that  planned  the  Pyramids  may  have  been 
greater  than  the  hands  that  piled  them,  but  without  the  hands  the 
knowledge  of  the  head  would  have  been  lost  to  the  world.  This 
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restless  desire  for  change  keeps  the  Commandery  in  a  state  of  con¬ 
tinued  agitation,  and  breeds  that  worst  of  all  evils  in  our  Order — 
office-seeking.  What  more  unsightly  thing  in  this  Christian  Order 
than  a  Knight  in  armor  manipulating  votes  like  a  ward  politician, 
and  seeking  for  an  office  instead  of  the  Orient  pearls  of  faith  and 
love  ?  What  words  shall  describe  the  wide  departure  from  Knightly 
honor  in  the  man  who  would  shrink  the  grand  and  transcendent 
principles  of  the  Order  to  the  mere  measure  of  what  his  selfish  suc¬ 
cess  can  grasp,  and  change  the  solid  foundation  on  which  rests  our 
Temple  of  Faith  and  Love,  cemented  by  the  tears,  prayers,  and  sac¬ 
rifices  of  heroic  souls  through  centuries,  to  a  movable  platform  of 
his  personal  ambition  ? 

“  No  man  need  be  anxious  about  the  recognition  of  his  claims ;  no 
man  need  dream  that  real  work  and  real  ability  can  ever  be  long 
overlooked  in  a  body  of  men  where  merit  is  the  chief  passport  to 
success  and  station.  If  the  Order  does  not  find  you  a  needed  pillar  * 
of  strength  and  beauty  for  the  Temple,  it  is  neither  your  misfortune 
nor  its  loss ;  if  no  burdens  are  laid  upon  you,  no  complaint  should 
stain  your  lips.” 


The  Deputy  Grand  Commander  and  Grand  Captain-General  pre¬ 
sented  lengthy  reports  of  their  official  actions,  which  met  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers. 

A  Charter  was  granted  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Lambertville, 
to  be  known  as  St.  Elmo,  No.  14.  The  other  business  was  purely 
local.  The  Grand  Commandery  was  the  recipient  of  a  beautiful 
standard,  presented  by  Hugh  De  Payens,  No.  1,  for  which  thanks 
were  unanimously  tendered  amid  “  most  able  and  eloquent  ”  speech¬ 
making. 

Pennsylvania  was  present  in  the  person  of  her  able  and  accom¬ 
plished  Representative,  Sir  Thomas  J.  Corson. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  covers  ninety-five  pages  and  re¬ 
views  the  proceedings  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies,  including  the  Grand 
Encampment.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  it  is  by  that  renowned  Sir 
Knight,  Thomas  J.  Corson  ;  that  it  is  brimful  of  humor  and  studded 
all  over  with  both  rough  and  polished  gems.  He  has  this  to  say  of 
us  personally : 

“  Sir  Samuel  Harper  assumes  the  reportorial  chair,  and,  from 
our  personal  knowledge  of  this  valiant  Knight,  we  warn  the  other 
members  of  the  corps  to  look  well  to  the  buckling  of  their  armor  if 
they  wish  to  avoid  being  unhorsed.  We  expect  to  get  off  with  noth¬ 
ing  more  severe  than  a  few  slight  scratches,  as  Sir  Harper  has  great 
reverence  for  ageP 
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We  do  not  half  like  the  tone  of  this, — we  fear  it  means  mischief. 
It  sounds  something  like  what  Goliath  might  have  said  about  David, 
although  we  do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  saying  that  Sir  Corson 
is  Goliath  or  we  are  David, — we  disavow  any  intention  of  carrying 
his  head  around  with  us  as  a  trophy. 

And  yet  on  reflection  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  take  it  kindly,  for 
we  confess  to  believing  that  dear  old  Tom  (he  insists  on  being  con¬ 
sidered  aged,  and  we  must  humor  him)  is  wondrous  genial,  and  has  a 
large  fund  of  the  milk  of  human  kindness,  which,  although  con¬ 
stantly  drawn  on,  seems  all  the  more  abundant  the  more  it  yields. 

But  to  the  report. 

Under  Illinois  he  quotes  a  passage  from  an  address  made  by  Grand 
Master  Hurlbut,  in  which  it  was  said  that  the  next  Triennial  shall 
be  made  the  grandest  chapter  in  the  history  of  Knights  Templarism 
in  America,  and  the  ever-memorable  occasion  in  the  annals  of  our 
Order.  He  says : 

“All  of  which  means  that  there  will  be  more  £  fuss  and  feathers,’ 
more  blowing  of  trumpets  and  beating  of  drums,  more  parades, 
drills,  marching  and  countermarching,  more  excursions,  banquets, 
receptions,  raree  shows,  etc.,  and  a  greater  neglect  of  business, 
than  was  ever  known  before  ;  notwithstanding  the  resolution  adopt¬ 
ed  and  readopted  by  the  Grand  Encampment,  that  it  will  not  ac¬ 
cept  any  invitation  to  any  celebration,  reception,  etc.,  which  will 
interfere  with  the  transaction  of  legitimate  business,  and  that  it  will 
participate  in  no  such  performances  except  permitting  escort,  which 
includes  a  reception,  upon  the  first  day  of  the  session.  Well,  this 
bubble  must  burst  some  time,  and  it  might  as  well  go  out  in  ‘  a  blaze 
of  glory  ’  at  Chicago  as  anywhere  else.  The  day  will  come — and  we 
hope  that  it  is  not  far  distant — when  the  Representatives  to  our  Na¬ 
tional  Masonic  Grand  Bodies  will  learn  that  they  are  sent  by  their 
constituents  to  attend  to  business,  instead  of  for  the  purpose  of  hav¬ 
ing  a  ‘  big  spree.’  ” 

Under  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island,  he  quotes  from  the 
Grand  Commander’s  address  that  dispensations  had  been  granted  to 
act  on  petitions  within  the  time  fixed  by  the  Digest,  and  allowing 
petitions  to  be  received  and  acted  on  at  special  Conclaves.  He  re¬ 
marks  : 


“  And,  4  saying  she  would  ne’er  consent,  consented.’  If  Grand 
Commanders  would  refuse  to  grant  such  dispensations  (as  they  ought 
to  do),  the  calls  for  them  would  be  ‘  few  and  far  between.’  It 
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seems  puerile  to  us  to  hear  a  Grand  Officer  report  having  granted 
such  dispensations  and  then  condemn  the  practice.’ ’ 


And  later  on  the  following  : 

“  Is  it  not  supremely  ridiculous  for  a  Grand  Officer  to  do  the  very 
thing  which  he  condemns,  and  then  whine  about  it  and  try  to  throw 
the  responsibility  upon  those  who  ask  and  obtain  his  permission  to 
violate  the  statute  in  such  case  made  and  provided  ?  The  fault  lies 
with  him  who  grants  such  dispensations,  not  with  those  who  ask  for 
them.” 

Sir  Thomas,  we  don’t  pretend  to  gainsay  it.  If  we  were  a  little 
older  in  this  business  we  should  try  to  say  it  just  as  you  do. 

This,  under  New  Hampshire,  is  decidedly  Corsonish  ! 


“After  the  manner  of  the  feline  race  he  corrugates  his  spine  and 
scolds  lustily  because  some  have  expressed  surprise  that  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  should  so  long  delay  in  printing  and  sending  out  her  Proceed¬ 
ings,  and  gently  remarks,  ‘  We  will  do  the  best  we  can  with  our  own 
affairs.’  ” 

And  this,  under  New  York,  is  sound  enough  to  pass  around  : 

“  Expulsion  is  death  ;  suspension  is  suspended  animation.  One 
may  be  restored  to  life  ;  the  other  cannot,  except  by  being  4  born 
again.’  We  cannot,  for  the  life  of  us,  comprehend  how  a  suspended 
Knight  can  be  restored  to  4  good  standing,’  and  yet  be  deprived  of 
membership.  If  he  has  atoned  for  his  sins,  and  become  worthy  of 
being  placed  in  ‘good  standing,’  a  restoration  of  membership  is  his 
right.  ’  ’ 

Reviewing  Ohio,  he  assists  Sir  Carson  in  44  reckoning  up  the 
damages”  of  the  Cleveland  Triennial,  and  throws  in  this  solid 
chunk  of  truth  : 

44  Courtesy  and  hospitality  can  be  shown  without  this  lavish  ex¬ 
penditure  of  money  ;  and  the  diversion  of  funds  from  their  proper 
use,  often  impoverishing  Grand  and  Subordinate  Bodies,  in  osten¬ 
tatious  show,  to  attract  the  attention  of  a  heedless  public  and  se¬ 
cure  the  admiration  of  the  4  groundlings,’  is  a  great  wrong.  Many 
a  Commandery  will  spend  hundreds  of  dollars  for  a  parade  or  ban¬ 
quet,  from  which  ten  dollars  for  charity  could  not  be  drawn  without 
the  use  of  a  pair  of  pincers.” 
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Speaking  of  Sir  Carson’s  “  Laus  Deo  ”  at  the  foot  of  his  re¬ 
port,  he  gets  off  the  following  : 

% 

“  Whether  he  offered  ‘  praise  to  God’  because  his  report  was  fin¬ 
ished,  or  from  some  other  cause,  we  know  not,  but  that  he  should 
do  it  at  all  proves  that  this  is  another  case  of  ‘  quickened  con¬ 
science.’  ” 

Pennsylvania,  for  1878,  is  favored  with  a  five-page  notice,  and 
while  many  kindly  words  are  said  of  us,  there  are  some  that  are  not 
so  kindly.  He  begins  as  follows  : 

“  Within  less  than  a  month  from  the  time  at  which  this  Grand 
Body  held  its  Twenty -fifth  Conclave  (in  May  last),  the  printed  Pro¬ 
ceedings  thereof  were  laid  upon  our  table  by  the  postman.  This  is 
due  to  the  energy  and  industry  of  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Grand 
Recorder,  for  which  he  deserves  our  praise  and  approbation,  which 
we  most  cheerfully  give.” 

Grand  Commander  Egle’s  address  is  pronounced  excellent ;  but 
Sir  Corson  is  evidently  nettled  that  Pennsylvania  has  such  a  strong 
case  as  to  her  conspicuous  loyalty  and  obedience,  especially  in  the 
matter  of  uniform  dress  at  Cleveland.  We  do  not  intend  to  be 
drawn  into  a  quarrel  with  Sir  Corson  on  this  subject,  but  we  are 
perfectly  willing  in  the  matter  of  uniform  to  compare  Pennsylvania 
for  any  given  number  of  years  back  with  any  other  State  in  the 
Union. 

In  reviewing  the  Grand  Encampment  he  deals  his  heaviest  blows. 
As  witness  this : 

“  The  book  is  marred  by  the  introduction  of  the  most  insuffera¬ 
ble  flunkyism  that  we  have  ever  seen  in  any  Masonic  publication. 
It  is  this  :  We  are  informed  that  the  4  M.  E.  Grand  Master,  Honor¬ 
able  and  Sir  Knight  James  Herron  Hopkins,’  was  under  the  imme¬ 
diate  charge  of  Tancred  Commandery ;  that  ‘  Sir  Knight  Hon. 
James  H.  Hopkins,  M.  E.  Grand  Master,’  responded  to  the  address 
of  welcome  ;  and  that  the  Grand  Encampment  was  opened  pursuant 
to  the  order  of  the  ‘  M.  E.  Grand  Master,  Honorable  and  Sir  Knight 
James  Herron  Hopkins.’  We  cannot  understand  how  one  of  such 
good  judgment  and  large  knowledge  of  Masonry  as  Grand  Recorder 
Parvin  has,  should  have  committed  such  a  gross  absurdity  as  using 
titles  which  have  no  connection  whatever  with  Masonry  or  Knight¬ 
hood. 

“If  the  Grand  Recorder  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  New  Jersey 
should  publish  in  the  printed  minutes  that  ‘  a  motion  was  made 
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by  the  Honorable  and  Sir  Knight  Martin  M.  Drohan,  Deputy 
Grand  Commander,  and  seconded  by  the  Honorable  and  Sir  Knight 
John  Woolverton,  Past  Grand  Commander,’  the  ‘ Honorable  and 
Sir  Knight  T.  J.  Corson,  Grand  Recorder,’  would  soon  have  a 
‘  leather  poultice  ’  applied  to  that  portion  of  his  corporal  frame 
which  Washington  Irving  says  ‘  it  is  indecorous  to  turn  to  friend 
or  foe  ;  ’  and  yet  all  these  Sir  Knights,  like  Sir  Hopkins,  are  en¬ 
titled  to  the  appellation  of  ‘  honorable  ’  in  its  proper  place ,  but 
never  in  a  Masonic  connectionP 

We  quote  this  for  two  purposes,  first,  to  say  that  it  meets  our  en¬ 
tire  approval,  and,  second,  because  we  have  a  distinct  recollection 
of  reading  several  years  ago  in  one  of  Past  Grand  Master  Hopkins’s 
reports,  when  he  occupied  this  chair,  a  reference  to  the  fact  that  in 
the  Proceedings  of  Sir  Corson’s  Grand  Commandery  nearly  every 
officer  and  member’s  name  was  given  with  “  M.D.”  after  it.  We 
admit  that  Sir  Corson  is  entitled  to  the  appellation  of  “  M.D.”  in 
its  proper  place ,  but  never  in  a  Masonic  connection ,  and  are  delighted 
to  know  that  he  has  been  so  thoroughly  reformed  as  to  be  able  to 
write  the  above  most  excellent  passage. 

He  is  utterly  opposed  to  an  increase  of  the  revenue  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  but  insists  that  there  is  a  great  and  crying  need  for  a 
reduction  of  expenses.  He  also  objects  to  the  establishment  of  an 
endowment  fund.  Truer  words  were  never  penned  than  the  follow¬ 
ing,  and  they  are  applicable  to  other  Masonic  bodies  with  equal 
force  : 


“The  canker  which  is  eating  into  the  vitals  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment,  and  which,  if  unchecked,  will  destroy  its  very  existence, 
is  the  iniquitous  custom  of  paying  mileage  and  per  diem  to  all  of  the 
Grand  Officers.  The  honor  of  holding  an  official  position  in  the 
Grand  Encampment  should  be  considered  a  sufficient  remuneration 
for  performing  the  duties  of  such  position.  There  are  plenty  of  good 
men — aye,  as  good  and  true,  as  capable  and  well  qualified,  as  ever 
have  held  office  therein-— who  would  willingly  fill  the  offices  of  the 
Grand  Encampment,  and  faithfully  perform  the  duties  thereof  with 
credit  to  themselves  and  honor  to  their  constituents,  who  would  con¬ 
sider  the  honor  of  the  position  more  than  sufficient  compensation 
for  the  slight  expense  which  each  would  have  to  bear.  How  it  may 
be  now,  we  do  not  know ;  but  it  was  formerly  the  custom  in  Eng¬ 
lish  Templar  Grand  Bodies  for  those  who  were  elected  to  prominent 
offices  to  pay  1  a  fee  of  honor  ’  to  the  Grand  Body,  the  amount  vary¬ 
ing  with  the  importance  of  the  office.  Our  Grand  Encampment 
hires  candidates  to  fill  its  offices  by  offering  them,  under  the  euphem- 
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ism  of  ‘  mileage  and  per  diem,’  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  to  enable 
them  to  travel  over  the  country  and  participate  in  the  ‘  big  sprees  r 
which  always  take  place  where  the  meeting  is  held.  There  are  cer¬ 
tain  unavoidable  expenses  which  the  Grand  Master  has  to  incur,  and 
which  honor  and  justice  require  should  be  refunded  to  him.  The 
Grand  Recorder  always  receives  a  salary.  Beyond  this  no  Grand 
Officer  should  receive  one  single  penny.  If  a  man  cannot  afford  to 
accept  an  official  position,  others  as  well  qualified  can  ;  and  he  must 
be  content  to  do  without  it,  just  as  every  man  has  to  do  in  regard 
to  certain  luxuries  of  life  which  are  beyond  his  reach/’ 


There  is  scarcely  any  end  to  the  good  things  in  this  report,  and 
unless  we  stop  where  we  are  we  might  just  as  well  incorporate  the 
whole  of  it  in  our  review.  It  is  one  of  the  most  delicious  banquets 
we  have  ever  enjoyed,  and  yet  our  eyes  grow  dim  with  tears  when 
we  read  the  conclusion  ; 

“  The  slow  but  sure  progress  of  an  incurable  disease  admonishes 
him  that,  in  all  human  probability,  these  are  the  last  Proceedings  of 
our  National  Templar  head  which  he  will  be  able  to  review.  But 
while  his  brain  has  power  to  reason,  and  while  his  hand  can  guide  a 
pen,  he  wishes  to  be  an  active  worker  in  the  ranks  of  those  noble 
spirits  who  have  upheld  and  strengthened  our  Order,  and  who,  with 
their  successors,  will  carry  forward  its  gleaming  banners  until 
Templarism  shall  have  accomplished  the  glorious  mission  whereunto 
she  was  sent.” 


God  bless  you,  Tom,  and  may  He  spare  you  many  years  to  us. 
Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  46;  members,  1117. 

Sir  Martin  M.  Drohan,  Jersey  City,  is  Grand  Commander,  and 
it  is  almost  unnecessary  to  say  that  Sir  Thomas  J.  Corson,  Trenton, 
continues  Grand  Recorder. 


Since  writing  the  above,  we  have  been  startled  by  the  announce¬ 
ment  that  our  dearly  beloved  Brother  Corson  is  dead  !  Although 
for  several  years  past  we  have  been  painfully  conscious  that  he  was 
steadily  declining,  we  were  not  prepared  to  learn  that  for  him  life 
here  had  ended,  and  this  announcement  has  fallen  upon  us  with  the 
crushing  weight  of  a  sudden  personal  bereavement.  Of  no  one 
whom  we  have  ever  met  could  it  be  more  truly  said,  that  to  know 
him  was  to  love  him.  We  felt  ourself  peculiarly  drawn  to  him  the 
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first  time  we  met,  and  our  acquaintance  quickly  ripened  into  a  mu¬ 
tual  ardent  friendship,  which  for  us,  alas,  has  ended  too  soon. 

Sir  Corson  was  highly  and  richly  gifted  by  nature.  His  scholarly 
attainments  were  of  a  high  order,  which,  added  to  close  observation, 
strong  reasoning  faculties,  unusual  gift  of  language,  and  keen  incisive 
wit  made  him  a  brilliant  writer  and  a  dangerous  antagonist  in  the 
field  of  controversy.  His  nature  was  genial,  frank,  generous,  and 
confiding,  his  heart  warm  and  tender,  and  his  friendship  constant 
and  enduring.  As  a  workman  in  the  Masonic  and  Templar  fields, 
he  was  noted  for  his  great  energy  and  fidelity,  and  for  the  beauty 
and  grace  with  which  he  enriched  everything  that  he  touched,  and 
his  name  and  fame  will  long  endure  in  the  annals  of  the  Craft.  Our 
heart  is  too  full  to  say  more ;  we  leave  it  to  others  more  able  to 
pronounce  his  fitting  eulogy. 


NEW  YORK,  1878. 

The  Sixty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Syracuse,  October 
8th,  Sir  Townsend  Fondey,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 

Fifty-two  Commanderies  represented.  Representatives  from  nine¬ 
teen  Grand  Commanderies  are  reported  present,  Pennsylvania’s  not 
among  the  number,  although  we  find  his  name  among  the  Past 
Commanders  in  attendance. 

The  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  is  a  well-considered  paper, 
and  essentially  practical.  He  announces  the  death  of  the  oldest 
Past  Grand  Master  and  two  of  the  youngest  Past  Grand  Commanders 
of  the  jurisdiction,  M.  E.  Sir  Ezra  S.  Barnum;  Sir  Orrin  Welch, 
a  steel  engraving  of  whom  adorns  the  pamphlet ;  and  Sir  Henry 
Clay  Preston.  He  recommends  the  appointment  of  an  Inspector- 
General,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  the  Commanderies  of  the 
State  and  give  instruction  in  ritual  and  drill,  and  whose  compensa¬ 
tion  shall  be  fixed  by  the  Grand  Commandery — his  travelling  and 
hotel  expenses  to  be  paid  by  the  Commandery  desiring  his  services. 
He  reports  that  the  resolution  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  author¬ 
izing  the  Grand  Commander  to  issue  his  dispensation  to  Command¬ 
eries  applying  therefor  to  ballot  on  petitions  two  weeks  after  presen¬ 
tation,  instead  of  waiting  the  time  prescribed  by  the  Statutes  of  the 
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G.  E.  U.  S.,  has  entailed  great  labor  upon  the  Grand  Commander. 
4 ‘This  rule  should  be  abrogated  by  the  Grand  Encampment.’ ’ 

In  passing,  we  desire  to  remark  that  we  fully  agree  with  the  Grand 
Commander  and  Sir  Simons,  that  this  question  should  be  relegated 
to  the  State  Grand  Commanderies,  where  it  properly  belongs.  Thus 
far  there  is  no  ground  of  dispute  between  us ;  but  we  do  think 
that  the  resolution  referred  to  is  an  undignified  evasion  of  the  law. 
The  Grand  Commandery  has  no  right  to  authorize  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  to  do  any  such  thing — no  jurisdiction  of  any  kind  is  vested 
in  it  over  this  subject.  The  law  distinctly  provides  that  no  petition 
can  be  balloted  on  until  at  least  four  weeks  after  it  has  been  pre¬ 
sented,  “unless  by  written  permission  of  the  Grand  Commander." 
Power  is  given  the  Grand  Commander  to  grant  such  permission  in 
every  case,  but  to  exercise  it  would  be  a  clear  violation  of  the  spirit 
of  the  law,  for  the  plain  intent  is  that  the  rule  of  four  weeks  shall 
prevail,  except  in  special  cases,  which  shall  appeal  to  the  reasonable 
and  conscionable  judgment  of  the  Grand  Commander.  This  reso¬ 
lution  is  all  wrong  and  should  be  promptly  rescinded.  The  correct 
rule  is  to  obey  the  law  in  good  faith  as  long  as  it  is  the  law,  and 
avoid  all  schemes  and  inventions  for  evading  it.  The  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  clearly  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  and  its  action 
is  void.  The  authority  and  responsibility  is  with  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  to  shorten  the  time,  and  it  would  be  more  courageous  and 
dignified  for  him  to  exercise  that  authority  and  assume  that  respon¬ 
sibility  than  to  predicate  his  dispensations  upon  a  resolution  of  his 
Grand  Commandery  that  hasn’t  a  legal  leg  to  stand  upon. 

The  Grand  Commander  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Com¬ 
mandery  in  New  York  City  under  the  name  of  Adelphic.  A  charter 
was  granted  during  the  Conclave.  He  refused  all  applications  for 
leave  to  parade  on  Decoration  Day  in  conjunction  with  other  socie¬ 
ties,  and  declined  to  grant  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery  to  hold 
a  meeting  and  confer  the  orders  in  another  town  than  that 
in  which  the  Commandery  is  located.  All  of  which  we  heartily 
approve.  We  find  a  matter  in  the  address,  under  the  head  of 
“Representatives  Received,”  which  surprises  us.  Sir  Ellwood  E. 
Thorne  was  commissioned  as  Representative  from  Alabama  and 
Louisiana.  The  Grand  Commander  reports  that  the  appointments 
were  made  without  his  knowledge,  and  adds : 

“  Courtesy  on  the  part  of  the  Grand  Commanders  of  those  States 
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would  have  dictated  that  I  should  have  been  consulted  as  to  the  ap¬ 
pointment  of  a  suitable  person  to  represent  them  in  this  Grand 
Commandery,  and  though  I  would  cheerfully  have  acceded  to  their 
request,  still  I  feel  that  the  method  of  the  appointment  is  open  to 
the  objection  that  this  jurisdiction  has  not  been  consulted.” 

Reading  between  the  lines  the  impression  is  communicated  to  us 
that  the  Grand  Commander  thinks  that  he  should  have  been  per¬ 
mitted  to  select  the  Representatives  from  the  sister  Grand  Bodies  to 
his  own.  If  that  is  the  way  Representatives  are  appointed,  and  we 
should  ever  hanker  after  the  distinction,  we  shall  not  forget  to  stand 
in  with  our  own  Grand  Commander.  The  courtesy  referred  to  in 
the  above  extract  does  not  commend  itself  to  our  judgment. 

The  Grand  Commander  has  the  following  to  say  on  the  subject  of 
correspondence,  and  inasmuch  as  it  refers  to  the  New  York  Chair¬ 
man  particularly,  we  desire  to  say  that  we  indorse  every  word  of  it : 

“  The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Correspondence,  always  in¬ 
teresting  and  replete  with  a  fund  of  information  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  Order  in  other  localities,  will  be  laid  before  you  by  our  es¬ 
teemed  and  much-loved  Chairman,  and  I  would  urge  upon  the  Tem¬ 
plars  of  this  jurisdiction  the  importance  of  more  carefully  digesting 
these  reports.  They  may  be  lengthy,  but  no  one  who  has  carefully 
scanned  the  pages  which  they  occupy  in  our  annual  Transactions  will 
complain  that  the  time  is  ill-spent,  and  those  who  desire  to  inform 
themselves  as  to  the  prosperity  of  the  Order,  wherever  established, 
can  here  gather  information  in  a  small  compass,  difficult  to  be  ob¬ 
tained  from  any  other  source.” 

The  Grand  Recorder  reported  that  he  had  received  for  the  relief 
of  the  yellow  fever  sufferers  $2578.  The  Committee  on  so  much  of 
the  Address  as  relates  to  the  Knightly  Dead,  presented  a  touchingly 
beautiful  memorial  to  Sirs  Barnum,  Welch,  Preston,  and  Boyd. 
The  Tactics  and  Drill  was  changed  by  defining  the  position  of  the 
Generalissimo  when  a  Commandery  is  in  column  of  platoon  to  be 
in  command  of  the  first  platoon,  the  same  rule  to  apply  when  the 
Commandery  is  formed  in  columns  of  double  sections. 

The  commissions  of  a  number  of  Grand  Representatives  were 
presented  and  acknowledged.  The  Grand  Commander  invited  Sir 
Charles  Roome,  P.  G.  C.,  to  the  chair,  when  the  Representatives 
were  assembled  under  the  leadership  of  Sir  John  A.  Lefferts,  P. 
G.  C.,  who  delivered  an  exceedingly  neat  address,  which  was  re¬ 
sponded  to  by  Sir  Roome  in  his  elegant  and  inimitable  style. 
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When  we  noticed  that  Sir  Roome  was  called  to  the  chair  we  were 
satisfied  that  there  was  work  ahead.  His  speech-making  is  of  that 
genial  insinuating  nature  that  works  into  every  corner  of  the  heart. 

We  have  experienced  it. 

•  • 

The  recommendation  of  the  Grand  Commander  in  regard  to  the 
appointment  of  an  Inspector-General  was  postponed  until  1880,  as 
the  proposition  contemplated  the  abolition  of  the  office  of  Grand 
Lecturer,  and  the  substitution  of  a  similar  office  with  enlarged 
powers  and  more  extended  duties,  a  change  requiring  an  amendment 
to  the  Statutes,  which  cannot  be  made  until  1881. 

The  reports  of  the  various  Grand  Officers  on  Visitation  show 
promptness  and  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  duty.  The  report  of 
the  Grand  Lecturer  demonstrates  the  utter  worthlessness  of  the  office. 
It  appears  that  there  is  no  uniformity  of  tactics  in  the  jurisdiction, 
that  some  of  the  Commanderies  have  not  yet  adopted  the  Tactics 
prepared  by  the  lamented  Welch,  “  while  as  to  the  ritual  I  have 
every  reason  to  believe  that  there  is  nothing  like  uniformity  through¬ 
out  this  jurisdiction.” 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  the  veteran  Sir  Simons,  and 
is  a  masterly  review  of  the  Proceedings  of  twenty-six  Grand  Bodies. 
Notwithstanding  the  style  is  so  charming,  the  substance  is  so  abun¬ 
dant  that  we  have  been  unable  to  thoroughly  digest  it,  and  while  it 
contains  very  many  things  which  accord  with  our  own  way  of  think¬ 
ing,  there  are  a  few  others  which  do  not  strike  us  so  favorably. 

The  Grand  Commander  of  Illinois  having  decided  that  where 
the  election  of  a  candidate  for  the  Orders  is  forfeited  by  his  failure 
to  present  himself  within  the  time  provided  by  the  By-Laws,  the 
Commandery  retains  jurisdiction  over  him  as  in  the  case  of  rejection, 
and  he  cannot  petition  elsewhere  without  the  consent  of  the  Com¬ 
mandery  to  which  he  first  applied.  Sir  Simons  remarks  as  fol¬ 
lows  : 

“  We  respectfully  differ.  By  a  favorable  ballot  the  Commandery 
announces  that,  after  due  inquiry,  it  finds  the  candidate  worthy  to 
be  admitted,  and  also,  that  it  is  willing  to  admit  him  to  our  ranks  ; 
but  at  the  same  time  in  the  case  stated  it  says  to  him  :  We  affix  a 
condition,  which  is,  that  you  present  yourself  for  the  Orders  within 
a  given  time,  otherwise  this  acceptance  goes  for  nothing  and  you 
must  petition  anew.  This  time  having  elapsed  without  the  personal 
appearance  of  the  candidate,  he  can  no  longer  be  said  to  be  ac¬ 
cepted,  because  such  acceptance  has  been  forfeited  under  the  law  ; 
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but  he  has  not  been  rejected ,  and  therefore  the  whole  proceeding 
stands  off.  If  he  thinks  proper  to  begin  again,  he  is  at  liberty  to  do 
so,  but  not  necessarily  in  the  same  Commandery  unless  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  residence  apply.  We  go  further,  and  insist  that  a  candidate 
having  been  elected,  is  not  thereby  compelled  to  present  himself 
for  the  Orders,  and  this  is  evident  from  the  provision  forfeiting  the 
privilege  by  lapse  of  time.  The  right  of  a  Commandery  to  make 
such  option  is  clear,  but  having  made  it  the  case  is  ended.  Other¬ 
wise,  to  ask  a  man  who,  though  elected,  might  rather  choose  to 
enter  some  other  Commandery  having  concurrent  jurisdiction,  if  he 
came  of  his  own  free  will  and  accord,  would  be  a  farce.” 


It  could  not  be  better  put  to  please  us. 

But,  Sir  John,  the  Code  Supp.,  Title  Jurisdiction,  II,  2,  is  too  much 
for  both  of  us. 

Referring  to  the  opinion  of  Sir  Drummond,  of  Maine,  that  the 
proposed  Ritual  of  the  Order  of  Malta  will  be  adopted  at  the  next 
Conclave  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  he  says : 

“We  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  objection  other  than  that  a 
formal  Ritual  of  Malta  will  make  that  Order  appear  superior  to  the 
Templar.  This,  we  think,  might  be  avoided  by  dropping  the  Red 
Cross  and  putting  Malta  in  its  place.  We  should  thus  have  two 
real  orders,  which  is  more  than  can  be  said  of  the  Red  Cross  P 

And  that  suits  us  exactly. 

We  are  sorry  to  see  that  Sir  Simons  quotes  approvingly  the  em¬ 
phatic  declarations  of  Sir  De  Lap  of  Mississippi,  which  we  have 
taken  occasion  to  dissent  from.  He  says  ; 

“  We  hold  and  always  shall  hold  that,  whenever  a  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  is  formed,  and  its  existence  is  formally  recognized  by  the 
Grand  Encampment,  from  that  moment  its  power  over  its  own  Sub¬ 
ordinates  is  absolute  and  incontrovertible,  and  that  there  is  no 
power  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  nor  in  any  other  body,  to  come 
between  a  State  Body  and  its  Subordinates.  Hence  we  are  prepared 
to  say,  that  4  whenever  the  Grand  Encampment  or  the  State  Grand 
Commanderies  presume  to  say  who  are  and  who  are  not  members  of 
the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  they  exceed  the  limit  of  their  just 
powers,  and  we  cannot  and  will  not  obey.” 

In  the  first  part  of  this  extract  the  able  reviewer  contends  most 
strenuously  for  the  power  of  the  State  Grand  Body  over  its  Subor¬ 
dinates,  and  yet  in  the  latter  part  he  declares,  in  the  language  of  Sir 


Grand  Commandery  K.  T.  of  Pennsylvania.  167 

De  Lap,  but  more  emphatically  than  he  by  the  use  of  capital  letters, 
that  if  the  State  Grand  Bodies  presume,  etc.,  he  cannot  and  will 
not  obey.  The  two  parts  do  not  agree.  It  is  possible  that  Sir 
Simons’s  hostility  to  the  Grand  Encampment  betrayed  him  into  the 
adoption  of  a  sentiment  that  he  really  does  not  hold.  In  many  places 
in  this  interesting  report  he  expresses  his  opinion  in  regard  to  the  pow¬ 
ers,  or  rather  lack  of  powers,  of  the  Grand  Encampment  over  the  sub¬ 
ject  of  membership.  He  admits  the  right  of  that  Body  to  define 
the  qualifications  necessary  for  admission  to  the  Order,  but  insists 
that  it  has  no  right  to  legislate  upon  the  subjects  of  suspension  and 
restoration.  If  there  is  any  logic  in  this  we  don’t  grasp  it.  As  long 
as  there  is  but  one  law  governing  admissions,  there  should  of  neces¬ 
sity  be  but  one  law  governing  suspensions  and  restorations.  Sec¬ 
tion  31  of  the  Supplement  to  the  Code  provides; 

“Suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  by  the  Lodge  or  Chapter 
has  the  effect  given  to  it  by  the  laws  of  the  Grand  Lodge  or  Grand 
Chapter  of  the  jurisdiction ;  it  depends  upon  those  laws  whether  all 
Masonic  rights  are  taken  away,  or  certain  disabilities  are  incurred. 
Templar  rights  are  taken  away  in  the  former  case,  but  not  necessa¬ 
rily  in  the  latter.” 

How  much  better  would  it  be  for  the  Grand  Encampment  to  wipe 
out  this  miserable  law,  and  in  the  proper  exercise  of  its  power  pre¬ 
scribe  one  of  universal  application,  one  that  will  mean  the  same 
thing  in  New  York  as  in  Pennsylvania.  On  page  64  of  the  pamphlet. 
Sir  Simons,  in  answer  to  a  criticism  of  Sir  Gurney.,  of  Illinois,  on  a 
decision  of  Grand  Commander  Roome  that  “suspension  for  non¬ 
payment  of  dues  only  by  a  Lodge  or  Chapter  does  not  affect  the 
standing  of  a  Knight  Templar,”  says  : 

“  In  New  York,  suspension  for  non-payment  of  dues  in  a  Chapter 
— for  it  does  not  prevail  in  Lodges — simply  debars  a  Companion 
from  the  rights  and  privileges  of  his  Chapter,  and  hence  his  general 
status  remains  as  before.  This  being  the  case,  it  follows  that  the 
decision  is  eminently  correct.” 

In  Pennsylvania  such  a  suspension  works  a  forfeiture  of  Masonic 
rights.  Hence  it  follows  that  under  the  operation  of  the  above 
quoted  law,  that  which  in  one  State  is  followed  by  deprivation  of 
Templar  rights,  passes  in  another  State  without  penalty  or  punish¬ 
ment.  Of  course  Sir  Simons,  or  rather  Sir  De  Lap,  whose  opinion 
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he  approves,  will  say  that  this  question  should  be  left  exclusively 
with  the  Subordinate  Commanderies  ;  but  that  would  make  the  mat¬ 
ter  worse,  for  it  would  only  increase  the  number  of  systems,  and  of 
these  we  have  too  many  already. 

We  have  no  doubt  that  the  Grand  Encampment  has  power  over 
this  subject,  and  we  have  equally  no  doubt  that  it  has  not  yet  legis¬ 
lated  intelligently  and  wisely  upon  it.  We  hope  it  will  at  the  next 
Triennial  give  us  an  original  law  without  any  of  the  Grand  Lodge 
or  Grand  Chapter  laws  injected  into  it,  but  declaring  uniform 
rules  by  which  membership  may  be  forfeited  and  restored  in  all  the 
States  of  the  Union. 

We  cordially  agree  with  Sir  Simons  that  non-payment  of  dues  is 
not  a  crime,  and  we  have  long  been  of  opinion  that  when  suspen¬ 
sion  for  that  cause  has  occurred,  restoration  to  good  standing  should 
include  restoration  to  membership.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  serving 
as  a  member  of  the  committee  on  the  late  revision  of  the  Ahiman 
Rezon  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  Pennsylvania,  and  endeavored  to  have 
that  idea  incorporated.  We  succeeded  partially — a  proviso  being 
added  that  the  application  must  be  made  within  a  year  after  the  sus¬ 
pension. 

Pennsylvania,  for  1878,  is  kindly  noticed.  Of  Grand  Commander 
Egle’s  address  he  says: 

“  The  annual  address  is  a  carefully-written  paper,  and  shows  that 
the  author  has  done  his  best  in  the  way  of  faithful  attention  to  duty. 
He  speaks  in  glowing  terms  of  the  appearance  of  Pennsylvania 
Knights  in  the  escort  to  the  Grand  Encampment  at  Cleveland,  in 
which  praise  we  most  heartily  and  sincerely  join ;  and  he  remarks, 
in  summing  up  the  doings  at  Cleveland,  as  follows  : 

“  ‘  As  a  grand  reunion  of  the  members  of  Christian  Knighthood 
from  all  quarters  of  our  Federal  Union,  there  is  something  ennobling 
in  the  idea  and  its  realization  ;  but  when  we  consider  the  small  amount 
of  genuine  good  accomplished  in  an  executive  capacity  by  the.  Grand 
Encampment — if  such  cities  where  the  Conclaves  are  held  are  deter¬ 
mined  to  outshine  the  other  in  feasting  and  extravagance — the  sooner 
that  distinguished  body  is  dissolved  and  closes  its  history  the  better  for 
the  good ,  the  prosperity ,  and  the  glory  of  the  Order.  ’ 

“  We  venture  to  suggest  that  the  worst  enemy  of  the  Order  has 
never  said  anything  more  severe  than  this,  and  we  italicize  the  fore¬ 
going  quotation  for  reference  in  future.” 

You  are  welcome  to  it,  Sir  Simons,  and  you  will  find  that  almost 
anything  from  Pennsylvania  will  do  to  keep  ;  indeed,  the  more  you 
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have  from  this  jurisdiction  the  pleasanter  will  life  become  and  the 
more  exquisite  will  its  joys  be. 

We  are  sorry  that  duty  has  compelled  us  to  find  fault  with  any  of 
Sir  Simons’s  opinions,  for  when  we  got  to  the  end  of  his  notice 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  read  the  kindly  words  he  says  of  us  person¬ 
ally,  we  felt  like  striking  out  every  word  we  have  said  against  him ; 
but  on  reflection  we  concluded  that  he  would  rather  we  would 
speak  right  out  in  meetin’.  He  bespeaks  for  us  li  a  front  seat 
among  the  Mutuals,”  Ah!  old  friend,  that  touches  us  to  the 
quick.  When  we  were  notified  of  our  appointment  to  this  com¬ 
mittee,  we  pre-empted  in  our  mind’s  eye  one  of  those  front 
seats.  We  were  going  to  make  a  sort  of  holiday  excursion  of  this 
business,  and  show  you  old  stagers  how  much  you  had  to  learn 
about  writing  a  Report  on  Correspondence.  After  Sir  Meyer’s  re¬ 
turn  from  Europe,  and  we  had  received  from  him  the  first  wagon-load 
of  Proceedings  by  express,  we  sat  down  with  a  gross  of  Faber  No.  2, 
scissors  and  paste-pot  (we  have  had  some  experience  as  a  journalist, 
and  are  familiar  with  the  use  of  those  implements),  and  went  enthu¬ 
siastically  to  work.  When  we  arose  from  our  table  that  night  we 
were  a  sobered  man — very  much  saddened  if  not  a  great  deal  wiser. 
We  cast  a  wistful,  nay,  rather  a  sorrowful,  gaze  at  that  front  seat  and 
found  it  rapidly  receding  from  us,  and  now  as  we  endeavor  to  look 
through  the  long  vista  between  it  and  us  we  know  that  we  cannot 
hope  to  overtake  it  before  our  sands  of  life  shall  have  run  out,  though 
we  should  be  provided  with  the  wings  of  the  morning.  Thanking  you, 
Sir  John,  for  your  courteous  words,  we  have  made  up  our  mind  not 
to  sit  beside  you  at  the  meeting  of  the  Mutuals  at  Chicago  in  1880. 
We  shall  be  content  with  the  lowest  seat  in  the  synagogue. 

Commanderies,  54 ;  Knighted,  247  ;  members,  6864. 

Sir  Charles  H.  Holden,  of  Saratoga,  is  Grand  Commander,  and 
of  course,  Sir  Robert  Macoy,  of  Brooklyn,  continues  Grand 
Recorder. 


OHIO,  1877. 

The  Thirty-fifth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Cleveland,  August 
30th,  R.  E.  Sir  Charles  C.  Kiefer,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
The  Representatives  of  all  the  Subordinate  Commanderies,  twenty- 
seven,  were  present ;  also  Representatives  from  twelve  Grand  Bodies. 
We  observe  that  in  the  list  of  Grand  Representatives  to  and  from 
Ohio  the  name  of  Pennsylvania  does  not  appear,  while  our  records 
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show  that  Sir  John  D.  Caldwell  is  our  accredited  Representative 
to  Ohio.  Why  is  it  that  Sir  Caldwell  does  not  put  in  an  appear¬ 
ance  ?  and  why  is  it  that  Ohio  has  no  Representative  near  the  Grand 
Commandery  of  Pennsylvania  ?  We  pause  for  a  reply. 

The  annual  address  is  a  sensible  document,  containing  “a  plain, 
unvarnished  tale”  of  the  official  doings  of  the  year.  The  fact  that 
the  Conclave  was  held  immediately  after  the  Triennial  Conclave  of 
the  Grand  Encampment,  and  at  the  same  place,  seems  to  have  in¬ 
spired  the  opening  paragraph  : 


“  Knights,  Companions:  It  is  our  happy  lot  to  greet  each  other 
again  under  the  most  favorable  circumstances.  It  is  ours  to  live  in 
a  day  of  wonderful  progress.  Twenty  years  ago,  as  a  Body  of 
Knights  Templar,  we  were  in  open  rebellion  against  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment  of  the  United  States.  To-day  we  are  participating  in  one 
of  the  most  remarkable  ovations  ever  paid  to  any  body  of  men  on 

the  continent  of  America.  Twenty  years  ago  we  had  but - 

Subordinate  Commanderies  in  the  State.  Yesterday  we  had  here  in 
the  city  of  Cleveland  twenty- four  Commanderies  subordinate  to  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  Ohio,  composed  of  a  class  of  men  that  any 
State  or  community  may  be  justly  proud  of.  Truly  we  have  been 
led  in  paths  we  have  not  known.  Such  being  the  fact,  ought  we  not 
approach  our  altar  and  offer  up  prayers  and  oblations  to  Deity  for 
past  prosperity,  and  humbly  supplicate  the  Divine  guidance  in  time 
to  come?” 


The  Grand  Commander  installed  the  officers  of  De  Molay,  No.  9, 
of  Tiffin,  in  public,  after  which  “a  really  sumptuous  banquet”  was 
“ served  by  the  ladies  of  the  Episcopal  Church.”  Over  which  he 
grows  enthusiastic  : 

“The  scene,  as  the  Knights  with  their  lady  friends  entered  the 
banquet  hall,  was  one  among  the  most  beautiful  I  have  ever  seen. 
The  grace  with  which  the  ladies,  in  their  neatly  arranged  costume, 
served,  added  very  much  to  the  occasion.” 


He  joined  Hanselmann,  No.  16,  by  invitation,  in  the  observance 
of  Ascension  Day,  at  St.  Paul’s  M.  E.  Church,  of  which  he  says : 

“  The  audience  was  the  finest  assembly  I  have  ever  witnessed ;  the 
ceremonies  consisted  of  prophetic  and  historic  selections  from  the 
Scriptures,  having  reference  to  the  advent,  life,  death,  and  ascension 
of  our  blessed  Lord  and  Master.” 
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A  dispensation  was  issued  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Painsville, 
and  an  application  for  one  at  Defiance  was  declined,  owing  to  the 
near  approach  of  the  Annual  Conclave.  In  feeling  terms  the  death 
of  several  Sir  Knights,  including  Sir  Kent  Jarvis,  P.  G.  C.,  and 
Sir  George  Frank  Gouley,  is  announced. 

Speaking  of  the  Cleveland  demonstration,  he  says  : 


“After  all,  is  it  the  wisest  thing  we  can  do  to  provide  for  and  en¬ 
courage  public  displays  of  Templar  Masonry,  on  a  scale  similar  to 
the  one  attending  the  Twentieth  Triennial  Conclave?  Hundreds  of 
thousands  of  dollars  have  been  spent  by  Commanderies  and  individ¬ 
ual  Knights.  Will  the  results  pay  a  fair  interest  on  the  investment? 
I  hope  so,  but  at  the  same  time  confess  to  fears  on  the  subject. 

“  The  most  conservative  of  us  can  hardly  stem  the  tide  of  popular 
feeling  on  the  subject.  Even  my  friend  Carson  has  been  swept 
away  from  his  moorings,  and  when  such  a  Brother  gives  up  the  ship 
who  can  stay  on  deck?” 

Sir  Edward  T.  Worsham,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  of  Tennes¬ 
see,  was  received  and  welcomed  with  appropriate  honors. 

The  following  standing  rule  of  the  Grand  Commandery  was  offered 
as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution  : 


“Article - .  No  Representative  of  a  Commandery  shall  be 

permitted  to  draw  a  greater  sum  from  the  treasury,  for  their  mileage 
and  per  diem  as  Representatives  to  this  Grand  Commandery,  than 
shall  have  been  paid  to  the  Grand  Secretary  for  the  same  year  for 
dues  and  per  capita  by  the  Commandery  represented  by  him.” 

We  notice  on  page  22  that  this  amendment  was  unanimously 
adopted  ;  but  on  page  28  of  the  Proceedings  of  1878  we  find  that  it 
was  reported  by  the  Committee  on  Unfinished  Business,  and  was 
then  acted  on  and  unanimously  adopted.  It  must  certainly  be  re¬ 
garded  as  a  part  of  the  Constitution  now.  Sir  Carson  is  of  opinion 
that  the  reporters  should  not  criticize  anything  of  a  local  nature,  so 
we  are  shut  out  from  having  our  say  on  this  subject.  We  are  all 
creatures  of  imitation  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  and  we  feel  it  to  be 
our  duty  to  sound  the  alarm  as  to  all  bad  examples ;  but  we  are 
compelled  to  withhold  ourselves  in  this  case,  for  we  plainly  see  Sir 
Enoch’s  cudgel  in  the  distance. 

A  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Defiance  was  granted, 
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and  the  application  for  one  at  Hillsboro  refused.  Charters  were 
granted  to  Ely  and  Eagle  Commanderies. 

Beautiful  tributes  to  the  memory  of  Sir  Kent  Jarvis  and  Sir 
George  Frank  Gouley  and  others  were  adopted,  and  memorial 
pages  inserted  in  the  Proceedings.  The  report  of  a  select  commit¬ 
tee,  with  suitable  resolutions  attached,  returning  thanks  to  the  Sir 
Knights  and  citizens  of  Cleveland,  was  approved. 

They  had  to  have  a  Commandery  at  Hillsboro  or  things  would 
go  to  everlasting  smash.  The  vote  rejecting  the  application  was  re¬ 
considered,  and  the  report  referred  back  to  the  committee,  “  with 
instructions  to  report  in  favor  of  grantmg  said  dispensation.”  Of 
course  such  a  report  was  made  and  approved,  and  Hillsboro  is  happy. 
The  letters,  documents,  circulars,  etc.,  relating  to  the  late  Triennial, 
are  to  be  arranged  and  bound  in  suitable  volumes  at  the  expense  of 
the  Grand  Commandery.  A  resolution  offered  by  Sir  Carson  was 
adopted,  interdicting  the  wearing  of  leggings  as  a  part  of  the  Tem¬ 
plar  costume.  He  saw  the  leggings  at  Cleveland,  and  thought  they 
contributed  to  making  the  most  incongruous  and  ridiculous  “get 
up  ”  that  ever  came  under  his  observation. 

Sir  Lafayette  Lyttle,  Grand  Captain-General  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  was  introduced  with  appropriate  ceremonies. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  that  fearless  and  ready 
writer,  Sir  Enoch  T.  Carson.  In  ninety-nine  pages  he  reviews  the 
Proceedings  of  twenty-nine  Grand  Bodies,  Pennsylvania  for  1877 
being  treated  to  four  and  a  half  pages.  It  is  thoroughly  original, 
and  none  but  itself  can  be  its  parallel.  It  is  so  unmistakably  the 
work  of  Sir  Enoch,  that  we  would  have  recognized  it  in  the 
dark.  Although  it  bristles  all  over  and  is  highly  seasoned,  it  is  stud¬ 
ded  with  gems.  We  must  extract  a  few  specimens. 

Under  Illinois  he  says  : 

•“For  ourselves  we  have  this  to  say,  that  if  the  Cryptic  Degrees 
can’t  live  on  their  own  merit — and  by  the  way  we  don’t  believe 
they  can — why  then  let  them  perish,  as  hundreds  of  better  so-called 
Masonic  Degrees  have  done  before.  The  committee,  in  reporting 
on  this  subject,  speak  of  ‘  this  branch  of  American  Masonry,  which 
for  the  past  century  has  been  recognized  in  some  form.  ’ 

“  This  is  historical  information  (?)” 

Si;  Carson  has  no  hesitation  in  scolding  his  neighbors  as  well  as 
those  at  a  distance.  If  he  sees  anything  wrong,  whether  at  home 
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or  abroad,  he  goes  after  the  wrong-doer  with  his  scalping-knife. 
Read  this  as  an  illustration  : 

v 

4 

“  By  the  way,  this  reminds  us  that  at  the  grand  triennial  parade 
and  review  of  Knights  Templar  in  Cleveland  we  noticed  that  the 
members  of  two  of  the  Ohio  Commanderies  wore  leggings,  which 
is  no  part  of  the  Templar  uniform,  and  made  the  wearers  look  as 
clumsy  as  Normandy  cart-horses,  as  was  facetiously  and  critically 
remarked  by  some  Knights  who  didn’t  have  leggings.  Certainly  it 
was  an  offensive  violation  of  the  custom  regulation,  and  in  very  bad 
taste,  as  the  Ohio  Knights  were  the  hosts,  as  it  were,  of  the  Grand 
Encampment.” 


And  this  explains  itself : 

“  We  believe  the  decision  and  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  is 
right;  we  don’t  care  if  there  are  one  hundred  votes  cast,  and 
ninety-nine  of  them  are  blanks ;  the  one  vote  cast  should  elect. 
Those  pure-minded  souls  who  can  find  no  mortal  to  vote  for  in  the 
entire  membership  of  the  Body  should  have  the  privilege  of  voting 
their  sentiments  ;  as  their  minds  are  blank,  let  them  vote  blank  ;  and 
let  them  vanish  into  their  proper  place  in  the  count  of  the  votes — 
empty  nothingness.  Blanks  in  politics,  religion,  morality,  or  Ma¬ 
sonry,  have  no  rights  which  men — men  who  think  and  act — are 
called  upon  to  respect.” 


Reviewing  Pennsylvania,  he  says  that  Grand  Commander  Kauff¬ 
man’s  address  “is  a  well-prepared  and  interesting  document,”  and 
shows  a  large  amount  of  work  performed.  He  don’t  like  the  word 
“invade,”  and  hopes  to  see  it  eliminated  from  Templar  literature. 
“  It  is  a  pretentious,  snobbish  word,  not  in  harmony  with  the  spirit 
of  our  religious  and  military  Order.”  We  fully  concur.  He  says 
Sir  Church’s  report  was  “  in  most  courteous  and  dignified  lan¬ 
guage.”  The  pamphlet  of  Proceedings  is  “gotten  up  in  most  ex¬ 
cellent  style which  is  true  for  you,  Sir  Enoch. 

He  says  that  although  parades,  balls,  and  banquets  are  proclaimed 
against  in  Grand  Commander’s  addresses  and  in  resolutions,  they  go 
on  all  the  same.  “  For  while  we  denounce  we  always  accept  the  in¬ 
vitations  and  participate  in  the  festivities.”  He  recounts  the  instru¬ 
mentalities  used  to  secure  proficiency  in  drill,  and  then  sums  up 
with  this  plain  talk  : 

“  Now,  after  all  this,  one  would  naturally  suppose  that  the  great 


174  Proceedings  Annual  Conclave ,  1879. 

aim  and  object  of  the  Templars  was  to  perfect  the  members  in  the 
drill,  preparatory  to  some  grand  pageant  or  outside  show.  And  we 
cannot  but  expect  that  our  members  will  want  to  make  public  dis¬ 
play  of  their  skill,  and  show  how  artistically  they  can  form  a  triangle, 
cross,  etc.  Are  they  to  spend  the  whole  winter  in  studying  the 
‘  School  of  the  Temple,’  in  marching,  counter-marching,  and  filing 
right  and  left,  etc.,  under  Garfield’s  or  Welch’s  Drill  and  Tactics, 
and  then  in  the  spring  be  snubbed  by  being  informed  that  pageants 
and  displays  are  discountenanced  by  the  Grand  Commandery? 

“  This  is  as  nonsensical  as  it  would  be  for  a  father  to  spend  large 
sums  of  money  on  his  sons  and  daughters  in  the  employment  of 
teachers  to  instruct  them  in  dancing,  waltzing,  etc.,  and  after  they 
have  accomplished  themselves  in  both  plain  and  fancy  dancing,  to 
prohibit  them  from  ‘  appearing  in  public  ’  as  dancers  at  balls  or 
parties,  ‘  except  upon  funeral  occasions.’ 

“  And  yet  we  are  about  as  inconsistent  as  this. 

“We  exhort,  coax,  and  threaten  our  members  if  they  don’t  buy  a 
uniform  and  perfect  themselves  in  the  drill,  and  then  we  deliver 
ourselves  of  the  most  serious  homilies  against  public  parades  and 
shows.” 

Commanderies,  29  ;  Knighted,  242  ;  members,  2538. 

Sir  Brenton  D.  Babcock,  of  Cleveland,  Grand  Commander  ;  Sir 
James  Nesbitt,  Troy,  Grand  Recorder. 


OHIO,  1878.  . 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Put-in-Bay,  Au¬ 
gust  27th,  R.  E.  Brenton  D.  Babcock,  Grand  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing.  Twenty-nine  Commanderies  represented,  and  Representa¬ 
tives  from  nine  Grand  Bodies  present.  Sir  John  D.  Caldwell, 
though  present,  did  not  respond  for  Pennsylvania.  A  grand  review, 
inspection,  and  drill  took  place  in  the  afternoon,  and  was  followed 
by  a  congratulatory  order  from  the  Grand  Commander. 

Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  Conclave  the  unlawful  resolu¬ 
tion,  usual  in  Ohio,  suspending  the  rule  as  to  uniform  was  passed. 

Sir  Lafayette  Lyttle,  Grand  Captain-General  of  the  Grand 
Encampment,  was  introduced  in  a  neat  speech  by  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  as  the  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master.  Sir  Lyttle 
responded  in  exceeding  good  taste. 

The  annual  address  fills  eleven  pages  of  the  pamphlet,  and  is  an 
admirable  statement  of  the  official  doings.  The  Right  Eminent  re¬ 
ports  that  during  the  year  peace  and  harmony  have  prevailed  in  the 
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jurisdiction,  and  the  usual  degree  of  prosperity  within  the  ranks. 
He  announces  the  death  of  Sir  Orrin  Welch  in  feeling  terms.  A 
number  of  dispensations  were  issued  for  various  purposes,  including 
that  of  balloting  “in  less  time,”  etc.  Dispensations  for  three  new 
Commanderies  were  granted  and  one  refused,  and  several  informal 
applications  for  his  “  favorable  consideration  of  the  claims  of  va¬ 
rious  localities  for  new  Commanderies.”  He  recommends  the  re¬ 
peal  of  a  section  of  the  Statutes  and  Regulations  which  provides 
that  the  Grand  Commandery  acknowledges  no  Masonic  degrees  or 
orders  but  those  conferred  in  this  country  under  the  authority  of 
Grand  Lodges,  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  Grand  Councils  of  R. 
&  S.  M.,  the  Grand  Encampment,  and  the  Supreme  Councils  of  the 
A.  A.  S.  Rite,  and  bodies  of  corresponding  rank  in  foreign  coun¬ 
tries,  requiring  all  Sir  Knights  holding  to  or  receiving  any  irregular 
degree  under  the  assumed  name  of  Masonry  or  Knighthood  to  with¬ 
draw  therefrom  under  pain  of  expulsion,  and  forbidding  all  Councils 
and  Commanderies  to  receive  any  candidate  or  visitor  who  is  in  any 
manner  concerned  in  or  with  such  clandestine  degrees.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Jurisprudence,  to  whom  this  recommendation  was  referred, 
reported  a  recommendation  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  subject 
at  that  Conclave. 

Now  we  want  to  know.  As  Pennsylvania  does  not  recognize  the 
General  Grand  Chapter,  we  were  not  made  a  Royal  Arch  Mason 
u  under  the  authority  ”  of  that  Body ;  are  we,  therefore,  anathema  ? 
We  agree  with  the  Grand  Commander, — but  excuse  us,  Sir  Enoch, 
that  is  a  local  rule  which  we  ought  not  to  discuss. 

The  Deputy  submitted  a  brief  report  of  his  official  actions.  Four 
charters  for  new  Commanderies  were  granted.  The  application  for 
a  dispensation  for  a  Commandery  at  Circleville  was  postponed.  An 
appropriation  of  $600  for  the  yellow  fever  sufferers  was  made,  to  be 
distributed  equally  in  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Ten¬ 
nessee. 

A  memorial  page  is  dedicated  to  Sir  Orrin  Welch. 

A  large  amount  of  business  was  transacted,  which  was  of  a  purely 
local  and  routine  character. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  again  from  the  fertile  brain  of 
Sir  Carson,  and  as  to  its  characteristics  we  can  only  refer  to  what 
we  have  said  of  his  report  for  1877,  although  the  truth  would  bear 
us  out  in  saying  that  in  spots  at  least  it  is  infinitely  more  caustic. 
The  Proceeedings  of  thirty  Grand  Bodies  are  ably  reviewed  in  one 
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hundred  and  forty-three  pages,  six  of  which  are  devoted  to  Pennsyl¬ 
vania  for  1878.  We  would  like  to  adopt  a  large  part  of  this  report, 
but  space  forbids.  However,  we  must  find  room  for  something. 

The  Grand  Commander  of  California  having  decided  that  the  loss 
of  an  eye  is  no  disqualification  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood,  Sir 
Carson  remarks ; 


“  How  will  it  be  with  this  one-eyed  Knight  when  the  command  is 
given,  ‘Eyes  right  !  ’  Can  he  do  that?  no;  then  he  was  ineligible. 
Save  the  landmarks  1” 

Referring  to  the  “  Code  of  Uniform  ”  proposed  in  Illinois,  he 
says : 

“  If  this  business  was  to  be  confined  to  Illinois,  we  would  not  have 
a  word  to  say,  but  inasmuch  as  we  believe  that  the  adopting  of  such 
a  Code  by  any  Grand  Commandery  will  have  a  dangerous  tendency 
to  the  general  welfare  of  the  Order  throughout  the  United  States, 
we  do  most  sincerely  hope  and  pray  that  this  report  may  be  per¬ 
mitted  to  rest  forever  with  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  committed. 
Too  much  toggery  hath  made  thee  mad  1” 

The  committee  in  Indiana  to  whom  the  resolution  forbidding  the 
use  of  intoxicating  liquors  at  Templar  banquets  was  referred,  hav¬ 
ing  reported  that  it  is  of  doubtful  propriety,  not  to  say  authority,  to 
dictate  what  Sir  Knights  shall  eat  or  drink  at  their  banquets,  this 
insinuating  inquiry  is  propounded  :  , 

“  Is  there  really  any  greater  impropriety  in  legislating  on  what 
we  shall  eat  than  there  is  in  legislating  about  what  we  shall  wear?” 

Having  reached  Indiana  he  mounts  what  Sir  Woodruff  calls  his 
“  one-legged  hobby,”  and  this  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  way  he  under¬ 
takes  to  ride  down  Sir  Cruft  : 

“  We  contend,  however,  that  it  is  all  a  moral  question  ;  it  is  the  be¬ 
ginning,  the  middle,  and  end  of  our  argument.  In  operative  Masonry 
a  man  with  a  wooden  leg  would  be  a  failure  ;  in  symbolic  Masonry, 
‘  that  beautiful  system  of  morality,  veiled  in  allegory  and  illustrated 
by  symbols,’  he  might  be  a  shining  light  for  all  to  imitate.  The 
committee  says  ‘  it  is  contrary  to  an  established  landmark.’ 

“  If  this  is  a  landmark,  then  what  becomes  of  the  following  regula¬ 
tions  contained  in  the  same  article  : 

“  ‘The  parents  be  of  lawful  blood  (7.  e.,  no  bastard  !  )  He  must  be 
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perfect  in  his  limbs,  for  it  were  a  great  shame  to  make  a  halt  man, 
and  a  lame,  for  an  imperfect  man  of  such  blood  should  do  the  Craft 
but  little  good.  Thus  you  must  know  every  one.  The  Craft  would 
have  a  mighty  man  ;  a  maimed  man  hath  no  might,  ye  may  it  know 
long  before  night.” — Haliwell’s  Constitutions  of  Masonry. 

“  Here  is  another  landmark  which  we  have  found  in  all  the  old 
Constitutions  of  Masonry  we  have  examined  :  ~ 

“  ‘The  might  of  the  Father  of  Heaven,  the  wisdom  of  the  glorious 
Son,  and  the  goodness  of  the  Holy  Ghost,  three  persons  and  one 
God,  be  with  us  now  and  ever,  Amen.’ 

“  Here  is  another  : 

“  ‘  The  first  charge  is  that  you  shall  be  true  to  God  and  Holy 
Church,  and  to  use  no  Error  nor  Heresie,’  etc. 

“  All  these  are  ‘  landmarks  ’  quite  as  much  as  the  ‘  perfect  man  ’ 
rule  is. 

“We  contend,  however,  that  one  and  all  of  these  rules  have  be¬ 
come  obsolete  since  Masonry  assumed  its  present  purely  philosophi¬ 
cal  and  moral  character,  and  has  become  cosmopolite  in  religion.” 

Again  he  says : 

“We  notice  that  the  committee  use  the  words  this  ‘Grand  Obe¬ 
dience’  for  this  Grand  Jurisdiction  or  this  Grand  Commandery. 

“  Well,  hasn’t  it  the  right  to  apply  these  words  in  that  way? 

“  Certainly;  who  said  it  had  not  ?  only  it  struck  us — well,  that’s 
all.” 

Take  care,  Sir  Carson  ;  that  is  a  purely  local  matter,  and  we  in¬ 
sist  on  you  taking  a  dose  of  your  own  medicine,  no  matter  how 
nauseous  you  may  think  it. 

Under  Iowa  we  find  the  following  emphatic  declaration  : 


“  We  are  Bourbon  in  our  Masonry,  and  to  a  limited  extent  in  some 
other  things;  believe  in  a  strong  central  government;  would  favor  a 
Central  National  Grand  Lodge.  Have  views  on  this  subject  which 
we  won’t  venture  to  elaborate  at  this  time,  but  we  say  Vive  le  Grand 
Encampment  toujours.  And  we  never  expect,  nor  do  we  desire,  to 
hold  office  in  the  body  either.” 


Under  Maine,  referring  to  Webb’s  Ritual,  he  uses  this  fine  bit  of 
irony. 

“  Just  so ;  and  that  is  the  Ritual  we  have  in  Ohio;  we  had  it  from 
Webb,  who  only  taught  it  orally,  except  for  special  consideratioii ; 
that  special  consideration  has  been  a  landmark  with  all  lecturers,  from 
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Preston  down  to  the  last  and  most  improved  edition  of  the  article 
in  these  United  States  !” 

Sir  Hunt,  of  New  Hampshire,  looks  hopefully  for  the  day  when 
the  chair  of  Grand  Commander  everywhere  will  be  filled  by  persons 
who,  knowing  what  is  right,  dare  to  express  and  firmly  maintain  it. 
And  as  to  that  Sir  Carson  says : 

“  So  long  as  demagoguery  is  the  grand  qualification  for  success  in 
Church  or  State,  we  cannot  expect  the  Masonic  beatitude  hoped 
for  by  our  distinguished  Frater.” 

Under  Pennsylvania,  he  is  disposed  to  be  a  little  rough  with  Sir 
Meyer,  our  predecessor.  He  says  1 

“  As  a  prolegomenon  to  the  report  he  gives  us  a  little  thunder  and 
lightning  about  the  practice  that  prevails  in  most  of  the  Grand 
Commanderies,  immediately  after  the  opening  ceremonies,  of  dis¬ 
pensing  with  the  wearing  of  the  full  uniform  during  the  remainder 
of  the  session ;  and  he  adds,,  c  surely  such  was  not  the  intention  of 
the  law.’ 

“  Certainly  it  was  and  is  the  intention  of  the  law ;  for  it  says :  ‘  No 
officer  or  member  can  be  present  in  the  Grand  Encampment,  or  in 
a  Grand  Commandery,  unless  in  full  Templar  uniform,  except  by  the 
vote  of  the  body  excusing  him' 

“  The  inference  from  Sir  Meyer’s  remarks  is  that  the  Grand  Com¬ 
manderies  violate  some  law  of  the  Grand  Encampment  when  they 
dispense  with  the  wearing  of  the  uniform  in  their  Annual  Conclaves, 
but  the  above  exception  gives  them  the  power  to  do  this*  and  a  very 
good  and  wholesome  provision  it  is  too.” 

We  have  briefly  discussed  this  question  elsewhere,  and  stoutly 
maintain  that  Sir  Meyer  is  wholly  right  and  Sir  Carson  wholly 
wrong.  The  rule  governs  the  whole  Grand  Body,  and  the  exception 
contemplates  the  excusing  of  an  individual  officer  or  member,  and 
not  the  whole  body  en  masse.  It  is  a  rule  with  exceptions,  and  you 
have  no  power  to  make  the  exceptions  so  numerous  as  to  include  all 
officers  and  members  and  thus  entirely  abrogate  the  rule  in  practice. 
The  law  above  quoted  contains  no  provision  for  its  entire  suspen¬ 
sion,  as  is  the  improper  practice  in  Ohio.  The  only  way  you  can 
bring  yourselves- within  the  letter  of  the  law  is  to  pass  a  separate  vote 
excusing  each  officer  and  member,  but  in  doing  that  you  violate  the 
spirit  of  the  law,  which  should  never  be  done. 
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The  Illinois  reviewer  takes  issue  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of 
Maryland  in  its  controversy  with  the  Grand  Commandery  of  West 
Virginia,  which  led  to  the  former  adopting,  this  resolution  : 

m  "4 

• 

il  Resolved,  That  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  or,  in 
its  recess,  that  of  the  Grand  Commander,  as  well  as  the  consent  of 
the  nearest  Commandery,  is  absolutely  necessary  to  permit  any 
Commandery  of  another  jurisdiction  to  confer  the  Orders  upon  a 
resident  of  this  jurisdiction.” 


Sir  Carson  remarks  : 

“  The  committee  appears  to  have  overlooked  that  provision  of  the 
Code  (Article  XVIII  (now  XXV),  Section  i)  which  provides  in  the- 
absence  of  a  Statute  of  the  proper  Grand  Commandery,  or  of  a 
special  edict  of  the  Grand  Encampment  defining  the  limits  of  each 
Commandery,  the  jurisdiction  thereof,  whether  chartered  or  under 
dispensation,  extends  in  all  directions  to  one-half  the  distance,  by 
direct  line,  between  itself  and  the  next  nearest  Commandery.. 

“  Under  this  the  Grand  Commandery  may  make  such  regulations 
in  regard  to  jurisdiction  over  grades  as  she  deems  proper,  therefore 
it  was  perfectly  legal  for  Maryland  to  make  the  regulation  she  has. 

.  .  .  In  the  absence  of  a  law  of  the  Grand  Commandery  of  Mary¬ 
land  to  the  contrary,  and  the  subsequent  passage  of  the  resolution 
as  quoted  above  would  indicate  there  was  none  on  this  subject,  there 
was  nothing  irregular  or  discourteous  in  the  proceedings.  The 
Grand  Commandery  of  Maryland  now  having  made  a  law  on  the 
subject,  to  violate  it  would  be  *  discourteous  and  irregular.’  ” 

We  submit  that  the  resolution  was  unnecessary  for  the  reasons  we 
have  given  elsewhere.  We  call  Sir  Carson’s  attention  to  the  fact 
that  he  has  omitted  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  the  Statute 
he  quotes  from.  “  Provided,  that  in  no  case  can  it  extend  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  State,  Territory,  or  District  in  which  it  is  located;” 
that  is,  in  no  case,  neither  by  Statute  of  the  Grand  Commandery,  or 
by  special  edict  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  can  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  Subordinate  Body  extend  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  in  which 
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it  is  located.  It  is  perfectly  clear  to  us  that  the  action  of  the  West 
Virginia  Commandery  was  a  violation  of  the  law ;  but  more  than 
that,  it  is  a  grave  question  whether  the  consent  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Maryland  could  have  given  lawful  jurisdiction.  We 
hold  that  it  could  not.  The  proviso  is  absolutely  prohibitory.  In  no 
case — there  are  no  exceptions — in  no  case  shall  jurisdiction  extend 
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beyond  the  limits  of  the  State.  We  commend  this  point  to  the 
mature  consideration  of  all  Sir  Knights. 

We  assent  to  this  with  all  our  heart  : 

“  Wouldn’titbe  in  bettertaste  forallofusto  say  Brother  andBroth- 
ers,  instead  of  Frater  and  Fraters?  Certainly  we  would  escape  the 
criticism  of  our  classical  reviewers,  and  possibly  thereby  make  them 
unhappy. 

“  Let’s  all  say  Brother  !  although  it  is  vulgar  English.” 

Brother  Enoch,  we  salute  you. 

We  find  this  under  Vermont,  and  will  probably  have  occasion  to 
use  it  hereafter  : 

“  It  has  always  appeared  to  us  that  we  have  given  too  much  of  an 
almsgiving  interpretation  to  the  word  charity.  The  striking  and  im¬ 
pressive  scene  now  so  conspicuous  in  the  Entered  Apprentice  Degree, 
intended  to  illustrate  the  virtue  charity,  gives  it  an  exclusively  alms¬ 
giving  character.  This  ceremony,  however,  was  only  introduced 
into  the  degree  at  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  it  is  not  practiced 
to-day  in  Pennsylvania  nor  upon  the  Continent.  It  probably  origi¬ 
nated  with  some  itinerant  ‘  Masonic  lecturer,’  who  was  preparing 
the  way  for  putting  a  personal  loan  on  the  Masonic  market.” 

The  space  which  we  have  already  devoted  to  this  pamphlet  com¬ 
pels  us  to  stop,  although  we  have  used  scarcely  a  third  of  the  pas¬ 
sages  we  had  marked.  Much  as  we  like  this  report,  and  deeply  as  it 
has  interested  us,  our  duty  compels  us  to  say  that  it  has  one  bad 
blemish, — we  refer  to  the  review  of  Mississippi.  In  our  perusal  of 
the  various  Proceedings,  nothing  has  given  us  so  much  discomfort  as 
the  dispute  between  Ohio  and  Mississippi.  As  we  are  a  stranger  to 
Sir  De  Lap,  and  a  warm  personal  friend  of  Sir  Carson,  we  have  con¬ 
cluded  to  administer  at  this  point  a  slight  admonition.  We  agree 
with  Sir  Carson  “  that  we  have  given  too  much  of  an  almsgiving 
interpretation  to  the  word  charity,”  and  we  adopt  a  portion  of  his 
quotation  from  St.  Paul : 

“  ‘  Charity  sujfereth  long ,  and  is  kind ;  charity  envieth  not ;  charity 
vaunteth  not  itself,  is  not  puffed  up,  doth  not  behave  itself  unseemly , 
seeketh  not  her  own,  is  not  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil. 

“  ‘  Rejoiceth  not  in  iniquity,  but  rejoiceth  in  the  truth. 

“  ‘  Beareth  all  things ,  believeth  all  things,  hopeth  all  things,  en~ 
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dureth  all  things.  Charity  never  faileth.’ — I  Corinthians,  chap,  xiii, 
v.  4-8.” 

Brother  Enrch,  read  the  italics,  and  answer  the  various  questions 
which  they  suggest.  We  need  not  formulate  them.  We  are  terri¬ 
bly  in  earnest  about  this  matter,  and  would  be  rejoiced  to  see  every 
cause  for  strife  and  heart-burning  removed,  and  that  it  could  be 
said  that  in  this  great  Brotherhood  of  ours  the  charity  which  we 
teach  we  also  practice,  and  that  it  is  rich  enough  and  warm  enough 
to  allay  every  angry  passion  as  soon  as  it  arises. 

When  the  first  Crusaders  were  on  their  way  to  Jerusalem,  Tancred 
and  Baldwin  were  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  dispersing  the  straggling 
hordes  of  Turks  which  infested  the  track  they  intended  to  pursue. 
Tancred  first  arrived  under  the  walls  of  Tarsus,  and  obtained  posses¬ 
sion  of  the  city  dssoon  as  he  demanded  it.  Stebbing,  in  his  history 
of  Chivalry  and  the  Crusades,  relates  what  followed  : 

“  His  companion,  however,  on  discovering  the  success  which  had 
attended  him,  was  filled  with  an  unworthy  jealousy,  and  in  an  un- 
knightly  manner  demanded  the  surrender  of  the  city  to  his  superior 
forces.  An  appeal  was  made  to  the  inhabitants,  who,  without  hesi¬ 
tation,  professed  their  desire  to  receive  Tancred  rather  than  Bald¬ 
win  for  their  master.  But  this  answer  was  not  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  angry  chief ;  and  by  threats  and  promises  he  obtained  an  en¬ 
trance  into  the  town,  and  the  standard  of  the  brave  Tancred  was 
hurled  from  the  walls.  The  prudence  and  moderation  of  that  Knight, 
who  seems  to  have  been  endowed  with  a  degree  of  Christian  virtue 
not  possessed  by  his  associates,  saved  his  followers  and  those  of  Bald¬ 
win  from  a  bloody  contest ;  and  reminding  the  former  of  the  object 
for  which  they  had  left  their  homes,  he  led  them  from  the  scene  of 
contention  to  seek  conquests  elsewhere.” 

We  need  not  point  the  moral. 

If  Sir  De  Lap  can  take  any  of  our  remarks  to  himself  without  of¬ 
fence  it  will  gratify  us. 

Commanderies,  34;  Knighted,  221;  members,  2783. 

Sir  Brenton  D.  Babcock  re-elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir 
James  Nesbitt  continues  Grand  Recorder. 


TENNESSEE,  1878. 

The  Sixteenth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Nashville,  May  2d, 
1878,  Sir  Edward  R.  T.  Worsham,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
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Fourteen  Commanderies  represented.  Representatives  from  twenty 
Grand  Bodies  present,  Pennsylvania  not  among  the  number. 

It  was  unanimously  resolved  “  that  the  requirement  of  ‘full  Tem¬ 
plar  uniform  ’  be  suspended  during  this  Grand  Conclave.”  Sir 
Meyer,  our  immediate  predecessor,  clearly  pointed  out  that  such  ac¬ 
tion  is  unlawful ;  and  as  he  has  been  somewhat  criticized,  we  have 
elsewhere  attempted  to  sustain  his  position. 

The  annual  address  is  practical  and  well  written.  The  Grand 
Commander  says  that  “  while  the  past  year  has  been  one  of  steady 
progress,  the  future  is  ripe  with  hope.”  He  refers  to  death’s  grim 
work,  and  announces  in  kindly  words  the  decease  of  Sir  John 
Chester  and  Sir  John  Rowen  Glover.  When  with  his  face  to¬ 
wards  the  future  he  saw  it  so  ripe  with  hope,  is  it  likely  that  his  pro¬ 
phetic  vision  could  have  seen  that  hope  that  remaineth  for  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  God  ?  Is  it  possible  that  he  could  have  seen  the  coming  of 
the  dread  scourge  which  devastated  the  city  of  his  home  in  a  few 
brief  months,  and  through  which  he  was  to  bear  his  cross  and  lay 
down  his  life  amid  his  heroic  labors  to  ameliorate  the  sufferings  of 
the  people  who  surrounded  him  ?  However  this  may  be,  we  know 
that  when  the  pestilent  scourge  came  he  stood  courageously  at  the 
post  of  duty,  and,  undeterred  by  the  appalling  danger  around  him,  he 
listened  only  to  the  promptings  of  humanity,  and  expended  himself 
in  his  noble  efforts  to  assuage  the  sufferings  and  sorrows  of  the  sick, 
the  needy  and  the  distressed,  until  at  last  he  fell  a  victim  to  the  fell 
destroyer,  and  passed  triumphantly,  we  hope,  to  the  reward  that 
awaits  the  valiant  soldier  of  the  Cross. 

The  proceedings  were  purely  local,  and  do  not  call  for  special 
mention. 

No  Report  on  Correspondence.  With  the  Proceedings  are  printed 
the  Constitution  of  the  Grand  Encampment,  the  Code  of  Statutes, 
Edict  of  1862,  relating  to  Uniform  and  Forms  for  Templar  Trials, 
with  suitable  indices.  Two  pages  of  the  pamphlet  headed  “  Exo¬ 
teric”  gives  a  brief  account  of  the  reception  of  the  Grand  Com- 
mandery  by  Nashville  Commandery,  No.  1,  the  conferring  of  the 
Order  of  Red  Cross  by  that  Commandery,  and  the  subsequent  ban¬ 
quet,  a  competitive  drill,  a  concert,  and  other  festivities. 

Commanderies,  14;  Knighted,  45  ;  members,  719. 

Sir  Wilbur  F.  Foster  is  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Morton  B. 
Howell  continues  Grand  Recorder. 
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TEXAS,  1878. 

The  - Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Austin,  January  30th, 

R.  E.  Sir  D.  R.  Gurley,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Thirteen 
Commanderies  were  represented,  and  Representatives  from  eight 
Grand  Commanderies  present,  including  Sir  Henry  Scherffries 
from  Pennsylvania. 

The  Grand  Commander’s  address  is  brief,  but  includes  all  that  is 
necessary.  In  the  introductory,  speaking  of  the  Order,  he  says : 

“  Is  it  an  active,  potent  agency  in  defence  of  the  pure  principles 
of  the  Christian  religion  ?  Does  its  influence,  as  illustrated  in  the 
lives  and  conduct  of  its  members,  give  evidence  of  the  fact  that  it 
rests  its  foundations  on  the  practice  of  the  Christian  virtues  ?  These  are 
important  questions,  upon  which,  if  we  seriously  reflect,  our  minds 
will  be  the  better  prepared  for  the  work  in  which  we  are  about  to 
engage.  The  spirit  of  our  age  is  intensely  and  progressively  utili¬ 
tarian.  Will  it  pay?  does  not  more  surely  determine  a  man’s  avo¬ 
cation  in  life  than  the  question,  Is  it  useful  ?  must  decide  the  des¬ 
tiny  of  every  institution  or  order  found  among  men.” 

He  reports  a  considerable  sum  of  money  in  the  treasury,  which 
is  annually  increasing,  and  inquires  whether  it  should  be  placed  at 
interest  and  left  to  accumulate,  or  invested  as  a  sacred  fund  to  be 
used  for  purposes  of  charity. 

He  reports  the  case  of  a  Commandery  which  held  a  Stated  Con¬ 
clave  December  10th,  adjourned  to  the  Friday  following,  and  then 
again  to  Monday  the  17th,  at  which  time  the  regular  business  was 
transacted  and  a  candidate  for  the  Orders  of  Knighthood  elected, 
upon  whom  the  Orders  were  conferred  on  the  19th.  As  the  Edicts 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  provide  that  “  Subordinate  Commander¬ 
ies  close ,  they  do  not  call  off  or  adjourn,”  he  decided  that  all  the 
proceedings  had  at  the  adjourned  meetings  were  illegal,  and  that  the 
petition  for  Knighthood  should  again  be  balloted  on  at  the  next 
stated  Conclave,  and,  if  approved,  the  Knight  should  be  healed  by 
readministering  to  him  the  vows  of  Knighthood  in  open  Command¬ 
ery.  The  decision  was  approved. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  adjournment  was  illegal,  and  that 
the  Commandery  was  at  fault  in  its  proceedings,  but  why  that  should 
affect  the  status  of  the  candidate,  who  was  wholly  innocent  in  the 
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matter,  we  are  unable  to  understand.  He  should  not  have  been  sub¬ 
jected  to  the  jeopardy  of  another  ballot,  for  had  an  objection  appeared 
the  matter  would  have  been  infinitely  more  complicated.  We  dis¬ 
like  all  irregularities,  but  it  is  not  just  to  hold  an  innocent  person 
equally  culpable  with  those  who  do  wrong  and  who  are  presumed  to 
know  what  is  right. 

The  following  resolution  was  in  answer  to  an  invitation  to  act  as 
escort  to  a  procession  of  Odd  Fellows : 

“  Resolved ,  That  the  Grand  Recorder  be  instructed  to  return  the 
thanks  of  this  Grand  Commandery  to  the  P.  G.  and  D.  D.  G.  P. 
for  their  polite  invitation,  and  to  inform  them  most  courteously  that 
it  is  not  in  accordance  with  Masonic  usage  for  its  Bodies  to  appear 
in  public  except  on  occasions  pertaining  to  that  Order.’ ’ 

Sir  B.  B.  Richardson,  Grand  Junior  Warden  of  the  Grand  En¬ 
campment,  and  Representative  of  the  Grand  Master,  was  received 
and  welcomed  with  Knightly  ceremonies. 

The  Committee  on  Work  presented  a  report  at  the  last  Conclave, 
which,  after  an  exemplification  by  Sir  Richardson,  was  approved. 

A  resolution  was  adopted  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  to  visit  every  Commandery  at  least  once  each  year,  and  give 
instruction  in  Templar  Law,  Drill,  and  Work,  and  report  to  the 
Annual  Conclave,  giving  the  condition  of  such  Commanderies. 
Should  he  be  unable  for  any  cause  to  make  such  visitations,  he  is  to 
have  the  same  done  by  some  officer  of  the  Grand  Commandery. 

Another  resolution  reads : 

“  Resolved ,  That  any  Subordinate  Commandery  in  this  jurisdic¬ 
tion  desiring  to  use  the  dogma  of  the  Red  Cross  in  conferring  that 
Order  is  hereby  authorized  to  do  so.” 

That  is  something  entirely  new  to  us.  We  have  had  the.  measles, 
whooping-cough,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  but  not  the  dogma  of 
the  Red  Cross. 

An  eloquent  address  was  delivered  by  Sir  F.  R.  Starr,  Grand 
Prelate,  on  the  text,  “  What  mean  you  by  this  service  ?” — Exodus  xi, 
26,  and  is  printed  with  the  Proceedings.  We  read  it  with  interest. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence,  reviewing  twenty-seven  Grand 
Commanderies,  is  well  written,  and  is  the  contribution  of  Sir  Robert 
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M.  Elgin.  It  is  brief,  but  sprightly  and  interesting.  We  can  only 
give  a  passage  or  two. 

This  under  New  York : 
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“  Seriously  we  think  the  tendency  to  too  much  legislation  has  ex¬ 
isted,  and  it  may  react  into  a  revulsion  of  feeling  not  calculated  to 
strengthen  the  claim  of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  universal  respect. 
We  think  it  should  confine  itself  to  legislating  upon  such  subjects  as 
are  matters  of  principle,  or  where,  as  in  the  case  of  the  ritual,  there 
ought  to  be  uniformity.  In  revising  our  State  Statutes  and  Regula¬ 
tions  recently  we  were  very  forcibly  reminded  of  the  fact  that  the 
Grand  Encampment  had  left  us  very  little  to  do  except  to  lop  off 
such  things  as  were  repugnant  to  the  General  Statutes.” 

From  a  pleasant  notice  of  Pennsylvania  for  1877  we  take  the  fol¬ 
lowing,  which  shows  the  sterling  good  sense  of  our  Texas  brethren  : 

uWe  will  say  to  the  Sir  Knight  that  in  Texas  we  are  very  much 
disposed  to  concur  with  our  Masonic  brethren  in  Pennsylvania,  al¬ 
though  in  many  of  our  usages  there  maybe  a  difference;  in  others, 
where  they  are  different  from  the  majority  of  States,  we  are  disposed 
to  side  with  the  old  Keystone  State.” 

In  his  introduction  he  remarks  : 

“  We  have  no  Proceedings  from  Bodies  outside  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  But  for  the  in¬ 
formation  of  our  Sir  Knights,  we  copy  the  review  of  Canada  and 
England  from  the  report  of  Sir  Pearson  Church,  of  Pennsylvania, 
who  gives  the  main  facts  in  fewer  words  than  any  other  reporter  so 
far  as  we  have  observed.” 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  68;  members,  518. 

Sir  James  Francis  Miller,  Gonzales,  Grand  Commander;  Sir 
Robert  Brewster,  Houston,  Grand  Recorder. 


VERMONT,  1878. 

The  Thirty-sixth  Annual  Conclave  was  held  June  nth  at  Burlington, 
R.  E.  Sir  Edward  S.  Dana,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Seven 
of  the  nine  Commanderies  on  the  rolls  were  represented,  and  Rep¬ 
resentatives  from  sixteen  Grand  Bodies  present,  Sir  John  B.  Hol¬ 
lenbeck  from  Pennsylvania  among  the  number. 
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Prior  to  the  opening  of  the  Conclave  the  Grand  Commandery 
was  escorted  to  the  Grand  Asylum  by  Beauseant  Commandery,  No. 

7,  and  Burlington  Commandery,  No.  2.  Dress  parade,  inspection, 
and  review  followed. 

The  annual  address  is  an  exceptionally  well-written  paper  of  ten 
pages.  The  Grand  Commander  gives  a  pleasant  account  of  his  visit 
to  the  Cleveland  Triennial.  There  is  an  “  increasing  disposition  in 
all  the  Commanderies  to  fully  uniform  and  equip  themselves  as  * 
Knights  Templar.”  The  Grand  Commander  was  handsomely  en¬ 
tertained  on  the  occasion  of  his  visits  to  Apollo  Commandery,  No. 

1,  Chicago;  St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  13,  Milwaukee;  and  De 
Molay  Commandery,  No.  7,  Boston.  By  invitation  of  the  Grand 
Master  of  the  United  States  he  attended  the  annual  inspection  and 
review  of  De  Molay  Mounted  Commandery,  No.  4,  at  Washington, 

D.  C.  He  falls  into  error  in  saying  that  “  this  is  the  only  mounted 
Commandery  in  the  United  States,”  overlooking  the  existence  of 
Corinthian  Chasseurs,  No.  53,  Philadelphia,  than  which  there  is  no 
more  elegant  and  perfect  Templar  organization  in  the  world.  He 
reports  the  Order  in  Vermont  to  be  “  in  a  prosperous  condition,” 
there  being  an  increase  of  new  members  over  the  preceding  year, 
the  increase  coming  “  from  a  class  of  men  who  will  add  strength 
and  honor  to  our  Order.”  The  conclusion  of  the  address  is  very 
eloquent,  reminding  us  of  the  dignity  of  our  profession,  and  inciting 
us  to  a  more  complete  discharge  of  our  exalted  duties. 

A  memorial  page  is  devoted  to  Sir  Orrin  Welch.  The  Com¬ 
mittee  on  Grievances  and  Appeals  reports  that  there  is  nothing  re¬ 
quiring  action  on  its  part,  and  that  there  is  not  “a  cross,  crabbed, 
sour,  contumacious  Templar  in  the  jurisdiction.”  Sir  John  W.  Si¬ 
mons’s  “  The  Beauseant  ”  is  adopted,  and  its  use  by  the  Subordinate 
Commanderies  ordered. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  contributed  by  Sir  Russell  S. 
Taft,  who  in  seventeen  pages  pleasantly  reviews  the  Proceedings  of 
thirty-one  Grand  Bodies.  Pennsylvania  for  1877  barely  gets  n, 
getting  only  a  nine  line  notice.  To  illustrate  what  Sir  Taft  can  do 
and  why  he  didn’t  do  more,  we  give  the  head  and  tail  of  his  report. 

The  head : 

“  Ten  years  ago,  after  three  years’  service,  we  laid  aside, — not 
only  the  simple  pen,  which  is  said  to  be  mightier  than  the  sword, — 
but  the  pen  of  the  Foreign  Correspondence  Committee,  which  is 
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conceded  by  all  good  men  and  true  to  be  the  mightiest  pen  of  all. 
We  left  at  that  time  a  jolly  crew  ;  a  good  natured,  devil-may-care 
crowd,  ready  at  all  times  to  defend  the  right,  uphold  the  principles 
of  our  Order,  and  use  their  literary  shillalahs  over  each  other’s 
heads,  following  the  rule  of  ‘  Donnybrook  Fair  ’  of  hitting  a  head 
wherever  one  was  to  be  seen.” 

JM 

The  tail : 

11  Here  you  have  it ;  as  the  Connecticut  man  said  about  his  din¬ 
ner, — 1  It  is  good  enough,  what  there  is  of  it,  and  there  is  enough 
of  it,  such  as  it  is.’  Under  the  circumstances,  this  report  is  much 
better  than  we  expected.  To  insure  a  good  one,  the  writer  should 
be  a  man  of  ‘  elegant  leisure  he  should  have  a  salary  at  least  equal 
in  amount  to  that  of  the  Attorney-General,  a  vacation  of  six  weeks 
in  the  month  of  August ;  then  with  a  few  clerks,  and  the  Proceed¬ 
ings  passed  to  him  periodically  during  the  year,  he  might  write 
something  of  value.  But  to  have,  as  we  had,  a  day  or  two  before 
this  report  was  expected,  an  express  package  tumbled  into  our 
office,  marked  ‘  Proceedings  of  Grand  Commanderies;’  two  terms 
of  court  to  attend  ;  a  young  Templar  on  our  hands,  about  three 
weeks  old,  and  ‘  mind  now  ’  the  first  one  in  the  family  ;  and  many 
other  things  to  distract  us, — it  was  more  than  any  ordinary  man 
could  do  to  elegantly  write  as  our  predecessor  and  our  foreign 
friends  have  done.  But  if  our  kind  confreres  do  not  value  our 
effort,  rendered  under  such  unfavorable  circumstances,  as  highly  as 
they  might  otherwise  do,  we  can  only  trust  that  we  may  be  more 
favorably  situated  to  serve  them  hereafter,  and  will  console  ourself 
with  the  comforting  reflection  that  it  becomes  a  good  Templar  to 
be  patient,  biding  his  time  when,  in  the  Asylum  above,  he  wears  the 
crown  of  life  promised  to  those  that  are  faithful  unto  death.” 

Commanderies,  9  ;  Knighted,  39  ;  members,  659. 

Sir  Edward  S.  Dana,  New  Haven,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir 
J.  Monroe  Poland,  Montpelier,  Grand  Recorder,  re-elected. 


VIRGINIA,  1878. 

The - Annual  Assembly  was  held  at  Norfolk,  November  12th, 

Sir  Robert  E.  Withers,  R.  E.  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
Thirteen  Commanderies  represented. 

Immediately  after  the  opening  of  the  Grand  Commandery  a 
choicely  expressed  address  of  welcome  to  the  “  City  by  the  Sea” 
was  delivered  by  Sir  J.  F.  Rogers,  Eminent  Commander  of  Grice 
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Commandery,  No.  16,  of  that  city.  A  graceful  part  of  the  address 
was  the  special  welcome  extended  to  certain  Sir  Knights  from  New 
York  and  Ohio,  the  members  of  whose  Commanderies  had  rendered 
devoted  service  while  living  and  after  his  death  to  Sir  M.  Haven 
Stevens,  then  Eminent  Commander  of  Grice  Commandery. 

The  Grand  Commander  responded  in  fitting  speech,  and  feelingly 
expressed  the  obligation  and  gratitude  of  the  Grand  Commandery 
to  the  visiting  Sir  Knights  from  New  York  and  Ohio. 

Portsmouth  Commandery,  No.  5,  extended  an  invitation  to  a 
breakfast  at  Portsmouth  the  following  morning  at  8  o’clock,  which 
was  courteously  and  thankfully  accepted. 

The  Grand  Commander  submitted  an  admirable  address,  in  which 
he  announced  in  becoming  terms  the  decease  of  Sir  Orrin  Welch, 
Grand  Warden  of  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States,  and 
John  Robin  McDaniel,  Past  Grand  Commander  of  Virginia.  The 
doings  of  the  year  are  submitted  with  business-like  brevity  and  clear¬ 
ness.  He  decides,  with  the  approval  of  the  Grand  Commandery, 
that  with  consent  of  the  Grand  Commander  an  officer  of  a  Com¬ 
mandery  U.  D.  can  resign,  and  that  a  member  of  such  a  Comman¬ 
dery  cannot  withdraw  until  after  a  charter  has  been  issued.  The 
death  of  Sir  John  Robin  McDaniel  was  made  the  subject  of  an  elo¬ 
quent  memorial  and  suitable  resolutions.  The  committee  appointed 
at  a  former  Assembly  to  revise  the  ritual  exemplified  their  work  by 
conferring  the  three  orders  on  a  Companion  of  Norfolk  United 
Royal  Arch  Chapter,  No.  1.  A  charter  for  anew  Commandery  was 
granted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Grand  Commander’s  Address  presented  a 
thoughtful  and  well-written  report,  in  which  some  in  their  ranks 
“  who  are  profane,  immoral,  and  drunkards  ”  are  freely  spoken  of. 
They  say  that  if  Eminent  Commanders  cannot  control  their  com¬ 
mands  they  should  be  removed,  and  if  Commanderies  will  not  sus¬ 
tain  their  officers  in  carrying  out  the  principles  of  the  Templar 
Order  their  charters  should  be  withdrawn.  They  submit  a  resolution 
that  an  address  shall  be  delivered  before  the  Grand  Commandery 
“upon  the  nature,  character,  principles,  and  practices  of  the  Templar 
Mason’s  duties,”  and,  unless  otherwise  ordered  at  the  time,  be  pub¬ 
lished  with  the  Proceedings  and  read  to  the  several  Commanderies 
when  properly  assembled  to  hear  the  orders  of  their  superiors.  The 
report  and  resolution  were  approved. 
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The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Work,  as  exemplified,  was 
adopted,  and  the  committee  continued  as  the  custodian  of  the  work. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  the  work  of  Sir  James  A.  Scott, 
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and  in  sixty-six  pages  reviews  in  a  very  pleasant  and  entertaining 
style  thirty-six  Proceedings.  Pennsylvania  is  favored  with  four  pages, 
principally  devoted  to  approved  extracts  from  the  address  of  Grand 
Commander  Egle.  Of  Sir  Church  it  is  kindly  said  :  “  While  we 
lose  a  choice  spirit,  and  an  honor  to  our  corps,  yet  the  fellow-citizens 
of  Sir  Church  have  greatly  honored  themselves  in  honoring  him.” 
So  say  we,  all  of  us.  For  the  courteous  welcome  extended  to  us  be¬ 
fore  our  appearance,  we  bow  our  thanks. 

We  had  marked  a  great  many  things  in  this  report  as  worthy  of 
special  notice,  but  our  work  has  so  grown  upon  our  hands  that  neces¬ 
sity  has  called — halt  !  We  are  generally  in  accord  with  Sir  Scott, 
but  there  are  a  few  things  that  we  intended  to  criticize.  As  space 
will  not  permit  us  to  praise  the  things  we  approve,  we  will  not  be 
base  enough  to  single  out  those  we  do  not  approve.  , 

Commanderies,  15  ;  Knighted,  87  ;  members,  852. 

Sir  James  G.  Bain,  Grand  Commander;  Sir  William  B.  Isaacs, 
Grand  Recorder. 

WEST  VIRGINIA,  1875,  1876,  1877. 

In  one  volume  we  have  the  proceedings  of  three  Annual  Con¬ 
claves.  The  Second  Conclave  was  held  at  Charleston,  September 
20th,  1875,  R*  E.  Sir  Odell  S.  Long,  Grand  Commander,  presid¬ 
ing.  Two  Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commandery  being  just  put  upon  its  feet,  the  labors 
of  the  Grand  Commander  were  not  yet  onerous,  but  such  as  they 
were  the  annual  address  shows  that  they  were  faithfully  performed. 
Two  dispensations  were  issued  for  new  Commanderies. 

A  charter  was  granted  to  Potomac  Commandery,  No.  5,  under 
dispensation. 

A  Past  Grand  Commander’s  jewel  was  voted  to  Sir  Long. 

The  Third  Annual  Conclave  was  held  at  Parkersburg,  September 
20th,  1876,  R.  E.  Sir  George  W.  Patton,  Grand  Commander,  pre¬ 
siding.  Three  Commanderies  represented. 

The  Grand  Commander  gives  a  good  account  of  himself  in  his 
annual  address.  Two  dispensations  for  new  Commanderies  were 
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issued,  one  at  Wheeling,  under  the  name  of  Cyrene,  and  the  other 
at  Parkersburg,  under  the  name  of  Calvary. 

Charters  were  granted  to  Crusade,  as  No.  6,  at  Fairmount ;  Cy¬ 
rene,  as  No.  7  ;  and  Calvary,  as  No.  3 ;  the  charter  of  Star  of  the 
West,  No.  3,  at  Morgantown,  having  been  arrested. 

The  Grand  Commander  was  authorized  to  appoint  a  Grand  Lec¬ 
turer,  who  shall  have  authority  to  teach  and  prescribe  the  ritual. 

A  jewel  was  ordered  for  Past  Grand  Commander  Patton. 

The  Fourth  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Wheeling,  August  25th,  1877, 
R.  E.  Sir  Hugh  Sterling,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Six 
Commanderies  represented. 

The  annual  address  states  the  official  doings  in  a  very  straightfor¬ 
ward  and  business-like  way.  Although  peace  and  harmony  prevail, 
there  is  a  spirit  of  indifference  in  all  the  Commanderies  with  but 
few  exceptions.  This  is  greatly  to  be  regretted.  Crusade  Com- 
mandery  failed  to  be  constituted. 

There  is  no  Report  on  Correspondence,  but  a  committee  has  been 
appointed  from  whom  it  is  likely  something  will  be  heard  before 
long. 

Commanderies,  6  ;  Knighted,  42  ;  members,  223. 

Sir  Hugh  Sterling,  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  George  F. 
Irvine,  Grand  Recorder,  both  of  Wheeling. 

WISCONSIN,  1877. 

The  Nineteenth  Annual  Conclave  convened  at  Madison,  October 
2d,  R.  E.  Sir  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Commander,  presiding. 
All  the  Commanderies,  thirteen,  represented,  and  Representatives 
of  thirteen  Grand  Commanderies  present,  Pennsylvania  not  among 
the  number. 

The  annual  address  is  a  high-toned,  scholarly  document — a  worthy 
production  of  a  worthy  man.  He  made  six  official  visitations  and 
was  handsomely  entertained.  From  what  we  have  learned  in  read¬ 
ing  the  Proceedings  we  regard  this  a  discovery,  and  we  advise  Sir 
Woodhull  to  follow  Sir  Carson’s  practice  and  “  patent  it 

“In  this  connection  I  will  refer  further  to  this  matter  of  ritual 
The  question  has  been  asked  me — have  we  an  authorized  ritual?  I 
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answer  most  emphatically  that  we  have — that  it  was  promulgated 
and  authorized  by  M.  E.  Sir  H.  L.  Palmer  while  Grand  Master  of 
the  United  States,  and  that  it  has  been  and  is  now  the  only  author¬ 
ized  ritual  of  the  Order  that  I  know  anything  about/' 

Past  Grand  Master  Hopkins,  while  in  office,  made  diligent  search 
for  it,  but  was  unable  to  find  the  article. 

We  commend  the  following : 

“  Some  Sir  Knights  claim  that  the  ceremonies  of  conferring  the 
Orders  are  not  arbitrary,  but  I  think  they  are  mistaken.  The  cere¬ 
monies  should  be  as  near  alike  as  the  surroundings  of  hall,  etc.,  will 
permit.  A  Sir  Knight  from  Wisconsin  Commandery  should  be  able 
to  work  with  the  Sir  Knights  of  Robert  Macoy  Commandery,  or  any 
other  Commandery  in  the  State  or  the  United  States,  and  not  be 
embarrassed  by  some  newfangled  or  borrowed  ceremony.  The 
constant  effort  on  the  part  of  some  Sir  Knights,  mostly  young  and 
inexperienced,  to  improve  upon  our  ceremonies,  shows  a  commenda¬ 
ble  zeal  on  their  part,  but  at  the  same  time  it  is  a  disturbing  element 
which  should  not  be  tolerated  under  any  circumstances.  I  have  also 
been  asked  the  question,  if  the  introduction  of  music  was  an  in¬ 
fringement  upon  the  established  ritual.  Certainly  it  is  not.  Ap¬ 
propriate  music  is  contemplated  by  the  ritual,  and  forms  a  very  im¬ 
portant  part  of  the  ceremonies.  I  hope  and  trust  that  all  speculations 
upon  this  subject  will  be  laid  aside,  and  that  not  only  every  Com¬ 
mandery  but  every  Sir  Knight  will  adhere  to  our  ritual  and  cere¬ 
monies  until  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the 
United  States,  which  alone  has  power  to  alter  o-r  change  it." 

He  recommends  the  adoption  of  a  model  Code  of  By-Laws  for 
the  government  of  Commanderies,  which,  if  adopted,  we  hope  will 
only  be  a  “ model/'  He  refused  a  dispensation  to  a  Commandery 
to  act  as  escort  in  a  Fourth  of  July  parade.  “  A  Fourth  of  July 
parade  usually  consists  of  all  classes  of  people,  of  all  sects  and  re¬ 
ligions.  It  is  a  gala  day  belonging  to  the  whole  people,  and  not 
Masonic  in  any  sense  whatever." 

We  have  met  this  style  of  disposing  of  the  Fourth  of  July  business 
so  frequently  that  we  feel  called  upon  right  here  to  say  that  it  is 
simply  dogmatic,  all  sound  and  no  sense.  Personally,  Templar  pa¬ 
rades  have  no  special  charm  for  us,  but  there  is  something  in  the 
genius  of  the  Order,  the  emphasis  laid  upon  the  duty  of  drill  and  of 
obtaining  uniforms,  which  imperatively  demand  the  recognition  of 
the  right  to  appear  in  public  upon  other  occasions  than  that  of  the 
burial  of  the  dead.  As  we  have  to  determine  everything  Templar 
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by  the  Masonic  rule  nowadays,  we  benevolently  remark  that  Free¬ 
masonry  teaches  devotion  to  the  country  in  which  we  live,  and  we 
fail  to  see  the  reason  why  we  should  not  be  allowed  as  Templars  to 
celebrate  our  National  Birthday  if  we  feel  that  we  can  do  it  better 
that  way  than  any  other.  “  It  is  a  gala  day,  belonging  to  the  whole 
people,”  which  includes  Knights  Templar,  and  we  insist  that  they 
should  be  allowed  to  celebrate  it  in  their  own  distinctive  way. 

A  dispensation  was  issued  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Milwaukee, 
to  be  called  St.  John,  with  that  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knight, 
Past  Grand  Commander  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  as  Eminent  Com¬ 
mander.  A  charter  was  granted. 

A  number  of  decisions  are  reported,  all  of  which  were  approved. 
One  is,  “  It  is  not  proper  to  receive  the  petition  of  a  Companion  for 
the  Orders  whose  name  is  signed  to  the  petition  by  some  other  per¬ 
son.”  Another  is  to  the  effect  that  a  candidate  living  in  Wisconsin, 
who  received  the  Red  Cross  in  New  York,  cannot  receive  the  other 
Orders  in  Wisconsin  and  retain  his  membership  in  the  former  Com¬ 
mandery.  The  decision  is  based  on  the  Code,  Section  XXVII  (1)  : 
“  Those  who  receive  the  Order  of  the  Temple  in  a  Commandery  are 
ipso  facto  members  thereof.  ’  ’  The  decision  may  be  correct,  but  we 
hardly  think  the  citation  supports  it.  To  our  mind  the  intent  of  the 
law  was  to  break  up  the  old  sojourner  system  and  to  provide  that 
when  a  Companion  applies  to  a  Commandery  and  is  approved  that 
he  becomes  a  member  thereof  upon  receiving  the  Orders. 

The  Grand  Commander  reports  the  Order  in  the  jurisdiction 
“  in  a  strong,  healthy,  and  vigorous  condition,”  and  we  sincerely 
say,  long  may  it  continue  so. 

In  the  conclusion  of  the  address  the  Grand  Commander  calls  at¬ 
tention  to  an  evil  which  is  beginning  to  invade  our  ranks,  “  the 
growing  tendency  of  the  age  to  throw  off  the  moral  restraints  of 
the  Christian  religion.”  He  devotes  three  pages  to  the  subject, 
which  we  would  like  to  give  at  length.  Every  word  he  says  is 
well  said  and  true.  We  give  this  passage  : 

“  The  age  we  live  in  demands  of  us  as  Templars  to  stand  fast, 
though  the  enemy  be  as  ten  to  one.  The  spirits  of  the  martyred 
thousands  who  have  been  murdered  for  believing  and  practicing  the 
tenets  we  profess,  call  upon  us  to  be  faithful  to  our  vows.  Our  man¬ 
hood  demands  of  us  to  rise  above  all  petty  strifes,  whether  in  or  out 
of  our  Order,  and  with  hand  clasping  hand,  heart  beating  to  heart, 
and  souls  united  in  an  earnest  desire  to  do  good,  we  will  forma  bar- 
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rier  through  which  the  enemies  of  Emanuel  can  never  come.  The 
innocent  maiden,  the  distressed  widow,  the  helpless  orphan,  the 
Christian  religion,  the  great  world  of  humanity,  and  the  eternal  God, 
all  demand  of  us  as  Knights  Templar  the  faithful  fulfilment  of  every 
vow.  Let  us  see  to  it,  Sir  Knights,  that  these  demands  are  not  only 
recognized,  but  faithfully  fulfilled.” 

There  was  a  dress  parade  the  morning  of  the  second  day,  and  a 
review  by  Grand  Master  Hurlbut,  who  was  received  in  front  of  the 
lines  and  welcomed  by  Sir  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter  in  a  warm-hearte'd 
speech,  which  was  responded  to  by  the  Grand  Master  in  his  own  in¬ 
imitable  style. 

The  following  is  from  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Address  : 

“  In  conclusion,  the  committee  say,  Amen, — and  glory  to  God  ! 
for  the  noble  sentiments  of  the  address  calling  attention  to  our 
Knightly  obligation  to  uphold  the  Christian  religion  with  heart,  and 
soul,  and  voice,  and  in  the  name  of  all  true-hearted  Knights,  we 
thank  him  therefor,  and  will  maintain  our  opinion  at  any  and  all 
times.” 

The  Grand  Officers  were  installed  by  the  Grand  Master. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  reviews  in  a  delightful  manner 
twenty-six  Grand  Bodies,  including  Pennsylvania  for  1877.  It  is  a 
sort  of  double-barrelled  institution,  Sir  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter  having 
worried  the  Mutuals  all  along  the  line  from  Alabama  to  New  York, 
when  he  confessed  himself  played  out,  and  Sir  Woodhull  came  to 
his  relief.  Because  Sir  Carpenter  stopped  with  New  York,  it  is 
not  to  be  presumed  that  he  was  overpowered  by  Sir  Simons,  for  he 
seems  to  be  able  to  hoe  his  own  row  with  the  best  of  them.  In 
his  own  words  the  reason  was  : 


“  Here,  Sirs,  we  rest.  The  cares  of  business,  which  could  not  be 
neglected  without  infidelity  to  the  trust  reposed  in  us  by  our  constit¬ 
uents,  have  so  crowded  our  time,  and  jaded  our  brain,  that  we  have 
been  surprised  that  we  have  been  able  to  get  thus  far  on  our  pilgrim¬ 
age  among  the  valiant  and  magnanimous.” 


Under  Kansas  for  1876  we  find  the  following,  which  if  “  madness,” 
has  certainly  much  “  method  ”  in  it : 


“  The  Grand  Commandery  took  one  step  in  the  direction  of  pay. 
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in g  for  attendance  upon  its  Conclaves  by  adopting  a  measure  to  pay 
one  Representative  of  each  Commandery  mileage  and  per  diem.  We 
say  pernicious,  for  to  our  conception  of  the  ‘  grand  design  ’  of  the 
institution,  the  party  who  is  not  ready  and  willing  to  serve  without  fee 
or  reward  in  any  capacity,  is  not  overburdened  with  the  true  genius 
of  Masonry  or  Masonic  Knighthood.  If  the  Subordinate  Masonic 
or  Knightly  organizations  had  to  pay  their  own  representatives,  it 
would  put  a  damper  on  the  formation  of  new  bodies  for  the  main 
purpose  of  giving  aspiring  novices  or  disappointed  office-seekers  a 

chance  to  attain  their  ends.” 

* 

Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  get  a  little  over  a  page  of  a  sav¬ 
age  notice,  from  which  we  quote  : 


“  We  would  be  most  happy  to  review  the  proceedings  of  this  Grand 
Body,  but  there  is  no  Committee  on  Correspondence  in  that  juris¬ 
diction,  hence  we  cannot  be  reviewed  by  our  *  peers,’  nor  can  we 
have  a  presentation  either  to  the  constituents  of  that  Grand  Body,  or 
the  Grand  Body  itself,  through  a  corresponding  medium.” 

^ 

“  When  serving  this  Grand  Body  as  Commander,  we,  following 
the  fashion  of  the  time,  tendered  the  appointment  of  Representative  of 
this  Grand  Commandery  near  the  Grand  Commandery  of  that  juris¬ 
diction  to  a  distinguished  Frater  thereof.  It  was  promptly  declined 
for  the  reason  that  his  Grand  Commandery  did  not  recognize  any 
such  relationship  with  other  Grand  Commanderies.  That  closed  us 
out  of  proffering  even  Knightly  courtesies  to  a  party  whose  rules  do 
not  admit  of  acceptance  or  reciprocity  thereof. 

“  Consequently  the  volume  of  Proceedings  of  the  Grand  Com¬ 
mandery  of  Massachusetts  and  Rhode  Island  will  remain  a  sealed 
book  so  far  as  any  official  notice  thereof  is  taken  by  the  present  com¬ 
mittee,  until  such  time  as  the  non-intercourse  policy  of  that  Grand 
Body  is  abrogated.” 

Sir  Woodhull,  in  finishing  the  report,  makes  courteous  mention  of 
Pennsylvania.  Sir  Church,  having  added  so  much  renown  to  the 
chair  which  we  now  so  unworthily  fill,  we  feel  it  to  be  his  due  that 
the  Sir  Knights  of  this  jurisdiction  should  know  the  high  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  elsewhere.  No  further  apology  is  needed  for  quot¬ 
ing  the  following: 

“  The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  by  Sir  Pearson  Church.  It  is 
an  able  review,  the  result  of  hard  labor.  No  one  can  write  a  more 
readable  report  than  Sir  Knight  Church,  and  no  one  is  more  careful 
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to  refrain  from  everything  which  might  give  offence  to  his  Brethren 
of  the  Guild.  Unlike  Woodhull,  he  never  slops  over.  We  do ,  and 
we  can’t  help  it,  Sir  Church.  It  is  one  of  our  failings,  ‘born  in  the 
flesh,  and  bred  in  the  bone.’  We  could  restrain  ourselves  far  better 
if  we  always  kept  sober  company  ;  but  how  .do  you  expect  a  reviewer 
to  do  this  ?  Think  of  it  for  a  moment.  Can  you,  Sir  Church,  rid 
your  mind  of  downright  nonsense  when  reading  the  reports  of  some 
of  the  Guild?  If  you  can,  you  are  a  more  ‘  Orthodox  ’  Church  than 
we  can  imagine  possible.” 


Sir  Woodhull,  we  are  as  much  obliged  to  you  as  if  you  had  said 
that  about  the  present  chairman. 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  81  ;  members,  957. 

Sir  Woodhull  re-elected  Grand  Commander,  and  Sir  Charles 
P.  Utley  Grand  Recorder. 


WISCONSIN,  1878. 

The  Twentieth  Annual  Conclave  met  at  Portage,  September  3d, 
R.  E.  Sir  John  W.  Woodhull,  Grand  Commander,  presiding.  Ten 
of  the  thirteen  Commanderies  on  the  rolls  represented. 

There  was  another  excellent  address  from  the  Grand  Commander, 
covering  seventeen  pages,  giving  a  good  account  of  his  administra¬ 
tive  acts,  and  containing,  as  is  usual  with  him,  very  valuable  admo¬ 
nition.  He  issued  a  dispensation  for  a  new  Commandery  at  Hud¬ 
son.  Six  official  visitations  were  made,  besides  constituting  the  new 
Commandery  at  Milwaukee.  At  his  suggestion  an  Easter  service 
was  arranged  and  conducted  at  Milwaukee.  On  the  subject  of  such 
services  he  says : 

“  Sir  Knights,  there  is  one  of  two  things  we,  as  Templars,  must 
do.  We  must  either  believe  and  practice,  so  far  as  we  can,  the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  our  Order  is  founded,  or  stay  away  from  it.  We 
must  be  honest  with  ourselves,  and  if  we  do  not  believe  what  our 
Order  teaches,  if  to  us  it  is  all  a  myth,  a  stretch  of  imagination,  a 
whim  of  the  past,  an  absurd  thing,  we  should  discard  it  at  once, 
leave  it,  and  never  again  darken  the  doors  of  an  Asylum.  If  we 
do  not  believe  these  things,  and  still  continue  to  attend  the  meet¬ 
ings,  participate  in  the  ceremonies,  and  wear  its  emblems,  we  are 
dishonest.  Not  only  dishonest  with  ourselves,  but  dishonest  in  our 
declarations  to  others,  and  our  lives  become  a  mockery  before  God, 
whom  we  claim  to  love  and  worship.  So  far  as  Templars  are  con¬ 
cerned  there  are  but  two  plain  propositions  before  them.  One,  be- 
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lief  in  the  Christian  religion  ;  the  other,  simple  unbelief.  And  let 
me  assure  you,  Sir  Knights,  the  time  is  fast  approaching  in  the  his¬ 
tory  of  our  Order  when  we  will  all  be  obliged  to  choose  between 
these  two.  The  attempts  now  being  made  by  the  enemies  of  the 
Christian  religion  to  overthrow  all  there  is  pure  and  good  of  our  in¬ 
stitution,  has  permeated  our  Order  to  such  an  extent  that  the  Grand 
Encampment  has  been  forced  to  make  it  a  test  question  with  its  ap¬ 
plicants.  I  make  no  claims  to  more  knowledge  upon  this  subject 
than  is  possessed  by  every  one  who  has  investigated  it,  but  I  am 
perfectly  willing  to  hazard  the  opinion  that  in  less  than  ten  years 
strict  and  rigid  lines  will  be  drawn,  and  we  will  be  forced  to  take 
a  stand  upon  one  side  or  the  other.  Two  such  opposite  elements 
cannot  long  harmonize.  A  break  must  come  sooner  or  later. 

“  For  these  reasons.  I  hold  it  to  be  our  duty  to  observe  those  days 
which  to  the  Christian  Knight  are  sacred  hours, — hours  of  joy, 
wherein  they  may  celebrate  the  ransom  of  souls  through  the  ‘  new 
law,’  and  by  our  simple  service  attune  our  souls  to  that  spirit  of 
love  which  was  the  mainspring,  the  motive  power,  which  gave  to 
us  the  Saviour  of  mankind.” 


Graceful  mention  is  made  of  the  Sir  Knights  of  Wisconsin  who, 
during  the  year,  finished  their  labors  here  and  entered  into  rest.  The 
memory  of  Sir  Orrin  Welch  is  also  gratefully  embalmed. 

Of  the  system  of  Grand  Representatives,  he  has  this  to  say  : 


“  The  question  has  arisen  among  some  of  our  Fraters,  whether 
State  Grand  Commanderies  have  any  right  under  the  Constitution 
of  the  Grand  Encampment  to  exchange  representatives. 

“  While  it  is  true  that  the  regulations  of  the  Grand  Encampment 
do  not  contain  any  direct  authority  to  do  this,  yet  the  regulation 
respecting  the  exchange  of  representatives  with  Grand  Bodies  out¬ 
side  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Grand  Encampment  implies,  first,  that 
such  representations  do  exist  as  between  States,  and  second,  there  is 
no  objection  urged  against  the  system.  It  is,  however,  a  question  in 
my  mind  whether  the  Grand  Encampment,  when  the  matter  is 
placed  before  it  for  a  definite  decision,  will  recommend  its  continu¬ 
ance. 

“  I  am  also  of  the  opinion  that  no  Grand  Commander  has  the 
right  to  confer  title  upon  the  representatives  appointed  by  him. 

“In  this  connection  I  would  recommend  that  all  of  our  repre¬ 
sentatives  be  notified  that  their  commissions  will  terminate  at  the 
date  of  the  session  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1880  ;  and  that 
all  appointments  issued  between  now  and  that  date  shall  terminate 
at  the  same  time  ;  and  that  after  that  date  all  commissions  issued 
shall  terminate  with  the  succeeding  session  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment.” 
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Every  word  of  this  is  true : 


“  No  Commander  can  succeed  and  no  Commandery  can  prosper 
unless  discipline  is  strictly  and  rigidly  enforced.  It  may  be  said 
we  are  not  a  band  of  common  soldiers,  and  ought  not  to  be  treated 
as  such.  Remember,  Sir  Knights,  that  it  is  often  the  case  that  it 
is  the  officers  who  need  to  be  disciplined,  and  not  the  common  sol¬ 
diers.  When  the  officer  fully  performs  his  duties,  the  soldiers  will 
generally  be  found  in  their  places.  The  very  fact  that  we  are  not  a 
band  of  common  soldiers,  but  intelligent  gentlemen,  is  the  best  argu¬ 
ment  in  the  world  in  favor  of  strict  and  rigid  discipline. 

“  The  best  and  most  effectual  means  to  insure  success  in  all  things 
pertaining  to  a  Commandery  is  to  require  a  strict  adherence  to  our 
rules  and  regulations.  It  is  true  of  every  society  and  government 
on  earth,  that  where  the  best  discipline  exists  there  is  the  greatest 
prosperity.” 


There  was  the  usual  inspection  and  review,  which,  we  are  told, 
showed  a  vast  improvement  over  former  years.  The  Milwaukee 
Templar  Drill  Club,  whatever  that  may  be,  exemplified  the  new  sys¬ 
tem  of  tactics  and  drill. 

From  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Doings  of  Grand  Officers 
we  take  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : 


“  Resolved,  That  the  term  of  all  representatives  now  appointed, 
or  to  be  appointed  in  the  interim,  terminate  with  the  Triennial  Con¬ 
clave  of  the  Grand  Encampment  in  1880,  and  all  commissions  here¬ 
after  issued  shall  terminate  with  the  succeeding  Triennial  Conclave 
of  the  Grand  Encampment.” 

\ 

The  rest  of  the  proceedings  were  purely  local. 

The  volume  contains  the  address  of  the  Grand  Commander  at  the 
Easter  celebration,  and  like  everything  coming  from  him  is  worthy 
of  perusal. 

The  Report  on  Correspondence  is  this  time  wholly  from  the  pen 
of  Sir  A.  V.  H.  Carpenter,  and  is  unmistakably  a  strong  docu¬ 
ment.  It  reviews  the  Proceedings  of  twenty-one  Grand  Bodies,  in¬ 
cluding  the  Grand  Encampment,  but  unfortunately  Pennsylvania  is 
not  in  the  array.  The  views  of  the  reporter  are  sharply  defined  and 
very  clearly  expressed.  One  is  never  left  in  doubt  as  to  the  mean¬ 
ing  of  any  passage.  We  have  only  space  for  an  extract  or  two. 
Having  quoted  from  his  report  of  the  year  before  on  Massachusetts 
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and  Rhode  Island,  it  is  but  justice  to  show  how  he  apologizes  this 
year  : 

* 

“In  the  last  report  of  this  committee  this  jurisdiction  received 
no  official  notice,  for  the  reason  that  it  took  no  notice  of  others. 
The  same  reason  exists  for  passing  the  report  for  the  current  year, 
but  having  recalled  the  fact  in  physical  science  that  exercise  is  salu¬ 
tary  for  torpid  or  frigid  conditions  of  the  system,  the  committee,  as 
an  act  of  philanthropy,  will  pause  and  give  this  chilly  substance  a 
bit  of  stirring  up.” 


Sir  Carpenter,  having  more  experience  in  the  Templar  field  than 
we  have,  is  more  competent  to  sum  up  results,  and  we  cannot  with¬ 
hold  a  word  of  his  conclusion.  It  is  as  follows: 

“  There  is,  on  the  whole,  a  preponderance  of  encouragement  in  the 
outlook  ahead  from  most  quarters,  notwithstanding  the  lowering 
clouds  that  obscure  the  horizon.  Thought  is  stirred  as  never  before ; 
those  in  authority  realize  the  situation  and  appear  to  be  preparing 
better  than  ever  before  to  meet  the  responsibilities  of  the  hour. 
Even  the  most  trusting  have  become  alive  to  the  fact  that  ‘  all  is 
not  gold  that  glitters,’  ‘all  are  not  men  that  wear  the  human 
form  ;  ’  all  are  not  valiant  and  magnanimous  Knights  and  Chris¬ 
tian  gentlemen  who  wear  our  colors  and  sport  our  insignia ;  and  all 
are  not  fit  to  take  direction  of  affairs  who  can  mouth  the  ritual ; 
and  all  are  not  worthy  of  preferment  who  press  their  own  claims, 
or  get  their  associates  to  push  them  forward,  while  they  modestly  (?) 
whisper  it  about  that  they  don’t  want  anything,  but  their  friends 
will  insist  on  their  having  it. 

“Another  hopeful  sign  is  the  fact  that  it  does  not,  as  much  as  of 
late,  follow  that  because  a  Knight  gets  an  election  to  a  place  for 
which  he  is  not  fitted,  a  greater  mistake  is  made  by  promoting 
him,  for  fear  he  will  be  mad  if  ‘jumped.’  In  the  moral  and 
religious  condition  of  the  membership  there  is  a  great  improve¬ 
ment,  despite  the  defection  to  infidelity  of  some.  There  is  less 
dissipation,  less  carrying  it  high-handed  on  festive  occasions,  less 
maudlin,  post-prandial  speeches  are  made,  the  enthusiasm  such  ef¬ 
forts,  when  made,  inspire  is  more  subdued.  There  is  less  making 
loafing-places  of  our  Asylums,  but  they  are  becoming  utilized  more 
and  more  for  improvement  in  the  aesthetics  of  the  institution.  And 
finally,  religious  observances  are  becoming  more  frequent.  We 
are  uniting  with  the  different  religious  sects  in  services  commemo¬ 
rative  of  events  fraught  with  the  greatest  significance  to  Christen¬ 
dom.  We  are  also  becoming  broad  enough,  as  Christians,  to 
recognize  the  fact  that  ‘  God  is  no  respecter  of  persons,  but  in 
every  nation  he  that  feareth  Him,  and  worketh  righteousness,  is  ac- 
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cepted  with  Him.’  When  these  reforms  are  begun  in  earnest, 
many  others  we  have  already  hinted  the  need  of  will  follow,  and 
the  Order  of  Knights  Templar  will  be  on  the  high  road  to  the  per¬ 
formance  of  the  mission  for  which  it  was  designed,  of  co-operating 
with  religion  in  the  work  of  the  MASTER.  •  God  speed  the  day.” 

Commanderies,  13;  Knighted,  41  ;  members,  955. 

Sir  Woodhull  and  Sir  Utley  were  continued  as  Grand  Com¬ 
mander  and  Grand  Recorder,  respectively. 


THE  GRAND  ENCAMPMENT. 

We  have  had  occasion  to  say  something  once  in  a  while  in  this 
report  about  the  Grand  Encampment  of  the  United  States.  We  do 
not,  however,  wish  to  be  misunderstood.  We  have  pledged  our  obe¬ 
dience  to  that  Grand  Body  freely  and  unreservedly,  and  are  no  more 
justified  in  breaking  our  faith  to  it  than  in  repudiating  and  disre¬ 
garding  any  other  obligation  which  we  have  made.  We  hold  that 
not  only  we,  but  all  others  who  have  trod  the  same  road,  are  in  honor 
bound  to  maintain  and  support  the  authority  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment,  not  grudginglyas  under  compulsion,  but  with  cheerful  willing¬ 
ness  as  becomes  men  of  honor  and  high  mind.  Instead  of  striving 
to  bring  it  into  bad  repute,  and  thereby  encourage  the  spirit  of  con¬ 
tempt  and  revolt,  we  should  endeavor  to  have  it  correct  whatever 
may  have  been  done  amiss  ;  and  to  that  end  we  are  willing  to  allow 
that  which  we  think  we  have  an  unquestioned  right  to  exercise, — 
open,  manly,  and  courteous  criticism  of  its  legislation.  If  we  have 
done  any  more  in  this  report,  it  is  because  we  have  been  unfortunate 
in  the  selection  of  our  phrases,  and  not  because  we  have  had  any 
purpose  to  express  a  disloyal  or  uncourteous  sentiment. 

We  believe,  however,  that  there  is  no  more  necessity  for  a  General 
Grand  Body  of  Templars  than  for  a  General  Grand  Chapter  or  a  Gen¬ 
eral  Grand  Lodge.  Nearly  three-fourths  of  a  million  of  Masons  live 
in  unexampled  harmony  and  prosperity  on  the  American  Continent 
without  a  General  Grand  Lodge,  and  we  can  perceive  no  reason  why 
fifty  thousand  Templars  cannot  do  the  same  thing.  Royal  Arch 
Masonry  flourishes  as  well  in  Pennsylvania  as  in  those  States  which 
submit  to  the  authority  of  the  General  Grand  Chapter,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  that  our  Grand  Commandery  could  administer  our  Templar 
affairs  as  successfully. 
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But  the  Grand  Encampment  is  a  reality;  it  exists  and  will  exist 
— if  not  the  present  one  then  some  other.  The  idea  of  central  or¬ 
ganization  has  become  an  element  in  the  Templar  fabric,  and  it  will 
not  “  out.”  Let  us,  therefore,  accept  the  practical,  the  inevitable 
fact,  and  the  more  cheerfully  we  do  it  the  happier  will  we  and  all 
around  us  be.  Let  us  unite  to  improve  the  Grand  Encampment  and 
perfect  it,  so  that  it  may  have  sufficient  resolution  and  courage  to 
prescribe  uniform  laws  which  shall  be  equally  enforced  in  all  the 
thirty-one  Grand  Jurisdictions  now  recognizing  its  authority. 

We  have  been  led  to  make  these  remarks  by  reason  of  the  fact  that 
in  very  many  places  the  vacillating  policy  of  the  Grand  Encamp¬ 
ment  has  created  a  decided  feeling  of  unrest,  producing  a  strong 
under  current  of  hostility,  which  in  some  places,  for  instance  in  Mis¬ 
sissippi  and  New  York,  is  taking  on  the  form  of  open  speech.  The 
fact  is  to  be  regretted,  yet  for  all  that  the  fact  remains.  It  would 
be  well  for  the  Grand  Encampment  to  inquire  what  is  amiss  and  ap¬ 
ply  the  remedy  promptly,  and  to  do  that  it  should  resolve,  for  a 
season  at  least,  to  prohibit  all  parades  and  festivities  before ,  during, 
and  after  its  sittings,  so  that  with  quiet  minds  its  members  may  de¬ 
vote  themselves  to  the  real  practical  and  pressing  necessities  of  the 
Order. 


CONCLUSION. 

And  here  we  rest.  We  had  intended  to  take  our  place  as  a  member 
of  the  Guild  quietly  and  modestly  and  to  let  our  work  speak  for  it¬ 
self  ;  but  we  are  conscious  of  so  many  blemishes  in  what  we  now 
present,  that  we  feel  that  we  ought  to  say  that  a  series  of  untoward 
circumstances  have  crowded  the  execution  of  our  task  into  the  space 
of  one  month  prior  to  our  Annual  Conclave.  Only  those  who  have 
had  experience  can  estimate  the  labor  of  perusing  and  reviewing 
forty-three  volumes  of  Proceedings,  containing  five  thousand  octavo 
pages  of  printed  matter,  with  important  official  and  professional 
duties  constantly  demanding  attention.  Under  such  circumstances 
our  work  is  submitted.  It  might  be  better  than  it  is — it  could 
scarcely  be  worse. 

We  neither  expect  nor  wish  to  escape  criticism,  but  we  hope  that  all 
criticism  will  be  addressed  only  to  the  views  we  have  advanced,  and 
not  to  the  manner  or  the  spirit  of  our  performance.  We  have  never  at 
any  time  been  conscious  of  a  lack  of  courtesy  toward  any  one,  but 
have  always  written  with  a  heart  full  of  affection  for  all,  and  with 
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an  ardent  desire  to  aid  in  advancing  the  interests  of  our  noble 
Order,  and  if  any  one  should  encounter  in  our  report  a  single  word 
tending  to  wound  him,  we  do  here  and  now  tender  our  most  humble 
apology. 

We  have  an  abiding  confidence  in  the  sublime  principles  of  our 
Order,  and  feel  that  they  are  at  this  time  more  clearly  understood 
and  more  conscientiously  practiced  than  in  any  other  period  of  our 
history.  We  observe  in  all  jurisdictions  an  increased  activity  upon 
the  part  of  those  who  rule  to  enforce  the  irrefragable  truth  that  a 
Knight  Templar,  to  be  such  in  very  deed,  must  be  a  man  of  high 
personal  honor,  and  that  he  must  in  his  daily  life  stand  before  the  world 
as  an  active,  positive  protest  against  the  increasing  infidelity  of  the 
age,  upholding  the  glorious  Banner  of  the  Cross ;  and  it  is  with  no 
little  pleasure  that  we  note  that  this  teaching  is  not  in  vain — that 
everywhere  there  are  encouraging  indications  that  our  brethren  are 
walking  more  and  more  worthy  of  their  calling,  and  producing  the 
peaceable  fruits  of  righteousness. 

Amen  ;  so  mote  it  be. 

Courteously  submitted. 

SAML.  HARPER, 

Chairman, 


STATISTICS  • 


OF 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES 


UNDER  THE  JURISDICTION  OF  THE 


GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

MAY  1,  1879. 


Pittsburgh  Commandery,  No.  1. 

Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County.  Second  Tuesday. 

John  B.  Arnold,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  J.  Carson,  Generalissimo.  John  H.  Cooper,  Captain-General. 

George  Glass,  Treasurer.  John  A.  Wilson,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


William  P.  Thompson, 

Joseph  Graff, 

John  M.  Scott, 

Geter  C.  Shidle,  P.  G.  C., 

John  Evans, 

George  Glass, 

George  Neeld, 

Knighted,  5  ;  admitted,  2  ;  dimitted, 
restored,  o.  Present  membership,  220. 


William  Little, 

David  P.  Estep, 

David  M.  Watt, 

Joseph  L.  Lytle, 

Charles  W.  Batchelor, 

William  M.  Meredith, 

James  H.  Murdock. 

;  died,  5 ;  suspended,  o;  rejected,  i; 


Dues,  $110;  fees,  $10;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1 1 ;  allowance,  $1 1. 
Total,  $ 120 . 


Died.— SAMUEL  B.  COOPER,  P.  E.  C  ,  JAMES  E.  BURNS, 
OLIVER  MEGRAEL,  WILLIAM  J.  HARBISON,  JAMES  SHIDLE. 
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Philadelphia  Commandery,  No.  2. 

Philadelphia.  First  Monday. 

Amos  H.  Hall,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  D.  Kendrick,  Generalissimo,  William  H.  List,  Captain-General. 

Thomas  H.  Gill,  Treasurer,  Francis  M.  Highley,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Anthony  E.  Stocker,  M.D.,  P.  G.  M., 
Edmund  Claxton, 

M.  Richards  Muckle,  G.  Treas., 

T.  Ell  wood  Zell, 

Charles  C.  Haffelfinger, 

Charles  H.  Kingston,  P.  G.  C., 
William  C.  Ewing, 

Ellsworth  H 


William  N.  Viguers, 

George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  G.  C.G., 
John  A.  Wright,  P.  G.  C., 

William  H.  Hooper,  M.D., 
Franklin  C.  Garrigues, 

Pherson  B.  Calvert, 

Philip  W.  Crawford, 

Hults. 


Knighted,  17;  admitted,  1  ;  dimitted,  4 ;  died,  4;  suspended,  o  ;  degraded,  3; 
rejected,  o.  Present  membership,  363. 

Dues,  $181.50;  fees,  $34;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $18.15  ;  allowance, 
$18.15.  Total,  $215.50. 

Died  — WILLIAM  J.  DONALDSON,  JACOB  STEIN,  JOHN  Mc- 
GINNIS,  A.  FURMAN  BLAIR. 

Jacques  de  Molay  Commandery,  No.  3. 


Washington,  Washington  County.  First  Tuesday  after  First  Friday. 

Edward  Little,  Eminent  Commander. 

M.  S.  Longdon,  Generalissimo.  E.  L.  Christman,  Captain-General. 

John  D.  Schultz,  Treasurer.  J.  W.  McDowell,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Alfred  Creigh,  P.  D.  G.  C.,  F.  Whittlesey, 

William  Wolf,  John  G.  Ruple, 

John  C.  McCoy,  M.  L.  A.  McCracken, 

Alexander  L.  Hawkins. 

Knighted,  3  ;  dimitted,  o  ;  suspended,  o.  Present  membership,  48. 

Dues,  $24;  fees,  $6;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.40;  allowance, 
$2.40.  Total,  $30. 
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St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  4. 

Philadelphia.  '  .  Fourth  Friday. 

• 

John  C.  Kelly,  Eminent  Commander. 

Dennis  F.  Dealy,  Generalissimo.  John  W.  Cooper,  Captain-General. 

William  T.  Sears,  Treasurer.  Andrew  W.  Gayley,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 


William  E.  Harper, 

William  H.  Allen,  P.  G.  C., 

Jeremiah  L  Hutchinson,  P.  G.  C., 

Thomas  D.  Wattson, 

James  Madison  Whitby, 

Charles  L.  Hale, 

Edward  Masson, 

Knighted,  23;  dimitted,  o;  died,  8;  suspended,  25;  rejected,  o;  restored,  3, 
Present  membership,  508. 

Dues,  $254;  dues,  1878,  85  cents;  fees,  $46;  Grand  Encampment  assess¬ 
ment,  $25.40;  allowance,  $25.40.  Total,  $300.85. 

Died.— WILLIAM  T.  FROHOCK,  CHARLES  W.  WRIGHT, 
WILLIAM  BAIRD,  CHARLES  K.  J.  MILLER,  M  D.,  DAVID  P. 
BILLINGTON,  STANFORD  D.  RUNYAN,  CHARLES  REICHNER, 
SAMUEL  THOMAS  DONALDSON. 

St.  Omer  Commandery,  No.  7. 

\ 

Brownsville,  Fayette  County.  Second  Friday. 

William  Chatland,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  Campbell,  Generalissimo.  Dunham  D.  Williams,  Captain-General. 

Thomas  Duncan,  Treasurer.  James  W.  Jeffries,  Recorder. 

Past  Commander . 

William  Chatland. 

Knighted,  I ;  suspended,  I.  Present  membership,  25. 

Dues,  $12.50;  fees,  $2;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1.25;  allowance, 
$1.25.  Total,  $14.50. 


Edward  S.  Keeler, 
Robert  H.  Vaughan, 

J.  William  Jones, 
William  H.  Castle, 
Charles  Laing, 

William  Penn  Cooper, 
Thomas  M.  Thompson. 
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St.  John’s  Commandery,  No.  8. 

Carlisle,  Cumberland  County.  Fourth  Thursday. 

John  G.  Bobb,  Eminent  Commander. 

Stacey  G.  Glauser,  Generalissimo.  Frederick  K.  Ployer,  Captain-General. 

Joshua  P.  Bixler,  Treasurer.  Ephraim  Cornman,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


John  Palmer, 

John  Gutshall, 

William  W.  Dale,  M.D., 
William  Vance, 
Theodore  Cornman, 
David  H.  Kimmel, 

Knighted,  4 ; 

Dues,  $37 ; 

Total,  $45. 


Joshua  P.  Bixler, 

John  P.  Rhoads, 
Benjamin  K.  Spangler, 
Henry  Manning, 
Alexander  H.  Ege, 
George  B.  Cole. 

Present  membership,  74. 


dimitted,  i ;  suspended  8. 
fees,  $8 ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.70 ;  allowance,  $3.70. 


De  Molay  Commandery,  No.  9. 


Reading,  Berks  County.  Second  Tuesday. 

John  E.  Hill,  Eminent  Commander. 

Edward  Burkholder,  Generalissimo.  Oliver  P.  Stroh,  Captain-General. 

William  H.  Clous,  Treasurer.  Frederick  W.  Lauer,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


William  H.  Strickland,  P.  G.  C., 
Seymour  H.  Garrigues, 

Henry  R.  Hauman,  P.  G.  G., 
Christian  Stoltz, 

William  Milnes,  Jr., 

Henry  C.  L.  Crecelius, 

John  C.  A.  Hoffeditz, 

Ephraim  Moser, 

Daniel  C 

Knighted,  4;  dimitted,  I;  died,  2; 

134- 


Frederick  W.  Lauer, 

Charles  A.  Saylor, 

William  Clewell, 

Jesse  Orr, 

Albert  Ritter, 

Henry  R.  Boyer, 

William  H.  Clous, 

Henry  Weigel, 

Clous. 

suspended,  8.  Present  membership, 


Dues,  $67;  fees,  $8;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $6.70;  allowance, 
$6.70.  Total,  $75. 


Died— EDMUND  D.  SCHALL,  WASHINGTON  REIFSNYDER. 
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Mountain  Commandery,  No.  10. 

Altoona,  Blair  County.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

* 

Nathaniel  P.  Ramsey,  Eminent  Cotnmander. 

James  P.  Stewart,  Generalissimo.  John  M.  Pressed,  Captain-General, 

A.  H.  Maxwell,  Treasurer.  Timothy  Davis,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 


C.  Forward  Sargent, 

E.  H.  Turner,  P.  G.  C., 

A.  H.  Maxwell, 

John  P.  Levan, 

Robert  Pitcairn,  P.  G.  C., 

Robert  A.  O.  Kerr, 

William  R.  Findlay, 

William  Stimer. 


Joshua  L.  Reifsnyder, 
Ephraim  B.  McCrum, 
Benjamin  F.  Irving, 
John  R.  Frazer, 

John  Hurd, 

T.  Blair  Patton, 
Charles  E.  Hoover, 


Knighted,  2;  admitted,  o;  dimitted,  o;  suspended,  4,  Present  membership, 

57- 

Dues,  $28.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.85  ;  allowance, 
$2.85.  Total,  $32.50. 


Pilgrim  Commandery,  No.  11. 


Harrisburgh,  Dauphin  County. 


First  Thursday. 


Abraham  E.  Kingport,  Eminent  Commander. 

Daniel  W.  Cox,  Generalissimo.  John  I.  Beggs,  Captain-General. 

Daniel  C.  Maurer,  Treasurer.  Alexander  W.  Bergstresser,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


William  T.  Bishop, 

John  Joseph  Clyde, 
Theodore  F.  Scheffer, 
William  H.  Egle,  P.  G.  C 
John  A.  Smull, 


John  Vallerchamp,  P.  G.  C 
Samuel  E.  Murphy, 

Isaac  D.  Lutz, 

Joseph  H.  Nisley, 

Abram  P.  Price, 


David  H.  Rudy. 


Knighted,  I ;  admitted,  I ;  dimitted,  4;  died,  1  ;  suspended,  5.  Present  mem¬ 
bership,  135. 

Dues,  $67.50;  fees,  $2;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $6.75;  allowance, 
$6.75.  Total,  $69.55. 

Died  — HENRY  THOMAS,  JOHN  G=  INGRAM,  JAMES  J,  HUB- 
LEY,  DANIEL  DICK  BOAS, 
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Crusade  Commandery,  No.  12. 


Bloomsburg,  Columbia  County.  Thursday,  on  or  before  Full  Moon. 

John  C.  Rutter,  M.D.,  Eminent  Commander. 

Frank  E.  Brockway,  Generalissimo.  John  V.  Logan,  Captain-General. 

Jeremiah  J.  Brower,  Treasurer.  Christian  F.  Knapp,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 


Christian  Fred.  Knapp,  P.  G.  C., 
Francis  C.  Harrison,  M.D., 
Homer  Stanley  Goodwin,  P.  G.  C., 
Rev.  David  C.  John, 

Rev.  Jonathan  R.  Dimm, 

Rev.  Daniel  A.  Beckley, 

Elisha  C.  Wadhams, 


James  Boyd  Robinson, 
Calvin  L.  Stowell, 
Rudolph  H.  Ringler, 
Evan  D.  Hughes, 
Samuel  L.  French, 
Washington  B.  Poust, 
Charles  A.  Boone. 


Knighted,  o;  dimitted,  o;  died,  I ;  suspended,  6.  Present  membership,  ill. 
Dues,  $55.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.55  ;  allowance,  $5.55.  Total, 
$55-50- 

Died.— WILLIAM  PEACOCK. 


Lancaster  Commandery,  No.  13. 

Lancaster,  Lancaster  County.  Fourth  Thursday. 

James  B.  Strine,  Eminent  Commander. 

Amos  G.  Manahan,  Generalissimo.  David  H.  Wylie,  Captain-General. 

Charles  A.  Heinitsh,  Treasurer.  Hugh  S.  Gara,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 


Charles  Miller  Howell,  P.  G.  C., 
Jacob  M.  Westhaeffer, 

William  A.  Morton, 

Henry  Baumgardner, 

Joseph  A.  E.  Reed,  M.D., 

Henry  Carpenter,  M.D., 


Elam  D.  Hurst, 

Edward  Welchans, 

B.  Frank  Breneman,  G.  S.  W., 
William  J.  Fordney, 

Samuel  F.  Rathvon, 

Jeremiah  Rohrer. 


Knighted,  2;  dimitted,  6;  died,  2;  suspended,  io.  Present  membership,  217. 
Dues,  $108.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $10.85  »  allowance, 
$10.85.  Total,  $1 12.50. 


Died  — EMANUEL  BRENNER,  FRANCIS  H  EBUR. 
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Palestine  Commandery,  No.  14. 

V 

Carbondale,  Lackawanna  County.  *  First  Friday. 

✓  • 

Charles  O.  Mellon,  Eminent  Commander. 

G.  F.  Swigert,  Generalissimo.  S.  D.  Davis,  Captain-General. 

S.  A.  McMullen,  Treasurer.  William  R.  Baker,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


William  R.  Baker, 
Joseph  B.  Vanbergen, 
Washington  Burr, 
George  Burrill, 


Thomas  M.  Lindsay, 
Joseph  Alexander,  Jr., 
Edward  W.  Mills, 
Henry  B.  Wilbur. 


Knighted,  2;  admitted,  i;  died,  i  ;  suspended,  5.  Present  membership,  57. 

Dues,  $28.50;  fee,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.85;  allowance, 
$2.85.  Total,  $32.50. 

Died  — JOSEPH  COGAN. 


Jerusalem  Commandery,  No.  15. 

Phcenixville,  Chester  County.  Monday  before  Full  Moon. 

Daniel  F.  Moore,  Eminent  Commander. 

Irwin  M.  Buckwalter,  Generalissimo.  Henry  A.  Spare,  Captain-General. 

Charles  Hollman,  Treasurer.  J.  Ralston  Caswell,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Hiram  C.  Feger, 

Ernest  Knapp, 

George  Walters, 

John  Vanderslice, 

Addison  S.  Vanderslice, 

Isaac  Clegg, 

Samuel  Diemer, 

Levi  B.  Kaler, 

William  P.  Snyder. 

Suspended,  5.  Present  membership,  56. 

Dues,  $28  ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.80 ;  allowance,  $2.80.  Total,. 
$28. 

Died  — DANIEL  LOUGHLIN,  BENJAMIN  F.  HALLMAN. 


Robert  McAdam, 
John  Kimes, 
Jeremiah  H.  Binder, 
William  H.  Clegg, 
Vosburg  N.  Shaffer, 
Daniel  Rixstine, 
Joseph  Dobson, 

John  S.  Shearer, 
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Northern  Commandery,  No.  16. 


Towanda,  Bradford  County.  Friday  after  Second  Monday, 

George  Kirby,  Eminent  Commander. 

Clinton  S.  Fitch,  Generalissimo.  J.  Russ  Parsels,  Captain-General. 

William  Chamberlain,  Treasurer.  James  H.  Codding,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


H.  Lawrence  Scott, 

George  E.  Fox, 

Henry  B.  McKean,  P.  G.  C., 

Albert  G.  Cranmer, 

William  Chamberlain, 

Patrick  Phelan. 


James  C.  Irving, 
William  Stevenson, 
James  H.  Codding, 
Chauncey  S.  Russell, 
Mahlon  M.  Spaulding, 


Knighted,  10;  died,  1;  suspended,  3;  restored,  1.  Present  membership,  73. 

Dues,  $36.50;  fees,  $20;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.65 ;  allowance, 
$3.65.  Total,  $56.50. 

Died— JOHN  DE  LA  MONT  AN  YE. 


Cceur  de  Lion  Commandery,  No.  17. 

Scranton,  Lackawanna  County.  Last  Wednesday. 

Thomas  Barrowman,  Eminent  Commander. 

Charles  B.  Derman,  Generalissimo.  Daniel  Bartholemew,  Captain-General. 

E.  P.  Kingsbury,  Treasurer.  C.  L.  Van  Buskirk,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Joseph  Godfrey, 
Charles  A.  Stevens, 
Edward  P.  Kinsbury, 
A.  B.  Stevens, 


Frederick  J.  Ansden, 
James  Ruthvun, 
James  E.  Brown, 
Edward  L.  Buck. 


Admitted,  I  ;  dimitted,  6;  suspended,  14.  Present  membership,  80. 

Dues,  $40;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $4 ;  allowance,  $4.  Total,  $40. 


Kedron  Commandery,  No.  18. 

Greensburg,  Westmoreland  County.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Wm.  H.  Klingensmith,  Eminent  Commander. 

Fridolin  Miller,  Generalissimo.  Helary  J.  Brunof,  Captain-General. 

George  F.  Huff,  Treasurer.  John  A.  Marchand,  Recorder. 
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Past  Connnanders. 


Richard  Coulter, 

Zachariah  P.  Bierer, 

George  L.  Potts, 

David  W.  Shryock, 

Henry  Kettering, 

Samuel  Rock, 

William  W.  Logan, 

George  F.  Huff, 

Knighted,  6 ;  dimitted,  I ;  died,  I ; 


James  A.  Hunter, 

John  Latta, 

James  W.  Wilson, 

Clark  F.  Warden, 

Joseph  J.  Johnston, 

John  H.  Highberger, 

Robert  W.  Turney, 

John  S.  Welty. 

.pended,  8.  Present  membership,  91. 


Dues,  $45.50;  fees,  $12;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $4.55  ;  allowance, 
$4.55.  Total,  $37.50. 


Died  — JAMES  K.  HUNTER. 


Hugh  de  Payens  Commandery,  No.  19. 

Easton,  Northampton  County.  First  Monday. 

Edward  H.  Bieber,  Eminent  Commander. 

John  B.  Murray,  Generalissimo.  Amos  Dinkey,  Captain-General. 

Enos  Werkheiser,  Treasurer.  Daniel  H.  Neiman,  Recorder. 


Past  Comnianders. 


John  Green, 

Abraham  Miller  (c),  P.  D.  G.  C., 
James  Madison  Porter, 

Rev.  Joseph  Isaac  Elsegood,  D.D., 
John  A.  Weaver, 

William  Mutchler, 


John  Frederick  Thompson, 
Theodore  Oliver, 

William  Alexander  Ashmore, 
Bernard  Eugene  Lehman, 
George  E.  Meeker, 

Abraham  Stocker  Diechman. 


Knighted,  2;  dimitted,  4;  died,  5;  suspended,  16.  Present  membership,  1 17. 

Dues,  $58.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.85;  allowance, 
$5.85.  Total,  $62.50. 

Died— GEORGE  L.  FRIED,  EDWARD  HART  GREEN,  JOHN 
NYE  DURLING,  WILLIAM  HENRY  POMP,  HENRY  AUGUS¬ 
TUS  MOTT. 


Allen  Commandery,  No.  20. 

Allentown,  Lehigh  County.  Second  Thursday. 

James  B.  Roeder,  Eminent  Commander. 

Jacob  P.  Griffith,  Generalissimo.  Augustus  F.  Shick,  Captain-General. 

Russell  A.  Thayer,  Treasurer.  Erwin  J.  Balliet,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders. 


Edward  B.  Young, 

Charles  W.  Cooper, 

Henry  J.  Saeger, 

Edward  G.  Martin,  M.D., 
Jacob  S.  Dillinger, 

Rev.  Charles  E.  D.  Griffiths, 


Henry  A.  Wiltberger, 
Henry  K.  Hartzell, 

Rev.  Alfred  J.  G.  Dubbs, 
Christian  F.  Schultz,  M.D., 
Benjamin  F.  Wenderly, 
Charles  H.  Heller. 


Knighted,  3;  dimitted,  8;  suspended,  r6.  Present  membership,  135. 

Dues,  $67.50;  fees,  $6;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $6.75 ;  allowance, 
$6.75.  Total  $73.50. 


York  Commandery,  No.  21. 


York,  York  County.  First  Thursday  after  First  Monday. 

Samuel  J.  Adams,  Eminent  Commander 

Edwin  B.  Myers,  Generalissimo.  Edwin  T.  Moul,  Captain-General. 

Isaac  A.  Elliott,  Treasurer,  Samuel  J.  Rouse,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Arthur  N.  Green, 
Jacob  D.  Heiges, 

Peter  Bentz, 

John  Gibson, 

George  W.  Demorest, 


William  Gilbei'thorp, 
George  W.  Heiges, 
Samuel  J.  Rouse, 
Thomas  S.  Myers, 
Israel  F.  Goss. 


Admitted,  2  ;  dimitted,  4;  died,  1 ;  suspended,  6;  restored  to  good  Templar 
standing,  2.  Present  membership,  78. 

Dues,  $39  ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.90  ;  allowance,  $3.90.  Total, 

#39. 

Died  — MARTIN  J.  SKINNER,  Treas. 


Baldwin  II  Commandery,  No.  22. 

Williamsport,  Lycoming  County,  Third  Tuesday. 

William  L.  Parker,  Eminent  Commander. 

James  N.  Kline,  Generalissimo.  John  F.  Laidlum,  Captain-General. 

William  F.  Logan,  M.D.,  Treasurer.  W.  Randall  Prior,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

William  Fullerton  Logan,  M.D.,  Ezra  B.  Westfall, 

William  R.  Prior,  Frederick  H.  Keller, 

John  Walker  Hays,  Willard  M.  Dietrich, 

Daniel  W.  hmith,  Daniel  B,  Else, 
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Knighted,  9;  admitted,  2  ;  dimitted,  5  ;  died,  3  ;  restored,  1.  Present  mem- 
bership,  106. 

Dues,  $53;  fees,  $18;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.3° ;  allowance, 
$5.30.  Total,  $71* 

Died.— JOSEPH  H.  ARTLEY,  E.  H.  BLAIR,  JOHN  A.  VANDER- 
SLICE,  HAMPTON  C.  WATSON. 

Packer  Commandery,  No.  23. 

Mauch  Chunk,  Carbon  County.  Third  Tuesday. 

Joseph  Kampmam,  Eminent  Commander. 

John  Fisher,  Generalissimo.  Eugene  H.  Blakslee,  Captain-General. 

Robert  Klotz,  Treasurer.  William  W.  Weaver,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


William  Lilly, 

Thomas  Speer  McNair, 
Robert  Ivoltz, 

Joseph  Patton  Salmon, 
Robert  Asa  Packer, 
James  Henry  Wilhelm, 


James  Allen  Dinkey, 
James  Sharon  McNair, 
Thomas  Clemson  North, 
William  Wildey  Weaver, 
Joseph  J.  Poole, 

Thomas  M.  Righter. 


Suspended,  6.  Present  membership,  64. 


Dues,  $32;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.20;  allowance,  $3.20.  Total. 
^32- 


Hermit  Commandery,  No.  24. 

Lebanon,  Lebanon  County.  Fourth  Thursday. 

Benjamin  Kaufman,  Eminent  Commander. 

Warder  M.  Weidman,  Generalissimo.  Charles  H.  Killinger,  Captain-General. 
Lucian  E.  Weimer,  Treasurer.  William  W.  Murray,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Grant  Weidman,  P.  G.  C 
J.  P.  S.  Gobin,  G.  G., 
William  G.  Bowman, 
Lucian  E.  Weimer, 
Joseph  L.  Lemberger, 


John  Matthis, 

George  P.  Lineaweaver, 
David  S.  Hammond, 
Adam  Rise, 

Aaron  F.  Siegrist. 


Knighted,  2;  died,  i.  Present  membership,  79. 
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Dues,  #39.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.95 ;  allowance, 
$3-95*  Total,  $43-5°- 

Died —JOHN  MEYER  GOOD. 

\ 

Northwestern  Commandery,  No.  25. 

Meadville,  Crawford  County.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Henry  Church,  Eminent  Commander. 

Warren  Needham,  Generalissimo.  Myron  Park  Davis,  Captain-General. 

John  F.  Morris,  Treasurer.  Norman  C.  McLaughlin,  Recorder. 

Past  Coi?imanders. 

Samuel  B.  Dick,  D.  G.  C.,  Frank  H.  Foster, 

William  C.  Hay,  Phineas  B.  Carpenter, 

Pearson  Church,  John  Dick. 

Knighted,  5  ;  admitted,  r  ;  dimitted,  r  ;  died,  I  ;  suspended,  9.  Present  mem¬ 
bership,  108. 

Dues,  $54;  fees,  $10;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.40;  allowance, 
$5.40.  Total,  $64.00. 

Died.— GEORGE  C.  PORTER. 

Lewistown  Commandery,  No.  26. 

Lewistown,  Mifflin  County.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Alexander  H.  Sheaffer,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  H.  Swanzey,  Generalissimo.  Henry  R.  Zerbe,  Captain-General. 

Jesse  Mendenhall,  Treasurer.  Robert  H.  Junkin,  Recorder. 

Past  Comruanders. 

Joseph  F.  Mann, 

John  A.  McKee, 

Joseph  M.  Selheimer, 

Charles  H.  Zerbe. 

Knighted,  2;  died,  I.  Present  membership,  51. 

Dues,  $25.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.55;  allowance, 
$2.55.  Total,  $29.50. 


William  Willis, 
John  B.  Selheimer, 
David  E.  Robeson, 


Died.— GEORGE  H.  ANNES- 
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Great  Bend  Commandery,  No.  27. 

Great  Bend,  Susquehanna  County.  '  Third  Friday. 

George  B.  Osborn,  Eminent  Commander. 

Charles  Simpson,  Generalissimo.  Stanley  J.  Mitchell,  Captain- General. 

John  H.  Dusenbury,  Treasurer.  Almon  P.  Stephens,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

John  H.  Dusenbury,  P.  G.  C.,  William  Wallace  Simmell, 

Thomas  David  Hays,  P.  T.  B.  Emmons, 

Almon  P.  Stephens,  Henry  C.  Tyler, 

Edward  K.  Richardson. 

Dimitted,  I;  died,  I;  suspended,  J;  degraded,  I.  Present  membership,  73. 

Dues,  $36.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.65  ;  allowance,  $3.65.  Total, 
$36. so. 

Died  — CHARLES  L.  BROWN. 


Tyagaghton  Commandery,  No.  28. 

Wellsboro,  Tioga  County.  First  Friday. 

Henry  W.  Williams,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  Roberts,  Generalissimo.  James  H.  Bosard,  Captain-General. 

Robert  Roy,  Treasurer.  Robert  C.  Simpson,  Recorder,  p.  t. 


Past  Commanders. 

Robert  Craig  Simpson,  Andrew  Foley. 

Present  membership,  15. 

Dues,  $7.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  75  cents,  allowance,  75  cents. 
Total,  $7.50. 


Kadosh  Commandery,  No.  29. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Friday. 

t 

Robert  E.  Patterson,  Eminent  Commander. 

Augustus  R.  Hall,  Generalissimo.  Harrison  G.  Clark,  Captain- General. 

Franklin  Garrigues,  Treasurer.  Alphonso  C.  Ireland,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders. 

JohnJ.  Heisler, 

Joseph  Stern  George, 
Samuel  Wheaton  Wray, 
William  T.  Reynolds, 

J.  Frank  Knight. 

Knighted,  4;  dimitted,  6;  died,  6;  suspended,  10.  Present  membership, 
264. 

Dues,  $132;  fees,  $8;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $13. 20 ;  allowance, 
$13.20.  Total,  $140. 

Died.— JOSEPH  S.  HAYWARD,  ISAAC  B.  OAKFORD,  WIL¬ 
LIAM  T.  LAFFERTY,  CHRISTOPHER  H.  KOLP,  SAMUEL  J. 
BATEMAN,  JOSEPH  N.  PIERSOL. 


John  Hanold, 

Thomas  Brown, 
Alphonso  C.  Ireland, 
James  Henry  Wilson, 
Michael  Nisbet, 


Mt.  Olivet  Commandery,  No.  30. 

Erie,  Erie  County.  Second  Monday. 

William  W.  Reed,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  Carroll,  Generalissimo.  Samuel  B.  Kennedy,  Captain-General. 

James  M.  Bryant,  Treasurer.  Francis  J.  Bassett,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders . 

George  V.  Maus,  Samuel  B.  Kennedy, 

John  E.  Payne,  William  Himrod, 

John  J.  Wadsworth,  William  F.  Price, 

Frank  P.  Longstreet. 

Knighted,  12;  admitted,  i;  dimitted,  i;  suspended,  1.  Present  member¬ 
ship,  1 01. 

Dues,  $50.50;  fees,  $24 ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.05  ;  allowance, 
$5.05.  Total,  $74.50. 


Ivanhoe  Commandery,  No.  31. 

Tamaqua,  Schuylkill  County.  Fourth  Thursday. 

Wesley  Hammer,  Eminent  Commander. 

Edward  J.  Phillips,  Generalissimo.  E.  S.  Solliday,  Captain-General. 

Daniel  Shepp,  Treasurer.  William  Priser,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders . 


Henry  Huhn, 
George  F.  Wiggan, 
Preston  Robinson, 
Philip  Conrad, 
George  L.  Boyd, 


John  Ralston, 

£.  Iv.  Weber,  M.D., 
Jacob  L.  Bricker, 
Frank  McGovern, 
Thomas  L.  Hess, 

I.  Y.  Sollenberger. 


Dimitted,  1.  Present  membership,  66. 

Dues,  $33;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.30;  allowance,  $3.30 
Total,  $33. 


Hutchinson  Commandery,  No.  32. 

Norristown,  Montgomery  County,  Fourth  Monday. 


Henry  A.  Derr,  Eminent  Commander. 

Thomas  J.  Baker,  Generalissimo.  Benjamin  F.  Solly,  Captain-General. 

William  Stahler,  Treasurer.  Wallace  Boyer,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 


Jacob  F.  Quillman, 
John  Slingluff, 
Samuel  Brown,  Jr., 
Edmund  A.  Kite, 


John  C.  Richardson, 
William  Rennyson, 
Franklin  T.  Beerer, 
George  A.  Lenzi. 


Knighted,  I ;  died,  3  ;  suspended,  5.  Present  membership,  1 1 7. 

Dues,  $58.50;  fees,  $2;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.85;  allowance, 
$5.85.  Total,  $60.50. 


Died.— DANIEL  JACOBY,  Recorder,  MARTIN  MALONEY,  P. 
E.  C-,  GEORGE  P.  YOCUM, 


Constans  Commandery,  No.  33. 

Bellefonte,  Centre  County.  Second  Friday. 

William  McClellan,  Eminent  Commander. 

Lorenzo  T.  Munson,  Generalissimo.  Jackson  L.  Spangler,  Captain-General. 
John  P.  Harris,  Treasurer.  George  P.  Weaver,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders . 

Samuel  Townsend  Shugert,  Joseph  M.  Green, 

Daniel  Griffin  Bush,  Frank  P.  Green, 

Constantine  Curtin,  Hammon  Sechler, 

Samuel  D.  Grey. 

Knighted,  2;  dimitted,  4;  died,  2.  Present  membership,  83. 
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Dues,  $41.50;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $4.15;  allowance, 
$4.15.  Total,  $45.50. 

Died.— WILLIAM  HOLT,  WILLIAM  POTTER  WILSON. 

Cyrene  Commandery,  No.  34. 

Columbia,  Lancaster  County.  Third  Friday. 

John  A.  Slade,  Eminent  Commander. 

Isaac  D.  Landis,  Generalissimo.  Senior  C.  Camp,  Captain-General. 

William  G.  Taylor,  Treasurer.  Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Christian  S.  Kauffman,  Thomas  J.  Clepper, 

Andrew  J.  Kauffman,  P.  G.  C.,  Sullivan  S.  Child, 

Andrew  M.  Rambo,  Peter  A.  Krodel, 

Stephen  B.  Clepper,  Stephen  S.  Clair. 

Dimitted,  i ;  died,  3  ;  suspended,  9.  Present  membership,  68. 

Dues,  $34  ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.40 ;  allowance,  $3.40.  Total, 

$34. 

Died— DANIEL  FRANCIS  GRIFFITH,  P.  E  C.,  WILLIAM 
HENRY  EAGLE,  P.  E.  C-,  SILAS  ACHILL  VACHE. 

Allegheny  Commandery,  No.  35. 

Allegheny  City,  Allegheny  County.  Fourth  Friday. 

Rev.  James  J.  Mclllyar,  Eminent  Commander. 

Edward  Coates,  Generalissimo.  James  T.  McIntosh,  Captain-General. 

Alfred  Slack,  Treasurer.  George  C.  Johnstone,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Thomas  Palmer, 

William  H.  Slack, 

William  Hamilton, 

Joseph  H.  Elton, 

James  E.  Stevenson, 

Lewis  W.  Smith, 

Harry  L.  Anderson, 

James  H.  Horner, 

Lee  S.  Smith. 

Knighted,  10;  dimitted,  2; 

died,  i;  suspended,  6;  rejected,  1.  Present 

membership,  190. 

Dues,  $95;  fees,  $20;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $9.50;  allowance, 
$9.50.  Total,  $115. 

Died.— HENRY  STOEBENER. 
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Mary  Commandery,  No.  36. 

V 

Philadelphia.  Second  Thursday. 

Henry  R.  Coulomb,  Eminent  Commander. 

Americus  R.  Underdown,  Generalissimo.  Frank- Mills,  Captain-General. 

John  L.  Young,  Treasurer.  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


John  L.  Young, 

Charles  E.  Meyer,  G.  Rec., 
Andrew  Robeno,  Jr., 
William  J.  Kelly, 

William  H.  Burkhardt, 
Horace  Fritz, 


Charles  E.  Blumenthal,  M.H.,  P.  G.  M., 
Charles  Dudley  Freeman, 

William  Hamilton  Heck, 

William  C.  Hamilton,  M.D., 

Daniel  Sutter, 

Tames  S.  Barber. 


Knighted,  20;  admitted,  2;  dimitted,  2;  died,  3;  suspended,  i;  degraded,  1 ; 
rejected,  1.  Present  membership,  453. 

Dues,  $226.50 ;  fees,  $40  ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $22.65 »  allowance, 
$22.65.  Total,  $266.50. 


Died.— HOWARD  CHAMBERS,  CALVIN  F.  CAMP,  JOHN 
BOWER. 


Calvary  Commandery,  No.  37. 

Danville,  Montour  County.  First  Thursday. 

Michael  B.  Allebach,  Eminent  Commander. 

Daniel  S.  Bloom,  Generalissimo.  George  S.  Walker,  Captain-General. 

Charles  W.  Eckman,  Treasurer.  Alexander  J.  Frick,  Recorder. 

Past  Co?7imanders. 

William  Brown  Maitland,  Wilson  H.  Gearhart, 

John  K.  Robins,  Ogden  H.  Ostrander, 

Alexander  J.  Frick,  Eugene  J.  Curtis, 

George  W.  Mowrer. 

Suspended,  2.  Present  membership,  34. 

Dues,  $17;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1.70;  allowance,  $1.70.  Total 
amount,  $17. 
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Rose  Croix  Commandery,  No.  38. 

Titusville,  Crawford  County.  First  Wednesday. 

James  R.  Barber,  Eminent  Commander. 

Burton  F.  Edwards,  Generalissimo.  Stanislaus  P.  Franchot,  Captain-General. 
John  Killogg,  Treasurer.  John  O’Neill,  M.D.,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders . 

John  Fertig,  John  J.  Carter, 

Hezekiah  Dunham,  George  Sheffield, 

James  R.  Barber,  „  George  H.  Coburn. 

Knighted,  2;  admitted,  I;  dimitted,  4.  Present  membership,  106. 

Dues,  $53  ;  fees,  $4;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $5.30;  allowance,  $5 .3°. 
Total,  $5 7. 


Freck  Commandery,  No.  39. 

Ashland,  Schuylkill  County.  Fourth  Thursday. 

Daniel  A.  Shiffert,  Eminent  Commander. 

William  H.  Anthony,  Generalissimo.  Charles  W.  Hartman,  Captain-General. 
Peter  E.  Buck,  Treasurer.  George  H.  Helfrich,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Rev.  Daniel  Washburn,  D.D.,  William  H.  Anthony, 

Martin  M.  L’Velle,  Theodore  F.  Hoffman, 

Henry  Smith  Boner,  Allen  Wolfinger. 

Died,  i  ;  suspended,  16.  Present  membership,  35. 

Dues,  $17.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1.75;  allowance,  $1. 75- 
Total,  $17.50. 

Died.— JOSEPH  J.  YOCUM. 

Knapp  Commandery,  No.  40. 

Ridgway,  Elk  County.  Fourth  Thursday, 

Gilman  T.  Wheeler,  Eminent  Commander. 

Hiram  Carman,  Generalissimo.  Robert  C.  Campbell,  Captain-General. 

Byron  F.  Ely,  Treasurer.  William  C.  Heely,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders . 

Charles  R.  Earley,  M.D.,  Leander  W.  Gilford, 

Claudius  V.  Gillis,  ,  Rufus  Lucore, 

Eugene  J.  Miller. 

Dimitted,  6;  died,  i.  Present  membership,  43. 

*• 

Dues,  $21.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.15;  allowance,  $2.15, 
Total,  $21.50. 

Died.— CALEB  SWEAZEY. 

Constantine  Commandery,  No.  41. 

Pottsville,  Schuylkill  County.  Wednesday  on  or  before  Full  Moon- 

Franklin  D.  Sterner,  Eminent  Commander. 

Levi  Huber,  Generalissimo.  Samuel  Hower,  Captain-GeneraL 

David  H.  Seibert,  Treasurer.  Jeremiah  J.  Cake,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders . 

Walter  Scott  Scheafer,  Charles  Henry  Woeltjen, 

Jacob  F.  Emhardt,  James  G.  Lowrey, 

David  Hummel  Seibert,  Abraham  K.  Whitner, 

William  Beck. 

Knighted,  7;  admitted,  i;  dimitted,  i;  suspended,  16.  Present  membership, 

57- 

Dues,  $28,50;  fees,  $14;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.85  ;  allowance; 
$2.85.  Total,  $42.50. 


Reading1  Commandery,  No.  42. 

Reading,  Berks  County.  Second  Friday. 

George  H.  Mengel,  Eminent  Commander. 

Thomas  E.  Weber,  Generalissimo.  John  R.  Yeich,  Captain-GeneraL 

Jacob  C.  Hoff,  Treasurer.  Henry  A.  Tyson,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 


Sydenham  H.  Ancona, 

Frederick  P.  Heller, 

George  W.  Grant, 

Heister  M.  Nagle,  M.D,, 

Knighted,  6.  Present  membership,  153. 


Mahlon  F.  Wolff, 
William  P.  Bard, 
Edward  H.  Shearer, 
George  E,  Haak. 
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Dues,  $76.50;  fees,  $12;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $7.65;  allowance, 
$7.65.  Total,  $88.50. 


Talbot  Commandery,  No.  43. 

Oil  City,  Venango  County.  First  Monday. 

Thomas  R.  Cowell,  Eminent  Commander. 

Nelson  H.  Brown,  Generalissimo.  H.  M.  Choate,  Captain-General. 

Robert  R.  Armor,  Treasurer.  John  H.  Evans,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders . 

John  Jacob  Fisher,  Thomas  Richard  Cowell, 

Andrew  W.  Cox. 

Dimitted,  2.  Present  membership,  83. 

Dues,  $41.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $4.15;  allowance,  $4.15. 
Total  $41.50. 


Franklin  Commandery,  No.  44. 

Franklin,  Venango  County.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

Henry  D.  Hulin,  Eminent  Commander. 

David  D.  Grant,  Generalissimo.  Philander  R.  Gray,  Captain-General. 

Andrew  J.  Burbank,  Treasurer.  Charles  D.  Elliott,  M.D.,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Miles  W.  Sage,  Charles  W.  Mackey, 

Henry  A.  Miller,  Wesley  C.  Howe. 

Knighted,  7;  died,  i;  degraded,  1.  Present  membership,  53. 

Dues,  $26.50  ;  fees,  $14;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.65  ;  allowance, 
$2.65.  Total,  $40.50. 

Died  — JOHN  EDWARD  FLEMING. 

Dieu  le  Veut  Commandery,  No.  45. 

Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne  County.  First  Friday. 

Lathan  W.  Jones,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  W.  Kirkendall,  Generalissimo.  David  P.  Ayars,  Captain-General. 

Thaddeus  S.  Hillard,  Treasurer.  Olio  F.  Harvey,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders. 

Thomas  C.  Harkness,  Harry  A.  Laylock, 

William  J.  Harvey,  v  Byron  Shoemaker, 

Edward  Smith. 

Admitted,  1  ;  suspended,  4.  Present  membership,  61. 

Dues,  $30.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $3.05;  allowance,  $3.05, 
Total,  $30.50. 


Hospitaller  Commandery,  No.  46. 

Lock  Haven,  Clinton  County.  Second  Tuesday. 

John  T.  Beardsley,  Eminent  Commander. 

Frederick  Finckenscher,  Generalissimo.  Lucas  B.  Schuyler,  Captain-General. 
Samuel  W.  Askey,  Treasurer.  William  H.  Smith,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Harrison  T.  Beardsley,  Samuel  W.  Askey, 

Torrence  C.  Hippie,  William  H.  Brown, 

Thomas  Reed,  John  C.  C.  Whaley. 

Knighted,  3;  dimitted,  i;  suspended,  2;  rejected,  1.  Present  membership, 

53- 

Dues,  $26.50  ;  fees,  $6  ;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $2.65 ;  allowance, 
$2.65.  Total,  $32.50. 


St.  Alban  Commandery ,  No.  47. 

Philadelphia.  Fourth  Tuesday. 

William  H.  Hoskins,  Eminent  Commander. 

Isaac  C.  Price,  Generalissimo.  Samuel  Smith  Gaw,  Captain- General. 

William  W.  Allen,  Treasurer.  R.  Lloyd  Lee,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Charles  M.  Cresson,  M.D.,  Richard  G.Oellers, 

R.  Lloyd  Lee,  Rev.  Addison  V.  C.  Schenck, 

William  W.  Allen,  Hibbert  P.  John, 

Joseph  S.  Wright. 

Knighted,  12;  admitted,  I  ;  dimitted,  1  ;  died,  5  ;  suspended,  3  ;  rejected,  I  ; 
restored,  1.  Present  membership,  206. 
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Dues,  $103  ;  fees,  $24;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $10.30;  allowance, 
$10.3°-  Total,  $127. 

Died —CHARLES  L.  WELLS,  SAMUEL  D.  McNOLDY,  GEORGE 
G.  WAYNE,  EDWIN  L.  BROWN,  JOSEPH  BRADLEY. 


Tancred  Commandery,  No.  48. 

Pittsburgh,  Allegheny  County.  Fourth  Monday. 

William  B.  Lupton,  Eminent  Commander. 

James  H.  Reno,  Generalissimo.  Americus  V.  Holmes,  Captain-General. 

Charles  C.  Baer,  Treasurer.  William  Richardson,  Jr.,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 

James  H.  Hopkins,  P.  G.  C.,  P.  G.  M., 

De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  G.  C.  G., 

Samuel  Harper, 


Charles  C.  Baer, 
George  T.  Oliver, 
Benjamin  Darlington. 


Knighted,  12;  admitted,  I;  died,  3 ;  rejected,  1.  Present  membership,  186. 


Dues,  $93;  fees,  $24;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $9.30;  allowance, 
$9.30.  Total,  $117. 

Died— JOHN  CHISLETT,  JOSEPH  SIMPSON  HAYMAKER, 
WILLIAM  HAMPDON  SUTTON. 


Uniontown  Commandery,  No.  49. 

Uniontown,  Fayette  County.  Third  Thursday. 

Charles  H.  Rush,  Eminent  Commander. 

Philip  M.  Hochheimer,  Generalissimo.  George  C.  Marshall,  Captain-General. 
William  B.  McCormick,  Treasurer.  William  C.  Snyder,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 

N.  A.  Baillie,  William  Hunt, 

William  C.  Snyder. 

Died,  I.  Present  membership,  24. 

Dues,  $12;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1.20;  allowance,  $1.20.  Total, 
$12. 

Died.— REDDING  BUNTING. 
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Rebecca  Commandery,  No.  50.* 

V 

Sharon,  Mercer  County.  .  Fourth  Friday. 

Matthias  H.  Henderson,  Eminent  Commander. 

John  Ambler,  Generalissimo.  A.  S.~Service,  Captain-General. 

Frederick  Holzle,  Treasurer.  William  Leipheimer,  Recorder. 


Past  Commanders. 

Reuben  Williamson,  Joseph  N.  McClure. 

1878,  membership,  46. 


Clarence  Commandery,  No.  51. 

Corry,  Erie  County.  Second  Tuesday. 

Frank  M.  Lockwood,  Eminent  Commander. 

O.  E.  Gleason,  Generalissimo.  W.  A.  Jordan,  Captain-General. 

Manhattan  Pickett,  Treasurer.  Henry  A.  Porter,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Frank  M.  Lockwood,  Randall  H.  Palmer. 

Dimitted,  2;  suspended  5;  degraded,  1  ;  restored,  3.  Present  membership,  31. 
Dues,  $15.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1.55  ;  allowance,  $1.55.  Total, 


Corinthian  Chasseur  Commandery,  No.  53. 

Philadelphia.  Third  Monday. 

Edward  Perry,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  S.  Graham,  Generalissimo.  J.  Spencer  Smith,  Captain-General. 

Calvin  S.  Edwards,  Treasurer.  N.  Ferree  Lightner,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Edward  B.  Spencer,  George  E.  Wagner, 

Charles  Cary,  Jacob  Roberts,  M.D. 

Knighted,  13;  admitted,  1  ;  dimitted,  i;  suspended,  died,  4;  rejected,  3; 
degraded,  1.  Present  membership,  203. 

*  Returns  not  received  up  to  May  10th,  1S79. 
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Dues,  $101.50;  fees,  $26;  Grand  Encampment  assessment, $10.15  ;  allowance, 
$10  15.  Total,  $127.50. 

Died— EDWIN  J.  MEREDITH,  WILLIAM  J.  COCHRAN, 
SAMUEL  CAMPBELL,  ANDREW  EPPELSHEIMER. 

Kensington  Commandery,  No.  54. 

Philadelphia.  Second  Monday. 

Griffith  O.  Storrie,  Eminent  Commander. 

Stephen  C.  Fraley,  Generalissimo.  Isaac  Albertson,  Captain-General. 

Robert  H.  Day,  Treasurer.  Charles  K.  Neisser,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

John  W.  Lee,  John  Roberts, 

William  B.  Fox. 

Knighted,  5;  dimitted,  i;  died,  1  ;  rejected,  1.  Present  membership,  124. 

Dues,  $62;  fees,  $10;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $6.20;  allowance, 
$6.20.  Total,  $72. 

Died  — JOSEPH  HEMPHILL. 

Centennial  Commandery,  No.  55. 

Coatesville,  Chester  County.  Third  Wednesday. 

Francis  G.  Parke,  Eminent  Commander. 

Harvey  C.  Nields,  Generalissimo.  Esais  K.  Davis,  Captain-General. 

Joseph  C.  Kauffman,  Treasurer.  William  Reed  Ramsey,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Caleb  Brown,  William  Boyd, 

Ezra  P.  Dickinson. 

Knighted,  1.  Present  membership,  17. 

Dues,  $8.50;  fees,  $2.;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  85  cents;  allowance, 
85  cents.  Total,  $10.50. 


Continental  Commandery,  No.  56. 

Chambersburg,  Franklin  County.  Second  Tuesday. 

Hilkiah  R.  Gaff,  Eminent  Commander. 

D.  A.  Wertz,  Generalissimo.  Hastings  Gehr,  Captain-General. 

George  W.  Brewer,  Treasurer.  Allan  C.  McGrath,  Recorder. 
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Past  Commanders . 

William  Adams,  Henry  S.  Stoner. 

Present  membership,  26.  v 

Dues,  $13;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  $1*. 30 ;  allowance,  $1.30.  Total 

$1 3- 

Wyoming  Valley  Commandery,  No.  57. 

Pittston,  Wyoming  County.  Last  Friday. 

Alexander  McDougall,  Eminent  Commander. 

George  W.  Hagadorn,  Generalissimo.  Lewis  H.  Evans,  Captain-General. 

Cyrus  K.  Campbell,  Treasurer.  V.  Murray  Carpenter,  Recorder. 

Past  Commanders. 

Walter  Mcl.  Ostrander,  M.D.,  John  B.  Law. 

Present  membership,  17. 

Dues,  $8.50;  Grand  Encampment  assessment,  85  cents;  allowance,  85  cents. 
Total,  $8.50. 

RECAPITULATION. 


• 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

Commanderies  chartered,  .... 

57 

57 

57 

Commanderies  extinct,  ..... 

3 

3 

3 

Commanderies  neglected  to  make  returns, 

.  0 

4 

1 

Dispensations  issued  to  new  Commanderies, 

.  1 

0 

0 

Knighted, . 

•  309 

308 

220 

Admitted, 

7  *•••••• 

34 

22 

20 

Restored  to  good  Templar  standing, 

5 

8 

3 

Dimitted, 

••••••# 

77 

83 

84 

Died,  ........ 

7i 

68 

74 

Suspended,  ..... 

162 

163 

246 

Degraded, . 

2 

0 

8 

Rejected, . 

17 

26 

17 

Total  Membership,  ...... 

•  5964 

6035 

5824 
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REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE  GRAND  COMMAN- 

DERY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

Representatives  were  first  appointed  by  the  Grand  Commandery  of 

Pennsylvania  in  1868. 


Stephen  H.  Beasley,  .... 

.  Alabama. 

Lawrence  C.  Owen,  .... 

California. 

Harper  P.  Orahood,  .... 

Colorado. 

Eli  S.  Quintard,  ..... 

Connecticut. 

W.  T.  Gould, . 

Georgia. 

Eugene  B.  Myers,  .... 

.  Illinois. 

William  Hacker,  .... 

Indiana. 

Pitkin  C.  Wright,  .... 

.  Iowa. 

Kentucky. 

.  •  • 

Kansas. 

Samuel  M.  Todd,  .... 

Louisiana. 

Josiah  H.  Drummond, 

.  Maine. 

Charles  H.  Mann,  .... 

Maryland. 

Alfred  F.  Chapman,  .... 

Mass.  &  R.  I. 

E.  D.  Benedict,  .... 

Michigan. 

R.  Laird  McCormick, 

Minnesota. 

William  H.  Stone,  .... 

Missouri. 

John  S.  Cain,  ..... 

Mississippi. 

William  Barrett,  .... 

New  Hamp. 

James  W.  Moore,  .... 

Nebraska. 

Thomas  J.  Corson,  M.D.  (dead), 

New  Jersey. 

Albert  G.  Goodall,  .... 

New  York. 

John  D.  Caldwell,  .... 

Ohio. 

•  •  •  • 

Tennessee. 

Henry  Scherfflius,  .... 

Texas. 

William  B.  Isaacs,  .... 

Virginia. 

John  B.  Hollenbach, 

Vermont. 

Alvin  B.  Alden,  .... 

Wisconsin. 

William  J.  Bates,  Sr., 

West  Virginia. 

\ 
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REPRESENTATIVES  TO  THE  GRAND  COMMAN- 

DERY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA, 


Whose  credentials  have  been  presented  to  the  Grand  Commandery 

and  recognized ’. 


Alabama,  . 
California, 
Colorado, 

.  R.  E.  Sir  William  H.  Egle,  M.D. 

Connecticut, 

R.  E.  Sir  Charles  H.  Kingston. 

Georgia,  . 

V.  E.  Sir  Alfred  Creigh. 

Illinois, 

Indiana,  . 

R.  E.  Sir  Christian  F.  Knapp. 

Iowa, 

R.  E.  Sir  Geter  C.  Shidle. 

Kentucky, 

R.  E.  Sir  Christian  F.  Knapp. 

Kansas, 

M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins. 

Louisiana, 

M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins. 

Maine, 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer. 

Maryland, 

R.  E.  Sir  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. 

Mass.  &  R.  L,  . 

E.  Sir  James  M.  Porter. 

Michigan, 

Minnesota, 

R.  E.  Sir  John  H.  Dusenbury. 

Missouri, 

E.  Sir  Thomas  Brown. 

Mississippi, 

R.  E.  Sir  John  H.  Dusenbury. 

New  Hampshire, 
Nebraska, 

V.  E.  Sir  Alfred  Creigh. 

New  Jersey, 

R.  E.  Sir  Jeremiah  L.  Hutchinson. 

New  York, 

M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins. 

Ohio, 

Tennessee, 

r 

Texas, 

.  R.  E.  Sir  Andrew  J.  Kauffman. 

Virginia, 

Vermont, 

M.  E.  Sir  James  H.  Hopkins. 

Wisconsin, 

West  Virginia, 

• 
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PAST  GRAND  OFFICERS, 

MEMBERS  OF 

SUBORDINATE  COMMANDERIES  UNDER  THIS  JURISDICTION. 

APRIL  30th,  1879. 


CHARLES  E.  BLUMENTHAL,  M.D.,  Post-office  address,  New  York  City. 

Past  Grand  Master. 

ANTHONY  E.  STOCKER.  M.D.,  .....  Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Master. 

BENJAMIN  PARKE, . Hop  Bottom  P.  O.,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

WILLIAM  H.  ALLEN, . Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

CHRISTIAN  FREDERICK  KNAPP, . Bloomsburg,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

JOHN  A.  WRIGHT, . Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

EDMUND  H.  TURNER, . Texas. 

Pait  Grand  Commander 

H.  STANLEY  GOODWIN, . Bethlehem,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

WILLIAM  H.  STRICKLAND . Reading,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

ROBERT  PITCAIRN, . Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

JEREMIAH  L.  HUTCHINSON, . Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

JOHN  VALLERCHAMP . Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander . 

JAMES  A.  HOPKINS, . Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander-  Past  Grand  Master  of  U-  S. 

HENRY  B.  McKEAN, . Sayre,  P,a. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

CHARLES  M.  HOWELL, . Lancaster,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

GETER  C.  SHIDLE, . Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

GRANT  WEIDMAN, . Lebanon,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

JOHN  H.  DUSENBURY . Great  Bend,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

CHARLES  H.  KINGSTON . Philadelphia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander- 

ANDREW  J.  KAUFFMAN,  .  . . Columbia,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

WILLIAM  H.  EGLE,  M.D., . Harrisburg,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander . 

SAMUEL  B.  DICK, . Meadville,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Commander. 

ALFRED  CREIGH, . Washington,  Pa. 

Past  Deputy  Grand  Commanaer. 

ABRAHAM  MILLER  (c.), . Easton,  Pa. 

Past  Deputy  Grand  Commander ■ 

HENRY  R.  HAWMAN* . Reading,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Generalissimo- 

WILLIAM  CHATLAND, . Brownsville,  Pa. 

Past  Grand  Captain-General . 


*  Died  since  May  ist,  1879. 


Grand  Commandery  K.  T.  of  Pennsylvania. 
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OFFICERS 

v 

OF  THE 

GRAND  COMMANDERY  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 

1878—1879. 


R.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  .  .  .  Lebanon,  Pa., 

Grand  Commander. 

V.  E.  Sir  De  Witt  C.  Carroll,  .  .  .  Pittsburgh ,  Pa., 

Deputy  Grand  Commander. 

E.  Sir  George  W.  Kendrick,  Jr.,  .  .  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Grand  Generalissimo. 

E.  Sir  B.  Frank  Breneman,  .  .  .  Lancaster ,  Pa., 

Grand  Captain-General. 

E.  Sir  and  Rev.  Addison  V.  C.  Schenck,  .  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Grand  Prelate. 

E.  Sir  Charles  W.  Batchelor,  .  .  .  Pittsburgh,  Pa ., 

Grand  Senior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  Edward  G.  Martin,  M.D.,  .  .  Allentown,  Pa., 

Grand  Junior  Warden. 

E.  Sir  M.  Richards  Muckle,  .  .  .  Philadelphia ,  Pa., 

Grand  Treasurer. 

E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Masonic  Temple ,  .  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  John  Slingluff,  ....  Norristown,  Pa., 

Grand  Standard  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  Joseph  M.  Selheimer,  .  .  .  Lewistown ,  Pa., 

Grand  Sword  Bearer. 

E.  Sir  William  W.  Allen,  ....  Philadelphia,  Pa., 

Grand  Warder. 

E.  Sir  Frank  Hiram  Keller,  .  .  .  Williamsport,  Pa., 

Grand  Captain  of  the  Guard. 
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R.  E.  Sir  John  P.  S.  Gobin,  Lebanon,  Pa., 

Grand  Commander . 


E.  Sir  Charles  E.  Meyer,  Masonic  Temple,  Philada.,  Pa., 

Grand  Recorder. 

E.  Sir  Samuel  Harper,  Pittsburgh,  Penna., 

Chairman  Com.  on  Foreign  Correspondence. 


JUST  PUBLISHED. 


TACTICS  AND  DRILL 

(REGULAR  AND  MOUNTED) 

OF 


And  the  only  work  authorized , 


AS  ADOPTED  BY  THE 
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